15th October 2020

We were not able to join together in
decorating the church for harvest this year
so Margaret Rumens designed this harvest
Basket for us
All plant material was from her garden and
the Bensons. It was chosen for its
autumn colour. It included tributes to
other harvests of fruit and coal.
A basket of plenty at a time when most of
us want to cut it down for the green bin!
Thank you Margaret, for brightening up
the church.

We were able to take 49 items , mostly
tins to the Helping Hands Foodbank..
£620 (plus Gift Aid) was also raised for the
foodbank.
That was amazing!
Thank you for your support and
generosity

Here are 5 representations of God that were
used in the morning service on Sunday 11th
October.
I encourage you to look at them and think
about what they may be expressing about God.
I also encourage you to think about them and
see what reaction or emotion they conjure up.
Explore any unease that is brought up with
God in prayer and try to work out why they
may be uncomfortable; equally, if they are
comfortable for you, explore why this is in
prayer.
Two questions to ponder: could we begin to
use these and other images in worship on a
regular basis? And, what impact would this
have on our worship as a community?
Jonny Bell

Attributed to Jörg Ratgeb (German, ca. 1480–
1526), The Last Supper, 1505–10. Oil on panel,
38 7/10 × 36 in. (98.5 × 91.5 cm). Boijmans van
Beuningen Museum, Rotterdam, Netherlands.

William Blake, The Four and Twenty Elders
Casting their Crowns before the Divine
Throne (1803-1805) drawing on paper

https://fac.umass.edu/Online/default.asp?BOpa
ram::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=Christia
n&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id
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Harmonia Rosales, “The Harvest”
(2018), oil on linen and gold leaf

Jyoti Sahi (Indian, 1944–), Thy Kingdom
Come. Oil on canvas

Dear Friends,
You will be aware that since I joined the
Circuit 13 months ago, I have been
struggling with a recurrent Neurological
illness. This latest relapse has made me
realise that I no longer have the strength
and energy to carry on in a full-time
appointment in the Methodist Church and
will therefore be seeking ill health
retirement.

this short period and I wish you well as you
continue to seek God’s will and direction
during these new, strange and challenging
times. No doubt the Circuit Leadership will
be in touch to keep you up to date with
what shape ministry will take for you in the
future.
Thank you for all your support, prayers
and good wishes for Carl and myself over
these past few months. Hopefully we will
still get opportunity to share friendship
and fellowship with you all once again
before we physically move on to wherever
we may end up.
Every Blessing,
Revd Andrew Orton.

I realise that this will come as a shock and
disappointment to you as we were just
beginning to get to know one another but
hope you understand that I must now put
my health and well-being first. It has been
a joy and a privilege to be your minister for
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Unfortunately in the current circumstances we will not be
able to hold a JMA Celebration in church this year.
Thank you to Ben Hunt, Saskia Hunt, Charlotte Spiby, Alice
Spiby, Star Ehiogu, Aurelia Ehiogu, Freddie Stafford and
William Stafford who between them raised £560 including
gift aid. Also to the people who have generously given
them money each month or week.
Obviously we cannot run JMA in the same way this year. If
you give money to the children and would like to continue
please contact either Helen Banks or Jane Weatherup who
will be able to give you the bank details for bank transfers.
We would also welcome one off donations from anyone
who would like to support the work of JMA.

While it has been decided not
to collect and store boxes in
church, a number of you may
still wish to fill some boxes
individually. There is scope
for a few to make up boxes as
usual and many may have
knitted hats for them.... and
they still can be collected.
Jenni has a supply of
shoeboxes and she will
deliver them to any who
would like one. Please contact
Jenni Kitson

Since August, the Chow team (Church
reopening working grup) have been helping
groups to find safe ways to return to the
Community Centre. The users have to
submit Risk Assessments, which is a
challenge for many people, as is sitting 2m
apart with a mask on. Despite this, a
number of groups have had permission to
start but sadly in the last few weeks have
changed their minds due to the
local special measures.
However, we are very pleased to welcome
back our Thursday Tai Chi Group, a new
Drama Tots Group and this week Sam
Faulkner's Smart 11+, which helps children
pass entrance exams.
The picture is from the Smart
11+ Facebook page and thanks parents for
their support in returning their children.

Sam says it is also to thank the church for
working so hard to give them a place to teach.
We really need groups like this to keep our
premises going.
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Congratulations
Rachel Banks recently passed her Grade 8 clarinet
exam with merit. Rachel was due to take the exam on
31st March. After it was cancelled, she managed to
keep up her pieces and take a new style exam in
August. It had to be recorded at home and sent to
ABRSM for assessment.
Helen Banks

Congratulations
Saskia has been chosen to be head girl of St
Margaret's School.

Revd Derek Shaw
Please pray for Derek. He has been diagnosed
with incurable cancer in his lungs and brain.

Phoebe Parkin became the new Methodist Youth
President in a welcome service at Wellington
Methodist, Telford, on 13th September. The
socially distanced service was live streamed across
the internet.
The Methodist Youth President is a salaried
position, working full-time for one year, normally
with a lot of travel but, due to the pandemic,
Phoebe will be carrying out her duties in other
ways, such as through the recently launched
3Generate 365 which replaces the annual, physical
Children and Youth Assembly with online and local Phoebe’s theme for her year in office will
activities for the year.
be God’s World, Our Home. This will focus
“I’m really looking forward to meeting new people on how children and young people can
and helping to build God’s Kingdom. I am excited take the lead in helping the Church to
to start this new chapter of my faith journey. While tackle the climate crisis, spiritually,
theologically and practically, supporting
it is unclear when I’ll be able to travel, I am still
the work that is already going on in local
able to engage with children and young people,
churches and exploring how this could be
whether that’s through Zoom, social media or
used across the wider Church.
email.
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Thank you
I have had a number of members of
the Church and passers-by coming and
going to the Railway Station remarking
how good the gardens of the Church
look.
I must thank the members of the
church who have volunteered and have
spent their time at the church doing
jobs to make it look pretty. One of the
biggest jobs has always been weeding
and getting onto your knees to remove
weeds large and small.
Bean pods
I do hope that those members and
visitors to church who purchased
Runner Bean and Dwarf Bean plants
last April and May have had a good
crop. I still have a number of bean
pods to pick over the next two to three
weeks. When you feel that you have
picked all the pods fit for eating, please
do not throw all the overgrown pods
away. Leave the Pods on the Bean
Plant to dry out. When they have dried
out I shall be pleased to receive them
from you ready to plant for next year.

Plant Pots

The area under the birch trees is still
colourful in the autumn

If you have any Plant Pots, of approximately 7 inches
in diameter, or troughs I shall be pleased to receive
them before March 2021
I am already thinking about Christian Aid for 2021.
We raised over £800 last year.
Peter Stoakley

.
As you will be aware Soupa Talks has not
started meeting this autumn because of the
coronavirus restrictions. However before
the lockdown we booked a Christmas Lunch
at the Old Sils for Wednesday 9th December.
The Old Sils are hoping that this can still go
ahead although numbers will have to be
reduced and everyone will have to sit at
tables of 6.

It may still have to be cancelled at the last
minute if the Government bring in new
regulations..
The cost of the lunch will be £25 and the
menus should be available shortly.
If anyone from Soupa Talks or the church
would like to book a place please contact Sue
Balmer.
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Planning for the annual Church Family
Christmas Card is starting early this year.
Due to the pandemic the card will be sent
electronically when possible with printed
cards for those receiving a paper copy of the
Messenger.

are unable to
get to church at the moment,
donations can be sent to Karen.
CC BY-SA
Donations can be as large or small as you
wish and can be gift aided. Make cheques
payable to Solihull Methodist Church, please.
This year proceeds will support the Sweet
Project, which supports deprived families in
Birmingham. Details can be found at
www.sweetproject.co.uk In previous years
toys from the annual Toy Service have been
sent to Sweet.

If you would like to send Christmas greetings
to others in the Church Family please let
Karen Handford have the names of your
family you wish to be noted in the card, by
Sunday November 22nd at the latest. This
can be done by completing the details on the
envelope which will be on the chairs in
church from Sunday 25th October and left in
the offertory box by the Fire Exit doors. If you

Karen Handford

bacteria are used to clean our sewage before
it goes to a river or sea. Now, in a recent
Times article, we learn that a good bacterium
can produce 2 chemical enzymes (an enzyme
is a catalyst which enables and accelerates
chemical reactions) which, combined, can
‘eat’ or, strictly speaking, break down PET.
PET is one of the most common forms of
plastic used for things like bottles of water. A
process which enables this to be done
commercially is still in development, but a
window of opportunity has been opened.

Plastic Eating Bugs?
Many of us have little idea about the power
and importance of bacteria. If we think of
them at all it is the negative, dangerous to
health. Nor it is just health. I recall being
astonished to discover that bacteria were
eating away the concrete columns holding up
a jetty at my sailing club. But there are ‘good’
bacteria’ as well as bad. We rely on good
bacteria in our stomachs. Good bacteria are
essential to converting nutrients in the soil to
a form that can be extracted by plants. Good

Please hold on to Unwanted
Spectacles
The Vision Aid retrieval of spectacles for
measurement and onward use in Africa and
India has become another casualty of the
Covid pandemic. Can you please hold on to
your unwanted pairs.
Richard Balmer/Greener Church group
CC BY-SA
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This year's pandemic has challenged the Church
and its members, plus those who have 'discovered'
us for the first time and want to get to know us
better as we adjust to the new ways of doing
things. For a lot of us online communication has
helped with meeting these challenges, and we are
continuing to improve.
A core team has been helping record and assemble
the services and these have proved popular for
those not yet worshipping with us on Sunday. We
work developing this, and tasks covering
urgently need to grow the team and we are
preparation & operating the camera
appealing for help with different tasks to enable
during the service.
members with all levels of online/digital skills to
'play their part'. As it is 'digital', a lot of tasks can ➢ PowerPoint and projection - we still
be carried out online in your own home, which
need to deliver the screen images
may suit some. We can split/combine tasks to
and videos on Sunday mornings and
enable you to contribute at any level.
the team need to replace the
members now covering the other
Some of the areas we need you to help with
roles.
are:
➢ Video editing: assembling pre-recorded
Please get in touch and we can discuss
video clips into the online service, and
how you can help, point you to training if
recording and editing the Sunday morning
you want to develop those new digital
service. We have used a tool on a standard
skills and amaze your friends!!
laptop, and with good access to the
Please contact Pete Austin if you can
internet. If you have these, you could help.
help.
➢ We plan to broadcast the Sunday morning
service live online, so there will be new
18th October

Revd Donald Ker
Holy Communion

25th October

Revd Peter Bates

1st November

Revd Donald Ker

8th November
Remembrance
Sunday

Revd Donald Ker

Future Church Services
To reserve a seat for Sunday morning
service
ring or text 07928 818562
or email reservations@solihullmethodist.org.uk
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How often the most profound thoughts come
from young people. Joyce Knight was sent
these from a group of 4 to 8 year-olds,

and just listen.' Bobby - age 7

•

• 'When my grandma got arthritis, she
couldn't bend over and paint her toenails
anymore. So my grandpa does it for her
all the time, even when his hands got
arthritis too. That's love.' Rebecca- age 8

• 'Love is when you tell a boy you like his
shirt; then he wears it every day.' Noelle age 7
• 'Love is like a little old woman and a little
old man who are still friends even after
they know each other so well.' Tommy age 6

• 'When someone loves you, the way they
say your name is different. You just know
that your name is safe in their mouth.'
Billy - age 4

• 'During my piano recital, I was on a stage
and I was scared. I looked at all the
people watching me and saw my daddy
waving and smiling. He was the only one
doing that. I wasn't scared anymore.'
Cindy - age 8

• 'Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a
boy puts on shaving cologne and they go
out and smell each other.' Karl - age 5
• 'Love is when you go out to eat and give
somebody most of your chips without
making them give you any of theirs.'
Chrissy - age 6

• 'My mummy loves me more than
anybody. You don't see anyone else
kissing me to sleep at night.' Clare - age 6

• 'Love is what makes you smile when
you're tired.' Terri - age 4

• 'Love is when Mummy sees Daddy smelly
and sweaty and still says he is handsomer
than Robert Redford.' Chris - age 7

• 'Love is when my mummy makes coffee
for my daddy and she takes a sip before
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is
OK.' Danny - age 8
•

'If you want to learn to love better, you
start with a friend who you hate.' Nikka age 6

• 'I know my older sister loves me because
she gives me all her old clothes and has to
go out and buy new ones.' Lauren - age 4

'Love is what's in the room with you at
Christmas if you stop opening presents

The bin for collections to the Foodbank is now
back in the vestibule of the church. Please put
non perishable items into it.
There will be an increasing need for donations to
the foodbank over the winter
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Tuesday Morning
Communion
Service
9.30 am
CC BY-SA

This will be held in the
church and not the
Margaret Wharam
room

The Wednesday
prayer group
is now meeting by Zoom each
Wednesday at 9.30am.

CC BY

If you would like to join in,
please contact Chris Giles for
details.

Prayers
If you have any specific prayer
requests, we have a dedicated
email address to send them to:-

prayers@solihullmethodist.org.uk
You can also text us on:

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a
team of people who will offer
prayers for the specific situations.
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Church Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Dean Taylor
Minister
Children and Youth worker

Diane Webb
Pastoral and
Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Church Office 0121 705 7367
www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and Lawrie
Rumens
During the Covid lockdown we
are producing 2 Messengers a
month.
If you have any news or other
items please send it to
messenger@solihullmethodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit
articles if necessary and are
not responsible for the views
of contributors.
Please send photographs
separately as jpeg files
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Young church had pre-recorded the Harvest
Samba in the week before the Harvest
Festival. Their lively video started the
Harvest service with a zing.
The following week Young Church used some
of the All We Can Harvest resources, on the
theme Change Begins With a Bike, exploring
the difference a bike can make in the life of a
Ugandan teenager. We also read about a
little girl from Uganda in This Is How We Do
It, a book that takes us through a day in the
life of seven children around the world.
We began with a scavenger hunt, finding
things like a bicycle helmet and something
from Africa. Andy Hunt learned of this game
later on in the day when he couldn’t find his
coffee!
Then we listened to the story, watched the

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

All We Can video and talked about the
similarities with our lives and the girls in
Uganda, as well as the things that surprised
us, like large class sizes and how long
Daphine has to travel to get to school. But
we all love to play and we all share the same
night sky.
We played a version of Beetle Drive but
instead of the parts of a beetle, each number
on the die gave you a part of the bike, and
we made our own “Day in the life” books to
think about the things that make us unique
as well as the things we share.

Email Lindy B for your family to join in
virtual junior church and spread the word to
others.

Blossomfield Road
Solihull
0121 705 7367

