
1st February 2021

Since March and the first lockdown, we 
have been very fortunate to have enjoyed 
excellent weekly worship. We started with 
online services initially organised by 
Andrew and then moved onto a hybrid of 
services held in front of a congregation in 
Church with online versions. Next, we 
streamed live services and now services are 

filmed and recorded with no congregation. 
The Stewards would like to thank everyone 
involved with making all of this possible. 
Many people have spent many, many hours 
preparing all the different components of 
our worship as well as learning new 
technical skills. Necessity really has been 
the mother of invention!

Sunday 20th January Revd Caz Hague led 
the service
This picture show the preparation for the 
service with  positioning  the microphones

Ian Carnell led the service on 27th January for the 
service of Christian Unity.   Ian, brought up a 
Methodist, is a lay preacher in the United Reform 
Church



This time last year who would have thought 
that we would be using the internet to share 
services with people in homes in different 
parts of Britain and Europe and even further 
afield! Each service requires a sizeable team 
to provide the music and singing, the Young 
Church video and the PowerPoint 
presentation. In addition, we need people to 
operate the sound desk, camera and two 
laptops.  Finally, the whole service needs to 
be edited, the different parts linked 
together and published online. And this is 
without counting the person leading the 
worship!

Due to the huge increase in Covid infections 
over the last few weeks and following the 
guidance of the Methodist Church, it was 
decided earlier this month that 
congregational services in our building 
would cease for the time being. It has now 
been agreed that on the 

1st and 3rd Sundays of February we will join 
the District Service. 

On the 2nd and 4th Sundays, services will be 
recorded in our own building to be shared 
on Sunday mornings. 

A special service for Ash Wednesday will 
also be prepared in Solihull. Recording 

allows the quality of the videos to be 
improved and is also less stressful for those 
leading worship, filming, editing or working 
on the sound!

Joining with the District Service will allow us 
to look outwards from our own Church and 
join with our fellow Methodists. As well it 
allows those who have given so much of 
their time a chance for a break. Also, even 
having a small group in the building brings a 
small risk of spreading infection.

It will be very easy to find the District 
Service. There will a link from the Prattle as 
well as on the front page of the Solihull 
Methodist Church website. Find the 
Worship With Us box of the website as 
normal. Then click on the link to Join us on 
Sunday for Online Worship and you will 
automatically connect to either the service 
prepared by our church or the District one 
depending on which week it is.

We look forward to a time when the 
restrictions will be relaxed. It may be some 
time before we can hold services in Church 
again but, meanwhile, we can still join with 
our fellow Methodists to enjoy prayer and 
worship.

The Stewards

Preachers for services in February
Live streamed from the church

14th February 
10.30 am

Revd Donald Ker
Holy Communion

17th February
Ash Wednesday

A Reflection for 
Ash Wednesday

28th February 
10.30 am

Revd Peter Bates

Most of the team that previously manned the 
projector in the church are now involved with 
streaming the services.  They need to recruit 
more people to prepare the PowerPoint 
service and man the projector.
Can you help if so please contact David Grey
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Birth

Death
We are sorry to announce the 
death of Edith Sanders ,who was 
Diane Webb’s mum. 
We remember Diane’s family and 
friends in our prayers.

A new Grandson  for Ann and Rex,  Edward 
(Teddy) James was born on 15th January 
weighing 9lb 12oz! The first baby for their son 
Rob and daughter-in-law Flick. Ann says we are 
all delighted to welcome the new addition to 
our family.

Diane’s parents (Edith and Bill 
Sanders) will be known to some people, from 
when they lived in the Circuit. Bill was a Circuit 
Steward at the same time as Don Bryan.

In December Daniel passed his ARSM 
(Associate of Royal Schools of Music)  
diploma with a Merit. He has had online 
lessons since March, which has made this an 
even greater achievement than normal. For 
the exam, Daniel had to prepare a 30 
minute performance with an allowance of a 
3 minute rest. This required a lot of stamina 
on a trumpet. He is now very proud of the 
fact that he has letters after his name, so 
can be referred as Daniel Banks ARSM.



Margaret was born and raised in Small Heath, 
Birmingham, living in a close-knit community, 
and her home was her father’s greengrocery 
shop with uncles, aunts and grandparents living 
nearby. The second world war broke out, when 
she was 5 but her loving family did their best to 
keep them all  happy. She loved school and 
decided even then that she would become a 
teacher.  King Edward’s Camp Hill Grammar 
School enabled her to gain college entrance and 
qualify as a teacher.  She taught in several 
primary schools and also educated hospitalised 
children. Her post at Yardley Junior School, 
lasted until retirement at 64.  She served as a 
governor and chairman of the governors for 
many years.

Both Cecil and Margaret’s families were 
associated with the Christian Brethren, and 
they met as Sunday School teachers.  This led to 
further work amongst young people.  
Friendship with Margaret blossomed into a 
deeply loving and lifelong relationship. They 
were married in 1959. Their son, Alastair, died 
from leukaemia at the age of six but their 
daughter Emma has continued to bring love 
and joy into their lives.  

Although by nature Margaret was cautious and 
anxious, she was unfailingly loyal to Cecil.   
When he drafted a revolutionary Agreed 
Syllabus and Handbook of Religious Education 
for Birmingham,  causing him to be headlined 
as a ‘Red Under the Bed’, Margaret stood by 
him.  Later, when he brought down the wrath 
of the City Council by leading Small Heath 
Secondary to grant-maintained status, to 
improve the life chances of some of the most 
deprived children in Birmingham, Cecil  
endured seven months of vilification in the 
press and trial in the High Court and Court of 
Appeal but she never rebuked him for putting 
their reputation and material well-being at risk.

Margaret loved her work and the children, who 
thrived in her care.
When she retired, she 
was pleased to be able 
to give more time to 
caring for her mother, 
who was growing 
increasingly frail. She 
enjoyed music and 
theatre.  travel to 
Russia, China, France 
and Switzerland, visiting cities where here are 
fine art galleries.

Fastidious in her dress and appearance, she also 
created a comfortable and attractive home and 
had a wonderful sense of humour.  In their 
church life in Yardley and for the past forty 
years here in Solihull they found deep and 
lasting friendships and opportunities to share in 
fulfilling their Christian calling. 

Although at Church she was not a pastoral 
visitor, she sought out and visited the new and 
the lonely, the challenged and the sad. She 
loved her work with the Brownies, and served 
as a District Commissioner when asked, 
because it enabled her to support a new 
generation of leaders.  Margaret became a 
church steward. and under her leadership of 
Contact numbers blossomed. 

Margaret fought bravely in her battle against 
the humiliations and depredations of 
Parkinson’s Disease, but she maintained her 
interest and concerns for all in the church 
family.  Her resolution and courage were 
remarkable.  Only a matter of weeks ago, at her 
initiation, she managed a short walk down the 
road even though it exhausted her and spoke to 
neighbours and children.

It has been said that ’there is no greater deed 
than the ordinary life, well-lived.’ Margaret’s 
life was most certainly well-lived.

Margaret Knight 
19th August 1934 – 1st January 2021
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My dear friends,

So, how are you doing in our third lockdown? 
I’ve certainly found it the toughest by far, 
and from conversations, I don’t think I’m 
alone. Usually in January, I’m adjusting to 
getting the right year on the occasional 
cheque I write. Now, apart from Sundays, I 
haven’t a clue what day it is! All our routines 
have been dismantled and our social 
interaction dramatically curtailed. And even 
Sunday doesn’t feel like Sunday without 
going out to church and being able to 
worship with others, sing freely and chat 
over coffee afterwards. A friend who is 
shielding told me that the highlight of the 
week is when she ventures outside to put the 
dustbin out! We did have a giggle about that. 
Laughter is certainly good for the soul. 

Twelve year old David was born without an 
immune system and underwent a bone 
marrow transplant to correct the deficiency. 
He had spent his entire life in a plastic bubble 
in order to prevent exposure to common 
bacteria and viruses that could kill him. When 
asked what he’d like to do if and when he 
was released from his protective bubble, this 
was his reply “I want to walk barefoot on the 
grass and touch my mother’s hand.”

I wonder what we’re looking forward to, 
when we are able to be released from 
lockdown. Will we have learnt the lessons 
that God can sometimes only teach us in the 
testing places of our lives? Shall we value in a 
new way the things which we may have 
come to take for granted? The freedom to 
gather to worship, which so many of our 
persecuted sisters and brothers cannot 
enjoy. The opportunity to talk face to face, to 
be with friends, to see in person our families 

who live at a distance or abroad, 
to hug. Perhaps we have never 
fully appreciated how much our
physical and mental well-being 
depends on social contact with others.

The one constant which has not changed is 
the faithful love of our Heavenly Father, the 
invitation to put our hand in the hand of 
Jesus at the start of each new day, and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit giving us the 
strength and courage we need. “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. His 
mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is His 
faithfulness.”(Lamentations 3: 22 - 23) If 
you’re looking for an opportunity to reflect 
on our faith with other pilgrims, do consider 
joining the new Compass course which runs 
through Lent. Give me a call to find out more. 

With love and blessings
Chris



God of hope, peace and love, we bring to 
you our prayers for all those families that 
mourn the death of their children and 
especially for those that have had their 
young lives taken from them through 
violent crime. Surround them with your 
comfort and love.

We pray for communities that live in fear 
of violence through drug-related crime 
and gang culture; for children who are 
afraid to leave their homes, to play in 
their local parks and to walk the streets of 
our communities.

We hold in our prayers children and 
young people that have been drawn into 
a life of drug use, gangs and violent crime 
where the use of knives and guns have 
the capacity to end life.

We pray for families who have been 
devastated by the senseless loss of life 
and for young people who find 
themselves paying the price for their 
actions in our prisons and young 
offenders’ institutions. We pray for 
support and help to reform and rebuild 
lives.

We offer our prayers for all who work and 
seek to bring justice, equity and peace for 
the common good of all people. In our 
broken world, help us to come together 
in unity to bring peace to our 
communities; to build bridges of hope 
and trust so that all people might have 
opportunities to find meaning and 
purpose to their lives.

In the name of your Son, Jesus who offers 
hope, peace and love, we pray.

Amen.

Prayer of Solace
Revds Alison Richards, Neil Johnson 

and Nick Jones

13 of us have now enjoyed, been challenged and 

enlightened by, the 3 weeks of the 8 week 

Mindfulness course run by Zoom by Mike 

Crockett in Cape Town. So far there has been 

great emphasis on ‘being well in ourselves’, 

coming to terms with mistakes made in the past 

and hurts others have caused us. There has 

been emphasis too on ‘living in and enjoying the 

present’.  Already I am noticing and being 

delighted by things overlooked before. There is 

science. Tests have shown that western minds 

tend to drift more often to negative thoughts 

and, at worst, towards depression. In week 2 we 

were asked to record, daily, any pleasant 

experiences. I would recommend it to all. In 

week 3 it is unpleasant experiences and though 

there has been some sadness, so far the page is 

empty. We do daily exercises. One concentrates 

on breathing and dragging the mind back each 

time it wanders to train the brain to concentrate 

and live in the present. In another we imagine 

the breath reaching down to our toes, fingers 

and into our brain releasing stress as we breathe 

out.

There have been profound insights. “We 

become what we practice”. The brain is like a 

computer. Programming begins at birth, building 

in response pathways mostly by copying from 

parents and, later, by life experiences. If we 

learn kindness it will become natural – and the 

reverse is true. But, if someone ‘goes off the 

rails’ they can still be helped to change (as Mike 

is doing at Camp Joy). Science underpins the 

Christian teaching of redemption.  

Richard Balmer
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Look at Roofs after Snow
This may be too late a ‘tip’ for this winter, 
but if you live in a house and it snows on 
another occasion, go out and compare the 
amount that has melted on your roof with 
others nearby. The one with the most left 
will be the best insulated. Others may not 
have the quality or minimum depth 
required (270 mm, about 11 inches) and 
need more insulation in the loft. You can 
see that the house on the right (brand 
new!) has lost more snow than the others.

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

Take your old pens to WH Smith
Pam Beattie, one of our Greener Church 
Group members, has noticed that WH Smith 
in Mell Square has a recycling box where you 
can drop in any type of unwanted pen. Do 
support them.

Out of Date Medicine 
Please don’t put any out of date or 
unwanted medication in the waste bin. They 
should not, but might, get into landfill and 
leak to a watercourse. Just take them back to 
a local pharmacy.

The recent snow brought out creativity in 
building snowmen.    If you look carefully at 
the front of the snow family someone has 

crafted a small cat at the front.    
Intriguing to see a masked snowman helping 
prevent the spread of covid!



Who We Are

Each of our regionally-based chaplains 
aims to be an impartial ‘friend’ for 
those who work on the railways. 
Regardless of faith, gender, sexual 
orientation, our chaplains offer face-
to-face year around support, especially 
during an individual’s time of 
loneliness, stress, depression, 
bereavement or illness.

Many are experiencing family 
breakdown, mental ill-health, 
bereavement, financial difficulties, 
being victims of crime and much more. 
Rail staff approach our chaplains for 
support through these difficult times as 
a friend and colleague, rather than 
phone a stranger to receive 
counselling, to talk through personal 
difficulties. But railway chaplains have 
also supported railway staff and police 
in the aftermath of major incidents, 
such as train crashes or terror attacks.

Confidential
Having a confidential 
listener is important 
for anyone who is 
struggling with the 
difficulties of life. 
Where there's a risk of 
harm to an individual 
or others, as far as 
possible we'll work 
with a person to find 
the best avenue for 
help

Impartial
Impartiality is essential to ensure that our support is 
given entirety without any outside influence, from 
either railway companies or a person’s manager or 
colleagues

Independent
Railway Mission is an independent non-
denominational charity providing pastoral support to 
railway staff and members of the public affected by 
rail operations.
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The Wednesday 
prayer group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, please 
contact Chris Giles for details.

Vacancy: 
Full-time Befriending

Co-ordinator & 
Lead Women's Befriending 

Worker

Restore, a charity promoting the 
welcoming, valuing and integration of 
refugees and asylum seekers into society 
in our city, is looking for a new full-time 
Befriending Co-ordinator and Lead 
Women’s Befriending Worker. 
Women applicants only.
For more information, Job Description, 
Person Specification and Application Form 
please see Restore 
website: https://www.restore-
uk.org/news/recruiting-for-a-befriending-
co-ordinator-and-lead-womens-
befriending-worker/
Closing date for applications: 12 noon, 

Friday 5 February 2021

The Gift Service –
A Great Total!

At the Gift Service back at the start of 
December, which was planned and 
organised by the Church Life and 
Mission Group and led by Fiona Beadle, 
we asked for donations of money for the 
Sweet Project. 

We are very, very pleased to announce 
that a magnificent £1085, including gift 
aid, was raised. Thank you to everyone 
for contributing so generously to the 
appeal.

This was in addition to the record sum 
raised by the Church Christmas Card 
which was also given to the Sweet 
Project.

This money will be used by the team at 
the Project to support their work with 
vulnerable families and adults in South 
Birmingham.

The Church Life and Mission Group

https://restore-uk.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd2e67a90071afd286f124f81&id=48faf9d367&e=74df1fb0fc
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister 

(on sick leave)

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Young Church used the brand new Godly Play story of the life 
of Rev. Dr Martin Luther King Jr. to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Day, which was on Monday 18th January in the USA. 
There was also an air of celebration at the forthcoming 
inauguration. 

• Stella told them after the election, she likes President 
Biden “because he follows the rules”. 

• Freddie commented that his favourite part was when Dr 
King “made that great speech” but he was really shocked 
to learn that Dr King had been arrested 29 times for 
peaceful protest. Caleb also liked the “really good 
speech” but his least favourite part was his death. 

• Saskia also found the assassination unhappy, but she 
loved it when Dr King said that he dreamed of a world for 
his children where they would be judged by their actions 
rather than how they look. Stella loved the speech too: 
“that people will be treated goodly whatever the colour 
of their skin”. 

• Paige liked it when Dr King supported Rosa Parks in her 
boycott which led to the end of the policy of segregation 
on the buses.

• Kwame was amazed at how the people in Alabama 
walked to work for over a year in protest, even if they had 
a long way to walk. But their 381-day protest was worth it 
and real change happened. 

• Saskia thought it was important to remember that he 
probably knew he might be at risk of being hurt or killed, 
but he carried on his work anyway. 

• Paige thought the most 
important thing was the 
speech, because it inspired 
(and inspires) people to do 
the same work as he did.

They all thought about our 
dreams for the future: several 
children focused on the work 
that still needs to happen to 
end racism, others dream of a 
world where the Covid
pandemic has been overcome. 
Paige would like to be an MP 
and make change herself.

There was a wordsearch, 
doves of peace, and “I have a 
dream” mobiles with the 
letters MLK and their own 
dreams written on them. 
During the week of change and 
hope in the US, they  were 
able to all dream together of a 
better future for everyone. 

CC BY-SA

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

