
1st June  2021

Sunday 23rd May celebrated the feast of 
Pentecost, which marks the birth of the 
Christian Church as recorded in the 
opening chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles with rushing winds and tongues 
of flame.    The Church Life and Mission 
Group had prepared the Sunday morning 
service with Fiona Beadle leading  and 
other members of the group taking part.  
There was also a short video prepared by 
some of the youngsters as they acted out 

the scene as seen by reporters in 
Jerusalem on that day.   

The congregation were asked to come 
wearing bright colours and the church 
flowers, beautifully arranged by Margaret 
Rumens also picked up the message of 
tongues of fire. Everyone was also asked 
to bring cut-outs of doves as a sign of 
Christian peace.   The doves were hung on 
trees in the church grounds after the 
service.



Celebrating Pentecost cont.

The Church Life and Mission Group marked 
the birthday celebrations by handing out  
gift bags to those who have been unable to 
get to church in recent months.

Don’t miss an opportunity to climb a 
tree to hang up your dove!

Doves and ribbons and admiring the 
doves  2
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A few months ago I wrote, in this message, 
about the rather untidy bookcase which 
forms the backdrop to most of the Zoom 
meetings which I’ve had over the past year.  
The book case runs along one wall of my 
fairly small study, and is normally behind 
my back when I’m working at my desk, 
though I can easily twirl round in my chair 
to grab anything I want.

Facing me in the study as I read or type is a 
wall which has a couple of church rotas
attached to it but, much more importantly, 
two pictures which really inspire me.

This is a photograph of my Mother’s home 
farm, near the village of Drimoleague in 
West Cork, Ireland. It’s the happy scene of 
most of my childhood holidays, and fondly 
remembered by our children who spent 
holidays there as well. It’s a small dairy 
farm of 75 acres, just like many other farms 
in the area, and I love it. At this time of 
year it’s on my mind for another reason as 
well, because in a small field just to the 
front of the house my cousin still holds the 
annual Field Meeting. This is a Methodist

open air service, normally held
at the end of May or the 
beginning of June each year. I say “open 
air”, but that’s weather permitting. 

Some years ago I was thrilled to be invited 
to preach at the Field Meeting but it was 
one of those days when the heavens 
opened. Nevertheless the people came and 
it was the only time that I’ve preached in a 
covered silage pit (carefully cleaned for the 
occasion). My Grandfather started the 
tradition back in 1908, simply because he 
wanted his neighbours, whoever they 
were, to hear the Christian Gospel. Many 
still come, both to worship and to enjoy 
meeting each other.

The picture over the page is very different. 
It is a painting by the late Revd Patrick 
McConnell, an Irish Methodist Minister 
who spent some of his ministry in Haiti, as 
his father had done before him. The picture 
is entitled “Haiti Market”. It is full of 
sweeping colours with contrasting light and 
shade. It’s possible to make out some 
human figures in the picture but they blend 
into a vibrant and somewhat chaotic



background. I’ve never been to Haiti. 
Sandra was there some years ago as one of 
the leaders of a Church youth exchange. 
She came back with a deep sense of both 
the struggles which Haitian people face 
every day and also their joyful and 
infectious faith. Over the years the 
longsuffering people of Haiti have faced 
many difficulties, caused in part by troubled 
politics, in part by natural disasters and, 
underneath all, the daily struggle to survive. 
But the Methodist Church in Haiti is busy 
sharing the Christian Gospel and showing 
the difference it makes particularly in 

education and development.

Sometimes therefore, when my mind goes 
blank, I sit and stare, not at my computer 
screen but at the pictures on the wall 
behind. They speak to me of my roots and 
those who nurtured me in the faith. They 
also speak to me of the variety of God’s 
world and the courageous joy of sisters and 
brothers who belong to Jesus and whose 
discipleship could put me to shame.

What people or places inspire you?

Donald

Very many thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
year’s Christian Aid Week Collection. The total raised to 
date by Solihull Methodist Church, including Gift Aid, is 
£1685.25.

People have used cash or cheques to donate, and have also 
given through the e-envelope link on our website. 
Special mention must be made of the gardeners, led by 
John Innes and Peter Stoakley, who through their plant 
sales contributed almost £1,000 to our total.

The need for Christian Aid’s work is as great as ever, and so 
your support is very much appreciated.                 Donald
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Fiona and Kevin Beadle are delighted 
to welcome their second grandchild. 
Charlie Wilfred White was born on 
18th May, son for Sarah and Chris 
and brother for Emily. All are doing 
well.

Cathy and James Coleman are 
delighted to say that they have a new 
granddaughter. She surprised 
everyone by coming a few weeks 
early and was born on Friday morning 
at about 8 o’clock. She weighs 5lbs 4 
oz. Sam and Doro have named her 
Mara and all is well. We are just 
hoping that restrictions will be 
relaxed before too long so that we 
can travel over to Dortmund to visit 
them.

Church Family News

New grandchildren

As our present Beaver Leaders are moving on 
due to family commitments we are looking for 
2 Beaver Leaders to replace them. This will 
provide the opportunity to work with 6 to 8 
year olds who meet every Thursday from 6pm 
to 7.15pm. The programme is structured 
around 'learning by doing' where the Beavers 
take part in activities to learn new skills. Adults 
do not have to have any particular skills to join 
us just enthusiasm and a willingness to learn. 
Training will be provided. If you are interested 
please contact Iain Waddell, the Group Scout 
Leader, on iain.waddell@11thsolihull.org.uk
for further information.

In the face of Covid 19, the climate emergency 
and global inequality, where are justice and 
hope to be found?
Former Prime Minister Gordon Brown will 
argue that change is possible, and that people 
of faith have a role to play.
Register online for access to the lecture.

Since April last year when the pastoral 
visitors had to stop visiting due to the 
covid pandemic The Messenger has 
been sent out electronically and only 
printed and posted to those unable to 
access it online.   Since those not 
online also did not have access to the 
Prattle we have had 2 Messengers a 
month. 

Now that things are easing up we will 
be returning to monthly editions.   
From 1st July we will revert to the A4 
printed Messengers being delivered 
by pastoral visitors.
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Some of you will know that Caroline 
Hinchliffe served for 7 years in Nepal 
working with the United Mission to Nepal. 
Nepal is a country of around 30 million 
people, with China on the northern 
border and India around the other 3 
sides. Most people live either in hilly 
regions or on the flat land in the south. 

Nepal has done well until recently in 
minimising the effects of the Covid 
Pandemic. The country is much poorer 
than its neighbours with around 30% of 
people living near the poverty line. Its 
main sources of income are tourists, aid 
from richer countries and Nepalis who 
work abroad. 2 of these 3 sources have

been badly hit by the pandemic. and there 

are political problems too. These pictures are 
taken in Tansen where there is a 169 bed 
hospital serving surrounding districts

1.8 million doses of vaccine have been 
donated by India and China and Nepal has 
received just under 500,000 doses from the 
Covax scheme. This has allowed 1.8% of the



population to be fully 
vaccinated; mainly 
medical staff. The 
Nepalese government 
has purchased an 
additional 2 million 
doses from India. The 
first million were 
delivered but then 
exports from India 
were stopped and the 
recipients of the first 
dose are now stuck 
without a second one.  
Vaccination progress 
has stalled. 

The new variant identified in India has 
taken hold with over 90% of new cases 
being that variant. The figures in the graph 
are likely to be an underestimate and the 
situation is mirroring that in India but with 

less publicity. The situation has become 
serious very rapidly.

Caroline Hinchliffe

The church benevolence fund has donated 
£500 to the United Mission in Nepal.

Vaccination Centre
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Last year it was planned to hold an Open 
Gardens event  in the summer to raise 
funds for Camp Joy.
Sadly this was postponed because of 
covid.   We are now planning to  hold it on 

Sunday 25th July

Could you open up your garden for people 
to come round and admire  This will be the 
final fund raising event for Camp Joy.

To help please contact Richard Balmer or 
Lawrie Rumens.

CC BY

Camp Joy in Cape 
Town rehabilitates 
former gangsters 
and help them 
start a new life
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The stewards would like to say a very big 
THANK YOU to all who contributed to the 
to the appeal for church funds which 
closed at Pentecost.

The truly amazing total of over 
£37,000 with Gift Aid has been raised.

This will go a long way toward addressing 
the deficit due to loss of income over the 
past year and will help us to meet our 
obligations to the circuit.

We are very grateful for the generosity of 
so many and for all who support us in 
many other ways during these difficult 
times.

The Greener Church Group has now put 
the recycling boxes at the back of the 
church for you put items into.   We can 
now recycle mobile phones etc, batteries, 
printer cartridges and foil strips for pills.   

Sadly we can no longer find an outlet for 
recycling glasses.   

We are waiting for restrictions to be 
eased further before returning the boxes 
back in the church hall.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


11

I hope that you’ve been inspired by reading in the 
last Messenger about works from the Methodist 
Modern Art Collection coming to Coventry – and 
some of them to Balsall Common – in September, 
and that the article has whetted your appetite for 
finding out more and coming to see the 
pictures. An exhibition such as this does need a 
lot of people to make it happen, as I’m sure you’ll 
remember from when you held your exhibition in 
Solihull.   If anyone would be interested in helping 
steward, I’d love to hear from you.

The works will be on show in Balsall Common on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, beginning on 
Saturday 4th September and ending on Sunday 
3rd October. Opening times on Fridays and 
Saturdays will be 11:00 am until 4:00 pm. and on 
Sundays 1:00 pm. until 4:00 pm.

If you feel able to get involved, please 
contact Jill Pacey. 

Dalit Madonna by Jyoti Sahi Images © Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes.
The Methodist Church. Registered Charity no. 1132208
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Ethical Investing

The Methodist Church has around £1 billion 
invested in stocks, shares, bonds and other 
schemes on behalf of individual churches, 
circuits and national funds. A Central 
Finance Board (CFB) is responsible for 
management of the funds within ethical 
guidelines. The Board does not invest in 
companies that profit from sales of alcohol, 
gambling, the arms trade or pornography, 
for example. 

The CFB also considers companies’ impact 
on the environment.  However deciding 
what is ethical is not always 
straightforward. There are 2 dilemmas. Is it 
better to retain one’s investment and try to 
influence the company’s policy? And, what 
will be the consequences of disinvestment? 
Take investments in oil companies. Surely 
oil companies are bad? Fossil fuels cause 
global warming: their use must cease. But 
ordinary life would collapse without oil, gas 
- even some coal. Fossil fuels still provide 
80% of our energy in the UK and it is we
who use it not the companies. For some 
years both the C of E and CFB have 
maintained their investments and sought to 
push companies faster towards low carbon 
investments and at least slow further 
exploration. Then, what are the 
consequence? If divestment causes one 
company to fail, will it allow another 
company, with lower environmental 
standards, to fill the gap? Had the fracking 
trials in Lancashire not resulted in ‘earth 
shocks’ the gas there would have caused 
less global warming than increasing imports 

of liquified gas from Qatar. The CFB’s 
shareholdings in oil companies have been 
debated for years. In its 2020 report the 
CFB recommended divesting from 10 oil 
companies including BP, Exxon and Total 
but retaining ‘watching brief’ shareholdings 
in Shell and 3 others. The 10 were not 
changing direction fast enough.

Some of us have investments. We face the 
same choices, not just with oil, but other 
environmentally malign practices like 
deforestation to grow palm oil; air travel 
including the carriage of out-of-season 
foods, and mining, as well as activities like 
human rights issues in clothing factories. 
We may struggle to find the facts, but we 
do have a responsibility to try.   

Birmingham Low Emission 
Zone

Pre-2006 petrol vehicles and pre-2016 
diesels wanting to go inside the Middleway 
ring road in Birmingham must now pay an 
£8  low emission charge. It is hoped that 
nitrogen dioxide concentrations can be 
reduced to safer levels by deterring the 
more polluting vehicles. Google and input  
your car registration number if you need to 
check.

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group
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As COP26 approaches, The Methodist 
Climate Justice for All Campaign will send a 
'call to action’. 

This consultation event is hosted by the 
Methodist Climate Justice for All campaign 
which is is a youth-led, global campaign that 
seeks to mobilise the Methodist family on 
issues of climate justice.

We want to send a “call to action” from the 
Methodist Church to the UK Government’s 
COP Ambassadors focussing on two key 
areas:

• Equipping vulnerable communities on the 
front lines of climate change with the 
resources they need to adapt to the changing 
world.

• Fairness, promoting action that sees the 
highest emitting countries committing to the 
most ambitious carbon reduction targets to 
reach net-zero, and support efforts in other 
countries to reduce carbon outputs and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change.

There are three different dates and times to 
choose from. Each event will run for 45 
minutes and you only need to attend once:

• Wednesday 9
th

June, 7:00pm

• Saturday 12
th

June, 4:00pm

• Tuesday 13
th

July, 5:00pm

If you would like to have your voice heard 
then please do join us for one of these 
events, which are open to people of all ages.

How have you coped with the Covid-19 
pandemic?  How have you faced the 
isolation? Have you a sense loss for 
everything and everyone you have missed? 
Are you anxious for yourself and others?  
Alongside these feelings, have you also been 
counting blessings and been surprised and 
grateful for unexpected positive 
experiences?

We encourage you to reflect on your own 
experiences or those of those close to you, 
and focus on blessings and thanksgiving as 
well as grief and losses.

We hope you will want to share with us as 
we give you the opportunity to dedicate 
your reflections, strictly anonymously, 
during the service of Holy Communion on 
Sunday 4th July. We will offer our prayers for 
those who are suffering the effects of the 
pandemic, and for ourselves, as we come to 
terms with all that has happened over the 
past year and also give thanks to God.

This has been a difficult time for us all. If 
you have concerns and need help or 
support, please contact our prayer line:

e-mail: prayers@solihull-methodist.org.uk
or phone: 07928 818562

mailto:prayers@solihull-methodist.org.uk
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles 

for details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned?
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain 

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either 
the email address reservations@solihull-
methodist.org.uk
or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Sunday 6th June Diane Webb

Sunday 13th June
Holy Communion

Revd Peter Bates

Sunday 20th June
Church Anniversary

Revd Neil Johnson

Sunday 27th June Revd Chris Giles
Revd Donald Ker

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service

9.30 am

This will be held in the 
church and not the 

Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live streamed 
via the church website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from Richard 
Burr if you cannot access the internet.

Please don’t forget to bring non-
perishable food items for the 
Foodbank when you come to church.  
The bin is at the entrance of the 
church.

Thank you

Foodbank collection

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk


The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to

messenger@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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Rev Andrew Orton
Minister 
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator
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Boycott your Bed is back.

On Friday 9th July, we’re challenging you to 
raise money by spending the night in the 
most unusual place you can think of.
Will you camp out under the stars or under 
the stairs? Bunk down in the bathroom or 
the back garden? Wherever you choose to 
lay your head, you’ll be helping vulnerable 

children and families in desperate need.
Before you settle in for the night, join us for 
a star-studded evening of virtual 
entertainment.
Boycott your Bed and bring hope to 
vulnerable UK children hit hardest by the 
pandemic.

Register on the   
Action for Children 
website


