
December 2025 / January 2026 

Sunday 30th November  10.30 am Cantata: Night of the Father’s Love

Sunday 7th December 10.30 am Gift Service (for The Sweet Project)

Sunday 14th December  6.30 pm Candlelight Carols
      Favourite carols celebrating the birth of Jesus

Sunday 21st December 10.30 am Lessons and Carols
      The story of the coming of the Messiah

Wednesday  24th December 
Christmas Eve  3.00 pm Crib service
      For families but all welcome to attend
    11.15 pm Midnight Communion
      Welcoming in Christmas Day

Thursday 25th December
Christmas Day   10.30 am Christmas Family Service

A very Happy Christmas to 
everyone

CC BY-NC
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Dear Friends,

As you’ll see from the statement printed on the next page the 
Birmingham Methodist Circuit has recently asked Revd 
Cleopas Sibanda, one of our Circuit Superintendents, to 
exercise Pastoral Oversight of our Church family here in 
Solihull with my support. Since Cleopas already has a number 
of heavy responsibilities elsewhere on the Circuit I have been 
asked to be the first point of pastoral contact here. This 
means that, as best I can, I will have the privilege of being 
your minister for the next few months, following on from 
Revd Molly Chitokwindo who said good-bye to us on 
November 9th.  You can read about her farewell service on 
the next page. 

Solihull Methodist Church hasn’t just one “minister”.   
Towards  the back this paper you’ll see the names and photos 
of some who hold particularly significant roles in our 
ministerial team.  Each one has an important part to play and 
I would ask your continued prayerful support and 
encouragement for them.  

The ministerial team is, however, even wider. It includes 
those who direct and lead our music, those who welcome 
others to worship, those responsible for the wide range of 
activities for both young and old, those who look after our 
property and finance, those who cater for us, those who keep 
us in touch with what’s happening, those who help with our 
technology, those who open their homes for our house 
groups, those supernumerary Presbyters who are part of our 
church family, ……..

 I could go on but actually I would then have to list each and 
every one of you. There’s a church I know which, on its 
noticeboard, simply says “Ministers – The Congregation”. This 
is an important truth for all of us to take to heart. We’re all 
called to support each other, to care for each other, in fact to 
be a gift to each other. 

Speaking of gifts, throughout this Advent and Christmas we 
are inviting one another and people from all over the 
community to “Come and celebrate the gift of Christmas”. 
We’ll trace the idea of “gift” in a number of ways. When we 
light our Advent Candles each Sunday, we’ll use words which 
speak of “gift”.  In our Candlelight Carols service on the 
evening of December 14th (which is always a particularly 
lovely and significant service) we’ll think of gifts in different 
ways. On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we’ll be 
celebrating God’s greatest gift for each one of us; Jesus Christ, 
God with us.

More than seventy years ago John Betjeman wrote the poem 
“Christmas” in which he describes the celebrations and gift-
giving of this season. I always love (and often quote) the last 
three verses:

And is it true? And is it true.
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me?

And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,
No love that in a family dwells,

No carolling in the frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this simple truth compare –
That God was Man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.

Revd Donald Ker
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Prayer Box

To mark Inter-faith week a group of pilgrims, representing a 
number of faith communities in Solihull, visited places of 
worship in the town centre on Thursday 13th November. One 
of the stops on their journey was Solihull Methodist Church, 
where they were welcomed by Revd Donald Ker.   Donald 
outlined something of the history of Solihull Methodism and 
then spoke about the worship and other activities which take 
place in our Church today. 

We pray for:
• Edna Handley receiving treatment and physio following 

her stroke, and for Sue and Dave as they support their 
Mum

• Margaret Nicol as she settles into  new accommodation
• Dorothy (Dot) Hayward recovering from surgery
• the friends and family of Barry Hughes, following his 

sudden death



Church Family News
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Dear all,

I want to thank you for the wonderful time we 
shared working together and worshipping God over 
the past four years. May God continue to bless you 
all now and in the years to come.

To staff members Wai, Janice, Diane and Abi thank 
you so much. I pray for you to continue doing the 
good work.

I would also like to express my gratitude for the 
lovely flowers and card. A special thank you to 
Lawrie for your kind words of appreciation, and to 
Alison for acknowledging the work that God allowed 
me to do while serving as minister at Solihull Church.

Please continue to care for the church of God with 
the same love and dedication. Our home now looks 
like the Chelsea Flower Festival.  Thank you once 
again for the beautiful flowers!

Peace and Blessings
Molly

In the church hall after the morning service

The statement below from the Birmingham Circuit 
Superintendents and Circuit Stewards team to Solihull 
Methodist Church was made after the service on 
Sunday morning 26 October 2025.

From time to time it is necessary for the Birmingham 
Supers and Stewards Team to change the 
responsibilities of the ministers in the Circuit.

From 9 November, Revd Molly Chitokwindo will no 
longer be the minister with pastoral oversight of 
Solihull Methodist Church. She will continue her 
ministry at Earlswood and Trinity Monkspath 
Methodist churches.

Revd Cleopas Sibanda will be the Minister with 
pastoral oversight of Solihull with the support of Revd 
Donald Ker, Supernumerary Minister.

Revd Donald Ker will be the first point of contact for 
any matters in the Church.

Revd Molly’s final service at Solihull will be on Sunday 
9 November, at 10.30 am.

Should you have any questions, please speak to the 
Circuit Stewards for the Green Mission & Ministry 
Team: Richard Kirby, Andrew Morris, Angel Chiu or 
Revd Donald Ker.

There was a packed church for Molly’s last service at Solihull 
Methodist Church which coincided with Remembrance Sunday, so we 
recognised the national 2 minutes silence at 11.00 am.

The rest of the service was joyous with different groups leading the 
music.    Echoes of Heaven, a Zimbabwean choir sang twice and the 

Cantonese choir repeated the beautiful hymn they had 
sung the previous Sunday at the Songs of Praise 
service.    Sean Ryan, who had led the morning service 
in September also returned to give of his musical talent 
as well.

At the end of the service Molly was presented with 
flowers and there was a plentiful supply of cakes with 
coffee in the church hall.

Molly, we send our best wishes for your future

Molly singing with the Zimbabwean 
choir, Echoes of Heaven.

Rev Molly with Allen, Kunashe and Sheanopa



Marjorie Evans
Marjorie Ashwell was born on 8th March 1937. At just two 
days old she caught pneumonia and despite several further 
bouts of illness throughout childhood, she recovered each 
time, and until the last two years of her life, it’s hard to recall 
her ever being unwell. Her parents, Edith and Hugh lived in 
Solihull Road, and then Danford Lane. Marjorie inherited her 
mother’s sense of humour and friendly hospitality, and her 
father’s sociability and resourcefulness,

It soon became clear that Marjorie was clever. She had a 
tutor, who told her father he was wasting his money—she was 
already clever enough. She excelled in every aspect of school 
life and gained a scholarship to study Chemistry at Cambridge 
University. After three years at Cambridge, she returned to 
Solihull and began work at Lucas’s, translating scientific 
documents—and playing poker with colleagues at lunchtime! 
She later moved to Birmingham University as a medical 
biochemist.

Although almost ten years apart, Marjorie and her elder sister 
Betty shared an unbreakable bond. She said she was blessed 
to have Betty in her life. They supported one another always, 
and Marjorie loved being an aunt, keeping in touch with them 
all.

Marjorie was a talented racket sports player, beginning in the 
garden. After breaking her right arm at a young age, she 
simply taught herself to play left-handed and still managed to 
beat all the neighbourhood children. Her love of sport and 
friendly competition led her to many lifelong friendships. One 
of these was Stanley Evans, extremely handsome and a true 
gentleman and their first date was to Cardiff to watch the 
rugby.

Marjorie and Stan were married here at Solihull Methodist 
Church on 23rd May 1964, living in Rectory Road, where 
Marjorie became the neighbour who looked out for everyone. 

The birth of their daughters’ Rachel, Jenny and Alison, and 
caring for her father meant that she gave up work. Later she 
cared for her mother, elderly aunts, and mother-in-law. The 
house with the blue doors became a house full of life 

and open to all. She loved 
her seven grandchildren 
and spent hours making up
treasure hunts, playing 
games with them, and of 
course treating them to her 
baking.
Marjorie was a true friend 

to her community—
welcoming newcomers, 
introducing neighbours, 
baking cakes for them, and 
quietly caring for the elderly
so they could stay in their 
homes. Her garden at 28 
Rectory Road was also full 
of colour and life, thanks to her green fingers. She took many 
cuttings and in the roads around her there are plants that 
began life in her garden. She called it her happy place. Family 
holidays were often spent in Wales but she always loved 
returning home to her garden, family and friends.
From a very early age Marjorie was talking to God.  Her faith 
remained central throughout her life and through Solihull 
Methodist Church she found both fellowship and purpose. She 
started the book stall, helped in Sunday School, playgroup, 
youth badminton club, and was part of the church prayer 
group.

Beyond the Methodist Church, she was part of the St Alphege 
prayer group, helped at the Catholic Church’s asylum seekers’ 
café, visited the World Prayer Centre regularly, and took part 
in Christian Aid collections. She became a local preacher in 
1982, a role she continued until only a few years ago and 
mentored trainee preachers with wisdom and kindness.

Marjorie valued her friendships deeply. She will be 
remembered by all who knew her for her capable, caring, 
generous nature but also for her dry sense of humour and 
straight-talking, no-nonsense honesty. But she will be 
remembered for her gratitude—for always seeing the good in 
people and in every situation—and for being a true example 
of Christian faith lived out every day.
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John Allebon 1938 - 2025

John Allebon lived at Maypole in his early years, with his 
brother, Roger, and his professional life was working for 
Birmingham Council as an Education Welfare Officer – working 
with young people who found attendance at school difficult. 

His abiding interest was the life of Sparkhill Methodist Church, 
where he met Margaret and they married in 1978, enjoying 44 
years together up to Margaret’s death. He was a season ticket 
holder at Birmingham Brummies Speedway, and was sad in 
1984, at the news that speedway would no longer be held at 
Perry Barr.

He served as Church Steward and often led the Wednesday 
Morning Bible Study, and organised the annual holiday to 
Paignton. He had also been a Circuit Steward in the Moseley 
Road and Sparkhill Circuit, and served as a Local Preacher, 
recognised in 1960, with his last service at Sparkhill in 2019. It 
was fitting that one of the last services held there was the 
funeral of Margaret in 2022.

John preached all around the Midlands – Stratford, Dudley, 

Redditch, Birmingham Mission,
as well the churches in
Moseley Road and Sparkhill. 
often accompanied by 
Margaret. He preferred a 
traditional style of worship and 
preaching: nothing delighted 
him more than conducting the 
morning worship at Sparkhill, 
using the 1936 Service of 
Morning Prayer – a form of 
worship much beloved by 
members of the congregation, 
for whom it was familiar from the Caribbean.   Methodism was 
his life.
They moved to Blyth Court in Solihull a few years prior to 
Margaret’s death, and they attended Solihull Methodist 
Church, where John was a member of the Men’s Coffee group. 
But their spiritual home was Sparkhill.

A generous man, a man full of jokes, but above all a man of 
faith.



5

Saturday 6th December
with 

 Out of the Blue Big Band

An evening not to miss 

7.00 pm
In the church

Tickets £10

The Awareness Foundation is a charity working to heal 
different  communities  in the aftermath of the civil war 
Syria, which had raged since 2011.   There is still tension 
between the communities even since the Bashir  
government was deposed last year.

Statistics from their 2024 Annual 
Report

We were blessed that, despite the challenges, literally 
thousands of participants and their families were able to 
take part in our programmes. 

Little Heroes 
• 3,470 participants 
• 295 volunteers 
• 9,450 gifts distributed 
• 5,580 families involved (between running the 
programme and distributing gifts) 

Ambassadors for Peace
 • 1,413 participants 
• 1,095 families involved 
• 30 volunteers 

Enterprising Women 
• 105 participants 
• 105 families involved 
• 15 volunteers 

Raising funds 
for the 

Awareness 
Foundation

Dates for your diary

Friday 23rd January
 6.00 pm

Lots of games for families to play 
and refreshments

Quiz evening

Saturday 28 February 
 7:00pm

Details to follow after Christmas

Death
We are sorry to 
announce the 
sudden death of 
Barry Hughes.
Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his 
family and friends.



Deborah Webb has been appointed as the new Church Lettings Officer from 1st 
December.  She is taking over from Anne Kemp who has been doing the job on a 
voluntary basis and to whom the church owes a great debt of gratitude. Thank you, 
Anne.

Deborah will be working 10 hours per week, some of which will be from the church 
office and some will be worked from home. Anyone wishing to book a room must 
please continue to use the lettings email: lettings@solihull-methodist.org.uk.

Please book rooms well in advance if possible because Deborah will only be looking at 
emails during her working hours and not at all hours of the day and night as Anne has 
probably been doing!

We extend a warm welcome to Deborah  and hope she settles well into her new role.

Our King recently unveiled a new memorial at the National 
Memorial Arboretum. The Arboretum is a 150-acre  site just up 
the A38 at Alrewas with over 400 memorials for people who 
served or supported the nation in times of need.

The new memorial is to remember those from our LGBTQ 
communities dismissed from service in disgrace or who lost their 
lives in later service.

My design for Remembrance Sunday was based on a large 
driftwood standing as the trees left standing in fields after the 
battle, draped in blue for the Kings naval background and with a 
muted, multi coloured swag representing this forgotten and 
ignored community over many years.

On this background there are two crosses imprinted “Lest We 
Forget” and “An Unknown Soldier” made from simple cane and 
of course the poppies to bring us back to so many fallen for us.

It reminds us that conflict, heroism and sacrifice come in all 
shapes and sizes, all cultures and races, and all communities.

If you have not been to the Arboretum, please do.   You will 
need all day and I guarantee you will be so moved and grateful 
that you went.

Margaret Rumens

r CC BY-SA-NC
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Christmas Turkey Trot

The "Turkey Trot" will take place a week earlier than 
usual because of booking difficulties at The Fleur de 
Lys, Lowsonford.    It will be on 

THURSDAY 11th DECEMBER 

Contact Martin Cooke if you want to join the walk and 
stay for lunch

New Years Day Walk

THURSDAY 1ST JANUARY 

For those who wish to walk off the extra calories 
and enjoy fresh air and exercise, we invite you to 
meet in the Church car park at 10.30am, all ages 
welcome.

This year we shall be walking through the 3 parks of 
Solihull, Tudor Grange Park, Malvern Park and Brueton 
Park.

There will be warming soup and mince pies back at 
the Church hall afterwards.

CC BY-NC-ND

CC BY-NC-ND
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Come and join in the carol singing at the 
venues listed below. 

Carol Singing in Care Homes
Thursday 4th December, Blossomfield Rose 
Care Home
Tuesday 9th December Fountains Care Home
Royal Star and Garter Homes  
Wednesday 10th December 11am Solihull 
Hospital
Tuesday 16th December Hampton House

Carol Singing outside church
(In aid of Birmingham Christmas Shelter.)
Monday 22nd December 4.30pm
Tuesday 23rd December 4.30pm
Wednesday 24th December 4.30pm
Please talk to Diane Webb for further details of 
any of these events. 

On the first Sunday 
morning in Advent, 
November 30th, the 
Chancel Choir will offer 
in worship the choral 
presentation “Night of 
the Father’s love” by 
Pepper Choplin, with 
reflections specially 
written by Rev Donald 
Ker.

As we listen to the 
words and music and 
join with traditional 
Advent hymns, we’ll be 
thinking about the 
themes of waiting, being 
ready, looking for light in 
darkness, listening for 
God, seeking and being 
open to God’s presence, 
and realising once again
the miracle that God is with us.

We do hope that you will be able to join us.

The morning service on Sunday 1st November was a Songs of 
Praise celebration.    There was a wide variety of hymns chosen by 
church members which included  ‘Born in song’, ‘What shall our 
greeting be?’, ‘Longing for light, we wait in darkness’, a Cantonese 
hymn ‘Grace is so beautiful’, ‘Lead kindly Light, amid the 
encircling gloom’, ‘We cannot measure how you heal’, ‘Be still for 
the presence of the Lord’ and ‘Lord the light of your love is 
shining’. Those who had chosen a hymn gave a brief introduction 
of what the hymn meant to them.  
The photo shows the Cantonese choir singing ‘Grace is so 
beautiful’.    
 It was a wonderful, inspirational service.

The words of the Cantonese hymn
‘Grace is so beautiful’

Today we gather in our Lord’s temple 
To count our blessings 
He gave his life to make us whole
And opened our eyes to see the light
Today we gather in our Lord’s temple 
To count our blessings 
He gave us the fountain of hope and life 
Restoring the courage to face trials 
His grace is so beautiful – nothing can compare
We give our hearts to God and reveal his precious love 
To love God and others with all our heart and strength
Such is a life not lived in vain
Today I bow before the Lord’s feet 
And listen carefully to his call 
Believing that our our labour is not in vain 
He will crown us with glory at the end 
With all our heart we praise God’s for his grace
We offer our lives to preach the Gospel and his love
Look at the fields – the harvest is before us
Vast beyond measure
We will be faithful to our mission at all cost
It is our highest honour to serve you 



Green  Matters

Richard Balmer: On behalf of the Greener Church 
Group: John and Linda Innes, Pam Beattie, Bryan Fitter, 

Anthony Gough, Sue Kelley, Derek Giles, Sue and 
Richard Balmer, Glen Mullineux, Sandra Ker.

We are proud to be a GREEN CHURCH caring for God’s Creation
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Great news from Green Lifestyle 
Survey
52 households completed the Lifestyle survey, 40 online. The 
replies were very encouraging: the many suggestions 
invaluable. Here’s a summary of the first part of the results. 

Getting Around: New cars more efficient, 81% 
share cars where they can! 47 of the 52 households 

had cars and 21 of those 47 had changed their cars in the last 
3 years.   All but 2 (90%!) said their new car did more miles per 
gallon!    Even better, 22 out of 47 households were using their 
car less and, better still, 38 (81%!) said they were sharing 
transport wherever possible. And, of the 21 who had changed 
their cars 5 had already gone all electric

The survey asked about flying. 37 out the 52 households still 
take flights but 11 said yes, they were flying less. This too, was 
encouraging. 

Ideas to reduce car use came down to providing a better 
public transport alternative: more reliable, frequent, better 
integrated, comfortable and cheaper (even free buses for all 
was suggested).  Interestingly, no one mentioned taking public 
transport into account when moving house or living closer to 
work to cut car miles, but one did suggest we take holidays 
closer to home and another said if we planned journeys and 
meetings more carefully we could often avoid having to use 
the car to rush there and, often, just walk there. Dedicated 
lanes for cycles and e-bikes were called for and more online 
meetings. As to flights, more long distance rail routes were 
mentioned and this does seem to be happening, especially 
across Europe. 

Your garden: 81% actively encourage wildlife! 
Only 9 had no garden or use of one.   Of the 43 with gardens 
35 (81%!) are actively encouraging birds, insects and other 
wildlife which is fantastic!   Bird feeders, tables, baths, boxes, 
and ponds and other ways to provide water, were all 
mentioned but also choosing particular plants and bushes 
which attract and feed birds, butterflies and insects with their 
berries, nectar or seeds. Also mentioned were retaining seed 
heads for over wintering feeding; providing habitat, for 
example hedges where birds can nest; and setting aside areas 
for wildflowers or no-mowing. Bug hotels or just piles of dead 
wood for bugs, and food for hedgehogs, were mentioned. 
Usefully, one reply pointed out that as well as encouraging 
wildlife we need to cut down on deterrents such as pesticides.  

Use of Plastic: 71% use less plastic!   37 ex 52 (71%) 

were using less single use plastic than 3 years ago. This was 
great. When asked how, they said choosing loose rather than 
plastic bagged products or those sold in paper bags or 
products in glass containers (including milk) rather than 
plastic; avoiding using single use cutlery if possible; buying 
water in plastic bottles (fill one of your own from a tap) ; using 
shops who provide refills. if you can. Taking one’s own bag was 

the main other way (and carry one ‘just in 
case’) but several pointed out there’s no 
reason why single use bags can’t be re-used 
around the house.   And, you don’t have to use plastic bags for 
storage in the kitchen – you can use items like margarine tubs, 
foil containers or re-usable plastic boxes. Just as important, 
one reply said supermarkets were willing to improve but they 
needed shoppers to support their efforts. 

Recycling: 87% recycle more than 3 years ago!! 
45 ex 52, (87%) said they were recycling more than 3 years 
ago. 73% find the Church’s recycling service for household 
items not collected by the Council useful (which is helpful) 
and, great news indeed, 24 of the 37 who replied said they 
had mentioned the Church’s service to their friends. This 
means more will be recycled and it spreads the message that 
our Church is active and committed to being a good steward of 
the Earth. Generally, replies suggested that recycling 
opportunities across the Borough were pretty good but food 
waste, blister packs, laptops, shoes and clothes did come up 
and one asked for more reminders of what could be recycled, 
especially different kinds of plastic. (Note: The Council should 
be collecting food waste next year. Blister packs can be 
recycled at Superdrug and Boots in town. Linda Innes will take 
laptops. St. Helen’s has a blue bin at the back for shoes, and 
the Heart Foundation will take good quality clothes (see Sue 
Balmer). 

More results in the next 
Messenger!
 

New Year After Church Coffee?  
The Green Group will serve coffee after Church in January to 
raise money for the Christian environmental charity, A Rocha. 
A Rocha organises the successful and important, Eco-Church 
scheme. It shows how churches around the country are 
setting an example of care for our World. Every donation in 
January will help increase their impact. 

Big New Year Recycle – Hearing Aids and 
Electric Cables 
Look out for the bins next February! 



2 November 2025

Join us in prayer for Cuba:
God over every nation, land and island,
We hold before you the island of Cuba,
Especially the eastern areas of Cuba severely affected by 
hurricane Melissa.
We pray for the Cuban government as they mobilise aid and 
work with overseas governments and NGOs to take relief to 
these areas of the country.
We pray for the communities that are still cut off from 
communication,
That a way may be found to reach them.
We pray for victims of the hurricane taking refuge in 
government shelters,
That they may receive timely support and aid.
We pray for children traumatized by the lived experience of a 
hurricane and the loss of all that is familiar to them,
That you may send your Holy Spirit to comfort them.
We thank you for the Methodist Church in Cuba that is 
showing the love of Christ through their actions,
That their practical, emotional and spiritual support may bring 
the hope of Christ to affected communities.
In the name of Christ we pray,
Amen.

ember 2025

When Hurricane Melissa tore through eastern Cuba as a 
Category 3 storm, it left behind a trail of devastation – homes 
destroyed, communities flooded and lives upended. But in the 
midst of the chaos, Cuban Methodists responded to the call to 
love their neighbours. The day following the hurricane, our 
friends from the Methodist Church in Cuba set out with courage 
and compassion with a convoy of aid towards eastern Cuba. 
Braving overflowing rivers and impassable roads, ministers, lay 
pastors and volunteers journeyed to the hardest-hit provinces – 
Holguín, Las Tunas, and Santiago de Cuba – carrying emergency 
aid: dry and cooked food, blankets and hygiene kits. Their 
mission was clear: to bring relief, comfort and the love of Christ 
to those in desperate need.

Margarita Aboy Lozada, the Methodist Church in Cuba’s Officer 
for International Relations, shared the following, “Many people 
have been taken to government-run shelters, because they have 
lost their homes and their belongings. There are areas that have 
been completely flooded by dams that burst following the 
hurricane...there are villages that remain completely cut off 
from any communication. As a church we are transporting aid to 
Santiago de Cuba to families that have lost their homes and 
belongings, as well as to las Tunas and Holguin”.

But the response didn’t stop at physical aid. In an act of pastoral 
care, church members are also visiting shelters dressed as 
clowns – yes, clowns – to bring joy and healing to children 
traumatised by the hurricane. Through laughter, games, and fun 
activities, they are helping children rediscover hope and find 
healing. And through prayer and the sharing of the gospel, they 
are reminding families that they are not alone, but very much 
loved.

Across Cuba, Methodist churches have mobilised donations to 
support these efforts. And here in Britain, we are standing in 
solidarity with our partner church.

Solihull Methodist Church sent £1,000 from the 
Benevolence Fund to help with aid following  Hurricane 
Melissa.

Cuban Methodists helping with aid.

The Methodist Church
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The Men’s Coffee Morning group were joined by wives and 
widows of former members, when they held their annual 
lunch at the Golf Club in Barston in November.
Thomas Lee spoke about why so many Hong Kongers have 
come to live in Solihull and some of the issues they faced.   
It was a most enjoyable occasion
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Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Tuesday - Friday
Church Office
0121 705 7367

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

www.solihull-
methodist.org.uk

Rev Donald Ker
Minister

Day off - Friday

Abi Godfree
Children, Youth and 

Families  worker

Anxious?  Concerned?
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain
via Chris Giles 
via the church office 

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Rev Donald Ker, Bryan Fitter, 

Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,  
Glen Mullineux, and  Lawrie Rumens  

Please send material for publication to 
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk  

We reserve the right to edit articles if 
necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg 
files

NB. Last date for the February Messenger 
items is

 Sunday 18th January

Wai Kong
Finance Assistant

Wednesday 14th January   Life as a Tour Guide
    Mary Moore

Wednesday 28th January The adventures of the blue 
    penguin ‘Antarctica’
    John Handford

Soupa Talks

Light lunch, chat and an interesting talk
1.00 pm in the Community Centre

Christmas Lunch

Thursday 4th December 
West Midlands Golf Club

See Sue Balmer to book

CC BY

Deborah Webb
Church Lettings Officer

Church Mission Statement

We believe that to make the all-
embracing love of Jesus Christ 
known, we need to be brave in 
God’s changing world so that all 

can belong and find hope

mailto:messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


December / JanuaryDiary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

30 November
10.30   Night of the 
Father’s Love

3.00   Crib Service in 
Mell Square

1
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

2
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study 
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies

3
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

4
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton
1.00 Soupa Talks
 Christmas lunch

5
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
6.30 Youth Club

6
7.00 Swing into 
Christmas with Out 
of the  Blue Big 
Band

7
10.30 Morning 
service    Gift service

8  
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

9
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study 
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies
7.00   Youth study

10
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

11
9.30   Turkey Trot
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

12
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
10.30  Friendship 
cafe
6.30 Youth Club

13

14
10.30 Morning 
service with Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Donald Ker
6.30   Candlelight 
carols

15
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

16
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study 
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies

17
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

18
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

19
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
6.30 Youth Club

20

21
10.30   Lessons and 
Carols

22
4.30    Carol singing

23
10.30  Men’s Coffee
4.30    Carol singing

24 Christmas 
Eve

3.00   Crib service
4.30    Carol singing
11.15 Midnight 
Communion  Revs 
Peter Bates and Helen 
Cameron

25 Christmas 
Day
10.30    Family 
Celebration  Rev Peter 
Bates

26   Boxing Day
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship

27

28
10.30   Morning 
service  Rev Donald 
Ker

29 30
9.30   Communion
10.30  Men’s Coffee

31
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

1 January
10.30   New Years Day 
Walk

2
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship

3

4.
10.30  Morning 
service Rev Peter 
Bates

5
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

6
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies
7.00 Youth study

7
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

8
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

9
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
10.30  Friendship 
café
6.30 Youth Club

10

11
10.30 Covenant 
service Rev Donald 
Ker
6.30   Quiet space

12
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

13
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies

14
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom
1.00  Soupa Talks

15
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

16
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
6.30 Youth Club

17
3.00  Christingle 
service

18
10.30 Morning 
service   Fowgay 
housegroup

19
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

20
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies
7.00 Youth study

21
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom

22
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

23
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
10.30  Friendship 
café
6.00 Family Fun 
evening with the 
Youth Club

24

25
10.30   Morning 
service  own 
arrangement

26
9.45  Pushchair Club
10.00   Shall we talk?
7.30  Scouts

27
9.30   Communion
10.00 Bible Study
10.30  Men’s Coffee
5.00   Rainbows
6.00   Brownies

28
9.30  Morning
  prayers by Zoom
1.00 Soupa Talks

29
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

30
10.00 Cantonese 
Fellowship
6.30 Youth Club

31
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Christingles and Christingles Service originated from the Moravian Church in 
Germany. In December 1747, a minister at one service gave the children a lighted 
candle with a red ribbon wrapped around it. This was to represents Jesus’s nativity, 
coming as the light of the world. This idea spread through the Moravian Church and 
arrived in Britain later in the same century.

There is some confusion about where the word “Christingle” comes from. One 
explanation is that is a corruption of “Christ-kind” meaning (little) Christ child.

The idea has developed over the years and today’s Christingle usually consists of an 
orange with a candle and sticks holding sweets and/or dried fruit stuck into it. Each 
of these carries a special meaning. The orange represents the world. The red ribbon 
represents the blood and suffering of Jesus, and hence his love embracing the world. 
The sweets or fruits symbolise the fruits of the earth as part of God’s creation and 
hence his sustaining of the world in all directions - the sticks point north, south, east 
and west. And, as in the original version, the lit candle symbolises Jesus as the light 
of the world.

Our Christingle Service is going to be held (as a Celebration Saturday) on Saturday 17 
January at 3:00pm. This is intended primarily for families with young children but 
everybody is invited to attend. So, come along, enjoy the fun, and make your own 
Christingle.

Sunday 16th November was the last day for the collection of Christmas 
Shoeboxes as the boxes were shipped to Eastern Europe on Tuesday 18th 
November.   This year 103 boxes were sent from Solihull Methodist Church.    
20 of these boxes had been created by the Youth Club (as shown in the

Photos) and 18 from the Scouts. The Youth 
Club  boxes were brought into the Sunday 
morning service by the young people. 

Thank you to those who donated boxes,  
small gifts and very generous money 
donations.

Abi talking to the young people about the 
shoeboxes during the service
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