
15th January 2021

Following the announcement made by the 
Prime Minister last week, the Church 
Council has decided it cannot continue 
regular worship in our church or provide 
for private prayer time until further 
notice.

However live streaming of worship will 
continue!!   Other initiatives are being 

explored to ensure that our worship 
activities reach as many people as 
possible, particularly those without access 
to computer or smartphone technology.

It was also agreed that funerals can still be 
held, according to Methodist Church 
guidelines. 

The Stewards

Welcome 
screen 
from a 
streamed 
service

Welcome

The morning service
Will start in a few minutes

The streamed service can be accessed from the front page of the church 
website.    www.sollihull-methodist.org.uk
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We are sorry to announce the 
death of Margaret Knight who 
sadly died on New Years Day.
Margaret’s funeral will be at 
11.00 am on Tuesday 26th

January and the service will be 
streamed live from church.
We remember her family and 
friends in our prayers.

Baptism

Florence Ellen, daughter of Stacey and Thomas and 
sister of Austin, was baptised on Sunday 2nd

January. 

Death

With the start of the new 
year Margaret Rumens 
has put new ‘long lasting’ 
flowers in the church
We won’t be able to see 
them until we are allowed 
back in church but you 
may catch a glimpse in 
the streamed services.
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Dear Friends

Well, that was Christmas and New Year that
was! A Christmas and New Year like we’ve
never had before, and a beginning of a new
year that, far from being the hope for which
we had hoped, has found us back in
lockdown, albeit with the hope of vaccination
against this dreadful virus.

And the hope, which we celebrated over
Christmas, has to a large extent, dissipated.
For what has changed over the last month or
so? On the face of it, very little. People have
died over the festive season; the corona virus
has strengthened its hold on our lives. And
once more we see stories of violence and
conflict. It would appear that the world has
been untouched by our celebration of Christ’s
birth, leaving some of us to wonder what kind
of godly intervention it is that we celebrated
on Christmas Day.

Perhaps, we’re looking for the wrong sort of
change, the wrong sort of signs that the entry
into our world of ‘God-with-us’ does make a
difference. Jesus told the Scribes and
Pharisees, “Unless you people see miraculous
signs and wonders, you will never believe.”
He might just as easily be talking to us. For we
long, don’t we, to see a sign that the peace
and goodwill and hope of Christmas might
last into the New Year. A sign that the annual
journey to Bethlehem might at last pay-off. A
sign that nations and peoples are drawn to
the light of the world? Unfortunately, as the
Gospels show, Jesus rarely resorted to
spectacular signs, choosing instead to win
over the hearts of men and women who’d
come into his presence. It’s then at the
individual or personal level that Christmas
operates its redemptive power.

Ask the Magi. The story is a
familiar one of following a star
in a long, hard pilgrimage
over the desert, offering their gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. But have you ever
stopped to think about what became of those
early pilgrims with their strange language and
costume and their exotic gifts?

A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of year

For a journey, and such a long journey;
The ways deep and the weather sharp,

The very dead of winter.

T.S. Eliot’s poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’,
from which those lines come, suggests that
after seeing the baby the lives of the wise
men were never the same again. Matthew
closes the Gospel account by saying simply,
‘they left for their own country by another
road.’

But what then? Their lives didn’t end there.
Might it not be, as Eliot suggests, that the
very fact that they had witnessed this curious
event changed their whole way of thinking to
such an extent that, upon their return they
found themselves strangers in their own
land? The long trek home from Bethlehem
must have been far harder than any January
anti-climax we experience. No star guiding
them now; and what to say to their fellow-
countrymen on their return? All their
preconceptions, all their ideas, all their
priorities must now have seemed totally at
odds with the scene imprinted on their minds
of a cold stable in a country town. I doubt if
they made much impression, if any, on their
homecoming. For – and this is the point – the
world to which they returned hadn’t changed.



Life and death continued as normal. But for
the Magi, questions had been raised. Their
hearts would now be restless, and a light
had shone for them that would never be
extinguished.

We shouldn’t expect Christmas to change

the world or it’s thinking, only to change the
hearts of men and women who’ve taken
that spiritual journey to Bethlehem for
themselves. But who’s to say that changed
hearts don’t matter? It’s true that there are
times when our Christian love and prayers
can seem like mere drops of goodness in an
ocean of evil. But to change the metaphor
to that which Jesus used, a few grains of salt
give flavour to the meal. Salt for the world.
Salt for 2021.

The unknown of 2021 beckons us and to

many it will indeed appear a hopeless and
soulless 2021. ‘The very dead of winter.’ At
this point last year how could we have
known what awaited us in the form of the
coronavirus pandemic? And who can know
what awaits us in the coming twelve
months, although we know what the
immediate future holds for us? But we’ve
seen God on earth and experienced the
paradoxical power of the Christ-Mass that
changes nothing yet changes everything. ‘A
cold coming we had of it’ maybe; but now
the warmth and light of the God-with-us
flickers in our hearts and there it will
remain. Light shining in January darkness;
‘and the darkness has not overcome it.’

Happy New Year!

Peter Bates

Minister’s Message cont.
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In 2011 Methodist women in Britain (MWiB) 
was formed, building on the work of many 
women who had served the church in so 
many ways through previous years. . So, 2021 
sees MWiB reach it tenth anniversary, and it 
is hoped that we can mark that occasion in 
several ways through the year, and continue 
to build on all that has gone before.   Last 
year created challenges for most of us, 
requiring us to think about how we have 
done things and whether a rethink was 
needed.   Personally, communally, and 
through work we were forced to find 
different approaches to almost every aspect 
of our lives.   The world of IT and social media 
has taken over so much of our day to day 
communication helping to keep in touch both 
professionally and personally.   We have 
developed new words in our language which 
now seem commonplace and, as lockdown 
again dominates our lives we try to plan how 
to take our hopes and dreams forward.

Through last year MWiB Executive were able 
to do much of what we had hoped, despite 
restrictions.   We continued to meet virtually 
with each other and a number of other 
organisations, even introducing new 
initiatives.   We were surprised at how busy 
we were even though the pattern of working 
was different.   This pattern looks set to 
continue for some time, but we do look 
forward to the camaraderie of actually being 
together.   Since Ruth was appointed as Vice 
President last February we have not been 
able to meet in person, which is a sadness, 
and makes passing on information more 
complicated.   Nevertheless we continue to 
plan for the future and look forward with 
positive hopes for the continued growth of 
MWiB .

On a personal note, the past few weeks have 
been quite challenging.    I have had no 
access to my computer, so have been unable 
to ‘keep up to speed’ with events and news.   
It has, however, had some interesting 
moments, giving me opportunities to see an 
environment with which I was unfamiliar, and 
to observe a range of people.   This has been 
really interesting.   Some of the people were 
in a vulnerable state and needed support.   
What really caught my attention were their 
reactions to the professionals caring for 
them.   Most were grateful and appreciative, 
but one in particular was not, behaving like a 
spoilt child, swearing and screaming abuse at 
those trying to help.   That was rather sad.   I 
felt for those on the receiving end of the 
verbal abuse.

I could see that there were times when what 
was said really upset the professionals, yet 
they continued to be just.   They stayed true 
to their calling.

As we all go forward into the new year I feel 
inspired by most of what I encountered.   I 
look forward to helping to take Methodist 
women into the future as we seek to follow 
our calling and work ‘For women, for justice, 
for Christ’

Hilary Evans
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A camel library is giving children out of 
school in some of Ethiopia’s most remote 
villages a unique opportunity to continue 
reading and learning, despite school 
closures due to Covid.

Save the Children first began the camel 
library in 2010. The programme includes 
21 camels, which are traditionally used by 
communities in the Somali region of 
Ethiopia to transport goods across the hot 
lowland areas. Camels can carry up to 
200 storybooks at a time in wooden 
boxes strapped to their backs. The 
project currently reaches over 22,000 
children in 33 villages.

Across Ethiopia, over 26 million children 

are out of school due to Covid lockdowns. 
By continuing its camel library outreach 
program, Save the Children is making 
sure children can continue to read and 
learn while at home.

Mahadiya, 13, is in grade seven in a 
remote part of the Somali region of 
eastern Ethiopia. Since Covid forced her 
school to close in late March, she has 
been unable to go to class.

To help her keep up with her studies, 
Mahadiya is making use of Save the 
Children’s mobile camel library, which 
visits her village every week. When she 
grows up, Mahadiya says she hopes to 
become an engineer.
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Mahadiya said:

“Before the coronavirus, we used to go to 
school regularly. The school used to 
provide us with a meal each school day, 
but now that has stopped. I feel sad and 
disappointed that I cannot go to school.

“I am worried it may not open soon. 
Because of this, I am worried that we 
could forget some of the things we 
learned in school and we could fail our 
exams. 

“After schools were closed, many children 
were out of school and they were 
exposed to child labour and exploitation. 
Many children have become herders and 
some walk into the bush to look for 
firewood. When schools were closed, I 
was very sad. However, the camel library 
continued to come to our village and 
supplied us with storybooks. I feel very 
happy and I am now able to borrow and 
take home the storybook that I would like 
to read.”

Like 26 million other children in 
Ethiopia, Mahadiya is out of school due 
to Covid. With Save the Children's camel 
library, she is able to continue reading 
and learning at home.

Mahadiya’s family have also suffered 
financially during the COVID-19 
lockdowns. Their family income used to 
come from a small shop, but because of 
increases in the price of goods and a 
decrease in the number of customers, 
her family is struggling to make ends 
meet. Her family also used to own 
livestock, but the ongoing drought in the 

region meant that most of the animals 
needed to be sold.

Ekin Ogutogullari, Save the Children’s 
Country Director in Ethiopia, said:

“It has been nearly three months since 
the first confirmed case of COVID-19 was 
recorded in Ethiopia. The virus poses 
particular challenges for vulnerable 
populations living in high density or 
resource poor communities, migrants and 
displaced children.

“In Ethiopia, we recently conducted a 
survey where children told our team 
about their perceptions and concerns 
about Covid.   Children raised concerns 
around increases in child labour, early 
marriage, and abuse due to the outbreak 
and closure of schools.

“On top of this, Ethiopian children and 
their families are facing floods, desert 
locusts, cholera, measles, food insecurity, 
and rising poverty levels. The scale of this 
crisis is huge, but we are determined to 
meet the needs of the most vulnerable 
and ensure no child is worse off at the 
end of this pandemic.”

Mahadiya
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Recycling Challenges 

and Progress 

Many hold King Gillette responsible 
for initiating the ‘throwaway society’ 
when his disposable razor blade 
began to replace the historic ‘cut 
throat’ alternative. The throwaway 
trend then accelerated as the cost of 
repairs rose and it became cheaper to 
buy new rather than pay someone to 
do the repairs. Most now recognize 
ecycling as the norm but there are 
still challenges. Usually the use to 
which the recycled material can be 
put is less than the original. Most high 
quality paper, for example, can be 
recycled up to 5 times but still ends 
up as newsprint. A lot of plastic ends 
up as fencing or garden gnomes. 
Sometimes, recycling the original item 
uses more energy than starting from 
new, making recycling pointless. 
Sometimes the original is 
contaminated with toxic substances 
which are expensive to remove and 
dispose of.

Much engineering design is now 
looking at the ‘whole life cycle cost’ of 
products, from the cost of the raw 
materials to the cost of final safe 
disposal. One important element is to 
avoid contamination. Chrome, for 
example, a toxic metal, has 
disappeared from cars. Household 
sewage is an amazing resource which 
can be converted to gas to put into 
the mains, fertilizer for crops, and the 
fluid settled in ponds to feed fish. 

BY-SA

Jumble sale for recycling old 
clothes

But in the past, sewage was often contaminated 
with industrial waste and couldn’t be used. Now 
strict regulation applies.  

So progress is being made, but a chunk of the 
‘whole life cycle cost’ of a product comes from 
the post-use collection. Here we can help.  Did 
you know, for example, that Marks and Spencer 
will receive shoes, handbags, belts, hats, scarves, 
jewellery and even bras at their stores for 
recycling, while John Lewis give discounts for old 
make up and skincare jars (£5 off for 5) and 
larger discounts for mattresses and sofas when 
buying new? 

And, even better, can we look forward to an 
H&M Swedish machine coming this way which 
allows you to watch as your old clothes –
jumpers perhaps – are re-knitted into something 
brand new at a cost of about £13? 

As usual, do let me know of any other ‘green tips’ 
you come across.

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister –

on sick leave

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, please 
contact Chris Giles for details.

17th January Revd Caz Hague

24th January Ian Carnell (URC)

31st January Revd Donald Ker

There are many scams  going on.  

if you get anything suspicious 
forward it to 

report@phishing.gov.uk

and any suspicious text messages  
to 7726 free of charge.”

You cannot be too careful

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Solihull Community Champions The latest coronavirus 
updates for churches are reviewed regularly following 
government announcements. Howard Staight keeps the 
church informed. 

Covid headlines The rates have risen massively over the 
recent weeks – it is now stabilising at over 500 cases per 
100,000 population, which is very high.   That means over 
1,100 people in Solihull had positive Covid tests in the last 
week. Inevitably some of that will be due to Christmas, but it 
seems largely to be down to the new variant, which 
transmits more easily. 

The Director of Nursing at University Hospitals Birmingham 
(UHB which covers Solihull) has explained that hospitals are 
under massive pressure (despite what you may have seen on 
social media). Most routine procedures have been cancelled 
and the number of Covid patients has doubled since before 
Christmas (from about 350-400 in December to around 700 
this week). It’s a similar picture in intensive care, where the 
number of Covid patients has doubled from about 40 to over 
80, meaning non-Covid patients have had to be moved to 
hospitals as far afield as Nottingham and Manchester. 

Vaccine update On a more positive note, the vaccine 

programme continues to be rolled out. There is no issue with 
supply.   The rollout is being managed centrally, not by GPs 
but  make sure you are registered with a GP and then wait to 
be contacted.  There have been instances where the GP does 
not have a current telephone number. Don’t contact your GP 
to enquire about when your appointment will be. There’s lots 
of detail about how it all works on this website:  
https://www.birminghamandsolihullcovidvaccine.nhs.uk/wh
at-you-need-to-know/.

It is hoped that soon all those aged over 
80 will have been contacted 

Coronavirus 
update


