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The weather forecast for Sunday 
25th July was not promising but it 
turned out far better than 
anyone had dared hope.   
Everyone was able to get round 
the Open Gardens in the dry!

Eight very different gardens 
were open and there was 
refreshments available at three 
of them. We are very grateful to 
Lawrie Rumens for organising 
the event.

It was especially good to catch 
up with folk that we had not 
seen during the covid lockdowns 
and apart from enjoying the 
gardens there was a lot of chat!

A total of £465 was raised which 
brought the sum raised for Camp 
Joy over the last 2 years to a 
brilliant sum of £15,000.

Chris Tucker’s back garden

Tea and cakes at Jean Hamilton’s garden



Open Gardens continued
These pictures show the variety of gardens that were 
open.

Peter and Anne Stoakey’s garden

Jane Elmer’s garden front above and back 
garden below

The end of the day for the helpers at the Rumens’ garden

The workers admiring David and Eileen Allen’s garden

Perfect blooms at Chris Tucker’s
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Deaths
We are sorry to announce the death of Dr Diana Boardman.   
Her funeral was on Thursday, August 26th.

Victoria Bagnall (Indira Jenkins daughter) sadly died on 
Monday 16th August.   Her funeral will be at church on 
Monday 13th September at 11.00 am.

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families  and 
friends.

Warmest Congratulations
Celia Brown has been made a Professor of Medical Education at 
the University of Warwick, where she is Senior Tutor for the 
undergraduate programmes at Warwick Medical School (mainly a 
pastoral role) and Deputy Admissions Lead for the MBChB 
(graduate entry medicine degree). She teaches on various 
programmes – mainly statistics. 

She tells us that getting the promotion is a long journey – she 
applied in January, went through departmental review, university 
review, 8 external referees and then a final panel decision. 
Obviously she is delighted – though not yet sure of her next 
direction career-wise.

Finally they made it!  Having been postponed twice because of 
Covid, Sam Tucker (Alison and Chris’s younger son) married Emily 
Rees  in August - a really happy day for everyone. 

Congratulations to Stan and Ivy Field who celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary on 18th August.   
Stan had also celebrated a special birthday the day 
before.

Diamond Wedding
Anniversary

Congratulations to Stuart and Shirley Aldridge who will 
celebrate their diamond wedding anniversary on 9th

September.
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September, as always, is a month of new beginnings. The
children have a new class in school, or are changing to a
new school altogether. Some of our young people will be
moving on from school to work or to college, perhaps
leaving home as they do so.

September also marks a new year in the life of the
Methodist Church. It’s a new season for us here in Solihull
as we have said farewell to Andrew Orton and we welcome
Molly Chitokwindo to be our minister. Together we will
start writing a new chapter in the story of Solihull
Methodist Church and of this part of the Birmingham
Circuit.

The late Eugene Peterson once reflected on the
relationship between a new pastor and a congregation, and
summed it up in one word – “Chaos”! He didn’t just mean
the piles of packing cases which inevitably accompany a
change of manse, nor the amount of time any new minister
spends getting lost as she or he tries to work out how to
find where the people live. Peterson was actually thinking
around the poem of Creation which we find at the start of
the book of Genesis. That poem talks of how at the very
beginning of the creative process there was a “formless
void”. When a minister first arrives things have yet to take
shape. No patterns have emerged. Before new relationships
are created there is a time of not knowing how everything
will work out. It’s exciting for both minister and
congregation, but it can also be more than a little scary for
both.

However Genesis 1 has more to add, because it tells us that
“the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters”.
In other words God’s Spirit can move through those
beginning moments of a new relationship building. It’s
God’s Spirit who brings hope, light, creativity and goodness
into our new chapter together.

Just before the disruption that came with Covid last year
some of us in our house groups worked a little bit on a
programme entitled “Our Church’s future story”. It explores
how we can look forwards instead of backwards as we think
of our church family and it reminds us that we can all play a
part in shaping the future. Little did we know at the start of
2020 the twists and turns which our story would then take.
But we believe that God’s Spirit has been moving over the
face of our troubled waters even while we’ve been working
our way through the last eighteen months, writing the story
with us.

So together we say “Welcome, Molly; Welcome Allen;
Welcome, Kunashe; Welcome, Sheanopa. We look forward
to all that you bring to us and we’re ready to see how God’s
story develops.”

Donald

Rev Molly Chitokwindo: 

I am coming to you from Telford circuit. I am coming 
with my family, Allen husband, Kunashe 18 years old 
and Sheanopa 16 years old. Allen and I were born in 
Zimbabwe. Kunashe was born in Cambridge and 
Sheanopa was born in Coventry.

I became a Methodist minister when I was a teenager 
and was ordained in Zimbabwe in December 2000. I 
came to the UK in 2001 for studies as I wanted to 
further my education to qualify to teach at a Theological 
College in South Africa. Why South Africa not 
Zimbabwe? I will tell you the whole story when I am 
with you.

From Cambridge I was ‘SENT TO COVENTRY' my first 
appointment in the British Methodist Conference. Not 
sure what I had done by then😎.

Peace and Joy

Molly

Welcome Molly



Many of you will know that I am a keen cyclist. However, what you 
may not know is that at the beginning of 1999 I started keeping 
records of the places I visited and the distances I cycled.

I am pleased to inform you that on the 1st May 2021 (22 years, 4 
months and 1 day later) I recorded a total cycled distance of 
100,000 miles.

Some may think that this is a super human achievement but in 
actual fact it is not really! I know of many cyclists who have ridden 
well in excess of 250,000 miles. 

This achievement was somewhat overshadowed a month later 
when I came off my bike on 23rd June and spent 5 hours in the 
Accident & Emergency department at Warwick Hospital being 
patched up!

To mark the achievement, I have decided to make a donation to 
our Church equivalent to one penny for every mile cycled, which 
falls just in time to support our latest giving appeal.

Jonathan Tuckey

Last year Solihull Methodist Church sent 50 shoeboxes which 
were included in the total just short of 50,000 shoeboxes that 
were sent and distributed throughout Eastern Europe.

It's time for Shoeboxes again!

Dima and Katya from Belarus and Raul from Romania talked  
about giving out shoeboxes last year:
Raul said "Every Shoebox is important and filled with love" and 
despite being involved for quite a few years he is still amazed 
how "The small things can bring such joy to the children".

Georgia….
Having worked in the former Russian state of 
Georgia 15 years ago, Teams 4 U  founder Dave Cooke 
recently travelled to the Batumi Region to look at taking 
shoeboxes there this year.
Dave visited a very large camp of Internally Displaced 
People where over 2,500 children live.

Find out more information on everything shoebox 
https://teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal/

Please bring your shoeboxes to 
the church throughout October
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Methodist Modern Art Collection – Balsall Common

John Reilly:

Cain and Abel

Stories of Change: Hope, Faith and Love

4th September to 3rd October 2021
Fridays and Saturdays: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sundays: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Special Sessions
From 4th September, come and add your prayer to the ‘Sea of 
Troubles’ – inspired by Maggi Hambling’s “Good Friday: 
Walking on water, 2006” 

Saturday 11th September: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Creative Textile 
Workshop, 

Sunday 12th September: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Dementia-friendly 
Session with activities.  Drop in

Saturday 25th September: 11.15 a.m. - 12 noon, and 2.15 
p.m. - 3 p.m.  Family-oriented poetry workshop entitled Take 
One Word..

Sunday 26th September: 2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. In the Picture: a 
writing workshop. 

Saturday 2nd October: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Answering Back 

.

Further pieces from the collection can be found on 
the Methodist Modern Art Trail at the following 
venues:

• Methodist Central Hall, CV1 2HA
• St Mary’s and All Saints Church, 

Fillongley, CV7 8ES
• Coventry Cathedral, CV1 5FB
• Earlsdon Methodist Church, CV5 6NF

For more information, contact Jill.

Picture (Artist / title as stated) from the Methodist 
Modern Art Collection © TMCP, used with 
permission. www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection

There were a couple of working parties during August  to 
tidy up the premises and get them ready for the autumn.   

The group in the photo were cleaning the toys in 
preparation for Pushchair club restarting.
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The first plans were published on 19th July. If you have 
looked at these, it seems a very impressive and different 
arrangement than at present. However, the plan is to shut 
our car park entrance (and that of the Samaritans) and to 
reopen the entrance we used to have by the birch trees on 
Blossomfield Road. 

You may remember that this was removed 30 years ago, at 
the instigation of Solihull Council, because of increased 
traffic, which was considered dangerous so close to the 
railway bridge. Nothing is set in stone and these plans are 
provisional. 

The Property Committee thinks this is a very bad idea and it 
is hoped that this will not happen. The more of us who 
individually comment  the more impact we will have .

Please have a look at the website Accessing Solihull 
Consultation and to leave your comments there. The 
consultation ends on 12th September, so there is little time 
to make yourself heard. 

We are keen to make sure that we continue to provide you 
with the safest route to and from Solihull Methodist Church 
and Community Centre. We do need your help please 

Solihull Methodist Church

1. New cycle route
2. Interchange zone to form a loop with a single entry and 

exit from Streetsbrook Road
3. Landscaping will retain the mature trees
4. A public square for food stalls and community activities

5. Proposed station building and platforms
6. Maintaining the green space
7. The rear pedestrian entrance routes to the station from 

Dorchester Road and Blossomfield road will be 
improved.

The church 
grounds are 
again looking 
absolutely 
splendid thanks 
to Peter Stoakley
and his hard 
working team.



,At the very heart of TWAM is the determination to help the 
people who would find it the hardest to access support from 
anywhere else. People like the women of Kamuli in rural 
Eastern Uganda. They live in a village without roads, 
electricity, piped water or school. None speak English, few 
have been to school and none have ever seen a computer. 
So it would be virtually impossible for them to put together a 
business plan or sustainable project proposal, required by 
many, before offering support. But, they know exactly what 
they need to do and how to do it. 

But these are the very groups TWAM works so hard to find 
and support) We consider it a privilege to be able to support 
the groups at the very bottom of the economic ladder.

This is certainly where the women of Kamuli fit in; and we 
make a huge mistake, if we equate lack of education and 
computer literacy with lack of ability and vision.

So when the women decided they must do something to 
change their lives, they approached TWAMs long term 
partner in Eastern Uganda, Andrew Gabula. A personal visit 
is by far the best way to help communities with a culture of 
oral, not written communication.

When Andrew visited they shared that they felt isolated and 
lonely, shut away in their homes and powerless to bring 
about change because they had no money, no value, no 
influence, no skills and nobody to turn to. One of the group 
members put it very succinctly when she said:

"When you are one person you cannot manage, when it is 
one stick it can break, but when it is ten sticks they will not 
break; this is why our group is so important."

So with Andrew's support they applied to TWAM and 
received several sewing machines. This enabled them to 
start a tailoring group, which their husbands gave them 
permission to attend as they saw the economic advantage of 
this.

But for the women, it needed to be about so much more. It 
needed to provide friendship, mutual support, protection 
and access to Government services such as health advice.

The group meets every Tuesday and Friday to train, make 
dresses, sanitary pads, mats and bags.

They have also learned to make babies' porridge from maize, 
beans and millet. This has made a huge difference to babies' 
health and life expectancy. They make enough to sell the 
porridge as well as clothing to the surrounding communities 
to raise money to buy materials and pay school fees.

One of the group members, Anna, shares with us:

"I joined the group, because in the group you learn a lot. I 
learned about nutrition, as before I could not even make 
porridge. Now my health and my children's js much better. 
The difference in my life is that I have friendship and I have 
learned new things. I have learned how to protect myself.

Her comment on protecting herself is the huge problem of 
domestic violence.   Many women suffer violence at the 
hands of their husbands, especially when they are drunk.   
Shut away in their homes, they were powerless to defend 
themselves, but once they join a group, can together 
confront an abusive husband and collectively defend their 

friend. This is the background
to the comment: 'but when it 
is ten sticks, they will not 
break'
Another group member, 
Sylvia, put it so well when 
she said to us:
"I wanted to join the group 
for friendship, information 
and knowledge. I wanted to 
be dynamic and earn money 
for myself and not suffer 
much. I cannot do sewing as 
my eyesight is not good, but I  
learn to make mats and 
porridge. We sell together in
the market. The difference it 

has made in my life is that I have friends and when I have 
problems I have people to help me.“

We may send out sewing machines and toolkits, but they
are never just about learning tailoring and skills. They can't
be, because that is just one of the needs that has to be 
met if lives are to be trulytransformed.

So this is why TWAM chooses to work with small groups, 
because the challenges are so great, but the determination  
to meet them is greater. The Kamuli women have achieved 
so much since their first sewing machines arrived. They are
no longer victims of poverty, powerlessness, or violence, for
now they are victors .

Yes, they still struggle with poverty; their lives will 
always be hard, and sometimes will be filled with
violence,

'but when it is ten sticks - they will not break'.

TWAM collects any sort of tool and Linda 
Innes will be collecting any items you have 

available to send to TWAM in October.

8



9

Meeting with MP: Progress Report

Whether we like it or not, or satisfied with it or not, the 
way to get major decisions made is to go through our local 
councils and parliament. And, looking around the World 
today we should be thankful for that.

ARocha, the Christian environmental charity that manages 
the Eco-Church scheme, and other Christian charities, have 
been encouraging churches to take their concerns over 
global warming and the critical need for the COP26 summit 
in Glasgow to succeed, to their MPs. 

As July 19th, the date for the easing of face to face Covid 
restrictions drew near, we, at Solihull, with Anglican 
friends, sought a meeting, with other churches, with the 
Solihull constituency MP, Julian Knight. 

Julian declined. However, he did offer to receive questions 
and suggestions and pass them Alok Sharma, the minister 
responsible for the COP26 Glasgow conference. Meetings 
have been held in this and other churches and a letter 
drafted. In particular, we have asked him  to call on his 
government to make 4 particularly important policy 
changes: 

Move to a post-consumerist economy: Current political 
success is measured by ‘standard of living’, GDP, the 

quantity of ‘stuff’ and services we can buy. Life can be far 
more balanced than that. ‘Hype’ advertising should be 
banned.

Steadily shift taxation onto carbon: A shift of taxation 
over, say, 10 years, would give time for households to 
adopt lower carbon lifestyles like moving closer to work, 
using public transport more, flying less and so on. 

Re-measure GHG emissions: The figure should be those 
the UK is responsible for not just emitted here. It should 
include international flights and shipping, and embedded 
carbon from imports, less exports. 

Adopt a population policy: Population multiplies 
environmental harm and cannot be ignored. 

Watch this space. 

Co-op Recycling

Richard Burr has sent in another, very interesting tip, which 
opens the door to a particularly difficult area of recycling: 
bags and other thin plastic wrapping. The Co-op website 
has a long list of items they will take. Not all stores offer 
this service, but the one at Monkspath does. Please let me 
know of any others.   

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group 

The number of walkers 
on the August ramble 
was somewhat 
depleted but we had a 
very good 5 mile walk 
around Hay Wood, near 
Baddesley Clinton.   The 
weather stayed fine for 
us and there were only 
2 stiles!

The photo shows coffee 
time but the walk 
concluded with a picnic 
in Hay Wood.

The next walk will be  
on Thursday 16th

September leaving the 
church car park at 9.30 
am.   Come and join the 
walk.



We are about to witness the greatest shake up of UK 
environmental policy since the Second World War. A Rocha 
UK’s Head of Conservation, Andy Lester explains the 
implications of this shake up, from the good, the bad and the 
ugly.

So let’s start with the “ugly”. The Office for Environmental 
Protection (OEP) was set up in 2018 in anticipation of our 
final departure from the EU, when responsibility for 
protecting nature would shift from the EU back to the UK, or 
more specifically, parliament. The OEP was to be a flagship, 
independent body that could bring the worst polluters and 
breachers of environmental laws to public account. The 
original proposal was that large fines could be given out and 
the perpetrators named and shamed. However, recently a 
new parliament with a considerable Conservative Party 
majority has been proposing the OEP that it could be covered 
by disclosure legislation that could prevent those 
perpetrating environmental crime from being identified. The 
lack of disclosure will create an impression of secrecy rather 
than transparency. This would inevitably weaken the 
perception of the OEP being truly independent.

A second and “bad” aspect of current new proposals is found 
in the highly unmemorable paper entitled The UK Forest Risk 
Commodities Framework. Although the paper suggests that 
there will be a new raft of rules preventing UK companies 
from trading with any organisation that is involved in illegal 
deforestation abroad, the reality is that it won’t prevent 
companies who deal with those deforesting virgin forest 
‘legitimately’ with the framework of lax legal frameworks 
overseas. Currently around half of tropical forests are cut 
down ‘legally’. This is worrying because the companies 
responsible for the felling of virgin forest will not be 
boycotted, challenged or questioned by businesses based in 
the UK.

But it is not all bad news. A Rocha UK previously reported 
that a new environmental stewardship scheme for farmers 
and other landowners didn’t go far enough and funds were 
not always guaranteed. That has changed with the welcome 
announcement this summer of the new Tier 1 Environmental 
Land Management Scheme (ELMS).

ELMS will replace the existing stewardship schemes, which 
gave money to farmers for managing land in a sustainable 
way. These schemes were often complicated to apply for and 
did not cover some effective and imaginative ways of 
combining farming with good management of the ecology. 
ELMS Tier 1 will have three options: basic, intermediate and 
advanced and will pay landowners for taking approaches to 
managing their land which benefit people and nature.

Focus areas will include soil restoration, wildflower corridors, 
hedgerow establishment and field margins. The application 
process will allow for a mix and match approach with some 
areas of land getting a basic payment and other areas 
receiving intermediate or higher level support. It will also 
mean farmers can apply for several payments in the same 
area at the same time. This is a positive start and will be great 

news for farmers needing clarity on future income streams 
and for the wildlife that will benefit from them.

Finally, there needs to be a measurable improvement in 
species or habitat diversity and extent after any development 
project. New rules include the concept of ‘Biodiversity Net 
Gain’. This is an attempt to ensure that all housing developers 
will have to demonstrate that an area of land that has been 
built on will be better for wildlife by at least 10%, after the 
development has been completed, when compared with the 
land before the development took place.

In May 2021 it was also announced that this would include all 
major infrastructure projects, for example an airport 
extension or new trunk roads This is very good news and a 
response to concerted pleas from conservation charities, 
including A Rocha UK. It could ensure that more land is 
protected for nature, even if large projects are allowed to 
proceed.

However, it must not lead to projects proceeding on rare or 
unique habitats with the excuse that they can be ‘replaced’, 
like for like (no one can replace a 500 year old wood for 
example, with the complexity and richness of biodiversity 
that has developed over the centuries, any time soon!).

So, net gain has its risks too, and is absolutely not the 
panacea to all the struggles facing the natural environment. It 
could, however, if applied rigorously, be an important 
regulatory step in the right direction.

The key now is to get a really strong Environmental Bill 
through parliament. There should be no weakening of 
existing laws that protect species and habitats. Nor should 
there be any secrecy around the new Office of Environmental 
Protection. If the UK government is serious about ensuring 
that 30% of the UK landscapes are protected by 2030, then 
we will need a net gain scheme and Environmental Land 
Management Schemes programme that guard against some 
obvious risks, and maximise the opportunities to improve the 
quality and extent of nature in the UK. This requires not just 
robust legislation, but a truly independent oversight body 
with the powers and funds to ensure compliance, and total 
transparency about decisions.

Time is short for nature charities and the nature-loving public 
to ensure we have the most effective, fair and transparent 
environmental governance for the UK. Please write to your 
MP raising these issues and asking them to support robust 
legislation and strong independent oversight of it.

Andy Lester, Head of Conservation,  A Rocha, (Eco Church)
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As you see from these pictures, the “kitchen” at Malau was 
in a dreadful state. Jenni and I can vouch for the fact that 
this was a need the school desperately wanted. 

When we visited in February last year, we observed the 
simple but most inadequate set up they were using to 
prepare food for pupils who needed it. 

It was “built” to avoid wasting valuable pupil time walking 
home at midday to get some food, and especially to set up a 
feeding programme for those children whose families were 
unable to provide adequate nourishment. 

Recently, I conducted a funeral of a very special person, 
who, as a Governor at my school, worked so hard for the 
benefit of the pupils and staff. So, the family felt it was 

fitting that donations from the funeral should go to support 
EducAid Africa and, especially a primary school. Very 
generous donations have been made in his memory in order 
to build a small kitchen. 

As a result, I can now report that a new kitchen has been 
built and dedicated to the memory of that special man. 

New Pupils
We now have sponsors for six of our applicants.  There were 
9 needy students shortlisted but we only had sponsors for 6 
of them so unfortunately 3 had to be turned away.
We have received letters from these successful students and 
here are some excerpts from their situation in life.

“My father has been jobless and the little money he gets 
caters for my mother’s medication for breast cancer”

“My parents divorced and I live with my mother who has a 
hearing problem that makes her disadvantaged from 
getting a job”

“My parents separated ten years ago and we are now living 
with our mother who is doing a small job of cooking 
mandazi and what she earns only caters for our basic 
needs”

“The money my father earns is just enough for our food 
and maintenance.  I come from a family of eight”

“My father lost his job and currently works as a casual 
labourer”

“My father has no job and is under medication because of a 
backbone problem.”

It’s not too late! 

For a modest contribution you can ensure that the 3 turned 
away can also receive basic education in Kenya over the 
next 3 years. Jenni Kitson can tell you more about this 
rewarding sponsorship 

“Where there was no hope you gave me hope” 

Ian Carnell

The ‘kitchen’
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In April 2021, India was in the grips of the very worst of 
Covid-19 – and the world watched in horror as devastating 
statistics dominated the headlines. At the peak of its second 
wave of the virus, India recorded more than 414,000 new 
confirmed cases and over 3,900 deaths in a single day. At 
the time of writing, there has been a total of over 31 million 
confirmed cases and more than 418,000 Covid-19 deaths 
have been recorded in India – with the true toll thought to 
be much higher.

In the months since April, All We Can’s local partner based 
in Odisha, a state in the east of India, has been working 
tirelessly to ensure that the most vulnerable families in their 
region have access to the emergency resources needed. By 
working together with village leaders to identify those most 
in need, they have been able to provide sanitary kits and 
food supplies, including rice, dal, oil and biscuits to 1,100 
families across 5 villages. Covid-19 induced interruptions to 
travel and access to work has meant that for those who are 
particularly marginalised in their communities – such as 
widows and the elderly – these kits have been a critical 
resource.

The kits are helping meet the immediate needs in these 
communities – but All We Can’s local partner is also looking 
toward the future, and working together with local 
communities to address the challenges of longer term food 
and income security. By providing seeds and start-up funds 
for families to start kitchen gardens and develop agricultural 
livelihoods work, families will have the tools they need to 
work towards a resilient, secure future.

While there is much to be thankful for, this vital work has 
not been without its challenges. The need for emergency 
support is so widespread that All We Can’s local partner has 
struggled to reach all those in need – and as people have 
returned to rural villages from large cities and towns, 
household sizes have increased, and support must be 
stretched ever-further. There remains a deep-seated fear of 
the virus across the region in which our partner is working, 
meaning that many are hesitant to leave their homes and 
resume farming work – which will impact food security for 
families in the long term. To help build confidence, All We 
Can’s local partner has been spreading awareness 
messaging alongside the provision of sanitary equipment 
and food, which they hope will enable people to return to 
their fields and places of work once again.

Thanks to the generous response of supporters to All We 
Can and the Methodist Church in Britain’s Joint Emergency 
Coronavirus Appeal, responses have also been undertaken 
across other parts of India. All We Can has worked together 
with the Methodist Church in Britain and partners in India to 
support marginalised communities in Telangana, Southern 
India, and Jabalpur, as well as Odisha, through emergency 
food rations, sanitary kits, medical equipment, financial 
assistance, agricultural support and public awareness 
campaigns. This life-saving work would not have been 
possible without your essential support.

The devastating impacts of this virus are far from over. 
Please continue to pray for the ongoing work of our 
partners across India, and for the safety of their staff and 
those that they are serving. You can stand alongside 
communities as they continue to face the challenges of 
coronavirus by donating now 

at allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus.

Over the last 18 months we have seen first-hand the 
impact the pandemic has had on people's lives in our 
community. With this in mind CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau) 
want to give you the opportunity to express and share 
those feelings through a piece of art. They have 
commissioned a 6ft tall tree of reflection that will be on 
display in The Gallery, The Core, Solihull Library from 

30 August 2021 – 10 September 2021. 

Everyone is welcome to visit the artwork, but CAB would 
also like to offer you the opportunity of decorating a 
butterfly or circle of reflection to hang on the tree. This 
could be in memory of a loved one that has been lost (with 
or without Covid) during the last 15 months, or to reflect 
on feelings through lockdown and hopes for the future.

The decorations can be requested in advance for you to 
decorate at home (write, paint, draw…whatever you wish) 
or you can visit The Core whilst the project is running and 
decorate when there on the day. If you would like a 
decoration to be posted to you or would like to collect one 
from their office please contact CAB on 0121 779 6707. 
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30 am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles for 

details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned? 
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either the email 
address reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk

or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service
9.30 am

This is held in t the 
Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live streamed via the church 
website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from Richard Burr if you 
cannot access the internet.

Please don’t forget 
to bring non 
perishable food 
items for the 
Foodbank when 
you come to 
church.  The bin is 
at the entrance of 
the church.

Thank you

Foodbank collection

Recycling bins at the back of the church 

The Greener Church Group now has recycling boxes on the 
shelf at the back of the church.  

There are bins for mobile phones, batteries, printer 
cartridges, glasses and foil strips for pills

Tuesday 
Mens’ Coffee 

group 

Meet at 10.30 am in 
Room 5

CC BY-NC

Circuit Welcome Service
Sunday 5th September 

4.00 pm  Solihull Methodist Church
To welcome Rev Molly Chitokwindo and Heather Rose 

Sunday 3rd October , 10.30 am

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Molly Chitokwindo
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Molly Chitokwindo and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
October Messenger items is 

Monday 13th September

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

We have a number of older people ready to come 
back to weekly church but needing transport. So we 
are reconstituting the Drivers Rota of volunteers 
who are happy to do this.. You decide how often 
you can do this. Bryan Fitter can tell you more and 
answer your questions .. The people we help are so 
grateful and so pleased to see us Please help we are 
desperately short of drivers to restart.



September Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

2 3 4

5
10.30  Morning 
worship *

4.00 Circuit 
Welcome Service

6
7.30      Scouts

7
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

8
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

9
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

10 11

12
10.30  Holy 
Communion

13
7.30      Scouts

14
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

15
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

16
9.30 Ramble
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

17 18

19
10.30 Morning 
service

20
7.30      Scouts

21
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

22
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

1.00    Soupa Talks

23
9.30   Ramble

8.15  Badminton

24 25

26
10.30   Morning 
Service

27
7.30      Scouts

28
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

29 
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

30
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

15

Pushchair club
Is awaiting the appointment of a new leader and hopefully 
will start again on Mondays in October.

Young people
Dean Martin (Youth worker) is putting together a program 
for Engage (Sunday mornings) and ENRG (Friday evenings) 
but the dates are not yet finalised.  Messy Church is also 
being planned.

Brownies and Rainbows
Linda Bates is assessing the Covid situation before a decision 
is made about the return of the groups to meet in the 
Community Centre

Drop in coffee 
The group that provided coffee in the Margaret Wharam
Room on Wednesday mornings has sadly had to close 
because of lack of volunteers.

Soupa Talks
Is back starting

Wednesday 22nd September, 1.00 pm

Bryan Fitter 
will talk about 

Going to the village
Growing up in Solihull

* The circuit preaching plan was not available at the time of going to press



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

The Young Church outing to Dodford Farm proved to be a 
huge success with the children.   Here are some of their 
comments.

Paige: My favourite - this was pond dipping because I saw a 
tiny waterfall. Dodford is one of my favourite places because 
we’ve been there for good times before. 

Caleb: I liked the pond dipping because we got to go down 
the stream and figure out new creatures. 

Honor: my favourite thing was the swings and the green 
playhouse because we haven’t played with our friends for 
ages. And everybody likes swings. 

Toby: I enjoyed the guinea pig village and i challenged myself 
to stroke at least one animal, and I stroked a donkey so was 
proud of myself 😊 I especially liked the chickens too and 

want to go back another day to feed them and stroke them. 

Stella: EVERYTHING! The donkeys, the goats, the pony, the 
guinea pigs, the rabbits, the pond dipping, the picnic, the 
settings and the play house. And the chickens and seeing my 
friends. 

Ben: The swings and the playground and seeing my friends. 

Anna: Feeding three goats. I go back to the farm today!!!! 

Matthew: I loved the pond dipping. I also loved the animals. 
Dave the goat was my favourite. He was so funny! 

Linda Bates said It was so good to meet everyone again and 
play. 


