
15th September 2020

To reserve a seat for Sunday morning worship 

ring or text   07928 818562  

or email reservations@solihull-methodist.org.uk 

Following the first Sunday morning back in 
the church on 6th September Andrew wrote 
on Facebook,
“Good to be back leading worship.   So good 
to see everyone and experience a real sense 
of fellowship whilst remembering those who 
are restricted or don’t feel able to join us at 
the moment.   God is Good!”
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Dear Friends,

I hope you managed to get a summer break 
and were able to enjoy some time away. I 
was able to spend a few days with my mum 
who lives on the east Lincolnshire coast. It 
was great to be able to catch up after the 
many months of Lockdown and I’m sure 
many of you will have had similar joy in 
being able to meet with relatives once 
more. However, we do have to remain alert 
and still follow the rules  as the virus rate 
begins to rise once more.

So we have begun a new Methodist year –
even if it will take a different shape than 
normal. One of the recent joys for some of 
us was being able to return to our building 
to worship in person for the first time in 6 
months (or more for some of us!). Whilst 
we can’t sing, have to wear a face covering 
and sit 2 metres apart it is still good to be in 
physical fellowship once more. But we 
painfully recognise that we are not able to 
be fully together as the body of Christ and 
remember those who are still having to be 
careful and isolate, as well as friends and 
members who have passed away during 
these last few months.

I guess that sense of jubilation and 
gratitude that some of us experienced on 
that first Sunday back in our building might 
be a dim reflection of how the children of 
Israel must have felt as they returned back 
to their land having spent many years in 
exile and captivity in Babylon.

One of the Psalms that best captures this 
feeling is Psalm 126 – a good psalm for us 
to read as we move into the church season 
of harvest.

It captures something of the 
elation God’s people felt at what 
was happening to them as well as 
their response to his immense goodness to 
them.

Another psalm (137) tells us how emotional 
the people felt regarding Jerusalem and its 
temple: “By the rivers of Babylon we sat 
and wept when we remembered Zion………”

But now in Psalm 126, those tears of 
sadness are turned into tears of Joy as an 
end to the troubles is in sight and all they 
have dreamed of is coming 
true………Jerusalem is in sight once 
more…….

But they are not quite there yet! They may 
be back in Zion, but there is a heck of a lot 
of work to be done – walls to build, 
weeding to be done, seeds to be planted so 
that they can reap a harvest and survive 
now that they are back! And it’s not going 
to be easy! They need to roll up their 
sleeves and get on with the job! Just like we 
have a lot of building and sowing to do to 
establish a new church community here in 
Solihull.

And yes, there will be tears and 
despondency, and questioning……..But 
throughout this psalm one word is written 
all the way down the middle - HOPE!

This hope actually begins by acknowledging 
the hurt and the challenge, and the book of 
psalms is full of this!

it is also recognising that we are not alone 
in all of this - that there are others, and that 
we are in this together, supporting and 
helping each other – using our God given 
talents and abilities for the Good of all.



Minister’s message cont..

Hope involves persevering – even 
when the going get tough and the very 
work of sowing seeds brings us to tears 
and to our knees……(psalm 126 v5-6) … 
Hope is about believing in the 
Goodness and sovereignty of Almighty 
God and having trust and faith that we 
shall get there in the end!  

So we continue to journey on 
celebrating this harvest season in 
hope. Because God is and always will 
be good!

The Psalmist writes: “When the Lord 
brought us back from captivity to Zion, 
we thought we were dreaming”

‘It was too good to be true! To find 
ourselves back where we belong, 
enjoying all that we had hoped for 
after all this time!

God forgiving us! God restoring us!’

As we come back together post 
lockdown, what is it you are dreaming 
for as a church and as individuals? 
What are you giving thanks for?

As we move forward into this new 
Methodist year and this new beginning 
for Solihull Methodist Church 
remember the promise of this psalm: 
“those who sow in tears will reap with 
songs of joy. Those who go out 
weeping shall return with songs of Joy, 
carrying sheaves and a good harvest!”

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton.

Deaths
We are very sorry to announce the death of 
Beverley Horton who had been seriously ill 
for the last few weeks. Her funeral will be 
held at church on Tuesday 15th September 
at 11.30 am.

Space is limited to 30 but, because we 
understand many more friends would have 
liked to attend, a candle can be lit instead as 
a symbol of their presence at the service. If 
you would like to be added to the list for a 
candle, please contact Jeff.
The family request no flowers, but invite 
donations for Cancer Research UK in 
memory of Bev, made to J Deeley and Son 
the Funeral Directors. 

…………………………………….
Laura Yarham has asked that we report that 
her Mum, Gwen Yarham, died very 
peacefully this week.  Laura feels most 
fortunate to have been there to help her 
cross the sacred threshold. Laura says she 
often mentioned to her Mum names of SMC 
members and all the prayers being said for 
them which, she says, her Mum found very 
comforting. Laura was allowed to start 
visiting daily from August 12th, for an hour 
each day, and this time together was  a 
huge gift to them both. Gwen had taught 
her even more about forbearance, patience, 
grace and, mostly, love. Thankyou to 
everyone for all your thoughts and prayers. 
They have been so much appreciated. 
Much love, Laura 

Our thoughts and prayers are with both 
families and their friends. 
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Please congratulate these young people as 
they make new starts in their exciting 
lives.

Post Graduate study and Appointments 
Iona Cameron Iona is just finishing her 
MA thesis on Titus Andronicus and is 
starting work as a Primary School Librarian 
in Birmingham for a year. 
Rebekah Willett Rebekah got a 
distinction in her PGCE and is going to teach 
French and Spanish at a Sheffield Secondary 
School 
Sophie Willett Sophie got a first class 
honours’ degree in Psychology and 
Criminology, and is now going on to do a 
Master’s at Nottingham University 

Gaining degrees 
Morven Cameron Morven is spending the 
next year in industry before returning to 
Nottingham in 2021 for her M.Eng year. She 
is making chocolate with Cargills in 
Worksop. As they make chocolate for 
Thornton’s and Cadbury’s Creme Eggs and 
Magnums the Camerons are enjoying the 
odd tasting session (or two) 
Matthew Garnett Matt gained his AAT 
level 4 this year having graduated last year 
as reported in the Sept 2019 Honours 
Board. He is working as an accountant in 
Birmingham 
Joseph Gilyead Joseph has gained a BA 
with Honours in Politics and International 
Relations from the University of York. He 
has accepted a place to study for an MA in 
Diplomacy at the University of Birmingham.
Naomi Willett Naomi (Stephen and 
Lesley's daughter) gained a first class 

degree in Nursing at the British Columbia 
University, Canada 

Going on from 6th Form 
Owen Aldridge Owen has studied at the 
International School of Geneva and is 
coming to Warwick University studying for 
his BSc in Cyber Security 
Millie Balmer Out in Canada, Millie 
and Sophie graduated this summer from 
Cégep (Collège d'enseignement général et 
professionnel – a 6th form college which 
covers the last year of high school and first 
year of university in Quebec). Millie is 
moving to Waterloo University to study for 
a BEnv in International Development with 
Business 
Sophie Balmer Sophie will be staying in 
Montreal to study at McGill University for a 
BA, majoring in Sociology with two minors 
in Political Science. Due to COVID, both will 
be studying from home for the first 
semester

Senior School to 6th Form 
Harvey Macaulay Harvey will be leaving 
Alderbrook School where he was Head Boy 
and going on to do his A levels at Solihull 
6th Form College studying History, Law and 
Criminology. 
Benjamin Thorn Ben (Handley's) remains 
at Samuel Whitbread Academy, 
Bedfordshire and will move to the sixth 
form to study Art and other subjects. 

Junior School to Secondary School 
Max Beattie Max starts Caldew 
School next week. It is a Senior School in 
Carlisle. 
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Junior School to Secondary School (cont)
Alex Nicol Alex will be going to the 
Academy in Oakley. This school specialises 
in Sports and Arts and will be good for Alex 
playing his cello.
Thomas Nicol Thomas will be going to 
the same Academy in Oakley. The sporting 
side will be especially good for Thomas, 

Oliver Thorn Olly (Handley's) will join 
his brother Ben at Samuel Whitbread 
Academy and will be in the same school 
House. 
Jessica (Willett) Jessica is going up to 
Secondary School at an International 
School in Kuala Lumpur. She is rightly 
proud to be awarded a Certificate for being 

the “most promising, hardworking and 
helpful student” last year 

Primary to Junior 
Honor Godfree Honor is moving up to 
Haslucks Green Junior School 
Alice Spiby Alice is also moving to 
Haslucks Green Junior School. 

Starting School 
Martha Spiby Martha is starting 
Reception at Burman 
Jasmine Woolley Jasmine will be starting 
school at Our Lady of the Wayside school 
having had a practice week in Summer 
school 

The next walk is scheduled for 

Thursday 17th September.

I am planning for a walk starting at 
Earlswood Lakes meeting at one of their 
car parks at 10.00 am. The car park has 
picnic tables close by so, if it is a fine day, 
and you wish to stay for a picnic, please 
bring some food plus a drink for the
coffee break.

Directions for finding car park:

On arrival at Earlswood crossroad by the 
Reservoir Inn, turn into Valley Road. After 
100 yards, at a fork in the road, fork left 
along a single lane road running along the 
reservoir edge.

After 200 yard you are forced to turn left 
to drive between two lakes. Leaving the 
water behind, you will now be in Malt 
House Lane and, after 300/400 yards, 
look out for a sign on the right pointing to 
the car park. This sign is easy to miss 
being low down against a green hedge.

The walk of about 4 miles is easy with no 
stiles and good walking surfaces. Let's 
pray for a sunny day.

Martin Cooke.
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As we enter a new Methodist year together 
in these exceptional times it feels so 
different to the new beginnings that we 
usually experience and celebrate. Some of 
our Churches are looking to re-open for 
worship through this month following 
Government and Methodist guidance with 
shorter services without communal singing 
and extended periods of fellowship. Many of 
our churches are continuing to share in 
prayer and fellowship through phone calls, 
newsletters, WhatsApp groups, emails, 
posted worship sheets, zoom and online 
services.

It was quite an eye-opener to read recently 
that 1 in 4 people in Britain have accessed a 
Christian Service online during the months 
of lockdown. One of the great joys of this 
time of exile from our buildings has been the 
inspirational District Online Worship Live
which has given us a real sense of 
connecting with our sisters and brothers 
around the District in a way we haven’t 
experienced before.

The District Live Worship will be available 
fortnightly from 6th September which you 
can find on Facebook and on YouTube at 

10:30 on a Sunday morning (or watch back 
later). On 6th September it included a 
welcome to those who are beginning new 
ministry in the Birmingham District. Worship 
on the 20th September will be a District 
Youth Service.

On the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month there are a variety of services 
available from our Circuit and Connexion 
that we hope will be helpful for those who 
are continuing to worship online.

The Church at Carrs Lane and Solihull 
Methodist Church both have worship 
available on their websites, and the 
Methodist Church provide Live-streamed 
services from Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster, Wesley’s Chapel London, 
Swan Bank Methodist Church in Burslem
and Sthie (meaning “At home” which is a 
very different worship experience from the 
Isle of Man.

As we continue to pray and worship in a 
variety of imaginative ways, a very Happy 
New Methodist Year to you all!

Alison, Neil and Nick

The Church Life and Mission Committee 
have been reflecting on things we have 
learnt during Lockdown. We considered that 
now would be a good time to pause and 
reflect on the shape and style of Worship 
and Church Life in the future, taking into 
account any positive experiences you might 
have benefitted from during Lockdown. 

As part of our reflections, we have compiled 
a Questionnaire which we are asking 
everyone to complete, either in paper form 
or electronically. If you haven’t received a 
copy with your Messenger please click here
to access your copy.
Please complete and return your 
Questionnaire by 9th October 2020.

Solihull Methodist Church
Reflection on Worship and Church Life Questionnaire
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September is a new year for the Methodist 
community so we pray 

For the Methodist church tentatively 
reopening church buildings
For ministers who have moved to new 
appointments during these changing and 
challenging times
For the connexional team adapting our new 
ways of working. 
That the Methodist people listen deeply to 
You, discern your promptings as you guide 
us from disorientation to reorientation
For children going back to school after such 

a long time and for those starting for the 
first time
For foundation governors, heads, teachers 
and all involved in education
And, as we prepare to adapt to new ways 

of working
May new discoveries be made, aspirations 
raised and dreams nurtured
May our faith in You be deepened, our love 
for You refreshed
And our hope in You be our sufficiency
For the best of all is: God is with us.
Amen

Revd Richard Teal

There will be bins by the church entrance 
for a  collection of non perishable foods to 
go to Helping Hands Foodbank

Monetary donations are also invited to go 
to the Foodbank.   
Cheques should be made out to Solihull 
Methodist Church with Foodbank written 
on the back

Sunday 4th October
10.30 am 

in the church  and also online 
This service will be led by the Greener Church Group.
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Earlier this year, before lockdown, 
the Revd Richard Teal  and his wife 
Sue visited Kenya at the invitation 
of the Methodist Church in Kenya. 
Here, in some extracts from his 
blog, he reveals the inspiring 
stories that have stayed with him 
as he begins his term of office as 
President of the Methodist 
Conference.

A deep respect for the first 
Missionaries
The first missionaries from Great 
Britain were mentioned many 
times during the visit. We had the 
opportunity to visit sites where 
they first came and worked. It was 
these people who brought the 
good news of the gospel to Kenya 
and there was a genuine and deep 
respect for them.

We visited Maseras, where the 
earliest missionaries had settled 
and built a church in 1893. 

The church at Maseras

This was the birthplace of Methodism 
and, on the site, there is also a primary 
and secondary school with a 
Polytechnic. The church is still in use 
and is going to be restored as a 
museum, to reflect the history of the 
place, while a new church is to be built 
to serve the modern age. It was here I 
joined some of the young people of 
the church to visit the poultry project 
they have recently commenced. They 
buy day old chickens and rear them for 
eggs and food.

Worship

I had the opportunity to preach during 
worship on a number of occasions and in very 
different situations ranging from Synod 
worship on the two Sundays where, literally, 
thousands of people of all ages gathered 
together for worship and lasted at least 4.5 
hours on each occasion. The worship was 
inspirational, lively, and inclusive. I also had 
the opportunity to preach at the Connexional
Office in Nairobi where the Connexional staff 
gathered for prayer and worship and again at 
the prayer day at the KEMU University, 
meeting staff afterwards and seeing the 
library which was transported from Wesley 
College Bristol where I was a student.

Between them they have developed a good 
sustainable business to bring finance to the 
community. It is totally self-supporting with the 
young people receiving initial training at the Bio-
Intensive, which I will refer to later. I was asked to 
plant a young tree in nearly every place I visited 
and this was no exception.
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Growth of the Methodist Church in Kenya

In recent years the Methodist Church in Kenya has 
grown from 300,000 members to 900,000 members. It 
was an inspiration to be part of this vibrant growing 
community which had great vision for the future. I 
visited a number of new church buildings and, when I 
asked why they were so large, I was simply told 
‘because they will shortly be full of people’. In every 
place I visited that truth had been realised.

When I enquired why the church had grown at such a 
rate the same answers were repeated. Mission was the 
first priority on every agenda in the church and that 
had in itself turned around the thinking of each church 
community. 
‘Mission Mission, Mission is the core 
business of the church’ was often’ 
quoted. Over and again these values 
were emphasized: evangelism, planting 
congregations, home to home visiting 
in every community, prayer, partnering 
with missionaries who spent time In an 
area, the importance of the Methodist 
University in the life of the country, 
embracing modern worship, 
importance of children and young 
people and how bible studies and 
small groups for discipleship are the 
core to the Growth of the church. 

Arriving for worship

And finally, the importance of  
Connexion supporting local people. 

Alongside the above there has been 
an obvious shift in the Kenyan 
Methodist Church which has 
become more culturally relevant, 
shaking off past traditions and 
becoming contextual in its mission 
and outreach.

An example of this is the reception 
of thousands of people belonging to 
the Masai who have come into 
Methodism in large numbers. I 
visited the church and primary 
school at Narok in Western Kenya. 
The church growth there among the 
Masai had been amazing. The 
church and school are only four 
years old. This mission initiative has 
been sponsored by the Methodist 
Churches of both Korea and Great 
Britain. It was here that I was made 
a Masai leader in the middle of the 
act of worship and was prayed over 
by a Masai Christian Elder.

I have just become a Masai Leader
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Technology continues to amaze. I have 
just noticed several PEL solar powered 
litter bins in Brueton Park. Similar bins 
have been tested before but now seem to 
be in commercial production. 

But why solar power? For 2 reasons. First 
the panels in the top generate enough 
power to regularly compact the contents. 
Empty plastic bottles, for example, 
contain a lot of air and take up a lot of 
space which is why refuse trucks squash 
everything down as they do their rounds.  

In the same way these PEL bins can hold 
much more litter in the same space 
(around 8 times). This means the refuse 
trucks don’t have to travel so far to collect 
the same amount. 

The second reason is that the bin has 
sensors which detect how full it is and can 
then signal its location to the collection 
team when ready to be emptied.  This 
saves unnecessary journeys. The software 
also allows collection routes to be 
planned so reducing the distance, cost 
and fuel needed.

No Church Recycling Yet

Further to the note re recycling in the last 

Messenger, no recycling is possible yet 

under the Covid restrictions, in either the 

Church vestibule or hall foyer. 

My apologies.

A personal statement

I deplore the actions of the so-called 

environmental group, Extinction 

Rebellion. I believe some of their actions 

go way beyond legitimate limits of 

protest. Many claims are unfair and 

several have already had to be removed 

from their publicity. Worst of all, they risk 

tarring all ‘green’ groups with the same 

fanatical brush and losing what has been 

growing support.

Richard Balmer10

Solar Powered Litter Bins?



Universities are preparing to receive the new 
intake of students in unprecedented 
circumstances this autumn. While students 
will be arriving to their new towns and cities 
and getting to know their fellow housemates, 
social distancing will continue to be important 
and the pubs, clubs and student societies - all 
opportunities for getting to know fellow 
students - will look very different this year. 
Most universities will be using a blended 
learning system with lectures online, zoom 
meetings with fellow students and just a few 
face-to-face tutor groups set up, in order to 
minimise the chances of outbreaks of Covid-19 
in university settings. University will be a very 
different experience for the 2020 Fresher and 
there will inevitably be disappointment and 
grief over the loss of what was expected from 
their first year at university.

Chaplaincies and universities are working hard 
to ensure that the university experience is still 
a good one for students and are looking to 
provide opportunities for community, to 
enable students to connect with like-minded 
folks and be supported in these strange times. 
There will be plenty of online events for 
students to get to know their fellow course 
mates and tutors. Freshers fairs will largely be 
online and students will be able to engage in 
events from the comfort of their own room. It 
will be important for students to engage with 
the online enrolment and opportunities to 
gather information about their new learning 
environment as they start out on this new 
phase of their academic career. This will help 
students to feel more confident that they 
know who to contact to ask a question or get 
specific support because they will know the 
services that are available from their 
university.

At Cardiff University Chaplaincy, we will 
continue hosting our regular worship 

opportunities (in the chapel while we can and 
also streaming services to our social media) 
along with our socials and chaplaincy talks 
which will all happen via zoom. We will 
continue our drop-in sessions, offering a 
socially distanced face-to-face chat, and hope 
that students looking for a chance to alleviate 
loneliness and isolation will find their way to 
us. We are also starting a Chaplaincy ‘Walk 
and Talk’ with a stroll around Bute Park in 
Cardiff, and an opportunity to chat with others 
for half an hour or so while walking my dogs 
(Dave, an 8 year old Beagle and Ianto, a puppy 
Cocker Spaniel). Pet therapy can be really 
good for students who are missing home and I 
hope that the addition of the puppy will be an 
added attraction and distraction!

University is a chance for young people to 
explore more about themselves and to 
continue to discover who God has created 
them to be. That needn’t change because of 
the circumstances we now find ourselves in. 
University is, of course, about learning more 
about their chosen subject, but it can also be 
an opportunity to grow in spirituality and faith 
in God. Engaging with the community of faith, 
whether that be their fellow Christian 
students, the chaplaincy or a local church, can 
enrich the university experience and ensure 
that it is a very rewarding and transforming 
one.

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing 
and perfect will.” Romans 12:2

Rev Delyth Liddell,
Coordinating Chaplain
at Cardiff University

11



Iain Waddell’s  father Robert (Bertie) Waddell 
served with the Royal Navy on Mine Sweepers 
and Destroyers in the Pacific and was the first 
representative of the British Navy to land in 
Singapore for the Japanese surrender, where he 
acted as British Naval Liaison Officer to help 
draw up the terms of surrender. 
He wrote the letter below immediately 
following the surrender describing his 
experiences. This letter along with a photo is 
now safely lodged in the Imperial War Museum 
in London. 

Japanese Naval H.Q. ,Singapore Naval Base 
11th Sept.1945 

Dear Mother, 

At last I have a chance to write to you. 
I have been British Naval Liaison Officer here 
for the past five days – definitely the most 
interesting and revealing experience of my 
life. 
My first job on Singapore Island was to move 
60 Japanese ships from the commercial 
harbour to make way for Indian Army 
landing barges. I was actually the first 
representative of the Navy to land in 
Singapore – followed by trusty sailors with 
Tommy guns.  Round in the Naval Base Area 
I was the first ashore (unarmed this time and 
dressed in my ‘special occasion’ white suit) to 
meet representatives of the Japanese Navy. 
(The Naval Base is about 45 miles from the 
commercial docks of the city of Singapore). 
On the day of arrival I was immediately 
established in Japanese H.Q. where I have 
since spent about 16 hours a day working 
with the staff of the Japanese Admiral; 
eating Japanese food and trying to think like 
our erstwhile enemies.  
I must say I have never been more staggered 
in my life. I could never hope to meet again 

anywhere a more genuine, charming and co-
operative crowd of men. They handed over 
the docks as a going concern and they have 
all been working as hard as us and they have 
gone to untold trouble to give us completely 
detailed information of everything. My job 
has been to co-ordinate all our own depts. 
through the Japanese. They have been most 
appreciative of my efforts and the second 
day I was there I received from two officers –
a magnificent camera and a pair of 
binoculars (total value probably £500!!)-
The Japanese Admiral refused to hand over 
to anyone except the British Navy; he said he 
would fight to the end against the British 
Army (funnily enough I can now understand 
his outlook perfectly). Anyhow Rotherham’s 
ships’ officers took over the Dockyard, the 
Captain doing an Admiral’s job, most of our 
Lieuts. doing Commander’s jobs and me 
probably a four-stripes!! 
I don’t know how long I shall be here, mother 
– not more than a few weeks though. Then I 
hope to get home. Anyhow continue to 
address all letters to ‘Rotherham’. 
Well I really must get to sleep as I am dead 
tired. 
Love to all. 
Ever yours, 
Bertie. 

VJ Day Memory
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Solihull Council issued this statement last 
week as the number of covid cases were 
rising in Birmingham and Solihull.   Things 
have  moved on and now new restrictions 
are coming into force from Tuesday 15th

September .

Solihull Council has expressed concern 
about a spike in Covid-19 cases across the 
borough.

Since the Bank Holiday weekend, Solihull’s 
rates have increased from a 7 day rate of 
7.8 per 100,000 to 35.4 for the 7 days to 
Friday 4th September.

Solihull’s Director of Public Health, Ruth 
Tennant said: “This recent spike is a wake-
up call to us all that this virus has not gone 
away. It has been a long year and I know 
how important it is for people to meet up 
with friends and family and get back to 
something that feels a bit more normal.

“But as this sharp increase has shown, 
Covid-19 is very much still with us. 
Without rapid action, it will continue to 

spread and our numbers will rise. I’ve 
spoken to people who have been shielding 
for many months and who are anxious 
about leaving their house and older 
people who are worried about being 
exposed to the virus. We also want our 
children to be in school and getting back 
into a normal routine. They all need us to 
do what we can to contain this virus.

Ruth continued: “Many residents have 
told me they want to do the right thing 
but they’re confused about what the 
guidance means. I use a simple rule of 
thumb which is to act as if the person next 
to you has something you don’t want to 
catch. The more people you mix with in 
different places, the more you increase 
your risk of catching and spreading Covid-
19.

“If we apply this rule all the time, we’ll 
reduce the risk that we need to take 
tougher and more restrictive measures 
across the borough.”

Solihull Council’s concern over 
Covid cases
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Prayers
If you have any specific prayer 
requests, we have a dedicated 

email address to send them to:-

prayers@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a 

team of people who will offer 
prayers for the specific situations.

The Wednesday 
prayer group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles for 

details.

Tuesday Morning 
Communion 

Service
9.30 am

This will be held in the 
church and not the 

Margaret Wharam room

Sunday Morning Services

Preachers

10.30 am in the church Online service

20th Sept Diane Webb Joy Wadsworth

27th Sept
Holy 
Communion

Revd Andrew Orton
Jonny Bell

Revd Peter Bates
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team
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Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator
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Your Church reopening working group 
undertook to provide feedback from the 
first religious service held in the Church 
under the Coronavirus guidance. 

Good News – everything worked well and 
we had a full house. The booking system 
worked well. In the event there were three 
who had booked but did not arrive but this 
was offset by two persons who had not 
booked and we were able to accommodate. 
We did learn some lessons to implement 
going forward.  

We have gathered some lessons learned 
from a number of participants and 
observers.    There are a number of themes 
coming out namely:

• It is difficult to maintain social 
distancing whilst trying to seat 
everyone so we will look at whether 
people can seat themselves safely 
(there will always be some needing 
assistance)

• The booking of places, allocation of 
places and escorting people to the 
right place is a major task and we will 
get better with practice

• There is a need to be more direct in 
giving the congregation information 
on what is happening, e.g. 
arrangements for exiting the building 
by invitation rather than relying on 
safety messages seen at the start.

Perhaps most importantly of all, no one 
from the congregation has said that they 
felt unsafe.

We are indebted to the 20+ people who 
have already volunteered to be Worship 
Stewards. They were trained in two 
sessions. 

Tuesday Communion was held on 8th

September and this went well. It was a 
useful precursor to Holy Communion as part 
of the main service.

Whilst writing we can report that bookings 
for the Community Centre are building up 
with Risk Assessments being received and 
reviewed on your behalf. The latest partial 
lockdown has resulted in at least two 
cancellations from new groups. However we 
are open for business and to support the 
Community.

If you require further information or have 
any comments to add please email 
covid19@solihull-methodist.org.uk

Howard Staight
On behalf of the Church Reopening Team
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