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On Sunday 22nd August the church welcomed a group of Young 

Christian Climate Network (YCCN) walkers for an overnight stay. 

They slept in Room 5 and seemed to greatly appreciate the 

meals provided for them. 

The YCCN are seeking to publicize the problem of Climate 

Justice: that is the need for richer nations to provide the 

necessary skills and finance to help poorer nations become more 

sustainable and mitigate the effects of climate change, caused by 

the richer nations. They started in Cornwall after the G7 meeting 

in June and will end in Glasgow in time for the COP26 

conference and have broken up the route into sections with a 

series of publicity events at the end of each section. They came 

to Solihull en route from Oxford to Birmingham where they will 

be joined by 2 ‘tributary’ walks, one from Gloucester and a short, 

one day, walk from Wolverhampton. 



Just arrived from Coventry

Welcoming the walkers to Solihull 

The evening meal   A good opportunity to chat

Prayers in the car park before the start of the 
walk into Birmingham on the Monday morning

Onward - Leaving the church

Last seen going up Streetsbrook Road

The logistics are formidable. Walkers can join and do as 
much as they like. They can be of any age. Many join just 
for a day. The 7 staying overnight at Solihull were swelled 
by 14 more to go to Birmingham.

Despite the long walk from Coventry they arrived in 
buoyant spirits and were most interesting to talk to. One 
couple had completed the pilgrimage from Canterbury to 
Rome! Apparently 900 walkers had taken part in the relay 
up to their stay at Solihull..

Richard Balmer

The Greener Church Group made sure that the 
walkers were well fed during their stay and joined 
them for the evening meal.
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Baptism

Freya, daughter of Zoe (nee Polson) and 
Mike, was baptised on Sunday 22nd August.

Sarah Burr, daughter of David and Helen Burr, married Jonathan 
Evans at St Cuthbert’s Church, Great Glen in Leicester on Saturday 7th

August .
It was a wedding with a difference where, after the church service, 
we all retired to a set of Tepees in a nearby wedding venue, the bride 
and groom travelling in the back of a Land Rover.

Richard Burr

James and Cathy Coleman were married at Christchurch, Higher 
Bebington, Wirral on 29th August 1981. Now 40 years on they  
have three children, and 3 grandchildren!

Ruby Wedding Anniversary

Some of you will remember Molly Mitford from when she 
was a member at Solihull Methodist Church.  She lived almost 
opposite Harry Mills and often helped on the Traidcraft stall, 
but moved to Wiltshire several years ago and died at the 
beginning of 2020.  She was a lifelong and generous 
supporter of the RNLI and in recognition of this, a lifeboat is 
to be named after her.  The “Molly Mitford” will be launched 
from Great Yarmouth in the second half of next year.  This 
will be a wonderful memorial to Molly, although hopefully no 
one from SMC will require the services of the lifeboat itself!



Here is a photo of Sue Kelley presenting me with the remainder 
of your most generous farewell gift. Carl and I are very pleased 
with the crystal bowl and the canvas print of the Church, and 
we were overwhelmed with your cash gift to us with which we 
have purchased a Rattan Sofa set for our new patio - so we 
have plenty of things to continue to remember you by.

Thank you once again for your generosity, friendship and 
support and we shall always fondly remember you all.

Best wishes,                                                              Andrew

We wanted to say a big thank you to all our church 
family (via the Messenger) who supported us on our 
special day. We have enjoyed quality time together over 
the summer as we start this new journey. We appreciate 
all of your love prayers and support and look forward to 
seeing you all soon.

Blessings                                         Dean

Thank You So Much 

Peter Bates                       Chris Giles                      Donald Ker 

It has been a very difficult period in the life of our Church family. As if lockdown and 
the constraints of coping with the pandemic were not enough of a test, Andrew was 
also unwell for extensive periods culminating in his sad decision to retire. So many 
people have gone the extra mile. None more so than our retired ministers whose 
strength of calling meant that they willingly responded to our needs. How comforting 
to know and feel them around us, ignoring their promised retirement and, as 
throughout their careers, placing others first whatever the cost and inconvenience. We 
hope that as Molly picks up the reins our supernumeraries can soon get back to being 
just that and enjoying more of a deserved retirement. 
How well they have done – for us.                                    Thank You So Much

Ros Hopkins is trying to bring 
in our collection boxes so 
many of us have at home. 
Collectors can bring their 
boxes to church or contact 
Ros who will come and get 
them 

Action for Children 
boxes. 
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Appointments
Celia Brown has been made a Professor of Medical 
Education at the University of Warwick, where she is Senior 
Tutor for the undergraduate programmes at Warwick 
Medical School and Deputy Admissions Lead for the MBChB 
(graduate entry medicine degree). 
Katrina Handford starts her new role as Headteacher at 
Kent College Methodist School, Pembury, Kent from 1st 
January 2022 
Beverley Hoe starts a new role as Deputy Head at The 
Holme Church of England Primary School in Headley, 
Hampshire

Sarah-Jane Powell has started a new nursing role working 
in ITU at the London Royal Free Hospital.

Samantha Webb  has completed her animal studies at 
Solihull College and secured her first job as a Veterinary 
Care Assistant with 608 Vet Practice

Gaining degrees 
Georgia Dakin (Aldridge’s granddaughter) received a first 
class honours in Business Management from Liverpool  
University this year and will start her job in North London 
on the NHS Graduate Management Scheme working in 
Human Resources. 

Lucy Powell has just qualified with a BSC (Hons) in 
Midwifery and starts her new job at the end of the month. 
As yet Lucy has 2 job offers but not decided which one to 
accept. 

Alex Weatherup successfully completed his Masters in 
Engineering in July. 

Going on from 6th Form 
Andrew Akuoko will read Business Studies at Birmingham 
City University 

Daniel Banks has a place at Swansea University to study 
computer science software engineering 

Rachel Banks has a place at Cardiff University to study 
Maths and Music 

Toby Hancock (from Lyndon) is now off to Sheffield 

University Medical School 

Jonathan Hoe (Rumens’ grandson)  got the grades  to go to 
his choice of university to study Sports Science but will first 
take up the offer of a year as teaching assistant at 
Churchers College Junior School with an interest in 
supporting sport 

Anna Lingham (Giles’ eldest grand-daughter) is coming to 
Birmingham University to read maths

Elliott Powell  is going to Nottingham University to study 
geography and business 

Will Taylor (grandson of Rachel Taylor), has got into Oxford 
University to study General Engineering at St Catherine’s 
College. 
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Your Church Stewards have started to think about next 
year's Church project. If we do nothing until next year we 
will have lost the opportunity to have had some fellowship 
and fun and also do some fundraising for worthwhile 
causes. We are aware that there are a lot of charities in 
need of support and whilst supporting one big project is 
still an option the Stewards would welcome your thoughts 
on perhaps having a number of events in aid of a specific 
charities in the period January 2022 to mid 2023.

Please can you let us have your thoughts by talking to a 
Steward or dropping us an email, letter etc. We will discuss 
the ideas at the next Open Church meeting which is likely 
to be at the end of October. If a group want to come 
forward to run the Church Project then that would be 
wonderful and we can stand down the Press Gang. If you 
would be prepared to run one event but do not want to 
run a lot of events then this is your opportunity.
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We had a farewell meal for Daniel and 
Rachel where we discussed some of 
their best memories of life at Solihull 
Methodist Church. They recalled some 
of the youth trips they had been on 
and playing hide and seek in the 
church hall. 

We wish them both every blessing as 
they start a new chapter in their lives 
and look forward to seeing them both 
at Christmas. They will be missed by 
us all!

Dean Taylor

Sunday 12th September 
was Molly’s first service 
at Solihull and she 
welcomed her daughter 
Sheanopa Chidziya
along with Rachel and 
Daniel Banks into 
membership of the 
Methodist Church.

This was Sheanopa’s
first Sunday at Solihull 
and Daniel and Rachel’s 
last before they head off 
to university.   

Sheanopa
Chidziya

Rachel and 
Daniel Banks
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Dear Brothers and Sisters

Calvary greetings to you all. We thank God for another 
Methodist year, 2021/2022.

I want to start by saying thank you, to you all for your 
warm welcome to us as a family. Allen, Kunashe, Sheanopa
and myself are looking forward walking with you all, this 
journey of faith.

All of us don’t have an answer to the things happening in 
the world today, the pandemic, earthquakes, floods, wars, 
starvation, murders you name it. This all reminds us that 
we are in a fallen world. 

I have heard some people saying God sent the 
coronavirus. I am not sure about that. What I am sure of is 
that I, and others, have seen God during the pandemic. 
Last year I lost 6 close members of my family in a space of 
5 weeks, two of them being my brother and my father. 
Without God I wouldn’t be the person I am today. What I 
believe is that God is suffering with us as we go through 
these pains.

The only thing that can help us all to cope is LOVE.

In the midst of all this God is calling us to LOVE one 
another. Our calling is 1 John 4:7-8, Beloved let us love one 

another; for love is of God, and he 
who loves is born of God and knows 
God. He who does not love does not 
know God; for God is love.
"Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another." 
John 13:34 
Jesus gave this command in the hours before his 
crucifixion. He told his disciples that the time had come for 
him to leave them. Jesus said to them and the Jewish 
leaders that even though they would search for him, they 
could not go to him. Then he gave them the command to 
love one another as he loved them.
Jesus Christ is the bearer of ultimate love. He reveals to us 
what love is through his life, death, and resurrection. Our 
greatest act as a Christian who is following in obedience is 
to act through love to one another.

There are many poems, songs and books written on love. 

And yet the most lacking thing in our world is love.  My 
friends, I am inviting us all not to talk about love but to live 
love.

Peace and Joy.             Rev. Molly 

Diana Boardman was born in Erdington on 18th October 
1933, the eldest of three sisters. During the war she was 
evacuated for a short period until the family moved to the 
relative safety of Sutton Coldfield. Diana won a scholarship 
to King Edwards Edgbaston but, due to the war, she went to 
a local secondary school instead. This was no impediment 
to her and, on leaving school, she trained to be a doctor at 
the Queen Elizabeth, Selly Oak and the General Hospitals. 
She described it as ‘muddling through’, moving from one 
public health job to another. She even found herself 
delousing children from the back-to-backs in Balsall Heath, 
and doing antenatal clinics in the red-light district. Her early 
working life was an education for her in many ways.

Having qualified as a doctor on 1st May 1958, she married 
Tony Boardman  on 5th May 1958, and they moved to 
Alvechurch where Heather was born and later 
Charles. Diana was never one to sit still but continued to 
work in various clinics.  Around the time of her divorce, she 
moved to Solihull in 1980 and worked in Tanworth Lane 
surgery, where she stayed until her retirement in 1993. 
Diana always said she loved her work and the people she 
worked with and for. She felt privileged to have worked in 
the NHS.

Retirement came in 1993. 20 years in Charlton gave her a 
pleasant but still busy life. She kept busy as churchwarden 
and with the WI and village fetes.

Her  7 grandchildren 
visited  her often. 
They  spoke very fondly 
of their times with her 
there. She had a wicked 
sense of humour. 
There were annual 
trips to Cadbury’s 
World where, instead 
of  a small souvenir, 
she would take them 
to the factory shop and 
buy them huge quantities of chocolates. A trip to the 
theatre once also included tapas and cocktails rather than 
the usual tea and cake. She was inspirational to them and 
much loved.

Diana’s final move was back to Solihull, and she joined our 
church. It was impossible not to like this warm, friendly and 
plain-speaking lady. She was knowledgeable, well-read and 
interesting, enjoying SoupaTalks and Thursday Café as well 
as weekly worship. She was also a valued contributor to the 
Greener Church Group. She will be remembered as a kind 
energetic and generous woman of considerable ability so 
dedicated to the service of others. With her family, we will 
miss Diana.

Diana Boardman 



Coffee and smiles, cakes and company 

Come and join us as we share friendship together 
10.30 am every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month  

Solihull Methodist Community Centre 

For more information Contact Diane Webb 

Friendship Cafe

Although it is a bit early to be thinking about Christmas, it's 
never too early to start filling your shoeboxes for our 2021 
appeal. In 2020 we were unable to run our Shoebox appeal, 
although we were able to send 50 boxes. So this year it 
would be wonderful if our church can double that number 
and aim for a target of 100 shoeboxes. Please all try your 
best and encourage your family, friends and neighbours to 
support this very worthwhile appeal.

Leaflets are available in the church vestibule and church 
hall. Filled shoeboxes can be left in the church vestibule or 
on the 'pew' to the left of the pulpit, anytime up until 
Sunday 31st October. For anyone who is unable to fill a 
shoebox, any items listed in the leaflet can be left in the 
boxes provided in the church vestibule and church hall 
foyer. If you need an empty shoebox help yourself to one 
(or more) and if you are a 'knitter' there are always patterns 
available.

This Christmas our Shoebox Appeal is spreading joy to 
children in difficult situations such as orphanages in Belarus 
and deprived communities in Bosnia, Georgia, Romania and 
Moldova.

For more information take a look at the Team4U website.

TEAMS 4 YOU CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 
It's Shoebox time again!

Rev Caz Hague (minister for Dorridge and Shirley) had a 
sabbatical this summer and spent it riding her bike.   She 
cycled from Lands End to John O’Groats in ‘Caz’ style i.e. 
slowly and in three stages

1. Lands End to Solihull
2. Solihull to Edinburgh
3. Edinburgh to John O’Groats

She raised sponsorship money for Adavu a district 
project, which provides long term support to adult 
survivors of modern slavery.   She raised nearly £2000 
and cracked her collar bone just before she reached 
John O’Groats.   Well done, Caz!
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The thanksgiving service for the life of Celia  Roberts will be 
held in Solihull Methodist Church on Thursday 7th October 
at 10.30 am. 
All who knew her are welcome to attend. To celebrate 
Celia’s life, the wearing of bright colours is encouraged. 
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Meeting with MP: Progress Report 2
The September Messenger reported that a letter to 
Solihull’s MP making suggestions relevant to the coming 
COP26 conference in Glasgow was being drafted. Members 
from 7 churches in the Solihull Constituency – St. Helen’s 
and St. James C of E, the URC, Quakers, and Shirley, Lyndon 
and Solihull Methodist agreed a letter which started with 4 
major points (given in the last Messenger) and an addendum 
with 15 requests. These were that:

1. The UK share findings on Carbon Capture and 
Sequestration development with the EU, and the USA 
and Canada too, if possible. Commercial trials are very 
expensive and the need urgent. (EU wide trials were 
planned before the 2008 financial crash)

2. As shortage of wind electricity is worst in long low wind 
periods in summers, studies of using wind and solar 
electricity in combination be started if not already in 
hand.

3. Solar panels plus battery storage be mandatory in all 
new properties now.

4. Electric vehicle charging points also be mandatory in all 
new properties now.

5. R and D into the possibility of replacing gas with 
hydrogen need to accelerate to the ‘Covid vaccine rate’. 
Hydrogen could help balance variable wind electricity 
and would avoid the disruption and cost of converting 
existing properties from gas heating to heat pumps.

6. Motorway speed limits be enforced to reduce fuel use.

7. A pollution tax be charged on new tyres and brake pads 
to encourage safer driving and reduce fuel use and air 
pollution.

8. The American 7-category ‘triangle’ code be promoted 
(or improved) and made mandatory to make it easier to 
separate the different types of plastic, increase recycling 

rates, and save energy. 

9. Sales of peat be banned now to reduce further releases 
of methane. 

10. Statistics on trees planted take into account areas felled 
with the percentage of timber not used for buildings 
etc., deducted. 

11. The high costs of insurance and difficulties obtaining 
mortgages for timber buildings be reviewed. Such 
buildings act as carbon stores. 

12. Government accelerate action to make the Santiago 
Network (which aims to provide expert assistance to 
developing countries suffering loss from damaging 
climate change related events) operational

13. International charities like "Practical Action", are 
commonly active at the grass roots, making a difference 
by promoting local, sustainable solutions. Their 
contribution needs government acknowledgement and 
support. 

14. ‘Green washed’ energy tariffs end. Far more renewable 
electricity is available than demanded and there is far 
too little renewable gas to match suppliers’ claims.

15. Cold weather aerial photography be used to identify 
houses in need of better insulation. Plans to raise 
insulation standards have been going on for ever. 

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group 

The Property Committee have 
worked very hard in preparing 
another area in the church grounds 
to provide a space for 2 new 
benches by the lych gate.

A lot of preparatory work was 
required to the area with levelling 
and paving before the benches 
could be installed.

We are very grateful for all their 
hard work.

Solihull Council’s Plans by Cllr Ian Courts
Thursday 28th October 7.30 pm

St Helens Church

Organised by Solihull Faiths Forum
To book email woodlandfarm9@gmail.com by 21st Oct

mailto:woodlandfarm9@gmail.com


The President and Vice-President of the Methodist 
Conference offer the following statement regarding the 
crisis in Afghanistan.

The Taliban’s advance in Afghanistan has taken place more 
quickly than anyone predicted. Over the past few days we 
have received distressing reports about the situation in 
Kabul, as well as across the country.

Following our military involvement, the UK bears a heavy 
responsibility towards the people of Afghanistan and must 
act to support all who fear for their future and seek asylum. 
Over the course of this conflict, members of our churches 
have been supporting those who have been forced to flee 
and at this critical time our response must be one of 
compassion and generosity. As Members of Parliament are 
recalled, we hope that there might be an unequivocal 
guarantee to support those seeking asylum, and that broad 
and accessible routes to the UK are created for those 
seeking sanctuary from Afghanistan.

Methodist chaplains have served members of our Armed 
Forces in Afghanistan over the past 20 years and we are 
mindful of them and of all who bear the scars of this 
conflict. We remember particularly those still serving, 
veterans, civilian colleagues and their families for whom the 
current situation in Afghanistan may be evoking difficult 
memories.

Our hearts go out to women in Afghanistan who have taken 
the opportunity to lead in many ways, making contributions 
in their communities, business and politics. They now fear 
that these freedoms will be reversed. We call on all 
governments everywhere to uphold the empowerment of 
women and to ensure that the new government in 
Afghanistan maintains the freedoms that have been gained 
in recent years.

In the face of uncertainty in Afghanistan and the region we 
know that many will want to join us in prayer.

Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Conference
Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference

A prayer for Afghanistan

The Prophet says, You know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord; plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
offer you hope and a future.

Gracious and holy God,

We come to you with the situation in Afghanistan heavy on 
our hearts. It is a situation so complicated, and so fast 
moving, that it is difficult for us to know what to say or how 
to think.

We hold before you the people of the country, those who 
stay and those who flee; those living with terror and afraid 
for the future; those who, because of this latest turn of 
events, will never be able to live the fullness of life that is 
your purpose. We hold all this before you.

We hold open to you the future: the world leaders with a 
role in shaping what happens next; the many who are 
becoming refugees and the people who will be called upon 
to offer them safety and a future; the impact of these local 
events on our world story. We hold all this open to you.

We hold in your love all those known to us whose lives have 
been bound up in the recent story of Afghanistan. We think 
of all those who have served there in our Armed Forces, 
those who were injured and those who did not return. We 
hold in our hearts all those for whom this is a time of special 
grieving and confusion, and those who minister to them. We 
hold all these in your love.

Rock of ages, at this difficult time we lean into your 
timelessness.

Turn us, and all people, to your good purposes for your 
world. Grant courage and wisdom, hope and a future.

Amen

Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference

Solihull people have been so generous that the 
Renewal Centre has been inundated with items and 
at the moment cannot cope with any more or offers 
of help.

They suggest that if you would still like to help you 
look at their website 

www.renewalscc/helpinghands or by calling on 0121 
711 730

We have started to use a new system that has been 
recommended by the Methodist Church. The banking admin 
is done by one of the biggest online payments companies, 
SumUp. 

Payments reach the church bank account almost immediately 
and are recorded so the payments can reach the correct fund 
raisers. This is an easier way to support the church's work and 
reduce the admin and risks of handling cash payments. 

It is very easy to use–just go to the church website

Any problems or wish to know more please contact Pete 
Austin (p-j-a@outlook.com) 

Donate from the comfort of your own home 
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The Haiti District of the Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean and Americas 
are responding to the immediate needs 
of persons after the Earthquake with 
support from the World Mission Fund 

(£15,000)

The earthquake struck the western coast 
of Haiti in the morning (local time) of the 
14 August, causing widespread 
devastation, loss of life and injury to 
thousands of Haitians. 
Over 2,000 people have lost their 
lives. Over 7000 homes have been 
destroyed or damaged, as well as 
businesses. Many church properties, 
including church buildings, manses and 
schools have been damaged. Some 
congregations worshiped in the open air 
on Sunday. The Methodist clinics appear 
to be intact, as are some Methodist 
Schools. Some smaller communities have 
suffered complete destruction.

Although the main road from Port-au-Prince 
to Jeremie (the epicentre of the earthquake) has 
now reopened, damage to main bridges in the 
area means that there are challenges in getting 
aid to the communities that most need it. The 
Haiti District is currently working on 
transport logistics.

As the District is able to obtain a more detailed 
assessment of the situation for the communities 
affected, it will be able to assess which 
communities are in greatest need. Some of 
these communities are likely be located in 
the Jeremie and Leon Circuit where the church is 
present and is able to mobilise its volunteers 
and workers to distribute relief and 
humanitarian aid.

This World Mission Fund grant is made in 
conjunction with the joint All We 
Can/Methodist Church in Britain Emergency 
Appeal to aid the response in Haiti.
.

The Haiti District is seeking to respond to humanitarian need by organising
hygiene kits, WASH station equipment, water purification kits, tents and 
food packages.
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30 am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles for 

details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned? 
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either the email 
address reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk

or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service
9.30 am

This is held in t the 
Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live streamed via the church 
website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from Richard Burr if you 
cannot access the internet.

Recycling bins at the back of the church 

The Greener Church Group now has recycling boxes on the 
shelf at the back of the church.  

There are bins for mobile phones, batteries, printer 
cartridges, glasses and foil strips for pills

Tuesday 
Mens’ Coffee 

group 

Meet at 10.30 am in 
Room 5

CC BY-NC

Please only bring non perishable food items

There will be a ‘bring your own lunch’ afterwards – drinks provided

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Molly Chitokwindo
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Molly Chitokwindo and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
October Messenger items is 

Monday 13th September

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

We have a number of older people ready to come 
back to weekly church but needing transport. So we 
are reconstituting the Drivers Rota of volunteers 
who are happy to do this.. You decide how often 
you can do this. Bryan Fitter can tell you more and 
answer your questions .. The people we help are so 
grateful and so pleased to see us Please help we are 
desperately short of drivers to restart.



October Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1 2
10 -12.30  Decorate 
the church for 
Harvest

3  Harvest 
festival
10.30  Morning 
service   Rev Molly 
Chitokwindo

4
7.30      Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

6
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

7
10.30  Thanksgiving 
Service for Celia 
Roberts
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

8
10.30 Friendship 
Cafe

9

10
10.30  Morning 
service

11
7.30      Scouts

12
9.30  Holy          

Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

13
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

1.00 Soupa Talks   
Fowlers Cheese of 
Earlswood

14
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

15 16

17
10.30  Morning 
Service with Holy 
Communion and 
Dedication of 
Pastoral Visitors
Rev Molly 
Chitokwindo

18
7.30      Scouts

19
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning

20
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

21
9.30 Ramble
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

22
10.30 Friendship 
Cafe

23

24
10.30 Morning 
service with the 
Greener Church 
Group

25 26
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

27
9.30  Morning
prayers by Zoom

1.00    Soupa Talks 
Brueton ????

28

8.15  Badminton

29 30

31
10.30   Morning 
service

15

Online Zoom conference 
Tuesday 19th October at 8pm. 

Progressive Christianity - Hope for the Future?

The conference bringing together two leading 
and younger voices for progressive Christianity in 

the USA and Australia.

Deshna Shine is an ordained Interfaith Minister 
and Chaplain, a Certified Healing Ritual 

Facilitator, a Yoga Instructor. She is a Lead Author 
of the Children’s Curriculum: A Joyful Path.

Jeremy Greaves is Assistant Bishop of Brisbane in 
the Anglican Church of Australia. Jeremy has 

described himself as a progressive Christian who 
"lives on the edge of the church".

To book go to the circuit website 
www.birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk

Half term

Radical Faith

3Generate Youth Weekend 
Friday 29 – Sunday 31 October 

The NEC Birmingham 

3Generate 2021 is open to 8 – 23 year olds and, 
in an exciting new development for this year, we 

are welcoming 4 to 7 year olds and their 
parents/carers or significant adults into their own 

3Generate space.

Contact Charlotte here for further details
youth@birminghammethodist.org.uk

http://www.birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk/
https://birminghammethodistcircuit.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=babe2384bacc2e326be7ba559&id=2f29dbd7b6&e=3cd072a03c
mailto:youth@birminghammethodist.org.uk


www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

The Pratt Morris Chapmans were in the 
area in the summer so we had an 
impromptu get-together with some of their 
Young Church friends, including the Talls
and Freddie. 

Friendships that have started on Zoom 
really blossomed with the chance to play 
together and share a picnic. The two Annas 
became doctors and fixed my current chest 
infection, Kwame, Ben and Freddie played 
Pandemic (and won, so I’m pretty sure 
Covid is now over) then introduced Kwame 
to Minecraft, Stella found books for baby 
Ewuradwowa Katherine and did a puzzle 
with Anna, John explored the climbing 
frames and pushed the little ones round in 
the toy car. 

Who Wants To See Our Wonderful Young Folk 
Back in Church?

Over the last year our worship has been enhanced by 

the video clips of Young Church which have been shown 

on the screen.  But, let’s face it, there is no substitute for 

the real thing.  We all miss their live contributions to our 

services and can’t wait to get them back.  Well, here’s 

the thing, for this to happen we need volunteers to help 

in Young Church otherwise our youngsters will remain as 

images on a screen. 

Both JAM (the younger ones) and ENGAGE (secondary-

ish age) need helpers.  If you are interested, please let 

speak to Dean Taylor, Andy Hunt or any steward. 

WITHOUT YOU WE WON’T HAVE THEM.

Online Young Church, which may seem to 
some people to be somehow less tangible and 
connected, has created wonderful and real 
friendships across the continent, and I felt 
privileged to have shared this precious time 
with these families. 

You may remember that this family are with 
the Methodist Church in Rome and have found 
their way to our on-line Junior church 
becoming regulars from all that way. So good 
that they wanted to meet properly in the 
holidays .

Linda Bates


