
15th March 2021

Loving God, what a wonderful month March is
Nature really wakes up after the sleep of winter
Thank you for the purity of the snowdrops, the hopefulness of daffodils, the 
vividness of crocuses
Which all arouse within us the aliveness of your creation
So give to us thankful hearts as spring draws near
To look forward with creativity, anticipation and expectation
May the wonder of what we see around us fill us with a hope to be found in 
you
So that the whole earth may be filled with the glory of God
As the waters cover the sea
In Christ’s name  Amen

Revd Richard Teal
President, Methodist Conference
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80th Birthday

https://youtu.be/irKnUWXe0p0

Thanksgiving Service
The thanksgiving service for David 
Buckels will be on Friday 19th March at 
11.15 am.
The numbers invited are limited 
because of covid restrictions but the 
service will be streamed online and can 
be accessed from 

Nigel Collinson celebrated his 80th

birthday on Sunday 14th March.   We 
hope he had a happy day.

The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each Wednesday at 
9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, please contact 
Chris Giles for details.

Worried?  Anxious? Concerned? 

Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain 

via Chris Giles

Young Church

On 7th March Young Church read the story 
of Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed.   
Mary’s  simple act of kindness of picking 
blueberries and giving them to a neighbour 
spiralled into a chain of kindnesses, 
extending to millions of people. At the end 
of the discussion Ben wrote a recipe for 
kindness:

1 cup of patience
2 cups of friendship
Sprinkle of humour
1 teaspoon of love
1 tablespoon of  care
1 cup of happiness

https://youtu.be/irKnUWXe0p0
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Dear Friends,

The smell of spaghetti, French bread and
corn on the cob filled the kitchen. The
daughter of the family said grace. ‘God,
help us to know when we’ve eaten enough
and stop.’ There was a stunned silence,
and around the table there was the feeling
that there are some things that shouldn’t
be prayed, and that was one!

How are you with prayer? I find it difficult.
I’m good at avoiding things I’ve no
intention of changing, or which seem too
big for me to contemplate. To pray for the
homeless, for example, is awkward – to
pray for people with no home when I’ve
got empty spare rooms. One minister
confessed, ‘If I don’t stop talking about
helping the poor and start to do something
to help the poor I’m going to be
embarrassed to meet God.’ If I pray for
poor people, then I have to help.

And what about war? What do we pray for
in times of war? If I’m against a war, it’s
hard to pray honestly about the sense of
moral superiority that may take up
residence in my heart. If I think a war is
justified, it’s hard to pray honestly about
Jesus’ compassion for innocent children
who are dying. If I pray too seriously, then
God reminds me that there are people
whose homes who have been destroyed
who need help. If I pray, I realise that
there are things I could do that I haven’t
done.

It is tempting to avoid praying about things

we don’t want to change.
t’s frightening to pray about
our careers. Does the high-flying law
student pray about whether God would
like her to be a social worker? Does the
successful business person want to ask
God if a lower paying job might make
more of a contribution to the world?

Praying about the big questions is difficult.
And not only the big questions that we
don’t have direct contact with. Those
things that impact on our daily lives are
equally difficult at times. How about
praying for people we don’t like; that
person who gets on our nerves and
probably always will. When Jesus said,
‘Pray for your enemies’ he was inviting us
to the kind of prayer that will lead us to
say something kind that we don’t want to
say.

Most of the time we’re afraid to pray
about what we could be and do. In so
many ways, we choose a life given to
comfort over a life given in prayer. It’s
easier to live by the rules everyone follows
and strive for the same version of the good
life that everyone wants. We like what we
have – including the vices we’ve got used
to and the enemies we’ve carefully
chosen. We don’t avoid prayer because
prayers go unanswered. We’re afraid our
prayers will be answered. We try not to
see our potential because we know far
more of what we should be doing than we
do.



Message cont.

We’ve learned to pray, ‘God make me a
better person, but not so much that I
change the way I live.’ Prayer is hard
because we don’t want to start doing
what God invites us to do or stop doing
what God invites us to do or stop doing
what we’ve got used to doing.

When you think about the most
courageous Christians you know, the ones
who make sacrifices for their faith, do you
feel sorry for them or is it clear that they
have something we want? People who
pray passionately don’t have easy lives,
but they have abundant lives. God has
dreams for us that we’ve been afraid to
imagine.

What would be the result if we prayed for
hurting people, the victims of tragedies,
and our enemies? What would happen if

we made a searching, fearless inventory
of how much more we could be if we
asked God for the courage to take
chances?

I don’t know exactly what would happen,
but we might know when we’ve eaten
enough and stop; take a bag of food to
someone who needs it; open our home to
someone who needs help; write a cheque
to help refugees; hear God inviting us to a
different job or a different life; confess
who we are and discover who we are
meant to be.

Lent is a time when we are challenged to
think about our lives courageously and
openly. When was the last time we
prayed for anything that made us
uncomfortable? What will happen if we
ask God, ‘What should we do?’

Peter Bates.

The annual review from Birmingham International Student Homes is 
online at www.bish.org/about us.    Find out their news from last year. 
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Jesus’s great second commandment is “To 
Love our Neighbour as ourself”. The just 
ended 8 week Mindfulness course has 
shone bright light on what seems the 
clearest of commands. What happens if we 
do not love ourselves? What does ‘to love’ 
actually mean? 

In an age of affluence unimaginable to all 
but the very powerful in Jesus’s time, we 
hear daily of cases of worried, anxious 
people, depression, mental illness and 
worse. Many fear they are inadequate. 
Mindfulness explains how, by meditation, 
coming to terms with our past, accepting 
there are limits to what we can achieve, 
living far more ‘in the present’ we reach a 
calmness necessary to love 
ourselves. Mindfulness does not stop 
there. God is at the deepest part of our 
being. He needs us to create a better 
world. Love is more than just compassion. 

Love needs us to grow in wisdom so that 
we can better understand needs. It 
requires us to be courageous, prepared to 
stand up and be counted even when we 
risk ridicule or even hurt. Love requires us 
to be creative: to work out ways to solve 
intractable problems. 

There is a remarkable amount of science 
underpinning Mindfulness and many links 
to the New Testament, especially in Paul’s 
writing. I think it has stretched all our 
minds and, with the plus of Mike’s inspired 
teaching, I am certain we have all 
benefitted richly. I can think of only one 
course in my whole life when I have gained 
so much.

The next course, strongly recommended, 

starts on Wednesday 7th April at 7:00 pm.

Richard Balmer

A life changing experience
Those of us who had journeyed 
with Mike for the eight week 
course had learnt so much. 

Marvellous course, not only for personal 
development but for confronting issues to 
sort.    A great way to do it.

Mike gives so much of his own 
time and caring.    He went the 
extra mile to help and clarify in 
group and one to one.

Christ in Mind
Enhancing your Christian Life with Mindful Practices

Next course starts 
Wednesday 7th April, 7:00 pm

To sign up contact Mike.

Any donations to Camp Joy are welcomed



From across the UK, your shoebox gifts 
headed out to orphanages in Belarus; and to 
deprived communities in Bosnia, Romania 
and Moldova. Despite the challenges of 
lockdowns, restrictions and even Brexit, all 
lorries made it across the Channel, with our 
last load arriving in Moldova on the 
20th January.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a small 
country with a population of only 3.8 
million people. Approximately one-fifth of 
the population lives below the poverty-line, 
with a further 50 percent of the country 
vulnerable to social exclusion. The impact 
of the pandemic is expected to push Bosnia 
and Herzegovina into its worst recession in 
25 years with an estimated 139,000 people 
losing their jobs. The World Bank believes 
the consequences of COVID will cause 
300,000 more people to fall into poverty 
across the Western Balkans.
Your shoeboxes were distributed through 
The Red Cross to Internally Displaced 
People groups (it is estimated that there 
are still 99,000 IDPs living in the country as 
a result of the Bosnian War in 1995) and 
refugees.

In Belarus over 20,000 children live as 
registered orphans and are cared for by the 
State in institutions that house between 
100-150 children. Many have additional 
physical and/or learning needs and few are 
ever adopted. COVID has impacted 
financial support for these orphanages with 
many not able to afford fresh vegetables or 
other basic supplies.
Your boxes were given to children in 
orphanages around the Minsk area of 
Belarus, as well as to marginalised 
communities in rural provinces. 
“COVID has changed our usual world. 
Everything turned upside down in just one 
year. But love shared from heart-to-heart 
remained unchanged. The love, with which 
the gifts were collected brought hope to so 
many! Together, with you, we gave hope, 
and were a source of blessings in so many 
homes.”
Dima Nachyna, Project Lead in Belarus.
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Moldova is considered the lowest-income country in 
Europe with parts of the population living on salaries of 
less than £2 a day. Only 43 percent of those living in 
abject poverty have access to clean water and 25% of 
children have no access to secondary education. In 2020, 
Moldova has been simultaneously hit by COVID-19 
pandemic and one of the most severe droughts in the 
past two decades, with an estimated 70,000 jobs lost –
50% of them in the 35-44yrs age bracket affecting many 
people with young families.
Your boxes have been distributed in orphanages; to 
families referred by the Moldovan Government’s social 
care program, and to the most marginalised in Northern 
Moldova.

In Romania our shoeboxes were distributed in the 
Arad and Bihor counties of Western Romania, through 
schools, churches and within communities, as 
restrictions allowed.
Romania has always ranked highly within the EU for the 
percentage of its people at risk of poverty. With the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there have been heightened 
concerns about the effects on a country that already 
has higher-than-average rates of social exclusion. The 
economic impact of lockdown restrictions has also 
been extreme with tens of thousands of people losing 
their income.
“I’ve distributed over 10,000 gifts into dozens of towns 
and received thousands of smiles from children I’ve 
never known. The joy hidden in these little colourful and 
sparkling gifts can only be told by the children who 
waited for them, with expectation and emotion in their 
hearts. One boy even told me he thought his gift came 
directly from heaven.”

“We know these have been very hard 

times. For our friends and family at home 
and for so many people abroad. The 
pandemic has pushed millions of people 
over the poverty line and made desperate 
situations distressingly worse. 

We were so humbled, that in a time where 
a lot of us are struggling, to have 
witnessed such incredible acts of 
generosity and kindness, spreading joy to 
children.”

Dave Cooke, Founder
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Reducing the Threat from Single 
Use Plastic 

Recently I was asked for some ideas to 
reduce the harm arising from single use 
plastic. Looked at objectively the family 
known as plastics has been a huge boon to 
civilisation. Plastic has become part of our 
lives because it has a multitude of useful 
properties. It is frequently cheaper and 
often environmentally better than the 
alternatives (eg when replacing metals). 
What we have now realised, however, is 
the harm caused when it is not disposed of 
properly. I suggested 5 ways. 

• All plastic needs safe disposal. This is key. 
I believe most general waste from 
Solihull goes to the incinerator in 
Coventry. Magnets drag the cans out and 
so on and the rest is burnt. Plastic 
contains energy (it comes from oil 
anyway) and that contributes to useful 
‘greenish’ electricity being generated.

• Find a second use for ‘single use’ plastic. 
We keep all single use bags (we struggle 
to find enough of them!). They can be 
used many times for shopping, wrapping 
parcels and so on. Other single use 
plastic like cling film or any use which 
makes the plastic mucky causes more 
problems. Though possible, it is a real 
pain to clean and store for re-use. 

• A lot of packaging is single use plastic but 
much can be recycled. Some will have 
guidance on whether it can be recycled 
on the label, but the American triangle 
scheme is more helpful. Small triangles 

are often stamped on the plastic with a 
number 1-7 (and sometimes letters like 
PET) inside the triangle.   Solihull Council 
will take anything with number 1 (e.g. 
water bottles), 2 (e.g. milk 
bottles) and 5 (e.g. yoghurt 
pots) in the recycling bin.

• Look for alternatives.
There are mugs made 
of paper, bamboo and 
starch. There are paper bags of course 
and long life bags of jute, hessian and so 
on. Whether they save energy (and, 
therefore slow global warming) is not 
certain, but eventual disposal should 
reduce pollution. 

• Pick up litter, especially single use plastic. 
Over time the sun breaks plastic down 
and the fragments risk being blown or 
washed into our rivers. 

Do let me know of additional suggestions.

Using Peat is today’s No-no
This is the time when gardeners are 
preparing their garden for the coming year 
and Chris Cooke has reminded me that 
government is trying to ban the use of 
peat. Peat has been a favourite soil 
conditioner for ages but it is being used up 
far faster than being formed. Crucially it is 
the Earth’s largest carbon store – larger 
than in all the forests – holding around 50 
times annual global emissions of carbon. 
There are alternatives.

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group
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Details
Salary: £7,815 (equivalent 
to FT £39,078)
Closing date: Friday 26th 
March
Contact Name: Lynne 
Hayes-James
bursar@saltleytrust.org.uk
Or
https://bit.ly/308CgiG

Hours: 7.5 Hours per week
Contract: Fixed Term 3 
Years

West Midlands Further Education Chaplaincy Ambassador
(part time)

This ecumenically-funded role provides strategic support and 
development for the churches’ work with colleges of Further 
Education within the West Midlands region, working with FE 
colleges and local churches to develop new forms of 
chaplaincy support, strengthen existing chaplaincy teams and 
act as a source of advice to colleges and churches on spiritual 
development and religious literacy in further education.
The ideal candidate will be passionate about advancing the 
churches’ engagement with the FE sector as a sphere of 
ministry and service, able to think creatively about new forms 
of chaplaincy, have excellent interpersonal and networking 
skills and be skilled in the encouragement, development and 
training of teams. There is a Genuine Occupational 
Requirement that the post-holder is a practising Christian.

The last 2 Sunday morning 
services for March will be 
streamed and available online.

The preacher for 21st March 
will be Revd Peter Bates.

Sunday 28th March 
will be Palm Sunday 
This will be a service of 
reflection in which a 
number of those who 
were with Jesus through 
the Passion will tell the story, 
and music will be brought by 
the Community Choir.

March 
Church Services

mailto:bursar@saltleytrust.org.uk
https://bit.ly/308CgiG


The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister 

(on sick leave)

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

http://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/


The Stewards are very grateful to all those
who have worked so hard to make the
premises safe and ready for us.
We need to stress that the measures
which we have had to put in place
whenever the Church has been open in
recent months will still apply.
Therefore:
• You must book in advance, using either
the email address reservations@solihull-
methodist.org.uk or the telephone
number 07928 818562. Please state which
service you wish to attend. Reservations
will be taken from midday on Monday 29th

March to midday on Good Friday.
• You must wear a mask, unless you have
a medical exemption. A visor alone is not
an acceptable alternative.
• You must maintain social distancing at
all times, before, during and after the
service.
• The restrictions on singing hymns have
not been lifted

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Sunday 4th April - Easter Sunday
We anticipate that a number of people will
want to come to Church on Easter Day and
two services will be held, at 8.30 am and
10.30 am. (reservation is necessary)

Both will be services of Holy Communion.
We hope the 10.30 am service will be Live-
streamed.

Friday 2nd April - Good Friday 
The Church will be open for private 
prayer between 2.00 pm and 3.00 pm

Following the Government’s proposed 
gradual easing of restrictions, the Stewards 
are glad to announce that the Church will 
be open over Easter.

Saturday 3rd April 
Bring flowers to the Cross, which will be 
outside the front door of the Church. This 
sign of Resurrection hope is an important 
witness to others, and to ourselves.  

We will still have to do it in a Covid secure 
way, wearing masks, observing social 
distancing and not lingering once our 
flowers have been put in place. 
Stewards will be there to help you from 
10.00 am to 12.00 noon and from 2.30 
pm to 4.00 pm
.

CC BY-SA-NC

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

