
1st May  2021

Many of you will be aware that normally at 
this time of the year a group of us travel to 
Minehead to take part in the annual Spring 
Harvest event. As with most things Covid 19 
meant that we couldn't attend in person this 
year and as such the event moved entirely 
on line. 

The theme of Spring Harvest 21 was 
'Unrivalled - why we Worship' and explored 
what it really means to Worship an 
unrivalled God. A number of us subscribed 
to the online content and really enjoyed 
taking part during the week which ran from 
Easter Sunday. 

We have been encouraged by Spring 
Harvest and wanted to share the teaching to 
a wider audience. As such we planned to 

show the main Evening Worship to the rest 
of our House Group 'Life Group' starting 
from Sunday 25th April at 7pm. We will 
confirm further dates later as there are 4 
sessions in total that could be streamed in 
this way. We would be delighted if anyone 
else from our Church family wanted to join 
us in watching this stream together.

If you have ever wondered what an evening 
Worship at Spring Harvest looks like then 
this will give you a really good idea, albeit it 
was filmed in a studio in Reading rather than 
a huge marquee at Butlins! There's some 
really good teaching, powerful testimonies 
and worship provided by the group from 
Gas Street Church in Birmingham.  

Andy Hunt
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Katrina Handford has been appointed 
as headteacher at Kent College near 
Tunbridge Wells.   Kent College is a 
Methodist day and boarding school for 
girls aged 3 - 18. 

Katrina says  “I am thrilled to have been 
selected to lead the community at Kent 
College and am eager to meet the 
students, staff and families of the 
school. I am honoured that I will be 
able to walk alongside them in the next 
steps of their lives. It is clear that Kent 
College is a school with strong 
foundations and a bright future. Its 
Methodist ethos of ‘doing all the good 
you can’ is a philosophy close to my 
heart and one that I firmly believe sets 
Kent College students apart from their 
peers and which enables them to lead 
fulfilling and successful lives. I was 
immediately drawn to Kent College 
because of the warmth of its 
community spirit and its focus on 
providing a wealth of activities to 
inspire the students to make their mark 
on the world as considerate and kind 
global citizens.”

Revd Helen Cameron, Chair of the 
Northampton District of The Methodist 
Church, has been elected as the next 
Moderator of the Free Churches Group. 

The Free Churches Group comprises 26 
denominations which seek to promote faithful 
Christian witness in the public square.

Speaking about her election, Helen Cameron, 
said:

“I am delighted to have been elected to be the 
next Moderator of the Free Churches Group. I 
look forward to serving the 26 churches of the 
group who work together in a number of 
important areas such as chaplaincy in 
education, health care and prisons.

“I am confident that we are stronger together 
in our commitments to work for human 
flourishing, for justice and peace for all, and in 
our expression of a confident Christian witness 
in the public square”.

The Free Churches Group seeks to express 
unity by promoting fellowship, shared counsel 
and working together whilst recognising that 
each Group Member remains at liberty to fulfil 
its own distinctive witness and mission.
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Dear friends,

As we journey through the great 50 day 
Feast of Easter, I have noticed this year 
how many Gospel passages that include an 
encounter with the Risen Christ begin with 
not recognising who Jesus is. From Mary 
thinking that she was speaking to the 
gardener to the disciples who were 
unconvinced and confused until Jesus ate 
some food amongst them, Christ is not 
always immediately recognised.

As a young man I had the privilege of living 
and working at the Whitechapel Methodist 
Mission in East London where we offered 
food, showers, clothing and shelter to the 
homeless. One of the moments that has 
remained with me ever since was a 
conversation with a wonderful Glaswegian 
called Jim who slept in the surrounding 
streets. One morning, while we having a 
cup of tea together, Jim saw a poster on 
the wall that said, Jesus says “I will never 
turn away anyone who will come to me”. 
He read it aloud and then asked me, “Do 
you think that Jesus would ever turn me 
away Nick?”  No, I replied, “I don’t think 
that Jesus would turn you away.” Oh said 
Jim, “he’s a great bloke Jesus. I sometimes 
meet him in my dreams, but I don’t always 
recognise him.”

I couldn’t help but think of Jim as we’ve 
listened to our Gospel passages this Easter. 
I’ve wondered when have I met Jesus but 
not always recognised him. It reminded me 
of another story that Jesus told two days 
before the last night he spent with his 

disciples. In it Jesus said, “I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
a drink, I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was a prisoner 
and you visited me, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
clothed me.” The people then asked, 
“when did we do these things to you?” to 
which Jesus answered, “whenever you did 
these things unto the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did them 
unto me.” 
As we proclaim our Alleluias rejoicing that 

Christ is Risen, let us pray that the eyes of 
our heart, soul and mind may be open to 
recognising Christ in our sisters and 
brothers, especially those who are 
suffering, and may we act in love and 
compassion.

Easter blessings,
Nick Jones

The Supper at Emmaus by Roy de Maistre
Methodist Modern Art Collection



• Can you spare 3 evenings a year for the 
next 3 years? 

• Do you want to help make decisions 
about the church life? 

Then become a member of the church 
council. Members will need to become 
trustees. 

We are currently looking for members of 
the congregation to be representatives on 
the church council of which there are 
currently three vacancies. The church 
council meets three times a year and the 
post is for a three-year period. The council 
is the place where decisions concerning the 
life of the church are made. 

Members of the Church Council are also 
Managing Trustees of the local church. 
Solihull Methodist Church is a registered 
charity and therefore abides by the 
regulations of the Charity Commission, with 
the Church Council responsible for the 
leadership and oversight of ‘the Charity.’ 
There is a responsibility to ensure that the 

Church is cared for and used only for 
permitted purposes.

To be a member of the Church Council 
carries with it great responsibility. It is the 
Church Council that decides policy, looks to 
the future and seeks to discern what God is 
saying to the church in this ever-changing 
world. Also, how we respond to the 
challenges and opportunities that are 
presented to us. 

To be a member of the Church Council is to 
help in the discernment process and seek 
to help the church continue to serve God 
through the worship, service and mission of 
the Church in this community. It is 
therefore both a privilege and a 
responsibility.

If you feel this is a role you could 
undertake fill in a nomination form. If you 
wish to find out more about the role please 
contact Helen Banks

This year we are holding our Annual 
meeting via Zoom. It will also be available 
to those unable to access the meeting via 
Zoom, using the telephone. 

In order for the meeting to remain secure, 
those who wish to attend are asked to use 
the church reservations telephone 
number and e-mail (below) to request the 
link to the meeting. Those who wish to 

join by telephone will be given the 
number to call. Obviously the log-in 
details should remain confidential.

07928 818 562 (answer service)
reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk

The two new Steward nominees are

Karen Robertson and Pete Austin

Annual Church Meeting
Sunday 9th May at 7pm via Zoom
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Christian Aid week this year is severely 
curtailed because of covid restrictions.   
Neither the  Christian Aid Coffee Morning 
or the house to house collection can go 
ahead this year.
this year. 
However the work of Christian Aid, and 
the needs which it seeks to address, 
continue. There are at least two ways of 
offering your much needed support:

• By giving through  e-envelope to 
Christian Aid online.  Information can 
be found at the Christian Aid website 
www.christianaid.org.uk

• By buying the plants that Peter 
Stoakley, Alan Faulkner and John Innes 
have prepared. Last year they raised 
more than £800. On Saturday 8th May  
they will be setting up a Christian Aid 

Plant Stall outside 79 Silhill Hall Road .
Plans for sale are:
• Tomatoes 
• Courgettes

• Butternut Squash
• Strawberry plants
• Rhubarb
• Sun Flower Plants
• French and Runner Beans    Peter Stoakley 

has 1500 runner beans plants
Contact Peter to order. 

CC BY

Annual Plant Sale

Foodbank collection
Please don’t forget to bring non perishable food 
items for the Foodbank when you come to 
church.  The bin is at the entrance of the church.

The need is huge as a result of the pandemic.

Thank you
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Use a Wormery to make Compost 

My son in Australia has just installed a 
wormery. 

Wormery? 

Wormeries use wriggly worms to eat your 
leftover scraps of food (including things like 
eggshells and even ground up bone) and pass 
them out the other end in a form which 
makes both compost and fertilizer. Isn’t 
nature wonderful? What a way to engage the 
children!

Purpose made wormeries are on sale for 
about £80 in the UK, but you can make your 
own easily with YouTube help. 

A simple wormery will comprise 3 plastic 
boxes about kitchen basin size sitting on top 
of each other and standing on 2 blocks. The 
bottom one is there to collect the ‘worm wee’ 
fertilizer liquid (I know it sounds disgusting but 
it’s a good cause) which, diluted about 10 
times, can feed your plants. 

Both second and third boxes need holes 
drilled in the bottom and near the top. You 
will need some compost and special worms 
(this is where the children come in) for the 
second box to get the wormery started. After 
a week or so, you start adding small amounts 
of food waste (worms don’t like onions or 
peel, but pretty well anything else) and scraps 
of soft paper. Slowly the worm casts will fill 
the second box and the worms will migrate to 
the food in the top box. When established, 
swop the middle and top boxes over, and take 
out and use the compost. Drain the fertilizer 
anytime.

Good luck!

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

CC BY

Wednesday 5th May   
7.30 – 8.45pm

Inspiring Ideas for Parishes

Wednesday 12th May. 
7.30 – 8.45pm

Eco Church and beyond

Bookings can be made by contacting 
Beryl Moppett

Numbers are limited so book early!

Climate Challenge 
= 

Church Challenge

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


During lockdown, the first community 
garden inspired by the Psalm 23 Garden 
scheme (Bible Society) was created outside 
St Mary’s Church in Tadley, near 
Basingstoke. It became a symbol of hope 
for people across the community.

A labyrinth of wild flowers, some espaliered 
cherry trees, and logs to sit on became the 
focal point of the local community.

‘Lockdown felt like a cruel blow to our 
plans,’ says minister, the Revd Gill Sakakini, 
‘but it’s been a complete blessing, because 
it’s given the garden a deeper meaning for 
the public.’

That meaning is hope. ‘There was a sense in 
the community that something was 
happening,’ she says. ‘When we planted it, 
we could barely see the seeds. But week by 
week things grew and there was something 
that people could engage with when there 
was very little going on.’

Now, she says, the garden has become ‘a 
focal point for the community’. ‘My vision 
and my hope is that the garden will be a 
real place where people can connect with 
the natural world, a place that roots them, 
a place where they step outside their 
normal life and find what God has to offer,’ 
she adds.

One of those for whom this is true is 48-
year-old Julie Dollin. Shielding for many 
months due to health issues, Julie’s first trip 
outside her house was to see the garden, 
named 23, after the Psalm.

‘I walked round the corner of the building 
and saw the garden for the first time, and it 
overwhelmed me,’ she says. ‘I was blown 

away by it.

‘The garden gives me hope, a sense of well-
being. Knowing I can come and sit here 
whenever life gets on top of me is great. It 
brings me closer to God.’

One of the key creators of the garden was 
Keith Gillings (67), a retired engineer with a 
passion for gardening. Used to being busy 
and active, the lockdown was especially 
hard for Keith. So, creating the 23 garden 
was ‘an absolute godsend’, he says.

‘It was a fantastic time to be doing this,’ he 
says, ‘which may sound strange. But 
gardening really does restore your soul. It’s 
a special garden to me. The bonus is that 
it’s being well-used.’

Anyone can use the garden at any time. But 
it’s already being adopted for more formal 
purposes. It became part of a nature trail 
across the town, is used for family events, 
prayer walks and outdoor services. There 
are also plans for the nearby school to use 
the garden.

‘Despite lockdown, we found creating this 
garden easy to do,’ says Gill. ‘It’s a fantastic 
way to connect with the community. It’s a 
great opportunity.’
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I have been “ecobricking” for a couple of 
years now and made my first module, a 
giant Lego brick that could be a foot stool 
or plant pot holder, out of 14 ecobricks this 
week.

Ecobricks are a way to take responsibility 
for your own plastic use, rather than 
relying on recycling processes which often 
end up dumping plastics in developing 
countries, or even putting unrecyclable 
plastics in the bin to end up in landfill.

Making an ecobrick makes you very aware 
of the quantity of plastic in your life: you 
start off by washing every item, e.g. crisp 
packet or the bag that frozen vegetables 
come in. Once cleaned of food residue or 
anything that could break down over time, 
the plastic needs to dry. Then cut the 
plastic very small; I aim for a maximum of 
1cm square. Once you have accumulated a 
quantity of tiny plastic pieces, they need to 
go, via a funnel, inside a clean, dry, plastic 
bottle. Each ecobrick needs to have a 
density of roughly 0.3 to 0.7. So a 600ml 
bottle could weigh a minimum of 200g, but 
you would hope to be closer to the 
maximum of 420g. Getting the brick to the 
correct density requires a lot of 
perseverance.  

Since April 2019, I have made 59 ecobricks
and registered them on Gobrik.com, a 
website where other members of the 
ecobrick community validate the photos to 
check that they meet the standards that 
will ensure that they can be used safely in 
projects. The website tells me that I have 
prevented 15.9kg plastic from being loose 

in the environment. This 
equates to saving 48.31kg of 
CO2 if that plastic had been 
burned.

There is a misconception that ecobricks are 
given away or even sent overseas. Actually, 
the idea is that one should use them 
oneself: the plastic I use through the 
choices I make, in picking certain brands or 
buying food in unrecyclable packaging, is 
my responsibility, and it’s up to me to 
figure out a use for my bricks. This sense of 
personal responsibility did lead to changes 
in our household, for example having milk 
in glass bottles from a milkman, who also 
delivers fruit and veg in compostable 
packaging.

If you visit www.ecobricks.org, you can see 
some of the amazing projects worldwide. 
One day, I hope to create a raised bed for 
growing veg, using the earth building 
techniques, which incorporate ecobricks
into centuries old wattle and daub 
methods. In countries like Indonesia, 
where supposedly “recycled” plastic from 
developed countries, has been dumped, 
ecobricking has been an empowering way 
for communities to reclaim their 
environment and build furniture, gardens, 
play parks and more. The earth building 
technique is another example of the 
“cradle to cradle” philosophy since if a 
structure is no longer needed, the bricks 
can be extracted and reused, which would 
be impossible with cement. Similarly, in 
module building, as shown in my photo, 
silicone sealant from a caulk gun is used, so
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles 

for details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned?
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain 

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either 
the email address reservations@solihull-
methodist.org.uk
or the telephone number  07928 818 562. 

Sunday 2nd May         Revd Chris Giles

Sunday 9th May          
Holy Communion

Revd Peter Bates

Sunday 16th May        Revd Donald Ker

Sunday 23rd May
Pentecost

Church Life 
Mission Group

Sunday 30th May Revd Donald Ker

Sunday Morning Services 
10.30 am

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service

9.30 am

This will be held in the 
church and not the 

Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live 
streamed via the church website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from 
Richard Burr if you cannot access the 
internet.

the bricks can be reused if the original module 
is no longer needed.

In this process we can take active 
responsibility for our impact on the 
environment every single day.

Linda Bates

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk


Diane Webb recently attended a webinar 
on Community Engagement as the church  
moves forward; what might that look like, 
where are we as individuals and churches 
called to be or to do? She was among  
100+ people present including several 
from our Circuit. 

The first speaker talked about training 
people to be able to deliver support and 
advice on a range of financial issues. 
Christians Against Poverty resources and 
Church Urban Fund have resources and 
training to help support this. 
(www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/jesus
money)

Martin Graham spoke about As One an 
organisation which has become a national 
initiative and encourages streets to build 
networks and community and have 
successfully partnered with the Local 
Council to do this.   A speaker from HOPE 
UK (www.hopetogether.org.uk) listed  
various different opportunities for 

outreach.  This included having a Marquee 
on the lawn to give away resources and 
create a presence for Wellbeing 
Seminars/Webinars, which are run in the 
local community for and with secular 
groups (www.wellbeingjourney.org).   
There is apparently a Hope shop on the 
High Street in Bedworth run by the local 
church as a place for prayer. To have a 
special Worship space invites people to 
reflect on the many challenges faced by 
many over the last year, maybe outdoors 
so makes it more accessible for people. 

The Methodist Conference has declared 
2020/2021 a year of prayer so that our 
Church-wide commitments to evangelism, 
church growth, church at the margins, and 
pioneering and church planting will flow 
from a deep, contemplative orientation to 
God’s grace and love.

Be part of this movement of prayer as we 
ask the Holy Spirit to help us be a growing, 
evangelistic, inclusive, justice-seeking 
Church of gospel people.
Weekly Online Prayer Meeting - Tuesdays 
at 12.45 to 1.00pm.
Join others across the Methodist Church to 
pray together every Tuesday 
from Register on Methodist Church 
website.
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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With Earth Day on Thursday 22nd

April , Linda Bates took the 
opportunity to focus on God’s 
Earth with Young Church on 25th

April. 
They read a great book called 
One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay 
and the Recycling Women of The 
Gambia.

Isatou’s story, taking discarded 
plastic bags, washing them, 
drying them, then crocheting 
them into purses and other bags 
to sell at market, inspired 
everyone.

In response to an appeal 
from 'All We Can" for the 
pandemic situation, 
particularly in India and 
other countries, we have 
decided to send £500 from 
our Benevolence Fund. 
This has left it somewhat 
depleted. We will revert to 
starting our collection for 
the Benevolence Fund 
after communion services 
starting from Sunday 9th 
May. There will be an 
envelope on your seat and 
if you wish to gift aid a 
donation please bring a 
pen or collect one from the 
box on your way into 
church.

Benevolence Fund


