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Slowly,  Church Services Getting Back to 
Normal

With the lifting of restrictions on 19th July the church is still 
planning to keep everyone safe by continuing with the 
following:

➢ Reservations will still be needed for a while but tell us if you 
would like a ‘socially distanced seat’ or one with just an 
empty chair next to you

➢ We still want to have sanitiser available on the way in and 
out.

➢ We will still have to wear masks but we will be able to sing

➢ Leaflets will still be quarantined

➢ The windows and doors will be open as much as possible to 
keep the church well ventilated.

➢ Services will not be longer than 1 hour

➢ We will still collect names of those attending services for 
contact tracing

➢ We will continue with the one way system arrive in via the 
main door and leaving the church through the fire doors.

➢ Sadly shaking hands, jugging and sharing the Peace is 
postponed for the time being

➢ Happily the children should be back with us in 
September

➢ The congregation will be asked to fill up rows from the 
middle and still wait for stewards to invite them to 
leave.

Seating Plan

➢ Part of the church will be set out for those wishing to 

socially distance, i.e. 2 chairs/1 metre between social 

groups

➢ Spacer chairs which are to remain unoccupied will 

display a cross

➢ The remainder of the church will have continuous 

seating but people can take a cross or two to put on 

chairs either side of them to keep a smaller distance

Please book in advance, and state seating preference using 
either the email address

reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk

or the telephone number  07928818562. 

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
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Jonathan Shinner (son of Sarah Shinner) was married to Rebecca 
Orange-Moore on the 3rd June. The ceremony was in Hexham in 
the county of Northumberland. 

Despite the restrictions it was a wonderful day and Sarah said we 
were thrilled to be able to join them to celebrate their marriage. 
Most of you will remember that Jon was a keen member of the 
11th Solihull Scout group and a former member of SMASH.

Baptism

Zac Daniel, son of Laura and Daniel, and Morag’s great 
grandson was welcomed into the church by baptism on 
Sunday 18th July.

Dean Taylor (Youth Worker) and Jane Bennett were married 
on Saturday 24th July by Rev Caz Hague in our church.   Sadly 
Dean’s son Ewan had covid but  his video message was played 
at the end of the service 

The usual House groups BBQ was cancelled again this year 
due to covid constraints, so the Banks and Innes house 
groups got together for their own BBQ evening. 

Well done Anne and Caroline for allowing their garden to 
be used and also well done to all who organised it and 
made it all happen. Wonderful company, wonderful food, a 
wonderful setting, and wonderful weather! 

Not only was it good to see everyone together, it was the 
first time for many months that quite a number had been 
out and seen one another. As they found, it does make such 
a difference being able to see and communicate with 
people face-to-face.

John Innes

Banks / Innes House groups BBQ
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Dear Friends,

I am most grateful to be able to share one last Minister’s 
Message with you as minister of Solihull Methodist Church 
before I hand on the role to Molly Chitokwindo.

You may be surprised that I am still around, having not been 
at work for so long, and also already having had a leaving 
service (at which I am so grateful to have received so many 
kind wishes and experienced the generosity of God’s people 
with all the leaving cards and gifts I have received) but this is 
the anomaly of Methodism - that we remain in post as 
minister until the end of the Connexional year on 31st August 
even though we will usually have physically moved by this 
time. As it happens, I don’t yet have a moving date due to 
delays in the purchasing of retirement accommodation in 
Withernsea and so Molly and her family will initially be 
moving into a different manse.  I am very grateful for her 
patience and understanding in having to do this, as well as 
that of the circuit in allowing me to stay until the 
accommodation in Withernsea is available.

When we moved here 2 years ago, we did not think that we 
would have to be saying goodbye after such a short period of 
ministry with you. None of us could have predicted the turns 
that my health would take, and we certainly couldn’t have 
predicted negotiating a pandemic! I am most grateful for the 
opportunities I have had to minister when I have been able 
to, and for the support I have received – particularly from 
those who have stood in and carried the burden of leadership 
during my enforced absence.

You may feel that my time with you has been far too short 
and feel a bit cheated, but God’s timing is always perfect and 
nothing is ever wasted as far as he is concerned, but 
everything fits into his masterplan and purpose.

In the Bible Moses had, of course, been journeying alongside 
the children of Israel for a much longer period. (Some 40+ 
years in fact! Thank goodness we haven’t had to put up with 
any minister for that long I might hear you say!) 

At the beginning of the book of Deuteronomy the people of 
Israel were facing a liminal life changing moment in their 
history and it begins with Moses looking back and reflecting 
upon how they have got there. (A liminal moment is a 
significant life-changing threshold that you may cross over at 
some point in your life such as getting married, having 
children etc.)

They were on the threshold of the land God had promised 
forefathers, Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, to be their very own – ‘a 
land flowing with milk and honey’.

But getting to that moment had been extremely difficult and 
life changing for the nation already and many of them had not 
made it to this moment of inheriting God’s promise………

Many had suffered and died at the hands of the Egyptians 

over those many years they had been held in slavery and 
captivity. Finally, God had sent a hero amongst them to 
rescue them – Moses, who was in fact one of them by birth. 
They had made their great escape, carrying with them some 
of the treasures of Egypt, only to find themselves in 
challenging times. Having finally seen the Egyptians defeated 
they arrive at Mount Horeb or Mount Sinai, where they 
receive God’s instructions and commandments of how they 
should be living and behaving………

Yet, whilst Moses is up the mountain receiving these very 
commands, the people below are falling into rebellion making 
themselves a Golden calf to worship in place of the God who 
has led them to that particular point.

Other acts of grumbling and rebellion were to follow on the 
way causing God to punish them and delay their arrival in the 
land he has promised them…… and so what should have been 
an 11-day journey from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea, the Entry 
point to the promised land mentioned in that 1st chapter of 
Deuteronomy, took over 40 years instead while that sinful, 
rebellious generation died out. (v35)

What should have been an 11 day journey took 40 years of 
wandering in the Wilderness as the nation worked through 
this and what it was that the Lord their God required of them 
– Holy obedience and unquestioning faith. And even Moses 
himself was told that he wouldn’t be able to enter the 
Promised Land because of the sinfulness of the people he was 
leading. (v37) 

In Methodism ministers come and ministers go (some staying 
longer than others) and sometimes we do not stay long 
enough to reap or see the benefits of our ministry in a 
particular place. Our own moving on, of course, is not a 
punishment from God (as it was in the case of Moses) but 
simply a response to God’s call to be elsewhere.

So where did it all begin to go wrong for Israel and for 
Moses? The first chapter of Deuteronomy goes back to the 
first time they had arrived at the crossing place of Kadesh 
Barnea and seen the land that God had promised them. It 
recalls how the people thought it would be good to send out 
men to spy out the land to see what was in store and recalls 
the choosing and sending out of 12 spies on that occasion, 
one from each of the tribes of Israel, to see what lay ahead. 
You’ll find the full account of this in Numbers 13 and may 
have even sung about it in the Sunday school chorus ’12 spies 
went to spy on Canaan’?

But the people didn’t like what they told them – 10 bringing 
negative reports of giants and fortified cities, with only 2 
holding faith that the land could be taken (including Joshua 
Moses’ chosen successor) .

The People chose to listen to the 10 negative voices and 
turned back into the desert place - an entire generation 
(including Moses himself) missing out on the blessings



God had in store for the people because they rebelled 
against him and failed to trust him that he would deliver 
them from their enemies and accomplish everything he had 
promised! 

Only Joshua and Caleb were spared because of their faith 
and lived to experience the blessings God had promised.

I wonder if that’s an image of church and where we are 
right now as we emerge from lockdown and learn to live in a 
different way with Coronavirus?  We may not be Israel. We 
may not have deliberately rebelled against God, but what 
blessings and promises might we be missing out on as a 
church because of our lack of trust and faith in him?

Are there visions and dreams that our forefathers had that 
haven’t really reached their fulfilment yet? Why is that? 
What held them back and still holds us back from fully 
inheriting and taking ‘possession’ of the ‘land’ and becoming 
the people that God has called us to be?

As you face your own Liminal moment – a changeover of 
minister, leader and Shepherd, what does the future look 
like from this side of the threshold at the moment? What do 
you see? Amorite Giants and the challenges of being God’s 

people and witnesses in this modern-day world? Or the 
‘fruits’ of the promise – large clusters of grapes and a ‘land 
flowing with milk and honey’? 

How will you choose to react and respond to this particular 
moment in your own time and history? Face it in eager faith 
and anticipation, or be critical and negative, unsure if there 
really can be a positive outcome?

Paul writes to the Ephesian believers that ‘God is able to do 
immeasurably more than we could ever ask for or even 
begin to imagine’. My parting prayer for you is that you will 
have faith and trust in such a God, and be adventurous in 
your vision for the future. I encourage you to look beyond 
the ‘Giants’ and the ‘walls’ and anything else that stands in 
your way, to the promises that God has in store for you. I 
encourage you in faith ‘to delight yourself in the Lord and 
commit your way to him ( Psalm 37) for: ‘those who hope in 
the Lord will inherit the Land!’

May God bless you in your continued journey with him.

Every Blessing,

Revd. Andrew Orton.
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On Sunday 25th July Andrew preached his last sermon at Solihull before he takes 
retirement and he and Carl move to Withernsea on the Yorkshire coast.    It was 
good to hear him again in person but sad that it was his last service with us.   His 
final words to us were summed up in the hymn

Let love be real in giving and receiving
without the need to manage and to own;
a haven free from posing and pretending,
where every weakness be safely known.
Give me your hand, along the desert pathway,
give me your love wherever you may go.

As God loves us so let us love each other
With no demands, just open hands and space to grow.

After the service the day was fine enough for us all to gather outside on  the grass 
where refreshments were served and everyone was able to speak and say good 
bye to Andrew and Carl.

We send our best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement.



John Reilly:

Cain and Abel

Maggi Hambling:

Good Friday: 

Walking on water, 

2006

Jacques Iselin: The Elements of 

the Holy Communion

Francis Hoyland:

Nativity polyptych

Methodist Modern Art Collection
is coming to

Balsall Common
Stories of Change: Hope, Faith and Love

4th September to 3rd October 2021
Fridays and Saturdays: 11.00am – 4.00pm.

Sundays: 1.00pm – 4.00pm.

Alongside other churches, as part of Coventry City of Culture, 
Balsall Common Methodist Church will be hosting some of this well-regarded collection.

To help you explore the works on display we are offering various workshops and activities. Voluntary 
donations are welcome to help with expenses.

From 4th September, come and add your prayer to 
the ‘Sea of Troubles’ – inspired by Maggi 
Hambling’s “Good Friday: Walking on water, 2006” 
we will build a new piece of art.

Saturday 11th September: 10.00am – 4.00pm. 
Creative Textile Workshop, responding to the art 
works on show.  Contact Joy to book in advance -
places limited.  

Sunday 12th September: 1.00pm – 4.00pm. 
Dementia-friendly Session with activities.  Drop in.

Saturday 25th September: 11.15am – 12.00 noon, and 2.15pm 
– 3.00pm.  Family-oriented poetry workshop entitled Take One 
Word.  Come to browse the art works, then join with others to 
share ideas.

Sunday 26th September: 2.00pm 
– 3.30pm. In the Picture: a 
writing workshop. Imagine 
yourself, or identify with 
something, in one of the art 
works. Then we will share ideas. 
This workshop is suitable for 
experienced writers and anyone 
willing to have a go. 

Saturday 2nd October: 11.00am –
4.00pm. Answering Back –
Respond to the collection, 
reflecting on “The Elements of 
the Holy Communion” by Jacques 
Iselin. What would you add to 
‘bread and wine’ to symbolise the 
things you believe in? 

Further pieces from the collection can be found on the Methodist Modern Art Trail at the following venues:
• Methodist Central Hall, CV1 2HA
• St Mary’s and All Saints Church, Fillongley, CV7 8ES
• Coventry Cathedral, CV1 5FB
• Earlsdon Methodist Church, CV5 6NF

For more information, contact Jill.
Pictures (Artist / title as stated) from the Methodist Modern Art Collection © TMCP, used with permission. 
www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection
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A group of young Christians from several denominations 
including the Methodist Church are walking in relay from 
Cornwall to Glasgow. One of the young walkers, Rachel 
Mander, explains the background to the initiative, the group's 
aims and how they are getting on a couple of weeks into their 
journey.

Just after the G7 in Cornwall, we set out to walk all the way to 
another set of talks - the international climate negotiations, 
COP26  being held in Glasgow in November. We’re walking as 
an act of faith, hope and love. We have lots of days which we 
still don’t have any offers of accommodation for, and where 
the route isn’t finalised.

Already though, we have seen provision. A beautiful send-out 
service from Truro Cathedral , offers to meet a mayor, 
accommodation with views of a sunset over the harbour, 
rope swings over rivers, and a WhatsApp group with people 
praying for the journey.

We’re walking because, at the moment, many countries are 
being pushed further into debt because of the impacts of 
climate change. The existing international commitments to 
provide financial support to the countries most vulnerable to 
climate change, are being broken by our own government.

We want to pressure the UK government to prepare for 
COP26. As a global financial player, we should be reversing 
the recent cuts to aid, delivering on existing climate

finance, and ensuring that no country gets pushed into debt 
because of climate change (the technical part of the UN 
negotiations for this is ensuring provision for a loss and 
damage financial mechanism).

A boat is accompanying us on 
our journey, with sails made 
from material from around the 
world. It’s part of our 
acknowledgement that “We are 
in the same storm, but not the 
same boat” - just like we have 
seen with the covid-19 pandemic
As young Christians organising 

this Relay, we know that the 
story of our adult lives will be 
witnessing the effects of climate
change, which will hit our neighbours around the world first 
and foremost.

The walkers are in need of drivers who can 
1. Transport their overnight bags from the start point to 

the finish point each day.
2. Provide support through the day. This will involve 

bringing top ups of water, giving lifts to walkers who 
need to take a break, and being around to help solve 
unforeseen problem.

The sections are 
16th Aug: Oxford to Kidlington
17th Aug: Kidlington to Deddington
18th Aug: Deddington to Banbury
19th Aug: Banbury to tbc
20th Aug: tbc to Leamington Spa
21st Aug: Leamington to Coventry
22nd Aug: Coventry to Solihull
23rd Aug: Solihull to Birmingham

Could you help? Please contact Richard Balmer.

The walkers will be staying in our church hall on the night of 
Sunday 22nd August.   
They leave on the Monday morning to walk into the centre 
of Birmingham where a week long programme of events has 
been arranged for them.
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Solihull Council has now produced 
its plans for how they see the 
station being developed by 2024.   

This new development at the 
station will have an immediate 
impact on our church and the 
Samaritans next door.   The plans 
show no access to our car park 
from Station approach – a new 
one will have to be made from 
Blossomfield Road.    Many will 
remember that the Blossomfield 
Road access to the car park was 
closed some years ago because it 
was considered dangerous due to 
the lack of sight from oncoming 
cars under the railway bridge.

The access to the station will be 
from Streetsbrook Road to the 
station car park and a turning 
circle for buses.   No cars will be 
allowed to drive past the entrance 
to the church car park or the 
entrance to the Samaritans 
building next door.  

The 8 week public consultation 
ends on 13th September.

A brand new interactive website dedicated 
to the project has been launched 
providing information about the new 
station design and a variety of concept 
images. It can be accessed by Googling 
Solihull Integrated Transport Hub.  Users 
will be able to leave their comments 
directly on the website for the project 
team to view.

In addition, three virtual webinars will be 
held which will include a presentation of 
the station design followed by a Q&A 
session. Two of these sessions (Tuesday 3rd

August and Thursday 12th September) will 
focus on resident engagement while the 
third (Wednesday 11th August) will be 
tailored towards local businesses.

Please look and leave comments.

Artist’s impression of the new station 
looking from Streetsbrook Road end

Heat Waves, Floods and Tarmac Drives

News of the terrible floods, especially in Germany, and the extreme 

heat along the Canadian and US west coast, have raised again links to 

global warming. The current international aspiration is to limit 

temperature rise to 2oC above ‘pre-industrial’ levels and 1.5oC if 

possible. Pre-industrial means before 1880. In the 140 years since, the 

temperature has gone up by just 1.04oC but two thirds has happened 

since 1975. Without change in human behaviour, 1.5oC will be 

reached before 2050 and 2oC within the lives of teenagers living 

today, with 2oC representing the point with real risk that continued 

warming will be irreversible. This is why binding international 

commitments at the November Cop26 conference in Glasgow are so 

vital.

The variation in weather is so great that linkages can only be certain if 

single events form part of a trend. What is certain is that warm air can 

carry more water than cold, resulting in more heavy rainfall and 

floods. A further problem is that many are paving or tarmacking their 

front gardens. The rain then runs away faster overloading drains. 

Soakaways need to be mandatory.  

Recycling Spectacles: New 

Outlet 

An alternative outlet for unwanted spectacles 

has now been found, thanks to a tip from 

Richard Burr. 

There is a box for them at the back of the 

church.

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

CC BY-NC

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Revd Sonia Hicks
Revd Sonia Hicks was elected and inducted as President of 
the Methodist Conference. The induction took place on 
Saturday 26 June at the National Conference Centre, 
Birmingham, during the Methodist Conference.
Sonia Hicks, who comes from a long line of Methodists as far 
back as her great-grandfather who was a Local Preacher in 
Jamaica.   She  has served as a Circuit Superintendent in 
three connexions: Britain, the Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and Americas and the Methodist Church in 
Ireland (MCI). She is currently Superintendent Minister in 
Wembley, north London.

In her Conference Address Mrs Hicks focused on her theme 
for the year, “God’s Table: An Invitation for All”, reflecting 
on the racism and marginalisation she and her family have 
experienced and how the Church can respond to injustice 
and division in society today. She recalled the experience of 
her Great Aunt Lize, who had arrived from Jamaica with her 
Methodist membership card only to be rejected from her 
local Methodist Church because she was black. Sonia and 
her family eventually found a Methodist home at Walworth 
Methodist Church in South London.

Sonia, who is the first black woman to be elected as 
President of the Methodist Conference, speaking about her 
theme, said:

“In a world where people are excluded because of their 
ethnic background, their sexual orientation, their gender or 
simply because, like me, they were brought up on a council 
estate, I believe that we are called to show God’s love for all 
people. It is a calling that Christian people have always 
struggled with, but we can and should be better at making 
God’s love a reality in the British Methodist Church, 
overcoming the systemic discrimination that exists.”

Sonia’s commitment to oppose all forms of injustice began 
when she was a member of the Youth Exchange to 
Zimbabwe. She has since been Convenor of the World Relief 
and Development Committee for MCI,  and has served as a 
Trustee for both All We Can and Christian Aid Ireland.

Looking to the future, the President said:

“As Christians we are to mirror the grace and the mercy of 
God. We are to find ways of issuing God’s invitation of 
acceptance to those we meet on a daily basis. No ifs, no 
buts.

“I believe that there is a place for all in the presence of God, 
at God’s Table. But, as we acknowledge that everyone has a 
place, we also must acknowledge that we will therefore live 
with the tension of not all thinking the same. We will also 
have to recognise that living with such tension is never the 
easy option.”

Barbara Easton
The Vice-President, Barbara Easton, was also elected and 
inducted. Barbara Easton’s vocation has been the world of 
education. Before becoming Connexional Director of 
Education in 2014 she was an RE teacher, inclusion and 
interfaith specialist and secondary headteacher in the West 
Midlands. She now leads the Methodist Academies and 
Schools Trust, committed to shaping our schools as diverse 
communities of empowerment and transformation in their 
work at the margins of the church. Barbara is also a Local 
Preacher and has regularly volunteered at 3Generate and 
Greenbelt.

In her speech to the Conference, the Vice-President spoke of 
her rootedness in Methodism that began as a baby when 
she was adopted by a Methodist family. Speaking about how 
the Church moves forward ecumenically Barbara said: “I am 
urging you, my sisters and brothers, to see that we still have 
something valuable to bring to the Church’s table and to be 
confident about the colour and texture that we add to make 
the ecumenical quilt richer. If the Church is called to be a 
sign to the world, then we are raised up as a sign to the 
sign.”

The role of President of the Methodist Conference is reserved 
for presbyters and that of Vice-President for lay people or 
deacons. During his lifetime John Wesley chaired the 
Methodist Conference but after his death the Conference 
determined to elect a President annually.
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The following proposals were agreed at the conference held 
in June.

Education strategy
• Affirmed those who work and volunteer to support 
education;
• Urged Circuits to audit local schools regularly as part of 
their mission;
• Encouraged Districts to appoint District Education Officers;
• Invited young people to consider education as a vocation 
and Circuits to support them;
• Encouraged Circuits and churches to recruit governors for 
local schools;
• Asked Circuits and Districts to sponsor new Methodist 
schools where appropriate.
The Conference also agreed to:
• maintain and extend Methodist engagement with schools;
• pursue educational excellence;
• develop a confident Methodist ethos, and working 
together with local partnerships including local heritage 
sites;
• prioritise areas of need.

Methodist Church House
The Conference confirmed the decision to sell Methodist 
Church House and the proceeds of the sale used for 
alternative office accommodation for the Connexional Team 
in London. 

Climate Change and Fossil Fuels
The Joint Advisory Committee on the Ethics of Investment 
(JACEI) has advised the Central Finance Board to disinvest 
from a number of companies, which are believed not to be 
aligned with the Paris Agreement goals.

Holy Communion and online worship
The Conference agreed to adopt a three year period of
active discernment on the issue of Holy Communion and
online worship, during which churches will be encouraged
“with reverence and joy, to a time of discernment, both
experiencing and reflecting upon what it might mean
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper online and to use this
as an opportunity to discuss the issues raised in our
churches thereby deepening our understanding of our
life together.”

Ministry in the Methodist Church
The Conference adopted the recommendation that
the office of Local Lay-Pastor be established with the
Ministries Committee directed to establish details of
the scope of the role, its training and licensing. 

Budget
The Connexional Treasurer, the Revd Tim Swindell and the 
Director of Finance and Resources, Matt Tattersall, told the 
Conference that there is a deficit in the pension scheme and 
a fall in income over the previous year, which has led the 
budget to be further revised. 

The Conference adopted a resolution asking for churches, 
Circuits and Districts to give, according to their ability, 
towards a target of 15% of their reserves to address the 
pension deficit. It adopted a budget which is based on a 
reduction in the District Assessment of 1% in 2021/2022.

Oversight and Trusteeship
The Conference reaffirmed the Our Calling vision
statement, which was launched 21 years ago, and
adopted it as the primary strategic driver for the
Church’s work.
The Conference adopted resolutions that raise the
minimum size of a local church to 12 members from
6 with churches being asked to examine creative
ways of working with other local churches so they are
not over-burdened with matters of trusteeship.   It 
directed that work continues towards the creation of a
Connexional Council as the connexional trustee body,
and to replace the Methodist Council and Strategy and
Resources Committee.
A Task Group for Regional and District Structure
Planning is to be set up with the aim of reconfiguring the
district structure more appropriately.

Marriage and Relationships
A report on marriage and relationships, ‘God in Love
Unites Us’, was received by the Conference in 2019
and the District Synods were asked to consider the
provisional resolutions and report back to the 2021
Conference. The Conference received a report on the
results of the Synod votes (which showed that 29 out
of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional
resolutions) and on the range of views expressed in the
Synods and by ecumenical and overseas partners.
The Conference confirmed provisional resolutions on the
principles or qualities of good relating, understanding
of cohabitation and same sex marriages conducted on
Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders.

All We Can
All We Can has had a transformational and measurable 
impact upon the lives of 2,139,475 people and has 
partnered 22 local organisations in six countries since the 
2019 report. Due to the overwhelming impact of COVID-19 
on All We Can’s local partners, a significant portion of the 
charity’s workload was spent responding to this ongoing 
emergency situation. All We Can’s long term development 
partners and other local organisations were supported to 
pivot their programmes to assist communities in coping with 
the impact
of COVID-19.

Appointment
Revd Novette Headley was appointed as Chair for the 
Birmingham District from 1 September 2022.

9



10

The Wednesday 
prayer group

Meets by Zoom each 
Wednesday at 9.30 am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles for 

details.

Worried?  
Anxious? 

Concerned? 
Contact the confidential 

Prayer Chain

via Chris Giles

You must book in advance, using either the email address 
reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
or the telephone number  07928818562. 

Sunday 1st August Rev Chris Giles

Sunday 8th August
Holy communion

Rev Donald Ker

Sunday 15th August Fiona Beadle

Sunday 22nd August Joy Wadsworth

Sunday 29th August Rev Peter Bates

Tuesday 
Morning 

Communion 
Service
9.30 am

This is held in the church 
and not the Margaret 

Wharam room

All 10.30 am services will be live streamed via the church 
website.
DVDs and also CDs are available from Richard Burr if you 
cannot access the internet.

Please don’t forget to bring non perishable food items 
for the Foodbank when you come to church.  The bin 
is at the entrance of the church.

Thank you

Foodbank collection

Recycling bins at the back of the church 

The Greener Church Group now has recycling boxes on the 
shelf at the back of the church.  

There are bins for mobile phones, batteries, printer 
cartridges, glasses and foil strips for pills

Tuesday 
Mens’ Coffee 

group 

Will continue to meet at 
10.30 am in Room 5 

during August

CC BY-NC

Circuit Welcome Service
Sunday 5th September 

4.00 pm  Solihull Methodist Church
To welcome Rev Molly Chitokwindo and Heather Rose 

mailto:reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


The Messenger 
Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens.  

If you have any news or other items 
please send it to

messenger@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles 
if necessary and are not responsible 

for the views of contributors.
Please send photographs 
separately as jpeg files.

Church  Team
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As the hard working Leadership Team of the 11th Solihull Scout 
Group collapse in a heap and take a well deserved break over the 
Summer. Here are a few photographs of recent activities by all 
three Sections.

Amongst the activities have been a Nature Ramble in the rain 
and the building of dens in the woods for the Beavers, Tent 
Pitching and Firelighting for the Cubs and Lamp Post Orienteering 
and a Wide Game in the Park for the Scouts! We are keeping 
fingers crossed for all three Sections to return to the hall in 
September.

Iain Waddell


