
1st September 2020

Many will know that this story began over 3 
years ago when Chris and Derek Giles visited 
Mike Crockett, our former minister, in Cape 
Town. Mike had taken them into the 
Hanover Park gangland area to an amazing 
Pentecostal church with an outstanding 
Pastor, Craven Engel. The church had gained 
the trust, not only of the community but the 
gang leaders themselves. With commitment, 
enormous courage and technology the 
Church had was reducing gang violence and 
death.

They also saw the vital complementary work 

rehabilitating former gangsters at the one-
time abandoned community centre called 
Camp Joy. The staff had done their best to 
improve it but the washrooms were 
absolutely dire. 

It was in February 2019 that the Church 
Council agreed to see if the 2019/20 Church 
Project could raise enough money to sort out 
the washrooms. From last September, as the 
congregation learnt about Camp Joy and the 
inspiring work there, their full hearted and 
generous support grew. 

cont..

Camp Joy residents and staff singing their thanks in a video



As a result, even before the lockdown, £11,000 
had been raised, enough for all the work!  
Contracts were let in May and the work is now 
finished! The Camp Joy staff are delighted as 
you can see; those being helped are delighted; 
and the whole Church here should be delighted 
too.   With God’s inspiration within us, how 
much can be achieved!

Thank you, thank you, everyone
Camp Joy Project Team  

PS   There remains other needed work at Camp 
Joy. The Church Council has agreed that, if the 
lockdown restrictions ease, the 3 missed events 
this year can be held in 2021 to help fund that 
work. 

Mike, Martina and Craven in the newly 
refurbished entrance hall

The dire showers before refurbishment Mike entering the new shower cubicle

New disabled toilet
Martina pointing out the new mirrors 

over the washbasins
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Action for Children boxes

Arrangements for collection of these boxes 
are slightly different this year.
Please could all box holders contact Ros 
Hopkins and she will arrange to pick up the 
box from your home.
If she doesn’t hear from you then she will 
assume that you are happy to leave it until 
this time next year.

Ros Hopkins

Tuesday morning
Holy Communion 

will re-start at 9.30am 
on Tuesday September 8th

For social distancing, we will be meeting 
in the church instead of the Margaret 
Wareham Room and entrance to the 
church will only be available through the 
main door. 

Liz Pickles has a number of jigsaw 
puzzles that they have completed and 
so has her mother in law over 
lockdown. Normally she would pass 
them on to a charity but is unable to do 
this at present. 

Any puzzle addicts interested? Give Liz 
a call.

Engagement

Congratulations to Megan Hague and 
Michael Russell on their engagement.

CC BY-SA
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Sandra’s the head gardener in our 
household. The variety and colour of 
flowers and foliage, which have given us so 
much pleasure over the last number of 
months, are largely down to her. My jobs 
are to look after the hedges and the grass, 
to do any necessary heavy lifting and to 
nurture whatever tomatoes we have. Most 
especially I’m also in charge of the roses.  
Pride of place in the south-west corner of 
our patch goes to a rose named “Lady 
Marmalade”. I like it, not just for its name 
which reminds me of breakfast, but also for 
its tangerine coloured flowers which just 
keep on coming. It has, however, one 
drawback. Its thorns are plentiful and 
vicious.

It was J.M. Barrie who wrote “God gave us 
memory so that we might have roses in 
December.” When it has been a bit harder 
to get out and about you may, like me, have 
done a little sorting of old photos. For the 
most part the memories which they evoke 
bring a smile. If you’re on Facebook you 
may also have received reminders of those 
happy photos you posted this time last 
year, or a few years ago.  Like the flower 

and the scent of a rose they 
bring us much pleasure.  But 
roses have thorns as well as 
flowers. Some memories, arising unbidden, 
can have a jagged edge which pricks at our 
conscience or scratches painfully at our 
emotions.   

Revd Margaret Cundiff, writing in a little 
book which MHA produced a few years ago, 
reflects helpfully on this. She writes: 

“Memory is a wonderful thing, there is 
so much to be enjoyed, mulled over and 
shared. Yet there are also things we 
would probably rather not remember, 
the failures and sadnesses, the ‘if onlys’, 
but they too are part of the bunch of 
roses of remembrance.  What matters is 
the way we see and deal with unhappy 
memories. True wisdom…comes from 
being thankful for all the good things, 
the blessings, the positive experiences, 
and at the same time learning from our 
mistakes. And being able to place in 
God’s hands those things which still 
haunt us, cause us hurt or regret, 
knowing God understands, forgives and 
heals, and will give us grace to live 
thankfully and wisely each new day”

My prayer for you is that you will know the 
love and mercy which God gladly offers you. 
God has been with us in all the varied past. 
God is with us now, and God will still be 
with us even as we go into the uncertain 
future.

By the way, has anyone got hints on how to 
deal with the clover in my grass?

Donald



Life Group  After 16 Zoom sessions, the 
recent meeting in August was very special 
as our Life Group family met face to face 
for the first time - at a social distance of 
course! We met at our usual venue at Ian 
and Abi’s, but this time we were outside 
their home in their wonderful front garden 
- Shirley Park. 
There were 34 of us in total, including 12 
very excited youngsters who simply picked 
up where they left off and played happily in 
the vast expanse of park. The rest of us got 
on with the serious business of catching up 
with news. 
There was lots to share, concerns and joys. 
Our star turn was Tina Brooker, and her 
dog got more cuddles than she had had in a 
long time. We all loved catching up with 
her news. The next serious business was of 
course the picnic. 
Wonder of wonders, it stayed fine all 
afternoon until a few drops of rain 
heralded home time. We had such fun, 
thank you Lord! 
Chris Giles

Innes housegroup has been corresponding 
since the start of the lockdown.  Most 
recently they have concentrated on favourite 
Bible passages. 
Peter Handley set the ball rolling, with his 
suggestion that we should continue with 1 
Corinthians Chapter 13 after doing Chapter 
12. He wrote: ‘It is one of the most glorious 
passages in the whole Bible, with Paul 
consciously or unconsciously drawing a 
portrait of Jesus Himself’. 
During August they had a 3-week break. 

Banks housegroup have been taking it in 
turns to lead reflections  on Zoom.   They  
recently discussed the reopening of the 
church. Responses included the need to 
witness to knowledge and faith in Jesus, to 
family in the first instance and then to 
friends and neighbours. (Don’t send your 
children to Sunday school bring them). 
Also the need to worship, to be part of a 
worshipping community which in turn 
nourishes our own spirits. 
It will be difficult with the ‘new normal’ 
but we have to start somewhere. It is 
important to build people up within the 
Christian community. 
Zoom is not the same as meeting people 
and some people are not able to meet 
online. So they are all looking forward to 
getting back to normal despite knowing 
there are difficulties with interim 
arrangements. 

Fitter housegroup has been having 
regular Zoom sessions on Wednesday 
afternoons.   Everyone gives an update of 
their week and discusses topics of 
interest that have caught their eye in the 
news.   The discussions have been very 
wide ranging from nature and wildlife to 
wood shortages in Canada, future of 
cathedral choirs, the BBC’s decision 
about the Proms etc.

CC BY-NC
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Recycling Your Bicycles

My school in Portsmouth was near the 
Dockyard. Every so often I would see the 
gates open at the end of the working day 
and a ‘river’ of men ‘flow’ from the gates 
on their bikes.  They took the whole road 
until turning off in different directions to 
their homes. Those days are no more but 
the bicycle remains the most energy 
efficient mode of transport yet invented 
and, with less traffic in the first months of 
lockdown, there has been a resurgence. 

Cycling, of course, is not attractive in wet, 
windy or icy weather and one cannot carry 
great loads. But the main deterrent is not 
this, but safety. Residential roads are 
usually safe but main roads frequently not. 
Potential cyclists are therefore deterred if 
they cannot avoid a stretch 

of main road when seeking to get from A to 
B.

So we should be urging our councillors to 
look at making cycling safer. Cycling on 
lightly used footpaths could work if signing 
made clear pedestrians have right of way. 
Otherwise new cycle paths or lanes need to 
be found if we are to reduce the global 
warming and pollution from traffic. 

In the meantime, those bikes which are no 
longer needed can be recycled to new 
owners. ‘Mike the Bike’ will overhaul them, 
ensure they are safe and find them a new 
home. Richard Balmer/Greener Church 
Group

See below a 45 year old bike which has just 
gone to Mike to get ready for a new owner



Paul the Apostle on two occasions said that 
doors had been opened to him to share the 
Gospel.  “A great door for effective work has 
opened to me (1 Corinthians 16:9) and “I 
found that the Lord had opened a door for 
me” (2 Corinthians 2:12).  We need to 
realise that likewise God is opening doors 
for us through chaplaincy to be ‘salt’ and 
‘light’ in the communities where we live and 
work.

For a number of years effective doors have 
continued to be opened for Christians to 
engage through a plethora of chaplaincy 
opportunities that include the Police, the 
Prison Service, the NHS, the Fire Service and 
Town Centre Chaplaincy just to mention a 
few.

The door opened for me to get involved in 
Police Chaplaincy in 1992 in Hackney, East 
London when I was invited to a Clergy/ 
Police meeting to discuss and tackle 

together some of the problems in the 
Hackney area.  At that meeting one of the 
Superintendents arranged for me to visit the 
local Police Station and suggested a late 
evening/early morning tour around the 
streets of Hackney in one of the patrol cars. I 
must admit that I probably learnt more 
about Hackney and its problems on that 
patrol than I had done all the months I had 
previously lived there and worked as a 
church Pastor.  In both the patrol car, and in 
the canteen later on, in their break, I was 
able in some small way able to understand 
some of the stresses involved in modern day 
policing.

From that one visit I was invited to take on 
the voluntary chaplain’s role for the 
Hackney Borough Police.  Which I learnt 
later was from the recommendations of the 
Police Officers themselves!

Some of the Police Chaplains/Faith Advisors at a meeting in 2011 with the 
then Chief Constable Chris Simms as the team was starting to grow. 
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When we moved to Birmingham to take on the 
pastorate at Hockley Pentecostal Church (now 
Life Community Church) in 2002 I was invited 
to continue my voluntary Police Chaplains role 
and I continued doing that in a voluntary 
capacity until I was invited to take on the role 
of Force Lead Chaplain on a part-time basis in 
2008.

Recognising that one person with a few helpers 
cannot adequately cover the welfare of over 
10,000 people I set about developing a 
Chaplaincy/Faith Advisor team that now in 
2020 has grown to a team of 65 voluntary 
Chaplains and 20 Faith Advisors covering all the 
areas and departments of the West Midlands 
Police.  In 2014 we were awarded by West 
Midlands Police the ‘Diamond Award’ for the 
team of the year and I came in the top four for 
the National Excellence in Diversity Awards 
2015 and received the ‘Certificate of Excellence 
for Life time achievement’.  In 2019 I was 
awarded in the Queen’s Birthday Honours with 
the BEM (British Empire Medal) and look 
forward to going to Buckingham Palace in May 
2021.  Whilst we don’t do our ministries for 
awards it is an honour to receive recognition 
for our work and I give God the glory for it all.  

We all need to build relationships with those 
outside the four walls of our church buildings 
and Police Chaplaincy for me has done that.  
Who knows Police Chaplaincy or some other 
area of Chaplaincy may be the link that helps 
you to positively change people’s lives through 
this ‘effective door that has opened up to us’?

Rev John W Butcher BEM

We have said to you how good it is 
being with people over Zoom. Not as 
good as actually being with them of 
course but great for keeping in touch. 

I don’t do technology – but I do use a 
landline telephone. So, is it for me? 

Yes it is 

If a meeting of any kind has 
a) a meeting ID, and 
b) a passcode, 

then a Zoom session can be joined by 
phone. No-one can see you and you 
cannot see anyone else of course, but 
conversation is two-way or however 
many there are. 

How? 
1. Get the meeting ID and passcode 
from the person who set the meeting up 
2. Dial 0203 481 5240 A voice then tells 
me I am in Zoom and how to proceed. 
3. Enter the meeting I.D.or identity 
when asked, then press # 
4. As a participant, not the host, press # 
again. 
5. Enter the passcode when asked. 
6. Await entry indicated by the host. 

Magic – it works!! 
Thanks to the Acocks Green new email 
news 
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Do you have any treasured memories, 
featuring a bicycle? Perhaps you enjoyed 
helping your child take their first, wobbly 
bike ride with the stabilisers off. Perhaps 
you love the thrill of watching bicycles 
whizz round the velodrome when 
catching the Olympics on TV. Or perhaps 
you’re a keen cyclist yourself, and know 
with great familiarity the thrill of life on 
two wheels.

For communities living in rural Uganda, 
bicycles are more than a mode of 
transport – they’re a vital tool to help 
break the cycle of poverty.

Nawalat is a young girl living in Butagaya, 
Uganda. For her, every day can be a 
challenge. She dreams of becoming a 
nurse – but her journey to school is long 
and difficult, and as the eldest child, she 
must help her widowed mother and 
younger siblings at home.

Young girls like Nawalat have the 
potential they need to break the cycle of 
poverty. Through your support, one of 
the local partners All We Can works with 
in Uganda has helped her to access a 
bicycle – and now, she can take her 
future into her own hands.

Nawalat’s two-hour walk to school, and 
the risks she faced along the way, meant 
she arrived late, and was turned away 
from class. Now she cycles, she’s there 
on time, every day – and she can help 
with chores at home as well. Her dream 
of becoming a nurse has been made 
possible, thanks to her bicycle.

‘I feel good, because with the bike I am 
able to reach school in time’ said 
Nawalat. ‘I am no longer a victim of late 
coming. I have enough time to settle 
down and read my books… I feel relieved 
with the bike

9



10

Prayers
If you have any specific prayer 
requests, we have a dedicated 

email address to send them to:-

prayers@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a 

team of people who will offer 
prayers for the specific situations.

Online Worship

Solihull Methodist service
There will also be an online 
version of the service held in the 
church each Sunday.   This can be 
accessed from the front page of 
the church website at any time.  

District service
Every Sunday at 10.30 am the 
District stream a live service via 
Facebook.   It can be watched live 
or can also be watched later from 
the district Facebook page.

The Wednesday 
prayer group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. If you 
would like to join in, please contact 

Chris Giles for details.
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

The stewards can confirm that the church 
will re-open for worship on

Sunday 6th September at 10.30am. 

Many thanks to all those who have 
indicated that they would like to attend.   

As you already know, the number of 
people that we can allow into the building 
will be limited to ensure appropriate social 
distancing. Therefore, we are asking that 
people reserve a place in advance of the 
service.  This will enable us to arrange the 
seats appropriately.  It also means, of 
course that some people may not be able 
to secure seats for the first service.  We 
ask you all to be patient and understanding 
whilst we wrestle with this difficult 
problem.  We may need to have two 
Sunday services in future.  The Tuesday 
communion service is another possible 
alternative.

For the first service we will be taking 
reservations between mid-day on Monday, 
31st August to mid-day on Friday, 4th

September.  Similar arrangements will 
continue for all services for the time being 
with reservations being taken between 
Monday and Friday for the following 
Sunday service.  A dedicated telephone 
number or email address where messages 
about reservations can be left, are being 
used.  They are:-

07928 818562  or

reservations@solihull-
methodist.org.uk 

We will ask you for the following 
information.*

• Your name and the names of those 
attending with you.

• A contact telephone number and/or 
email address for all of those 
attending.

This information is needed for ‘test and 
trace’ purposes.  If this information is not 
given, you may not be able to attend.  This 
information will be stored following GDPR 
and will be destroyed after 21 days. Only 
those within your ‘social bubble’ should be 
included.  If you are unsure what this 
means, please ask and someone will get 
back to you.

More details about protocols and 
procedures when attending church will be 
available later but, clearly, things will be 
very different for a while.  Most notable 
will be that there will be no transport rota 
or refreshments following the service. 

Stewards


