
15th  May  2021

Annual Plant Sale

It was not the best weather for the Plant 
Sale in aid of Christian Aid but that did 
not deter people from turning out to visit 
the stall outside the Innes house.   There 
was also a lot of passing traffic showing 
interest.   Over £900 has been raised so 
far – a fantastic effort.
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We are sorry to 
announce the 
death of Doris 
West.   
We remember her 
family and friends 
in our prayers.

The 11th Solihull Scout Group are pleased to announce 
that the County Commissioner has awarded Andy 
Penhallurick the Commissioner's Commendation Award 
for his services to Solihull Scouting. It is fitting for this to 
be announced during the Group's 50th Anniversary as 
Andy's father started the Scout Group at church. 
Although he was just too young to be a founder member, 
Andy went on to be a Cub, Scout and a Leader in the 
Group. Later he became a Leader with Kabila Venture 
Scout Unit before he returned to the 11th to pick up 
again as an Assistant Cub Leader. He is described as a 
'very steady pair of hands' who has proved to be reliable, 
calm in an emergency and who enjoys sharing his skills 
with young people. But, of course,  Andy is so much 
more. He was also involved with Reynalds Cross School 
and he helped set up a link with the school where several 
pupils at the school became members of the Group. 

Congratulations to Anne and Peter Stoakley
who celebrate their diamond wedding 
anniversary on 27th May.   They were married at 
St James Church, Little Clacton, Essex in 1961.

Death

In recent years Andy has 
continued to contribute his 
skills in hill walking, climbing 
and abseiling to help Scouts 
across the County. The photo 
above shows Andy in action at 
Cub Camp demonstrating his 
fire lighting skills."

Morag Smith 
celebrates her 
90th birthday on 
25th May –
Happy birthday 
Morag
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Dear Friends,

As Methodists, we tend not to celebrate 
the feast days of saints. But May 15th in the 
Christian calendar is the day marked down 
for remembering Matthias – immortalised 
in the quote, ‘and the lot fell on Matthias’ –
a saying that many have taken for 
themselves in certain situations!

Matthias is one of the second line of saints 
- a reserve! He’s one of those who wasn’t 
originally picked for the first team but 
waited patiently on the substitute’s bench 
until the call came. He was the one chosen 
to fill the place left vacant by Judas.

It’s a reminder that the 12 weren’t the only 
followers of Jesus. In the Gospels there are 
many references to a crowd of others, 
including women, who were close to Jesus. 
But it was the 12 who were at the heart of 
his followers, to whom he entrusted his 
teaching and from whom came the 
witnesses of all the most significant events 
of his short ministry.

Even so, we’re often surprised that Luke in 
Acts 1 numbers the believers at about 120. 
In a sense each disciple represented 10 
others, and the picture we carry of Jesus’ 
followers being finally reduced to a couple 
of handfuls isn’t apparently true. So, Luke 
records that following Jesus’ ascension, the 
first significant act of the early church was 
to choose one to take Judas’ place.

This didn’t happen again. Indeed, after this 
account, we don’t hear of any of them, 
apart from Peter, James and John, again. 
James was killed by Herod, but it isn’t 

reported that he was replaced. 
Presumably the church quickly
outgrew a simple structure of 
leadership that depended on the 12. As it 
spread to other towns and across the 
Mediterranean, the church developed a 
local leadership. In addition, there was the 
dominating role played by Paul, the great 
apostle who could never have belonged to 
the 12 because he didn’t have the necessary 
qualification, as he had not travelled with 
Jesus and been with him the whole time, 
and witnessed the resurrection. 
We don’t know how many of the 120 

would have passed those most stringent 
tests. Presumably there was much coming 
and going in the group of Jesus’ day. 
However, we do know that 2 names 
emerged: Matthias and Joseph Barsabbas, 
also known as Justus. Now whether these 2 
men were the only ones who fulfilled the 
qualifications or whether it was agreed they 
were the best, we don’t know. Perhaps also 
they couldn’t agree which of the 2 should 
be chosen, or perhaps they preferred not to 
choose. Anyway, the method used for 
deciding which of the 2 should join the 12 
was by drawing lots after prayer – good 
Methodist practice!!

There’s no record elsewhere of this method 
being used in the early church although it 
wasn’t uncommon among the Jews. The 2 
names would be written on stones, put into 
a box and shaken up and the name of the 
chosen one would be tipped out. On that 
stone was written the name, Matthias. 
Appropriately, it’s a name that means, ‘Gift 
of God.’
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Natural curiosity leads us to ask what 
happened next, as if election to the 12 
wouldn’t have been a climax in the life of 
anyone. The truth is that the only 
references to Matthias are vague and 
insubstantial. There is nothing else about 
him in the New Testament. It is assumed 
that Matthias was Testament. It is assumed 
that Matthias was martyred and what were 
alleged to be his relics were moved from 
Jerusalem to Rome and on to Treves. 
However, what happened to Matthias after 
his election is of far less interest than the 
fact that he was the only one of the 12 
apostles not appointed directly by Jesus.

When we remember Matthias, we should 
recall that he is God’s gift to us. His life and 
experience have much to teach and inspire 
us. He must, first of all, be a constant 
reminder that the picture of Jesus and the 
12 is only half true. His followers were more 
numerous than that and Matthias and 

Justus were representatives of them. This 
isn’t to take away the importance of the 12, 
but history always simplifies and we forget 
the second line of those who support and 
help those who take the public eye. It’s just 
as valuable to serve God as part of the 
anonymous crowd of witnesses as to fall 
under the spotlight with those who are on 
show. We would never have heard of 
Matthias if Judas hadn’t defected. Yet his 
gifts of leadership, recognised in his short-
listing by his fellows, were always there. 
Again and again we bemoan the lack of 
leadership in our churches and communities 
and yet we fail to recognise God’s gifts and 
to bring them out in usefulness and service. 
Matthias challenges us to be ready to come 
off the substitute’s bench and use our gifts 
in the service of our church, our 
community, our God.

Matthias is the patron saint of those of us 
who prefer to be in the wings, and yet 
ready to respond to the challenge of coming 
‘off the bench’, ready to take a more 
prominent place when God calls us, 
surrendering our anonymity, moving centre 
stage, and showing that, like Matthias, that 
we, even we, are God’s gift to the world.

Peter Bates.

At the Church AGM on Sunday 9th May the 
following elections were elected. 
Church Stewards: Sue Kelley, Jeremy 
Pearce, Cathy Coleman, Howard Staight, 
Alan Faulkner (for an extra year as agreed 
by Church Council in February 2021), Pete 
Austin and Karen Robertson.

Church Council representatives: Karen 
Handford, David Grey, Andy Hunt, Ann 
Polson, Derek Giles, Sandra Ker, Joy 
Wadsworth, Sue Bates, Richard Burr, 
Jackie Farmer, Fiona Beadle, Abi Godfree 
and Tim Weatherup
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Pete Austin
I’ve been a member at Solihull since 1997 
so it was probably about time I took up the 
Steward's role! After helping with Junior 
Badminton, Junior Church and Creche plus 
18 years of running and supporting the 
Methodist Scout troop, I hope I can draw on 
these experiences and take the church 
forward.

Having served on the projector team for 
many years, I have recently been involved 
with producing the online services, and the 
stewards are keen to support this within my 
stewarding role.

From my working life, 
I have plenty of 
experience in IT and 
communications and 
I am hoping to be able 
to use those skills to
help the church 
develop in the 21st 
century. 

In my spare time I 
enjoy the outdoors: running, cycling, and 
walking and I am a keen lover of jazz, funk 
and soul music.

Karen Robertson

I was a little surprised to be asked to join 
the Stewards team. However, after much 
thought I felt that it was the right time for 
me to become a Steward.

I moved to Solihull with my family from 
Bridgend in South Wales, in 1970. In 
Bridgend we had attended the Baptist 
Church but started to attend Solihull 
Methodist on the recommendation of 
friends. Apart from a couple of brief 
interludes, I have been attending the 
Church ever since.

Lewis and I were married at the Church 
and our three children were baptised there. 
The children all attended Junior Church, 
Seekers and were members of SMASH. 
Fiona and her husband, Cameron and their 
daughter, Imogen, live locally. David is 
living in Amsterdam and Alex is currently 
living with us.

I trained as a primary school teacher at 
Westminster College and spent my career, 
teaching in a number of Birmingham

schools, eventually
specialising in the Early
Years. 
When I semi-retired 
in 2014, I became the 
manager of Pushchair 
Club at Solihull. It has 
been a privilege to be 
part of such a 
wonderful Church 
outreach and I very much hope that 
Pushchair will be able to restart in 
September..
I first helped with Sunday School, as it was 

then, in the 1970s. Since then, I have been 
involved with Junior Church and Young 
Church . 
Latterly, I have been part of the Messy 
Church Team.

I feel a little daunted at taking on the role 
of Steward.  I look forward to getting to 
know more members of the congregation 
and serving the Church family to the best of 
my ability.
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Dear Lord
At this time of pandemic let us foster respect, solidarity and friendship 

with others
As we think about, learn about and pray for the people of India at this 

most distressing, disturbing  and grave time.
We pray now in particular for those many, many families who have lost 

their most dear and loved ones.
Loss of a loved one is costly

Loss of a loved one is devastating
Loss of a loved one is dreadful
Loss of a loved one is painful
Loss of a loved one is hurtful

Loss of a loved one is what is happening now to thousands of people in 
India.

Nothing remote, nothing distant, people like ourselves who belong to 
the human family

In their sadness and grief and in their anger and despair may they know 
the power of prayer we and many others are offering.

And through them and because of them find solidarity, support, love 
hope and light 

In Jesus’ name.       Amen
Revd Richard Teal

President of Methodist Conference
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Good day all

Thanks for your continued support to our 
program at Camp Joy

Things are going extremely well this side.  
Though winter is approaching our hearts 
are warmed with your love and kindness, 
Richard (Balmer), Chris (Giles) and the 
whole congregation

We currently have 35 guys in our program 
and 26 in our live work program where 
they are earning a small stipend via a 
Men’s program from the City to enable 
them to support their families in a small 
but meaningful way

Pastor Mike, we truly value your 
continuous support training, counselling 
and mentoring us on a weekly basis. You 
really add value to our participant’s 
growth and we appreciate all your 
sacrifices you have made over the years

Blessing Craven Engel

The vegetable  garden at Camp Joy

Last year it was planned to hold an Open 
Gardens event  in the summer to raise 
funds for Camp Joy.
Sadly  this was postponed because of 
covid.   We are now planning to  hold it on 

Sunday 25th July

Could you open up your garden for people 
to come round and admire to raise money 
for a good cause?
If so please contact Richard Balmer
or Lawrie Rumens.

CC BY

Camp Joy in Cape 
Town rehabilitates 
former gangsters 
and help them 
start a new life
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Dalit Madonna by Jyoti Sahi Images © Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes.
The Methodist Church. Registered Charity no. 1132208

Balsall Common Methodist Church is excited 
and delighted to announce the arrival in 
September of important works from the 
nationally-renowned Methodist Modern Art 
Collection.  Many of its more than 50 works 
will go on show this autumn in churches 
across Coventry - including Balsall Common 
Methodist Church - as an Art Trail, entitled 
Stories of Change: Hope, Faith and Love, as 
part of the city’s celebration as UK City of 
Culture.

The Collection includes works by artists such 
as Graham Sutherland, Elisabeth Frink, 
Edward Burra, William Roberts, Patrick 
Heron and F N Souza.  Maggi Hambling's 
Good Friday: Walking on water 2006 is one 
of seven works to be displayed in Balsall 
Common Methodist Church.

Jyoti Sahi's striking Dalit Madonna will be on 
display in Earlsdon Methodist Church, where 
it is hoped it will appeal to a wide audience 
and stimulate meaningful discussions.

The artworks were brought together as a 
collection from 1962 onwards by the 
inspiring Methodist layman John Morel 
Gibbs, and presented to the Methodist 
Church. They will support the story of 
Coventry as a city of post-war recovery, 
reconciliation and peace-making, creating 
new dialogues with works in Coventry 
Cathedral and in buildings such as the 1930s 
Methodist Central Hall. The Collection has 
grown considerably since the original 

Good Friday: Walking on water, 2006 by Maggi Hambling 
Images © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes.
The Methodist Church. Registered Charity no. 1132208
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bequest and now also boasts works by 
artists such as Norman Adams and Susie 
Hamilton. 

The Art Trail marks the relaunch of the 
Collection after a two-year conservation 
and re-framing project to improve the 
condition of the works and ensure they will 
be able to be displayed for many years to 
come.  The  Trail will start at Coventry 
Cathedral and Coventry Methodist Central 
Hall in the city centre. Then visitors will be 
encouraged to follow the trail beyond the 
city into churches in Earlsdon, Balsall 
Common and Fillongley, which are part of 
the Coventry and Nuneaton Methodist 
Circuit.

In addition to the opportunity to view at 
first hand many iconic works of art, there 
will be an artist and poet in residence at 
Methodist Central Hall responding to the 
Collection, and a programme of talks, 
activities and events inspired by the 
artworks, aimed at children and families 
across all sites.  In Balsall Common there 
will be workshops on poetry, craft and 
painting, allowing visitors to make  their 
own response to the works on view.

The Revd Jane Braund said: "As minister at 
Balsall Common and Fillongley, I am so 
pleased to be able to host some of the 
pieces of art from the Methodist Modern 
Art Collection.  I would encourage everyone 
to take this opportunity to come and look at 
these paintings and join in with the various 
workshops that are taking place alongside 
the displays.  Coventry being City of Culture 
this year provides us with a wonderful 
opportunity to come together as we 
emerge from lockdown to explore these

unique modern artworks.  I look forward to 
welcoming you to Balsall Common 
Methodist Church and St.Mary's and All 
Saints, Fillongley."

Prof Ann Sumner, Chair of the Methodist 
Modern Art Collection Management 
Committee, said: 

“While the Church of England’s post-war 
response to church re-building and artistic 
commissioning is well known and 
epitomised by Coventry Cathedral, the 
Methodist Church’s engagement with 
developments in twentieth-century British 
religious art is less well known ... It is hoped 
that the carefully selected works will 
provide a unique moment of healing and 
contemplation, speaking to people in 
differing ways, as the nation recovers from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”  

During this time of pandemic and 
lockdowns, community engagement has 
already begun and the congregations have 
been considering how works from the 
Collection have spoken to them during this 
period and responding to the paintings that 
are coming on loan with thought-provoking

Balsall Common Methodist Church, Station Road
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comments. For example, reflecting on 
Maggi Hambling’s Good Friday:Walking on 
water, 2006, Christine from Balsall 
Common Methodist Church wrote: “Christ 
is not seen instantly but He is integral to 
the stormy waters: in the same way He is 
present in the troubles of our lives, 
reaching towards us. We just have to look.”

The Methodist Modern Art Trail Stories of 
Change: Hope, Faith and Love will be 
available to view on selected days from 
Saturday 4 September to Sunday 3 October 
2021.  Opening times in Balsall Common 
will be Fridays and Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
until 4.00 p.m. and Sundays from 1.00 -
4.00 p.m.  For more information and/or to 
offer help with stewarding, please contact 
Jill and Roger Pacey.

Graham Lowe and Jean Hamilton will be 
presenting two identical live concerts in 
Shirley Methodist Church on

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd May, 
both at 3.00 pm. (Doors open at 2.40 pm.) 
The concerts will last about an hour, with 
no interval. A retiring collection will be 
taken in aid of church funds. 
The audience will be safely socially 
distanced and numbers are limited so 
booking is essential. For more information 
and to book a seat please contact Graham 
or Jean.

Foodbank collection
Please don’t forget to bring non 
perishable food items for the Foodbank 
when you come to church.  The bin is at 
the entrance of the church.

Thank you

10
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New LED lights keep coming

When we hear the word ‘lightbulb’ I guess 
most of us still have a picture of a pear 
shaped thing of perhaps 60, or 100 Watts 
power. These are ‘tungsten filament” lights. 
The bulb contains an inert gas and a coil of 
very thin tungsten. As electricity goes 
through the wire the resistance makes the 
wire heat up, glow and produce light. But it 
is much more heat than light: 95% is heat 
and barely 5% light and these bulbs are 
now considered so inefficient they are no 
longer being manufactured in the UK.

Halogen lights added a trace of a halogen to 
the inert gas, usually iodine or bromine, 
and were about 50% more efficient. They 
have good natural colour, can be quite 
small, but are still inefficient. Long 
fluorescent tubes date back a long time. 
Mercury is added to the inert gas (which 
means they represent a hazard and need 
careful disposal) and they have a 
phosphorus lining to create a fluorescence, 
hence the name, but some find the colour a 
little sickly. However, small bulbs with 
tubes in loops or spirals came on the 
market some 15 years ago and these 
‘compact fluorescents’ or CFLs, are usually 
4 -5 times as efficient as the old tungsten 
ones. 

Now we have LEDs, Light Emitting Diodes. 
These work like solar panels in reverse. 
Light falling on solar panels produces 
electricity. Electricity going through LEDs 
produces light. They are commonly twice as 
efficient as CFLs. All this makes choosing 
bulbs more complicated. Instead of 

knowing we needed a 100 Watt bulb for a 
certain room or lampshade, now we need 
to look for ‘lumens’, the measure of light. 
As a starting guide, an old 100 Watt gives 
about 1300 lumens. 

LEDs however use 12 volt electricity (like 
cars) whereas the mains are 230 volts. This 
means a transformer or ‘driver’ is needed 
to reduce the voltage and space is needed 
for it. LED bulbs are fatter at the bottom 
than the old ones and standard lamps have 
fatter wall plugs to accommodate these 
drivers. And here I confess my ignorance 
again. Until a week ago I thought the size of 
the driver made it impossible to make LEDs 
to replace some of the small halogen lights I 
have, such as those shown in the picture. 

Not so. Though they cost £4-5 each* 3 of 
the larger ones in one of our fittings should 
save their cost within one year – and they 
could last 20 times as long!  I hate to advise 
throwing anything away but, to save 
energy, reduce carbon dioxide emissions –
and save money - the quicker we move to 
LEDs, the better.   

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

*They were bought from GBS Lighting shop 
on the Stratford Road in Hockley Heath



Thursday 20th May

After 17th May, the next stage of 
lockdown release indicates that up to 
30 people can meet outdoors, and I am 
proposing to restart our monthly walks 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

Initially we cannot operate car sharing, 
nor should we lunch at pubs to start 
with.

I will try to stick to local walks in these 
circumstances, and try to keep the 
length of walks to under 5 miles. 
The first one starts at 10.00 am on 
20th May at Dorridge Park. If you are 
travelling from Knowle along Station 
Road, just beyond Dorridge village go 
under the railway bridge and take the 
first on the left (Arden Road)
which takes you straight into the free 
car park.

If the weather is favourable you might 
like to bring a picnic lunch. If we get 
more heavy rain in the meantime, 
waterproof walking boots would be an 
advantage

Martin Cooke

Rambles starting again

CC BY-SA-NC

The Greener Church Group will start 
collecting items for recycling again in 
boxes in the church vestibule only from 
Sunday 6th June.
More details  will be in the next 
Messenger.   Sadly we cannot recycle 
glasses any more.

Wonderful sea of bluebells in Ansty Wood 
near Wootton Wawen
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I hope you will recall the very successful 
project a couple of years ago to raise 
money for the second refugee family to 
come to the UK for New Life and New 
Hope. As that project came to its 
conclusion we learnt that the Birmingham 
District of the Methodist Church decided 
not to pursue this initiative further and we 
were left with our unaltered intent to 
facilitate a new family but with no service 
provider to apply as host.

We have previously reported that with 
David Butterworth’s help we identified a 
new group at Bearwood who had set up a 
project to bring over a number of families. 
We have been working with them to help 
them apply and to give our practical as well 
as financial support. This resulted in an 
agreement to sponsor their first family 
financially with staged payments as their 
project progressed. Covid has not helped 
but they have shown remarkable resilience 
and determination to make this happen.

What a delight that they have passed their 
first milestone and their first family is now 
becoming a reality. Their summary letter 
below shows their progress. This means 
that they have completed their first 
milestone and we have authorised the 
release of the first stage payment to their 
accounts. By the way during this period 
they have also been fundraising 
themselves and we hope that their second 
family will follow soon after the first. 

Thank you again for being so patient as we 
made this happen and for your support. 
We hope you will be as excited as we are! 

Malcolm Evans and Lawrie Rumens

By the way there is good news also from 
our first family now safely in their own 
home. They have been safely delivered of a 
baby daughter and all are well. 

I'm thrilled to share that we officially 
submitted our application to the Home 
Office on Wednesday during our meeting, 
after which I poured a glass of wine in 
celebration! 

The usual time for processing means that 
we will be welcoming the family in the 
autumn or possibly late summer. If you 
want to know more or see the application, 
let me know. This puts us in a new phase of 
preparing for arrival, which means there 
will be more opportunities to get involved 
with things that aren't meetings! (For those 
who like meetings, don't worry, there will 
also be plenty of those). 

First up: garden clear-up parties from 3rd 
to the 14th June. There will be several slots 
over those dates for you to join in with 
clearing up the overgrown plants and 
generally getting it ready for the family. 
You'll receive an email with times and 
details of how to sign up soon.

Josh Evans. 
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles 

for details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned?
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain 

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either 
the email address reservations@solihull-
methodist.org.uk
or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Sunday 16th May        Revd Donald Ker

Sunday 23rd May
Pentecost

Church Life & 
Mission Group

Sunday 30th May Revd Donald Ker

Sunday 6th June Diane Webb

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service

9.30 am

This will be held in the 
church and not the 

Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live 
streamed via the church website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from 
Richard Burr if you cannot access the 
internet.

Sunday 23rd  May at 6pm 

Special Birmingham Methodist 
Circuit Service

The service will be streamed
via the Circuit’s Facebook page.

Rev Ping Ting Chen will 
preach on the theme

‘The Power of the Holy Spirit’

CC BY
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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Rev Andrew Orton
Minister 

(on sick leave)

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator
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The Zoom session for Young Church on 
Sunday 9th May read the book ‘Maybe 
God is Like that Too’.   This book is by 
Jennifer Grant and beautifully 
illustrated by Benjamin Schnipper.   It 
describes how a small boy asks his 
grandmother where is God in his daily 
life. She points out that God is 
everywhere in joy, peace, kindness, 
goodness, patience, love, faithfulness, 
self control.    God is all around us if we 
look and see him in other people’s acts.

The book ends with a verse from 
Galatians 5, v22  

The fruit of the spirit  is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self control.

The children said they liked the dog 
with the purple jumper in the story and someone giving a loaf of 

bread to a  neighbour.

Young Church recalled acts of 
kindness. Some thought their 
grandparents were kind when 
they bought them the sort of  
yogurts they  liked and 
magazines!    Some remembered 
instances when they had been 
kind to others.

There was a colouring sheet with 
the fruits of the spirit and  a 
wordsearch.  


