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Easter Services

Palm Sunday, 10th April   10.30 am   - Revd Molly Chitokwindo
The Chancel Singers to sing ‘Our Father’

Good Friday, 15th April 11.00 am Churches Together Walk of Witness 
meet at St. Augustine's Church

2.00 pm Service of meditation and quiet music

Easter Sunday, 17th April 11.00 am Holy Communion Revd Molly Chitokwindo 
Bring a flower to decorate the cross

Bring a flower on Easter Sunday 
morning to transform the bare cross 

from Good Friday to Easter Day
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In February Aurelia competed in her first competition of the 
year at Amber Valley Gymnastics. Trying out her new routines 
for the first time. Aurelia won gold on Floor, Vault,
Bars and Beam which made her the overall winner. She also 
took the award for Artistry for her round.

Liz Prater celebrated her 90th birthday on Wednesday  
16th March.    Happy birthday Liz.

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Stella Isaacs 
who was a member of Solihull Methodist Church for 
many years.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and 
friends.

Prayer box

Many people in our church family are in need of our 
prayers. This month, we ask for your prayers for all 
those who are in residential care, remembering also 
those who love them and miss them.  

Margaret Allebon, Richard Beattie, Ann Bennett, 
Margaret Bryan, Betty Ellis, Peter Handley, Chris Pickles 
and Michael Willett. 

CC BY-NC

Cathy and James Coleman welcomed a new grandson 
on Tuesday 15th March, a brother for Iris, a son for 
Naomi and Trent. Jonah Alexander weighed in at 6lb 
9oz. Everyone doing really well!!

New grandson

Congratulations to David and Eileen Allen who 
celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary on 
Thursday 17th March

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


10th February 1924 – 14th February 2022

There was an appropriately packed church to give thanks 
and pay tribute to Reg whose life was so full of adventure 
and service to others. 

The entry music of Penny Lane celebrated his birth on 24 
February 1924 in Elm Hall Drive just off Penny Lane in 
Liverpool. He was still there on leaving school, when he 
joined Martins Bank and at the same time the Home 
Guard (Yes he loved Dad’s Army).

The call to fight the oppression of WW2 was great and 
1942 saw him sign up with the Royal Navy where he was 
trained as a radar technician.   From his base at Lee on 
Solent he was quickly posted to the Arctic Convoys, where, 
against all the odds he survived three tours. He always said 
that he enjoyed the sense of adventure in spite of 
horrendous conditions .   He told us of climbing the radio 
masts at -30 degrees in a gale to chip the ice from the 
aerials). He was proud of his medals from Russia and from 
home.

After VE day he was posted to Singapore where he was in 
time to be in the party that received the formal surrender 
of the Japanese and establish local governance again.

By 1946 he was back in Martins Bank and in his spare time, 
when playing tennis and badminton, he met Pat who was 
such a lifetime partner and love. He had joined the RN 
Reserve and ,to his surprise in 1951, was called up again, 
this time to train recruits to be technicians for the Korean 
War.

By 1953 he was back at Martins Bank in Hanley and 
married to Pat. In 1957 he came to Solihull as the Bank 
Manager in the Stratford Road Branch. Previously 
Anglicans, he and Pat tried our Church and never looked 
back. Tennis still occupied them (he became club captain 
at Marsh Lane and was still playing regularly in 2013!) as 
did his walking, especially in the Lakes. 

Martins Bank was taken over by Barclays in 1969 and with 
the resultant closure of his branch, he took over as 
manager of the Rubery branch where he stayed until he 
retired in 1981.    He resurrected the Rubery carnival.

You can’t stop an active man of service. Always serving 
others he filled so many roles in our church: steward, 
treasurer, Auditor.   He started the monthly Church 
Ramble and was a leader in establishing the men’s 
Tuesday coffee meeting which he attended until a couple 
of weeks before he died. His love of the Lake District grew 
and he arranged for other church men to join an annual 
walking holiday there. What an example to us all that he 
managed to walk up Scafell Pike at  80 years old and was 
still walking with the men’s group in 2019.

He joined the RN Association at its Knowle Branch, 
becoming it’s President and for years he enjoyed visiting 
schools to tell them of his experiences.

Many of us remember 
the Bywell home in 
Mirfield Road, especially 
the clock golf in the back 
garden  open to all 
including the Guild 
Garden parties. It was 
quite a wrench when, 
after Pat’s death he 
moved first to 
Abbeyfield House and a 
couple of years ago to 
the Star and Garter 
where he died aged 98 years.

Many  recall his recent escapade on a trip to Iceland when 
he was winched off his boat by helicopter to be ferried to 
hospital in front of the TV camera. He enjoyed that as well! 
And we smiled as we remembered his Liverpool sense of 
humour.

We celebrate Reg’s love of life, adventure and service. He 
was a man who fundamentally believed that each day 
should be measured, treasured and used well.; He loved of 
walking and the Lakes.   He loved people and of course his 
total love was for his family, married to Pat for over 60 
years and sons Chris, Nick and Tim.   And of course he 
loved God with a quiet deep faith in God’s love for all. In 
every meaning of the word, his life was a complete 
pilgrimage.

Peter Bates conducted the service and told of God’s love 
for us all, a love that never ends and now welcomes Reg 
with Pat into God’s arms. 

You can read some of this in his own words on 
https://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/Prattle-362-1411-Remembrance-
Supplement.pdf

Lawrie Rumens

Reginald Wallace Bywell

The wreath commemorating Reg’s wartime service 
which was laid on the grass outside the church
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19th January 1932 – 13th January 2022

Rita was the adopted child of the Sylvester family in Wales, 
where she learnt to speak both Welsh and English. You 
would not have known this from the lady we knew, who 
had a very refined English spoken voice. She became a 
primary school teacher with a real passion for bringing the 
best out in children. At one school she fell in love with 
Freddie Martin, a handsome ex-fighter pilot, 6’ 4” and a 
fellow teacher. For respectability, she moved to St Michaels 
School in Bartley Green so that she was not working with 
Freddie, but they still married in 1972 and lived very happily 
together.

Many of the details of this tribute were furnished by Lee 
Bennett, with whom she had a lifetime friendship after 
recognising the talent of the 7-year-old boy she was 
teaching. It was a privilege to hear his eulogy at her 
thanksgiving service and we learnt and recognised so many 
things from his perspective of her. He was an avid reader 
and when the classroom books were all read, Rita found 
him many more and started to cultivate his knowledge and 
wisdom. They wrote to each other, and he visited the 
Martins, who encouraged him to grasp opportunities. 

Rita retired early, in 1984 to care firstly for her mother in 
Kings Heath, and later for Freddie when he developed skin 
cancer. In 1985, 12-year-old Lee’s father died, and Rita and 
Freddie became like an aunt and uncle to him. They 
continued to persuade Lee to try things out and she and 
Freddie opened up the world of Higher Education for him so 
that he went to university to study languages. Rita was 
always very proud to tell you of her “honorary nephew”.

It is impossible for us now to know how many other 
children she nurtured and encouraged. She had an affinity 

with children. Interestingly, she 
had at least 8 families in Japan 
whom she supported, and was 
delighted at the age of 77 to go 
to Japan to meet them all again.

In 2005, Freddie died, and 
Rita moved to Solihull. It comes 
as no surprise to learn that 
after joining our church she 
taught in Sunday school. Her 
wisdom and impish sense of 
humour attracted children to 
her. Always willing to help, she served coffee on 
Wednesday mornings and joined the catering committee. 
At a charity fashion show, Rita was an elegant model, and 
was always perfectly turned-out for church-- despite having 
walked over two miles from home. 

Lockdown was a sad time for Rita. She had spent so many 
years caring for others but found it very difficult to accept 
the help of others. Finally, she allowed Lee and his mother 
to do her shopping and visit her. Her determination and 
independence were very much part of her. 

Lee gave us two of her favourite quotations from Jane 
Austen:

‘It isn’t what we say or think that defines us, but what we 
do.’ (Sense and Sensibility)

‘There is nothing I would not do for those who really are my 
friends. I have no notion of loving people by halves, it’s not 
my nature.’ (Northanger Abbey)

We thank God for the life of Rita Martin.

Rita Bronwen Martin

Christian Aid seed trays

Peter Stoakley has planted more 
than 120 pots with runner bean 
seeds for the plants to be ready 
for the Christian aid Coffee 
morning.
You can order your plants now 
from Peter 
(pstoakley@hotmail.com or 
0121 408 6976)

Other plants wll be for sale at 
the Coffee Morning
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Dear friends
Let me again remind each one of us this Lenten period one 

of Jesus’ priorities. One of his priorities was to 
communicate the kingdom of God in a relevant way. We 
know that Jesus would not only draw a crowd, He would 
hold their attention. He spoke in an idiom that everyone 
understood and He told brief stories that grabbed people. 
Before they knew it, His listeners were caught in a net of 
uncompromising truths that directly challenged their 
values, beliefs and priorities.

The two things that Jesus used more than anything else 
were parables and proverbs. Parables are earthly stories 
that illustrate heavenly truths. Proverbs are terse sayings 
that express in a simple way the deep wisdom of the 
kingdom of God. 

Here’s how you can learn to communicate like Jesus:

Realize that communication is a way of living, not a skill set.  
Understand that Jesus – who never conducted a media 
campaign or travelled the globe or never had a degree on 
communication from university – has influenced the world 
more than anyone else who ever lived because of who He 
was.  Know that people will respond to your character 
much more than they will to any communication 
techniques you use.

Let us keep the main thing, our main thing as the Church of 
Christ. Let’s communicate the kingdom of God in a 
“relevant way,” don’t forget to be simple. God does not use 
bricks and mortar to build but He uses people like you and 
me. No excuses: let Him use us this Lent. Read Colossians 
4:6

We are now in Solihull. We are so thankful and happy to be 
here.  The house is different from what I saw when I first 
visited. But I want you to know that the tidiest place at the 
manse is the garden. Thank you for making the garden look 
so beautiful. I want to use this opportunity to say thank you 
to everyone for your love and kindness for the flowers and 
cards we are receiving. I pray that this relationship started 
by God not us will grow stronger and stronger

This is what was said to us/me from August until we moved 
here on 11/03/22.

• Use my garage to store some of your stuff.

• There is a spare bedroom in my house for overnight 
sleep if you had a long day and don’t want to drive 
back to Hodge Hill.

• Don’t eat sandwiches for lunch.   Come and have hot 
food at our house.

• You don’t have to go home and come back for the 
meeting:  have supper with us before the meeting.

• Just give me a call if you are stuck in traffic, I will do 
the service for you.

• We will have a zoom meeting so that you don’t have 
to drive late.

• We will let you off before the end 
of the meeting we know you are
tired.

• I am here to help you with anything, 
sister.

• I am not going to be home for Christmas - here are 
some decorations for your tree.

• We have cakes upstairs it is ……….’s birthday.

• Here are some chocolates to keep you going

• Go and be with your family.   You have one father; we 
will have you in the future Christmas.

The list is endless. Again, thank you for this all of you!

Peace & Blessings

Rev Molly

Allen Chidziya (Molly’s husband) is in training to run 
a half marathon in The Birmingham Half Marathon 
on 1st May.
He will be raising funds for Building for Hope.
Please sponsor him



It was good to share fellowship and food 
together after worship on Sunday 6th March, 
while also raising money for Building4Hope. We 
had a great team of helpers preparing our 
Ploughman’s Lunch, ably supported by our cake 
bakers who provided a fine array of treats to 
enjoy with our hot drinks. Thanks to extra 
donations, we raised £373.79 which got our 
fund-raising off to an encouraging start. 

Several people have enquired about the best 
way to make donations. Bank transfer to a 
special account is the best method, and our 
treasurer Caroline has given us those details to 
pass on to anyone who would like to donate in 
this way. (Speak to Chris or Derek.) Cheques and 
cash are of course very welcome, in an envelope 
marked Building4Hope, made payable to Solihull 
Methodist Church, mentioning gift aid if 
appropriate. 

Our next event is ‘Music for a Spring Afternoon’ 
by the Robson Piano Duo on Saturday 23rd April 
at 3 pm in the church, followed by refreshments 
in the Community Hall. Twin brothers, Kevin & 
John Robson, will play a duet of well known 
classical pieces, the programme to include works 
by Addinsell, Borodin and Tchaikovsky. Kevin 
trained at Birmingham Conservatoire and is 
Director of Music at Edgbaston High School. 
John, who trained at the Royal Northern College 
of Music, works at Christ Church Cathedral 
School in Oxford. We can assure you that this will 
be an afternoon not to be missed!

Please help us to change lives, one life at a time. 

Chris Giles

Future fund Raising

Piano Duets by Robson Duo

Tickets    £10.00
On sale after Sunday morning service from

Pam Beattie, Chris and Derek Giles and also from the 
church office.
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Joyce and George are taking on the 2022 Air 
Base Challenge to walk 40 miles before the 
end of May.

They are asking for sponsorship to raise funds 
for the Midlands Air Ambulance that operates 
in this area.

This vital life saving service is funded entirely 
by public subscription and needs to raise £10 
million a year to sustain the service.

For sponsorship forms or to make a donation 
contact Joyce or Bryan Fitter. 

Reg’s Rambles, which morphed into Cooke’s Tours, take 
place on the 3rd Thursday of every month when walkers 
congregate at 9.30 am and welcome all who enjoy a 5 mile 
or so walk in the local countryside, the open air and, usually, 
a good place of refreshment at the end.  Somehow or other 
Martin, certainly, has arranged for above average weather 
on those 3rd Thursdays and the March ‘tour’ was blessed 
with exceptional sunshine, clear skies after the previous 
day’s rain, and just comfortably fresh air.  Sadly the dreaded 
Covid had struck him, happily not seriously, and certainly 
not enough to stop him finding a deputy and providing a 
map and comprehensive notes. Nonetheless, there was 
apprehension as the party set off from the Wilson’s in 
Knowle under a new leader which was not eased by the first 
missed turning and unintended detour - although this did 
allow a longer walk along the Grand Union canal than 
Martin had planned.  Thereafter the party were to travel 
east across lovely green fields and quiet lanes to Piersil End 
seeing the first Persil-white lambs (couldn’t resist) in 2 of 
the fields.  Then came drama, for we had to cross the 
Blythe.   Two oncoming walkers had said  “the ford’s up a 
bit”.  Indeed, the bridge over had been washed away and

the river was running fast over the road.  Happily the 
downstream edge of the road was more or less level and most 
got across without water filling their boots.  Thereafter the sun 
continued to shine; the countryside continued to look 
wonderful; the sight of the Parish Church tower ahead calmed 
the initial apprehension; and the Wilson’s carvery lived up to 
its good-value-for-money reputation.  Thankyou again, Martin 

Richard Balmer

A big thank you to all of those who shared memories and photos of 
their time in, or leading, 11th Solihull Brownies.

Their 60th birthday fell in half-term week, so they had a relaxed start 
to the celebrations. 

Snowy Owl (Mandy) made cupcakes, and the Rainbows and Brownies 
started some of their 60th birthday challenges.  These included a 
family bingo card, with different tasks from the Brownie Handywoman
badge of the 1950s. Linda swapped out "sharpen a knife on a 
grindstone" for "load the dishwasher or do the washing up" (!) but
other tasks, such as locating the water stopcock and learning how to
turn it off, and finding out how the circuit breaker works, are great
skills for all of them.

When the weather improves, they have plans to celebrate even more.
Watch this space ...                                                           Linda Bates
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The Church Council met on Monday 7th March. 
The main headlines are that the Church Council 

• Welcomed Sharon Clutterbuck as the Circuit Steward 
representative of the Green Team.

• Received resignations from the church council from 
Malcolm Evans as Health and Safety Representative and 
Alison Faulkner as Lettings Secretary. They were all thanked 
for the work they had done as council members.

• Appointed Kevin Allen as the new Lettings Secretary.

• Recognised the years of work Molly Bird and Margaret and 
Denys Nicol had dedicated as pastoral visitors. Liz Pickles was 
appointed as a new pastoral visitor.

• Agreed to reduce the Covid restrictions in Church (see 
separate notice).

• Adopted the Annual Report and Accounts for the year 
ending 31 August 2021.

• Adopted the Reserves Policy.

• Heard the concerns about the Financial Statement as of 
31.12.21, There has been an increase in the monies we 
receive from lettings, but also, we now have to pay bank 
charges and there has been an increase in energy charges.

• Agreed the Property Committee could ask the 
congregation for funds towards illuminating the blue cross at 
the front of the church.

• Were thanked for the new screen and projector in Room 5 
which has enabled Young Church to work in a hybrid way.

• Raised their concerns about the unknown rise in energy 
costs as SSE will not now give quotes and the events in 
Ukraine will also have an impact on costs.

• Approved the Safeguarding Policy.

• Heard from Molly about the group set up for Hong 
Kongers- the people from Hong Kong who have come to live 
in England.

• Agreed that the 2 proposals put forward from the Greener 
Church Group be discussed further by the Property 
committee with Richard Balmer, convener of the Greener 
Church Group.

• Reports were received from Churches Together in Solihull 
and the Church Life and Mission Committee

• Agreed the AGM would be on Sunday 8th May following a 
church family lunch to which all are invited.

Helen Banks,  Church Council Secretary

We are now looking for nominations for the church council.

There are five spaces available. If you would like to be 
nominated for one of these vacancies please can you contact a 
steward or the office either by email office@solihull-
methodist.org.uk or phone 0121 705 7367. You will need to fill 
in a nomination form, which are available on Sunday morning 
or from the office.

Nominations need to be received by Monday 2nd May. 

The AGM will be on Sunday 8th May when voting will take 
place.

Helen Banks, Church Council Secretary

At the Church Council Meeting on Monday 7th March, 

the Church Council agreed from Sunday 20th March 

➢ Remove the need for booking of seats and stop 

taking a register of those present.

➢ Low level windows will be opened as weather 
dictates

➢ Face masks can be removed when you have 
been/are seated i.e. wear them to enter and leave. 
In the Socially Distanced (SD) seating area masks 
remain on whilst singing but in the continuous 
seating area face masks may be removed for the 
duration of the Service.

➢ The rows of SD seating on the Projector side will be 
reduced. Elsewhere there will be continuous 
seating. Markers will be available if people want to 
give distance between them and others.

➢ The Main doors will be used for entry and exit.

➢ Collection bags will be used for the Offertory.

➢ Special measures will be used for Holy Communion 
whilst there are people in the SD seating.

➢ All ‘Virus Safety Measures’ signage removed.

➢ Sanitiser remains available, especially the wall 
mounted dispensers.

Covid Restrictions 
liftedx Church Council Nominations

Nominations for Church Stewards
Nominations are invited for the post of Church Steward. 
Nominations must be by Church members and submitted in 
confidence to the Church Office. Nomination forms are 
available from the Office. Please ensure that the nominees 
(who must also be members of the Church) are content to 
stand for election. The Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the 
8th May 2022 will appoint two Church Stewards.   In the event 
that more than two nominations are received there will be a 
vote at the AGM. 

The Church Stewards have already identified Liz Pickles and 
Glen Mullineux who are willing to stand for election.

Nominations close on Monday 2nd May.
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Help Ukraine – Skip a Shower
It is a very uncomfortable thought that every shower we 
take, every litre of fuel we buy, every light left on, directly 
helps Putin.  This is because, when the world has bought as 
much gas and oil as it can from other countries, it has to go 
to Russia for the rest.  Every 1o we reduce our thermostat; 
every time we walk instead of using the car – you know this 
and all the other ways to save energy – means less money to 
fund Putin’s murderous attempt to conquer Ukraine. 

Build Your Own Hedgehog Home
Hedgehog numbers in the UK are in decline although there is 
some hope of recovery in urban gardens where they 
perform a royal service eating slugs and snails, beetles and 
so on. Could you make one for your garden?  The Wildlife 
Trust has an easy-to-make design using 20 mm thick sheets 
of plywood. Just google 
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-
hedgehog-home

Birds 1: Squirrels 0
One can only admire the athleticism of squirrels as they 
disappear vertically up trees or leap from branch to branch 
but they are a pain when they gorge on the food you put out 
for birds.  But, the Giles family have found a solution: a 
dome. Squirrels can still climb up the pole but, if you look at 
the picture, you can see they can’t get round the dome 
which is fitted on the pole below the feeders. 
Key in ‘anti-squirrel domes for bird feeders’ to find suppliers, 
all offering domes for less than £20.

Attracting more Wildlife to Church 
Grounds: Help Needed
We know native wildlife is under threat in the UK – every 
newly key blocked front garden for parking takes away 
more habitat – but our Church Council is supportive of 
doing more at Church.  What is not so clear is the best way 
forward.  If you have some good experience, please pass it 
on to the Gardening and/or the Greener Church group.

Clean for the Queen: Sat 9th April
Can you help by spending an hour collecting litter from the 

streets near the church in this Jubilee year? Come along 

any time in the morning from 10 am onwards.  

Richard Balmer on behalf of the Greener Church Group 

Luxury chocolate. Buy one get one 
Tree
Joyce Fitter has told me that a great, great, great grandson 
of John, the founder of the Cadbury empire, is offering a 
range of chocolate treats. One line is 75 gram bars of 
special chocolate in eco-friendly packaging which can be 
sent as a birthday or greeting card. They come with a 
commitment to plant a tree in Kenya for every purchase.  
Google the lovecocoa.com website for more details. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-hedgehog-home


New Role for Rev Nick Jones

Rev Nick Jones has accepted the position of Superintendent of the Sutton Park Circuit 
from September 2022. Nick will not have pastoral responsibility for any Churches in the 
Sutton Park Circuit, but will continue pastoral responsibility at Castle Bromwich, Saltley, 
Nether Whitacre and Water Orton Churches and will continue to reside in this Circuit. It 
does mean however that Nick will not now be taking on pastoral responsibility at Carrs
Lane as originally planned.

New superintendents

With the Rev Dr Neil Johnson,
one of our other current 
Superintendents, leaving at the end 
of August, we are pleased to 
announce that from 1st September 
2022 the Rev Farai Mapamula and Rev 
Cleopas Sibanda will become the two 
new Circuit Superintendents. We 
thank them and assure them of our 
full support in their new roles.

Friendship Cafe meets every other Friday (second and 
fourth Friday of the month) in Room 5 in the 
Community Centre for a couple of hours of laughter 
and games plus the obligatory drinks and cake.  

Pictured are some of the ladies enjoying the ever 
popular game of Rummikub (a bit like Scrabble but 
without the board or letters!) New guests, men and 
ladies, always welcome. 

Please speak to Diane if you are interested, or just 
turn up.  

CC BY

On Palm Sunday we will have completed 
our Lenten house groups study of the Lord’s 
Prayer.

The Chancel Singers are already rehearsing 
the work “Our Father” by Pepper Choplin
which is a moving celebration of the Lords 
Prayer. 

They last sang that for us in 2018.
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April meeting at Soupa Talks
Wednesday 13th April

Jaipur— A Grand Floral Affair  
Margaret Rumens

Wednesday 1st June Jubilee Celebration
3.30 pm in the church with 
Contact choir                                            Cream tea 
Coronation memories – bring your memories of Coronation Day

Tickets £10.00   Proceeds to the church Project - Building for Hope 

Wednesday 13th July Coach Trip to Shrewsbury Gaol   

Historic county prison built in 1793
An ex prison officer shines light on what life was like for prisoners, 
bringing the prison to life through a no-holds-barred tour.
Cost £40.00

Wednesday 10th August Coach Trip to Highgrove

A chance to visit Prince Charles’ wonderful Gloucestershire garden.    
Numbers limited to only 26 – first come, first served.   Registration 
essential
Cost £54.00

See Bryan Fitter to book



Messy Church Conference
The Messy Church Conference (Friday 20 May –

Sunday 22 May) is an intergenerational conference 
for all Messy Church leaders and teams of any age.

The keynote speaker will be Dr Paula Gooder. Enjoy 
a range of workshops and 2 complete Messy Church 

sessions as well as experience first hand the new 
Messy Church Goes Wild resource.

Venue: The Hayes Christian Conference Centre, 
Swanwick, Alfreton, DE55 1AU

To book
www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/messy-church-

events/products/messy-church-international-
conference-2022
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The morning service on Sunday 6th March started 
with Molly and her sister, Memory accompanied by 
Allen on the guitar, singing in Shona (translated into 
English ‘I am praying blessed Saviour’).

A Good Start to the Service

On Saturday 19 March fourteen of us attended a Lent Quiet Day at 
Earlswood Methodist Church, the Chapel in the Fields. We were 
blessed with wonderful bright sunshine, daffodils in flower and the 
trees although not in leaf had a stark beauty of their own against the 
amazingly blue sky.

We were led by Professor Christopher Southgate who lectures in 
theology at Exeter University. Christopher’s theme was the Holy 
Spirit and he began with the hymn ‘Come down O Love Divine’ StF
372, taking the third line ‘visit us with thine own ardour glowing.’ He 
then moved on to assurances from St. Paul about how the Spirit 
helps us to pray when we cannot and then to the Fruits of the Spirit 
focussing on Love.

Christopher structured the day with four short talks each followed by 
a half hour of silent reflection - inside the chapel, using drawing 
materials etc in the hall, outside sitting or walking round the field. 
Christopher is a poet and introduced us to a poem of his titled ‘River’ 
prefaced by a line from Acts 16:13 “On the Sabbath day we went out 
of the gate by the river where we thought there would be a place of 
prayer.” His descriptions of the river in all its moods reflected the ups 
and downs of our lives.

We had a Bring Your Own lunch (with cake provided) and the buzz of 
fellowship was such a wonderful contrast to the gentle silence of our 
reflective times.

Thank you Molly for inviting Christopher, to Christopher for his 
ministry to us, to Earlswood Church for their hospitality and to all 
who made the day happen. We look forward to more opportunities 
like this.

Sue Kelley

https://www.cct.org.uk/the-hayes/the-hayes-conference-centre


All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain have 
launched an emergency appeal in response to events 
unfolding in Ukraine.
As communities face violence, upheaval, and the trauma of 
war, your urgent support is needed. Working together with 
the Global Relationships Team of the Methodist Church in 
Britain, donations will be used to support the response to the 
crisis happening in Ukraine, and ensure that critical 
humanitarian assistance is available to those who need it.
Donate via www.allwecan.org.uk/donate/make-a-donation/

Solidarity with Ukraine: 
Sanctuary for Refugees I am deeply troubled and angry at 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This is an injustice, not least 
in terms of:

•   The use of force by Russia to invade a nation to build its 
own security. The end result will do little to leave either 
Russia or Europe in a more secure place

•   The use of violence to resolve a conflict in the 21st 
century, which is also driving civilians to resort to guns

•   The large number of casualties and deaths including 
civilians 

•   Thousands of civilians forced to flee from danger and 
threat of  violence to protect their lives. According to the UN 
up to 7 million will leave Ukraine and cross a border for 
safety and sanctuary. This will be the largest refugee 
situation since 2015. Many remain trapped in the long 
queues in Ukraine at borders, without shelter, food or drink, 
and some face hostility here too 

•   Young and old, children and babies among the refugees. 
This is the reality of conflict. It is conflict which makes 
refugees 

•   The possibilities of the escalation of the conflict and 
violence and refugee numbers.

What is clearly visible in the situation are two realities: 
violence and refugees. Where there is war, violence and 
persecution, there are always refugees. And as always, 
refugees try to escape and find sanctuary in the nearest next 
country, in this case Poland, and are grateful for welcome, 
hospitality and safety. Poland has welcomed refugees with 
open arms and given them sanctuary. Britain can follow this 
lead. 

It is deeply disturbing to see images emerging of refugees of 
African and Asian ethnicities and colours being blocked, and 
facing racism and hostility, while trying to flee violence. This 
is a further violation of human rights and unacceptable. 
Every person seeking safety must be valued and welcomed 
equally and with compassion. We can all respond to 
refugees with humanity, hospitality and hope. The way 
forward in the conflict must be a ceasefire in the violence, a 
ceaseless diplomatic dialogue and non-violent resolution. 

As Christians we are called to speak out for peace and 
support sanctuary. It is good to hear of churches around 
Britain, Ukraine and other countries offering space for 
prayer, and opening their doors to offer sanctuary. Every 
Church can be a Church of Sanctuary. We will work and pray 
for a world without war and violence, and always sanctuary 
for those whose lives are vulnerable to danger and harm. 

Inderjit Bhogal
Former President of the Methodist Church
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
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Pastoral Coordinator
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Team

Rev Molly Chitokwindo
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,  

Rev Molly Chitokwindo and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for May Messenger items is 
Monday 11th April

Worried?  

Anxious? 

Concerned?

Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles via the church office 

http://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/
mailto:messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk


April Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
6.30   EN RG

2

3
10.30 Morning 
service  Rev Dr 
Christine Dutton

4
10.15 Pushchair club
1.00   Pushchair club
7.30    Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

6
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

7.00   An Evening 
with Stephen 
Cherry – see below

7
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

8
10.30 Friendship 
Café
6.30   EN RG

9
10.00 onwards 
Clean for the Queen 
– Lltter pick

10 Palm
Sunday 

10.30  Morning 
service  Rev Molly 
Chitokwindo

11 12
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

13
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

1.00 Soupa Talks

14 Maundy 
Thursday

15  Good 
Friday
11.00  Walk of 
witness

16

17   Easter 
Sunday
11.00   Morning 
service  Rev Molly 
Chitokwindo

18 19
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s  Coffee  
morning

20
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

21 22
10.30 Friendship 
Café

23 
3.00 pm Music for a 
Spring Afternoon

24
10.30   Morning 
service   Wayne 
Hudson

25
10.15 Pushchair club
1.00   Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

26
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s  Coffee  
morning
5.00   Rainbows
6.00  Brownies

27
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

28
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15   Badminton

29 30
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The Revd Dr Stephen Cherry is the Dean of the Chapel at Kings 
College Cambridge. Stephen was appointed Dean in 2014, 
returning after 20 years to the College, having been Chaplain 
from 1989- 1994.

He is Director of Studies in Theology, Religion and the Philosophy 
of Religion and also serves the College as Learning Support 
Tutor. 

An Evening with 
Stephen Cherry 

Wednesday 6 April 7.00 pm 
by Zoom 

Contact Alan Faulkner 
for login details

Here is a rare opportunity for a Question 
and Answer session with Steve about the 
Lords Prayer and his book that we have 
been using the Lent groups. It will be on 
Zoom.

It will be easy to join. 

Please send your questions to Molly in 
advance and she will conduct an informal 
interview with Stephen based on what you 
have asked. 



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull, B91 1LG

0121 705 7367

It was a privilege to have the opportunity to accompany three of our young 
people from Solihull to the district Amplify weekend. We all thoroughly enjoyed 
having the opportunity to spend time and make new friends with close to 100 
young people from across the Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury and 
Coventry districts.

The weekend consisted of 
four slots where young 
people were able to take 
part in activities including 
Archery, Fencing, high 
ropes, zip wire and many 
more… we also had time for 
worship teaching and 
reflection. The theme for 
the weekend was based 
around 3 R’s Rest, Relax and 
Revive.

All in all a fabulous 
weekend with lots of good 
memories and Good Food!

Dean Taylor

The Scout Group have been slowly building back numbers 
following the Covid restrictions and are back to running the 
full programme as before. It is heartening to note that 
between them, all three Sections, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, 
gained over 100 badges in the month of February.

We are also pleased to announce that one of our Scouts, 
Clemence, (who has since moved to Explorers) has been 
accepted for a place in the UK Contingent to attend the 
World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in 2023.

Finally we have been glad to welcome Molly to our meetings 
and the photos shows her being presented with a Group 
Neckerchief by one of the Beavers

Scouts News


