
In this issue
Fitter House Group in Church Grounds

Art Collection in Balsall Common

Minister’s Message

Church Council Report

Open Gardens

Greener matters

Church Grounds

Men in the Lake District

Teams 4 U in Uganda

Recycling in church                Adavu Project

Relay to COP 26       New church cooker

1st July 2021 

At last. The Men's Coffee Group met for the first time for 
over 15 months not in the usual venue of Room 1 but in the 
hall so that social distancing could be observed.

Lawrie, now named the Host, was at the door to ensure 
hand sanitisation and mask wearing were observed, and to 
direct them to their seats.

Coffee was served by the Server, alias Bryan. After 
following the new guidelines the men got down to the 
serious business of putting the world to right.

Martin presented the 2019-20 accounts which showed, 
after donations to the church and to EducAid Africa, that 
we had a small surplus of £32.06 to carry forward to the 
new financial year.

It was great to be able to gather again after such a long 
time.

Bryan Fitter
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I hope that you’ve been inspired by reading the article about 
works from the Methodist Modern Art Collection coming to 
Coventry – and some of them to Balsall Common – in September, 
and that the article has whetted your appetite for finding out 
more and coming to see the pictures. An exhibition such as this 
does need a lot of people to make it happen, as I’m sure you’ll 
remember from when you held your exhibition in Solihull, and if 
anyone would be interested in helping steward, I’d love to hear 
from you.

The works will be on show in Balsall Common on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, beginning on Saturday 4th September 
and ending on Sunday 3rd October. Opening times on Fridays 
and Saturdays will be 11:00 am. until 4:00 pm. and on Sundays 
1:00 pm until 4:00 pm. 

If you feel able to get involved, please contact Jill Pacey. Good Friday: Walking on water, 2006 by Maggi Hambling 
Images © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes.
The Methodist Church. Registered Charity no. 1132208

Circuit 
Leaving 
Service

Sunday 4th July
6.30 pm

Selly Oak 
Methodist Church 

To say farewell to 
Revds Andrew Orton, 
Vincent Jambawo and 

Samuel Uwimama

The housegroup took advantage of the weather and abandoned zoom in favour of a picnic.   
They were unable to go to last year’s spot on the green  at woodside Way because of parking 
restrictions and decided instead to come together under the trees in the church grounds.

It was so good to see everyone together and to chinwag for the latest news.   The trees on 
the Blossomfield side provided just the right sort of dappled shade and the afternoon soon 
sped by.   There was a slight downside that as the afternoon wore on the road noise grew 
and those with hearing aids had difficulty in keeping up with the quieter conversations.   Also 
of course social distancing meant that whilst you could have a good chat to those close to 
you, it was more difficult with those furthest away.

They were able to catch up on the news from the men’s walking holiday including their story 
of someone wearing their trousers back to front (yes, really!) .   They were also delighted to 
hear that one of them had volunteered to be a guinea pig for covid booster jabs and he was 
going the next day for his third  covid jab as part of the trial.

They were grateful for the use of the church grounds but decided that weather permitting 
they will do it all again but seek a quieter venue.

Lawrie Rumens
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I’m conscious that over the past fifteen months, God has 
renewed in me a deep sense of awe at the wonder of His 
creation. Maybe it’s because I’ve been able to spend more 
time sitting and watching the birds in the garden and I’ve 
spent more time walking. I recognise these are activities 
which many are unable to enjoy. But I imagine we have all 
sought to find ways to renew mind and spirit, to encourage 
and lift one another up when life has been testing. The 
wildlife programmes on the television are certainly a source 
of delight for me, especially if David Attenborough is 
commentating. 

It was Jesus Himself in the Sermon on the Mount who told us 
to be bird-watchers! “Look at the birds” He said in Matthew 
6:26, and the verb He used means more than just to notice 
them. He encourages us to fix our eyes on them, to take a 
good look at them. So I have the highest possible authority 
for keeping my binoculars by the kitchen sink! We have a 
second brood of great tits in our bird box and we are graced 
by the presence of a greater spotted woodpecker who pays 
us a visit most days. We found the woodpecker’s nest 
recently and had the excitement of seeing a fledging 
woodpecker being fed. Every bird, from tiny hummingbird to 
wandering albatross, is a witness to God’s amazing creation. I 
love the fact that Matthew tells us that not a single sparrow 
falls to the ground without our Father’s knowledge. 

We also have a resident owl in the trees near to our house, 
probably a barn owl. We know because we hear him calling 
at night but we haven’t yet seen our mysterious guest. There 
is something fascinating about owls. I marvel at their 
amazing eyesight and sensitive hearing, but even more 
incredible is their ability to rotate their head 180 degrees. An 
owl’s body can face one way, while its head is looking in the 
opposite direction. 

Do you remember the names of some of the people Christian 
meets on his way to the Celestial City, in John Bunyan’s 
famous allegory “Pilgrim’s Progress”? One interesting 
character he meets is called Mr. Facing-Bothways. Maybe in 
one sense we should all be owl-like or a Mr. or Ms. Facing-
Bothways, because God is always encouraging us to look 

back to the past with gratitude and to look 
to the future with expectation and hope. 

As we continue to live through these strange times, let’s 
reflect on the words from one of my favourite hymns by 
Joseph Hart:

“This, this is the God we adore, 
our faithful, unchangeable friend, 
whose love is as great as His power,
and neither knows measure nor end.

‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
whose Spirit shall guide us safe home.
We’ll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that’s to come.” 

With love and blessings to you all,
Chris

Great tits nest
Feeding the youngsters is a 

full time job!

Greater spotted woodpecker fledgling

Dad feeding the fledgling



£5 per adult

Sunday 25th July
2.00 pm – 5.00 pm

Last fund raising event In aid of Camp Joy

£5 per adult- children free
An opportunity to see each other and see some 

different gardens safely
Details from Lawrie and Margaret Rumens

Camp Joy in Cape Town 
rehabilitates former gangsters and 
help them start a new life

CC BY
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The Church Council met on Zoom on Tuesday 8th June. 
The main headlines are that the Church Council :

• Appointed Caroline Hinchliffe as the new treasurer.
• Thanked Christine Burr for all the work she had done 

as the church treasurer.
• Approved the draft budget for 2021/22.

We are budgeting for a deficit of £12,600 as we 
are spending more than we are receiving. The 
4.72 months we would be left in reserves is 
within the parameters of both the reserves 
policy and the Charity Commission guidelines.

• Acknowledged the one-off giving amount of £38,500 
including gift aid, which has helped enormously with 
the setting on the draft budget for 2021/22.

• Agreed to pay £120,000 for the Circuit Assessment in 
the year 2021/22.

• Approved running the car park disc scheme from 
September to September. It is hoped to begin this 
again from this September.

• Agreed to use the company Dona to set up online 
giving from the website.

• Appointed Ann Polson as a new Pastoral Leader and 
Sandra Ker as a Pastoral Visitor.

• Recognised the years of work Ann Pardoe had done as 
a Pastoral Leader.

• Thanked all the Pastoral Leaders and Visitors for their 
invaluable work over the past year.

• Agreed the Technical Team could have a further 
£6,000 towards improving the live streaming of 
services from the Pam Brown legacy.

• Approved the investment of the Pam Brown Legacy 
Fund in UK-regulated bank deposits and in Central 
Finance Board funds, subject to approval by Trustees 
for Methodist Church Purposes. 

• Agreed to delegate any decisions of when to reopen 
the church building fully to the Chow team in 
consultation with the stewards.

• Agreed the Greener Church Group could apply for the 
gold Eco-Church Award and received their report.

• Reports were received from Churches Together in 
Solihull and the Church Life and Mission Committee.

• Had an update on the Camp Joy project.

Helen Banks
Church Council Secretary

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Good Reads for the 

Summer

Here are some recommended books 
for the summer hols.

The Sustainable(ish) Living Guide:
everything you need to know to make 
small changes that make a big 
difference, by Jen Gale, published by 
Green Tree
It tells the story of a family of four who 
decide to buy nothing new for a whole 
year, or rather their mother Jen does. 
It is very readable and quite funny. 

The Bumble Bee flies anyway by Kate 
Bradbury. Kate grew up in Olton. Here 
she tells the story of transforming a 
barren backyard into a beautiful 
wildlife garden. Her other books 
include How to Create a Willdlife
Pond and Wildlife Gardening.

Factfulness by Hans Rosling. When we 
despair about the problems faced by 
the world this beautifully presented 
book shows that progress is being 
made.

Sustainable Energy: without the hot 
air by David MacKay FRS.  This is a 
book to keep our feet on the ground 
with current energy technology. 

Will Solihull Methodist 

become a zero carbon 

church?  

Back in 1990 the church was 
responsible for dumping almost 40 
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, increasing global 
warming. Great efforts by the Property 
Committee had reduced this amount 
by almost half before the Covid 
pandemic came along, through better 
insulation, double glazing, more 
efficient lighting, sophisticated time 
controls and so on. 

But we are still responsible for over 20 
tonnes.

And, though improvements continue, 
they will take time. In the meantime 
the Greener Church Group proposed at 
the 9th June Church Council that, for 
this and future years, the church agree 
to ‘offset’ the carbon dioxide we still 
dump by paying to plant enough trees 
(or take other measures) to safely 
store that carbon dioxide. The church 
would become a net zero carbon 
church: an example to others. A 
decision was deferred. 

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

Lupins in the silver birch tree garden Border leading up to vestry entrance
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After a break of nearly 2 years the men’s walking group 
returned to the Lake District and met up at the Whinlatter
Visitors Centre for lunch and a gentle stroll through the 
forested slopes with glimpses of  Keswick and 
Derwentwater.  The weather was ideal - sunny intervals and 
a gentle breeze. Following a cup of tea on the patio which 
gave us time to catch up on the latest church news we drove 
to our hotel for the week, The Keswick Country Club 
formerly the Station Hotel. There we met up with our 
friends from Leicestershire and Marlborough and caught up 
on their news.

The following morning the group assembled for the first 
walks. One group led by Martin Cooke walked from the hotel 
to Ashness Bridge on the shores of Derwentwater up a 
rather rocky and steep path. The terrain was a little more 
challenging than the map and guidebook showed so, by the 
time the bridge was reached, the legs and lungs had been 
seriously tested. 

The plan was to walk down to Derwentwater and catch the 
ferry back to Keswick but no ferry appeared so the party had 
the more mundane form of transport – the bus back to 
Keswick town centre and on to the hotel with thirsts and 
appetites at the ready.

The alternative walk was on the Northern Fells over Brae 
Fell, Knott and High Pike with views to the east of the 
Pennines and to the north the Solway Firth and the 
mountains of Scotland.

The following day Martin’s group did manage to get their 
trip on the ferry to Hawes End and took the lower path 
round the base of Cat Bells into the beautiful Newlands 
Valley. After 2 miles the group crossed Newlands Beck and 
stopped for lunch. The path then led through Little Town 
where Beatrix Potter was inspired to write ‘the Tale of Mrs 
Tiggy-Winkle.’ On the skyline was the huge bulk of Skiddaw 
rising to just over 3000 feet  standing guard over Keswick 
and then on to Hawes End to catch the ferry back to base.

Meanwhile the remaining intrepid walkers were plodding their 
way up to Bannerdale Crags and into thick mist on the tops. 
After confirming their position, which means at one point they
were lost, the group made its way down the Glenderamackin
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Valley crossed the river and took the path up to the 
indistinct summit of Souther Fell -the haunted fell! In1745 
on Midsummers eve it was claimed that local folk had 
witnessed ghostly  soldiers and horsemen, as part of Prince 
Charlie’s army, marching across the summit. They were not 
seen on this particular visit. After a steep descent they 
arrived back at the Mungrisdale car park.

On the final day the two groups combined to walk along the 
recently restored railway track from Keswick to the village 
of Threlkeld. The tarmacked path enables cyclists and 
walkers to enjoy the beauty of the Greta Valley and most 
importantly it gives access to wheelchair visitors and those 
with mobility scooters and pushchairs. What a great facility. 

Just before reaching Threlkeld the group turned left up a 
steep road to the open fellside which led to Latrigg. Latrigg
is a modest fell but what it lacks in height it more than 
makes up for with the panoramic view over Keswick, 
Derwentwater the southern and Western Fells and 
Borrowdale.

Weary legs descended the home path to the hotel.

The holiday caters for all types of walkers from those who 
just want to potter to people wanting to enjoy the wild fells.

A sad note was that Reg Bywell who, along with Don 
Walker has organised these holidays for many years, was 
unable to be with us although we did have a Zoom 
meeting with him. However the Bywell family was still well 
represented by Reg’s three sons Chris, Tim and Nick.

Thanks again to Reg and Don for their efforts to keep the 
holiday alive and also to Martin who liaised with Don to let 
us all know what was happening. 

And so it’s ‘See you next year!’ 

Bryan Fitter



In one of Teams 4 U’s largest projects to-date, they  
secured funding from the Wales and Africa scheme 
to install running water into the operating theatre, 
wards, and treatment rooms in three Government-
run Health Facilities in Eastern Uganda. This will 
radically improve the care of around 60,000 
patients a year!   Teams 4 U send our Christmas 
shoeboxes overseas. 

Atutur General Hospital
The only government-funded hospital in the Kumi
District of Uganda, Atutur Hospital provides free 
healthcare to the population of Kumi, Bukedea, 
Ngora and Pallisa. Funding will allow our partners to 
install sinks with running water into the Maternity 
Ward, Children’s Ward and Operating Theatre, 
whilst making the current septic tanks operational, 
installing disabled toilets, replacing damaged 
pipework, and refurbishing existing toilets, shower 
rooms and drainage systems to make them usable.
The hospital’s dilapidated water system has been in 

desperate need of repair for many years, with staff 
resorting to bringing water into the wards in 
jerricans. Not having consistent access to water 
puts pressure on routine hygiene practice such as 
handwashing, general cleaning, and sterilisation of 
equipment.

We hope this project will significantly alter the 
working environment of Atutur General Hospital, 
improving the cleanliness, appearance, and hygiene 
of the hospital, and boost the physical and mental 
wellbeing of the staff. We would expect the 
incorporation of water directly into the wards and 
operating theatre to support staff efficiency and 
prevent the transmission of infections.

Nyero HealthCentre III
Like Mukongoro Health Centre, Nyero offers 24/7 healthcare 
and maternity services to its 10 parishes, and an estimated 
population of 39,400, in the Kumi District of Uganda.
Sinks allowing direct access to running water will be installed in 
the treatment room, maternity ward, laboratory and in some 
staff accommodation. A shower block and washing station (for 
clothes) will be provided for Maternity patients.

Mukongoro Health Centre
Operating 24/7 Mukongoro Health Centre provides frontline 
healthcare and maternity services to the 16 parishes, and an 
estimated population of 55,500, of Mukongoro Sub-County in the 
Kumi District of Uganda.
Sinks allowing direct access to running water, will be installed in the 
general treatment room and maternity ward, whilst a toilet and 
shower block will be built for patients of the maternity ward. Our 
partners will also aim to restore a current shower and toilet (that 
due to never being connected properly to site water or sewage has 
functioned as storage room) for staff use.
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Job Vacancy
Wellbeing Support Worker (Female)

8 hours / week

The hours can be flexibly worked throughout the working 
week (Monday to Friday 8.30 – 4.30 pm but must align 
with each client’s associated Support Caseworker hours

Start 9th August for 1 year

Salary £421 per month

Accountable to the Project Manager and the Management 
committee of the Adavu Project.   The post holder will be 
employed by the Birmingham Methodist District.

Context
The Adavu Project is a project of the Birmingham 
Methodist District that aims to facilitate a local response to 
Modern Slavery in the West Midlands through:
• Long term support to adult survivors of Modern Slavery 

making the transition into a life in the local community
• Raising awareness and understanding of modern slavery 

and enabling effective responses to it
• Advocating justice in relation to the issue of Modern 

Slavery
• Building partnerships to prevent and frustrate Modern 

Slavery.

For further information about the Adavu Project see 
www.adavu.org.uk

Scope and Purpose
The Wellbeing support worker will have responsibility for 
carrying out wellbeing checks every 1 – 2 weeks with 
Adavu clients over the telephone and forwarding any 
actions or concerns to the allocated Caseworker.   
Conversations may also include gathering feedback from 
clients on Adavu’s support and how to improve

Closing date for applications 9th July

Please email info@adavu.org.uk to request an application 
pack or to find out more
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This November, world leaders are meeting in 

Glasgow for crucial climate negotiations. It’s 

a decade-defining moment. 

The Young Christian 

Climate Network are 

conducting a walk from 

Cornwall to Glasgow to

raise awareness of COP26 

and our imperative,

individually and 

corporately, to act.

Join the UK churches’ 
Relay to COP26 as it passes through Solihull 
to Birmingham on 23rd August. 

http://www.adavu.org.uk/
mailto:info@adavu.org.uk
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each Wednesday at 9.30 
am. 

If you would like to join in, please contact 
Chris Giles for details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned? 
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either the email address 
reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Sunday 4th July
Holy Communion

Revd Donald Ker

Sunday 11th July Fiona Beadle

Sunday 18th July Revd Peter Bates

Sunday 25th July Revd Donald Ker
Revd Andrew Orton

Tuesday Morning 
Communion 

Service
9.30 am

This is held in the church and not the 
Margaret Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live streamed via the church 
website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from Richard Burr if you cannot 
access the internet.

Please don’t forget to bring non perishable food items 
for the Foodbank when you come to church.  The bin 
is at the entrance of the church.

Thank you

Foodbank collection

Recycling bins at the back of the church 

The Greener Church Group now has recycling boxes on the 
shelf at the back of the church.  

We can now recycle mobile phones, batteries, printer 
cartridges and foil strips for pills

Sadly we can no longer find an outlet for recycling glasses.   

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk


The Messenger 
Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to

messenger@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are not 

responsible for the views of 
contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister 

(on sick leave)

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

The church has a new cooker installed in the 
kitchen in the Community Centre.   The new 
cooker is much larger with 2 ovens and an 
induction hob with and more rings so it is a 
huge improvement.   The cost of the new 
oven was about £2500 but there was also 
the extra cost of a new electricity supply as 
well.    Some of this sum was met from 
donations but the major donation came 
from Soupa Talks.

Soupa Talks gave £1200 towards the cost 
and just under £1000 of that sum came 
from the selling of Ivan Crowdell’s
cookbooks.    Ivan has produced 2 volumes 
of his soup recipes, some of which he has 
used at Soupa Talks.   His soups at Soupa
Talks are legendary! Most go back for 
seconds if available!

There are still a few copies of volume 2 left 
for sale at £7.   Contact Sue Balmer if you 
would like a copy

The church is very grateful for Ivan’s 
wonderful effort in putting together his 
cookbooks, which have provided such a 
bonus for those who use the church 
kitchen.

Ivan Crowdell all ready for the start of Soupa
Talks again with the new cooker


