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Following the very moving Zoom meeting 

which some members had on Tuesday 

29th March with Reverend Oleg 

Starodubets and his wife Yulia, we 

received a video update which 

summarises much of what Rev Oleg and 

Yulia reported to us. Here is a transcript.

‘After the Russian attack on Ukraine, 

people living in the cities were in mortal 

danger.  Explosions, shots, air-raid sirens, 

rockets that blow up residential buildings 

have become a reality for Ukrainians. 

Residents of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, 

Zaporinzhzia, Zhytomyr and other cities 

saving their lives were forced to leave 

their homes and go to the western part of 

the country where it is now safer. For 

such people, we organised a temporary 

shelter in Uzhhorod on the basis of a local 

school.  Here refugees can rest, warm up, 

eat and, most importantly, feel safe.  In 

the classrooms we organised sleeping 

places.  Together with the school kitchen 

we organised a full meal.  We also 

organised a children's room in which 

volunteers run a programme for children. 

Everyday new people move in and now 

for the first week we received 274 people 

of which 80 are children and we plan to 

keep on doing more.   

We say thanks to the United Methodist Church for prayers and financial 

support and also thanks to district Superintendent of Ukraine Methodist 

Church, Reverend Oleg Starodubets.’

Oleg and Yulia can be seen in a further video by visiting 

https://www.methodist.eu/news/an-update-from-ukraine

Reverend Oleg Starodubets and his wife Yulia

Devastation caused 
by the war

https://www.methodist.eu/news/an-update-from-ukraine


There was a special service on Sunday 10 April in our church in 
Solidarity with the people of Ukraine.  

Donations of essential items for the people of Ukraine were 
brought to the service and sent via Teams 4U to get there as 
soon as possible.   £580 was also donated.

Fiona Beadle had knitted hearts in the colours of the Ukraine 
flag and they were handed out at the service .   She can let you 
have the knitting pattern  for the Ukraine hearts.

Denys and Margaret  Nicol were still 
wearing their hearts when they went to 
Soupa Talks on the following Wednesday

Dear friends in Christ

My brothers and sisters it can be easy to lose sight of our 
corporate calling and responsibilities. 

Though knowing Christ personally is wonderful beyond 
words, knowing Christ in His body, the church, is meant to 
be wonderful also. Jesus Christ equates His body, the 
church, with Himself. 

Acts 9:1-10. When He said to Saul on the road to 
Damascus, “It is I, Jesus, whom you are persecuting” who 
was Saul persecuting? He was persecuting the church, 
those who believed in Christ. When Saul responded, 
correctly, with “What shall I do, Lord?” he was told by the 
Lord; “It shall be told you what you shall do”. Saul was 
actually told ‘what he was supposed to do’ by a simple 
brother (Ananias) in Damascus, who as part of the body of 
Christ was obedient to the instruction of Christ to go to the 
house in the street called ‘Straight’ and laid hands on Saul. 

This episode is a good clear example 
of the local church’s identification with 
Christ, with an individual member of 
the local church being obedient to 
Christ and being Christ to another 
member. As we have been walking this Lenten period do 
not forget the church functions through the individual 
members’ obedience to Christ. 

Let us all be obedient to Christ. Remember John 15:5
‘Without me you can do nothing.’ ‘Abide in me and I in 
you….He who abides in me, and I in him, bears much fruit’, 
says our Lord Jesus.

Peace & Blessings

Rev Molly
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Prayer box
This month we ask for your prayers for Sandra and Donald Ker, giving 
thanks for a good response to the chemotherapy as we pray for continuing 
healing. 
We pray for Andrea Hunt awaiting a new date for surgery, and for 
protection for Richard Armitage (Kate Handford-Smith’s partner) going out 
to serve as a medic for six weeks in Ukraine. 
We also hold in prayer Rev Oleg Starodubets and his wife Yulia, Pastor 
Dennis and his wife Tanya, as they faithfully serve in Ukraine. 

The Robertsons are thrilled to welcome a new 
addition to their family. Fiona and Cameron had a 
little boy, weighing 6lb 2oz on 7th March. They have 
called him Arthur Samuel. 

BaptismsBirth

Michelle and her brother Giovan, children of Iton and 
Inemesit were baptised on Sunday 10th April.

The baptism of Charlotte, daughter of Michael and Katherine, took place on 
6th March at Wesley Methodist Church, Penang, the oldest Methodist 
Church in Malaysia, dating back to 1891. Michael and Katherine were 
delighted to have their family with them to share in the happy occasion. 

Deaths
We are sorry to announce the deaths of 
Betty Ellis and Margaret Allebon.

Margaret’s funeral will be at “home” at 
Sparkhill Methodist Church (where she 
worshipped for most of her life) on Tuesday 
3rd May  at 10.00am followed by cremation 
at Robin Hood at 11.30am. 

We remember their families and friends in 
our prayers
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Peter Stoakley is taking orders for runner beans and sunflower plants 
which he is selling at the Christian Aid Coffee Morning.  
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The Church Council have authorised the Property Committee to repair / 
replace the Blue Cross at the front of our Church. 

Could any members of the congregation who would like to make a 
donation towards the costs of the refurbishment please contact Jonathan 
Tuckey for electronic payment details.

Alternatively please place any cash or cheque contributions in an envelope 
marked Blue Cross in the offertory bag or hand in to a Steward. 

Thank you, Jonathan Tuckey

Sunday 8th May
1.30 pm

Preceded by a 
church family lunch

(provided by the catering 
committee)

This is your chance to 
vote for new church 

stewards and 
representatives to serve 

on the church council 
and to say thank you for 
those who are stepping 

down.



Good Friday Meditation
The meditation held in the 
church on the afternoon of 
Good Friday used pictures of 
the stations of the cross in a 
modern perspective - some of 
them are shown here.

There were 15 readings 
reflecting the thoughts of 
Mary, as a mother, as she 
walked the journey with Jesus 
to the Crucifixion.
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Molly led the Easter Sunday Celebration service and welcomed the Hong Konger families who have been part of the church 
family for some months, and Catherine Lamb, as members of Solihull Methodist Church

The bare cross from Good Friday was decorated 
with flowers as the congregation entered the 
church and later the cross was brought into the 
service.

The children were in the church during the 
service and they were delighted to help by 
collecting communion glasses and to celebrate 
with Molly by dancing with ribbons to the music.
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This was the moment – SMASH back on stage in 
March after its 2020 production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat had to be 
cancelled at the dress rehearsal, and three further 
attempts to stage that show were to no avail.

Not that rehearsals for this show were like any 
others – social distancing, rehearsals cancelled 
when population COVID infections were too high, 
people needing to self-isolate.  Would the show 
take place?

Miraculously, only one person out of a cast of 45 
and a band of 9 was not able to perform at two of 
the five performances.

We welcomed nearly 500 people into the church 
to enjoy the show, including at a performance 
which offered social distancing.

The cast, as usual, contained members from our 
own and other churches,  and others who respond 
to the fellowship offered in outreach.   Before each 
performance, the cast asked the Rev Donald Ker to 
lead us all in a prayer.  Although Donald was not 
able to be in the show, the cast asked him to send 
in a prayer for each performance of this show.

The content of the show was wide ranging – from 
traditional to very modern musicals, including Les 
Miserables, Guys and Dolls, Half a sixpence, Shrek, 
Mary Poppins, Matilda, SiX and Dear Evan Hansen.
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Wednesday 1st June
3.30 pm in the church with 

–
bring your memories of Coronation Day

Tickets £10   
From Sue Balmer and Joyce Fitter

Proceeds to the Church Project –
Building 4 Hope

Watch out for these new trainers pounding the streets of 
Solihull! They may have flashed past before you notice 
who’s wearing them. We have it on good report that Allen 
Chidziya (Molly’s husband) is in serious training for his half 
marathon in the 2022 Great Birmingham Run on 1st May. It 
will be an exciting celebration with music blazing, crowds 
buzzing, legs pumping and fists bumping, with many local 
charities being supported along the way. 

Allen is kindly donating his sponsorship donations to 
Building4Hope so let’s make sure he raises a wonderful 
sum of money for this year’s church project. 

Sign up to sponsor Allen in the Community Hall after 
morning services, or give Chris and Derek Giles a ring to 
make a donation. 

What a treat it was to hear Kevin and John Robson 
play the piano on Saturday 23rd April.   Their duet 
playing made the piano in the church  sound like a full 
orchestra.

John and Kevin are twin brothers and are both 
professional musicians.    John is the House Master for 
choristers at Christ Church Cathedral School and 
Kevin is the Director of Music at Edgbaston High 
School.

They played 4 piano duets

• Album Espagnol Op 21 by Moszkowski
• Notturno, III from String Quartet No 2 by Borodin
• Sleeping Beauty, suite de Ballet Op 66a by 

Tchaikovsky arr S Rachmaninov
• Warsaw concerto By Addinsell arr J Robson

They played to a large audience in the church and 
over £1100 was raised for Building 4 Hope.

A really good afternoon.
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Electricity Use and Temperature Wed 9th 
March 

Half hourly 
readings

Smart Meters

So called Smart Meters are now read directly 
by energy companies but did you know that 
they can be read every half and you can 
obtain both readings and charts? The 2 charts 
show actual readings for our church. The first 
is the daily amount and temperature for 
March and the second, the half hourly 
amounts for the 9th.  Charts like these can 
help you, and the church, see where there is 
waste and where your electricity (and gas) is 
being used.  For example, use on Wednesday 
the 9th and 23rd is higher than Wednesday 2nd

and 16th. The second chart shows the pattern 
for the 9th.  Cleaners come in early, before 6 
am and the evening is busy with 2 meetings 
plus SMASH rehearsals, but in the middle of 
the day, after Keep Fit,  the difference is due 
to Soupa Talks which  met on the 2nd and 4th

Wednesday, not the 1st and 3rd .

This is just the beginning for Smart meters. The aim is to get households to 
use less energy at peak times and more at off-peak by offering different prices 
during the day and , eventually, having Smart technology in washing machines 
and so on which will automatically switch on at the cheapest times.  

Bird Feeder Volunteer 
Needed
Could you undertake to maintain one or more 
bird feeders in the church grounds? It would 
mean weekly visits through the year, but feed 
can be supplied. Just speak to one of the 
Greener Church team.

Richard Balmer On behalf of the Greener Church 

Group, John and Linda Innes, Pam Beattie, Bryan 

Fitter, Anthony Gough, Cathy Coleman, Sue Kelley, 

Derek Giles, Ann Tran, Sue and Richard Balmer,

Attracting more Wildlife to 
Church Grounds: 
Help Needed
We know native wildlife is under threat in the 
UK – every newly key blocked front garden for 
parking takes away more habitat – but our 
Church Council is supportive of doing more at 
Church.  What is not so clear is the best way 
forward.  If you have some good experience, 
please pass it on to the Gardening and/or the 
Greener Church group.

Litter Pickers take part in the 
Great British Spring Clean 
Another big thankyou is due to the 8 person litter 
picking team who, on 9th April, cleared the whole 
area of Tudor Grange Park between Blossomfield 
Road, the railway, and the stream which runs 
through the park from the Tech, Blossomfield, 
Streetsbrook, Dorchester and its side roads were 
also cleared and all around the station.. 



This is what hope looks like for our small rural church –
fragile, small and un-showy, but with colour.

Sarah Hulme, Rural Mission & Ministry Officer, shares a 
hopeful story from rural Somerset where a small church is 
bringing communities together in new and creative ways.

Sharing our hope of resurrection and new life is certainly 
something at the forefront of our minds over this period of 
Eastertide. In a previous blog, I explored the image of a fire 
lily and invited readers to share any examples of ‘small, un-
showy, rural hope’. The act of sharing stories of hope 
spreads ripples of encouragement and so I pray that you will 
be, as I was, so encouraged to read this contribution below 
from Jacquelene Seel the Community Development Worker 
at Churchill Methodist, part of the Somerset Mendip Circuit.

For me, this story of rural hope tells of the benefits of long-
term investment in relationship building, a willingness to try 
something different, creativity amidst challenges, 
ecumenical collaboration – what can be achieved when we 
work together across boundaries, the importance of 
demonstrating a visible presence in the community, and the 
boldness to share our small offering in order to encourage 
others who may yet be considering how to try something like 
this in their local community.

Here is Jacquelene’s story of hope:

“Similar to many rural churches, the last ‘Sunday School’ at 
Churchill Methodist was over a decade ago. In 2018, our 
minister and congregation agreed that being close to nature, 
whether in a garden, park or wild place, helped many of us 
feel closer to God. Our vision was to pioneer a monthly 
intergenerational format with nature inspired activities and 
crafts, making use of outdoor rural spaces where possible 
(apple orchard, bluebell woods and beach) and always 
including a Bible story with prayer. 

In August 2018, we had our first Sunday afternoon gathering 
with hotdogs, jelly and ice cream. Since then, the number of 
regular and occasional families has gradually grown.

"During the pandemic, we kept in touch with families by 
delivering ‘Message Bags’ which included the Bible story, 
prayer ideas and themed crafts. Gradually, we re-started in

person with outdoor gatherings and during the dark winter 
months, we have been able to meet in our hall. Through 
festival services and social events, morning worshipping 
seniors and ‘CREATE!Sunday’ afternoons, families have been 
getting to know each other. This is what hope looks like for 
our small rural church – fragile, small and un-showy, but with 
colour.

"In February we collaborated ecumenically in the village with 
St Mary’s Messy Church team from the neighbouring village 
and held an outreach event designed to draw together locals 
from traditional village homes and the newer estates across 
both villages. Outside Churchill Methodist the old, 
weathered wizened holly tree, was given a makeover when 
local families and seniors adorned it with salt dough love 
hearts, ribbons and flowers on a Saturday morning in 
February, as a display of the community Love Bomb 
coordinated by churches in Churchill and Langford.

"This two centre ‘splash’ event attracted families and seniors 
– 150 people, many of whom were new contacts. The aim of 
our ecumenical ‘splash’ events is to show our churches are 
alive and kicking and sow seeds of the gospel message by 
giving people an experience they want to share afterwards 
with their own family and friends.”

Many thanks to Jacquelene for taking the time to encourage 
us all with her local example of rural hope. 

This year's John Wesley Lecture will take place on 
24 May ("Wesley Day") 

and the speaker will be Dr. Tim Underhill on the topic of the Wesleys
and Shorthand.

The Lecture can be attended both in person and via Zoom.  
To book go to http://lincoln.ox.ac.uk/events/the-annual-john-wesley-
lecture-2022

This event is being put on in partnership with Wesley Memorial Church, 
Oxford, and Lincoln College, University of Oxford (where John Wesley 
was a Fellow).

"The Needles of the Friends": 
The Wesleys and Shorthand

Sarah Hulme
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Tuesday - Friday

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Molly Chitokwindo
Minister

Day off - Friday

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,  

Rev Molly Chitokwindo and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for June Messenger items is 
Monday 16th May

Worried?  

Anxious? 

Concerned?

Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles via the church office 



May Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
10.30 Morning 

service Rev Dr 

Jane Craske

2 3
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

4
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

5
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

6
6.30   EN RG

7

8
10.30 Morning 
service with holy 
Communion  Rev 
Molly Chitokwindo

12.30 Church family 
lunch provided by 
catering committee

1.30 Church AGM

9
10.15 Pushchair club
1.00   Pushchair club
7.30    Scouts

10
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

11
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

12
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

13
10.30 Friendship 
Café
6.30   EN RG

14
10 – 2.00 Christian 
aid Coffee Morning

15
10.30  Morning 
service  Rev Cleopas 
Sibanda

16
10.15 Pushchair club
1.00   Pushchair club
7.30    Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

18
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

19
9.30 Church Ramble
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

20
6.30   EN RG

21

22
10.03   Morning 
service  - own 
arrangement

23
10.15 Pushchair club
1.00   Pushchair club
7.30    Scouts

24
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s  Coffee  
morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

25
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

26  Ascension 
Day
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

27
10.30 Friendship 
Café
6.30   EN RG

28

29
10.30   Morning 
service  Mary 
Mahachi

30
7.00  District  
Ordinands Testimony 
Service

31
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s  Coffee  
morning

1 June
3.30 Jubilee 
Celebration with the 
Contact Choir and 
Cream Tea

2 3 4

15

Sunday Morning  
Service 

Sunday 22nd May

10.30 am

This service will be led by the 
group of church members 

who went to Spring Harvest 
at Easter
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In recent weeks Young church have been looking at the Lord’s 
Prayer as have the Lent groups and to mark the end of that 
series they produced a video of themselves signing this prayer 
in Makaton.

Sadly during the service the video was lost but it can be seen at 
https://youtu.be/pFLupYUhlMc https://youtu.be/pFLupYUhlMc

On Easter Sunday Young Church met for 
breakfast church on the lawns outside the church.   
They brought a ‘bring and share’ breakfast.    As 
well as pastries, fruit, yoghurt and sausages they 
shared in conversation, egg and spoon races, 
crafts and laughter.
When the rest of the congregation arrived the 
families went into church to continue the Easter 
joy with song and worship.

Young Church meets with a hybrid arrangement .   They will
meet live in room 5 and in parallel they meet  on Zoom for
those overseas and who can’t get to church. Contact Linda for 
more information

EN.GAGE for Year 6 and older now meets in Room 3, 
behind the stage in the Community Centre

Drastic Plastic

Join in the Big Plastic Count from 

16th - 22nd May. 

We’ll be counting our packets and plastic bits with you – yoghurt 
pots, bottle caps, the lot.

We already know there aren’t enough reusable options out there 
that work for everyone. The reality is we’re being forced to throw 
away plastic that shouldn’t have been produced in the first place.

To find out more go to
https://thebigplasticcount.com/how-it-works

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FpFLupYUhlMc%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0kyJhoFW_TmOjz9HVBMjzf0jSnp2j3n8DBIPut4t6-NQUv7FazW4AT2Nc&h=AT2tpOxxyFjeFT-dbbQA7tBSx1-zC3PaQHNN5gmqnx2Qr7Q5Lik1ELV5Rf5fdRqVE1TOlphqTTqKZkrZL8gslnoa27VRIeveplNneqMXgADif6a54Y7uamuMKcPbvfHwZ26I8xLsZQfR2QGHZw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT14w6fm5MpZ9lyt5OWMtmgQnK0s82CPHBg54uNOsK27kua45kUuvZwAP47YALFPLK4Gkihy3SIkRT7pLzN6lGNQX5zX_CJYyTNw_NLrMTWBNu_u_d4DOgvabIEb8o9odTGM04x4fM0IQLsjY0XptQFGjThAKfoiXefPlcAza1mrf94TDRQGgjoASsGNsDciNTfmh439f7UkD2kAsoU
https://youtu.be/pFLupYUhlMc?fbclid=IwAR0kyJhoFW_TmOjz9HVBMjzf0jSnp2j3n8DBIPut4t6-NQUv7FazW4AT2Nc

