
15th November 2020

Lest we forget - Remembrance Sunday 2020 
Remembrance Sunday this year was 
different due to the lockdown.  We were not 
able to have a service in church but Revd 
Donald Ker led our thinking in the  online 
service.   He used 3 poems  written by Revd 
Geoffrey Studdart Kennedy  who served as a 
chaplain in the First World Ward. The first 
was ‘Waste’ remembering with grief the 

destruction and waste of war.  The second 
poem was ‘If ye forget’ and finally  “Faith”.

The online video included very moving 
graphics during the 2 minute silence.

The flower arrangement above was created 
by Margaret Rumens especially for the 
service.



My first thoughts surrounding Remembrance 
date back to my school days and trying to 
mind what had occurred during the two 
World Wars. Many years later and as a Local 
Preacher, I remember leading worship on VE 
Day 1995 and basing the act of worship 
around the closing days of War in Europe. So 
for many years Remembrance to me 
involved considering the events of conflict, 
for which I had no direct knowledge or 
engagement.

On joining the Royal Navy in September 
2005, I became aware of the significance of 
Remembrance across the Naval Service and 
the Royal Marines in particular, many of 
whom had served in recent conflicts, 
suffering the loss of colleagues or dealing 
with traumatic injuries. It was evident that 
Remembrance had a real connection, and 
was a moment for service people to do just 
that – remember.

The following year I was in Afghanistan, and 
by the time it came around to November, 3 
Commando Brigade and in particular the 
Unit that I was serving with, had already 
suffered several fatalities and seriously 
wounded personnel. Remembrance was 
poignant as memories were very fresh and 
raw. Gathering together at 0700 
(deliberately early) in our camp in the middle 
of Sangin, it was cold and bright. We had to 
keep the Service short, in order to reduce 
the opportunity of attack, and so we sang 
the Corps hymn, said a few prayers and 
many of us shed a tear as the bugler 
sounded out. In the middle of a busy, 
dangerous operational tour – Remembrance 
was a moment when folk felt they could 
stop, think of their friends and their loved 

ones, and for a brief moment, allow their 
emotions some space.

A few years later, I was celebrating 
Remembrance at sea, in sunny climes with 
the waves lapping against the side of the 
ship. Whilst the location was different, it was 
once again an opportunity to pause and be 
aware of the organisation in which we serve 
and make sacrifice. So often the military 
culture is one where the phrase ‘non-
emotional’ is bandied about. Whether that 
means not smiling and looking ‘non-
emotional’ in a photograph, or jumping into 
the cold water in Norway ‘non-emotionally’ 
and thereby remaining silent.

However, Remembrance is an opportunity to 
pause, reflect and give one’s emotions a 
little space. My mind goes back to my tours 
of Afghanistan, and I think of those that we 
lost and those whose lives were 
traumatically changed. For a brief moment, I 
can almost sense the smells and sounds of 
life out there, but then I quickly switch back 
to the present, and mentally wish the bugler 
well as they prepare to sound Reveille!

Rev’d B Gates RN, 
Chaplain, Royal Navy

CC BY-SA
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Warm congratulations to Joyce Knight, 
who has become a great grandma for 
the first time. Baby Elsie kept 
everyone waiting and arrived two 
weeks late, weighing in at 8lbs. 

A third great grandchild, Rowan Lewis 

(for Michael and Valerie) was born to 
Nathan and Monika on 19th October.

New great grandchildren

During the current lockdown you can find  
Sunday morning services online on the 
church website.
www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
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Preacher

15th November Jonny Bell

22nd November Revd Nick Jones

29th November Community Choir 
Revd Donald Ker

Toy Service News!
We have had to make some changes to 
this year's Toy Service. We will still be 
supporting the Sweet Project but not by 
donating toys as, due to the current 
situation with the pandemic, this is not the 
best way to help them. Please keep those 
who work there in your thoughts and 
prayers as they are very busy and face 
extra challenges at this time. Also, look out 
for how you can contribute to this urgent 
work during December.

The Church will be open for 

PRIVATE PRAYER ONLY 

on Sunday 15 November from 11.45am 

for one hour. 

Please note that this is NOT public 
worship and there will be no booking 
system but details will retained for Track 
and Trace purposes. 
➢ Only the front door will be open 
➢ A steward will ensure hand sanitisation 

takes place. 
➢ We will have a system to make sure 

that people attending do not sit on a 
chair that has already been used. 

➢ Please wear a mask or face covering 
while you are in the Church 

Apologies if this notice seems a little stern 
but we are delighted to be able to offer 
this opportunity and, if it is to continue, 
must ensure that everything is in 
accordance with Government and Church 
guidelines. 

Sue Kelley on behalf of the Stewards

Private Prayer

http://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/


Gwen grew up in Herne Hill, with her 
parents and her younger sister, Joyce. The 
whole family were strict Brethren attending 
chapel several times a week at Herne Hill 
Baptist and this grounding in the Christian 
way of life was something she carried  her 
whole life, finding support, solace and a 
loving community in all the churches she 
attended: Coulsdon Methodist, Shrewsbury 
Methodist and latterly Solihull Methodist, 
which she attended nearly every Sunday.

Despite WW2, Gwen gained top marks in 
her O Levels. She worked as a lab assistant 
and then a dispensary assistant. When she 
married Maurice in 1954, she did not 
conform to the usual path and give up work 
but continued with her job and joined a 
night school to pursue her A Levels, gaining 
a place at Chelsea College where, in 1961 
she  took her pharmacy qualification.  Laura 
was born in 1963 but this did not stop her 
from deciding to buy her own shop. This 
was no mean feat in 1965. A woman, 
opening her own business was almost 
unheard of. She made her business 
extremely successful and ran Downside 
Pharmacy for nearly 40 years.

Gwen still found time to support the 
Woodland Trust. She campaigned for the 
trees in Chiphouse Wood and they stand 
there today because of her. It was not until 
retirement that she moved to Shrewsbury 
where Russ, Laura and the girls were living. 
She became a solid support to them all. 
Finally, she allowed herself to enjoy 
holidays abroad with her friend Florence: 
they went to Canada, New Zealand, South 
Africa and Italy. 

She also holidayed In the Isle of Man each 
year to be with her sister Joyce.

Gwen became a member of our church in 
2010 where she found so much warm 
and loving support. 

She went to live with Laura and Georgie a 
few years later and loved being in the heart 
of the family home. She had time in a 
nursing home before they moved to Dorset 
last year and she was never happier than 
sitting watching Songs of Praise with Laura, 
singing hymns together. Jess, Georgie, Russ 
and Maurice would visit whenever they 
could, and it was her family that brought 
her the greatest joy. 
She bore her increasing dependency with 

brave forbearance, dignity and grace . The 
light of her loving nature shone even 
brighter. Her eyes sparkled, her smile 
widened and even as her physical body was 
slowly disappearing, her heart and soul 
grew. She was ready to slip away, but not 
before she had taught Laura even more 
about patience, acceptance, true strength 
and ultimately love. 

Laura Yarham, October 2020

Gwen Yarham
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Dear Friends,

When I was young, there was in my Church an 
old man – at least 120 years old – called Harry 
Oates, known to all the children as Uncle ‘Arry! 
He was super with us kids, not least because 
he had the ability to tell a story – long ones, 
short ones, true ones, tall ones – mostly tall 
ones! And at the end of Church every Sunday 
morning we would seek out Uncle ‘Arry and 
plead with him to ‘tell us a story, Uncle ‘Arry!’ 
And he always did.

Story telling is a very skilful art. Everyone 
thinks they can do it, but only a few can do it 
well. A few years ago I experienced this at first-
hand. One evening Sue and I went to  An 
Evening with Suggs, the lead singer of 
Madness, who constructed the story of his life 
in an imaginatively creative manner, with the 
audience totally immersed in the story he was 
telling. This was followed a little time 
afterwards by An Evening With Julie Andrews, 
which disappointingly was her story told in the 
manner of attending a lecture. And then, I 
remember David Kossoff – storyteller par 
excellence, who came to the school I was 
teaching at in Walsall, and recounted Bible 
Stories, and other Jewish tales, in his own 
inimitable way. And of course Jesus held his 
hearers with his stories; stories of everyday life 
which taught of the Kingdom of God. Stories 
have indeed been an important form of 
teaching ever since the human race began. 
They’ve been used to pass on the history of 
the race, its beliefs and ways of life. Stories 
were remembered and told long before 
writing was invented. And the Jews used 
stories as did every other tribe. They were told 
by parents to their children. And their form 
remained the same over hundreds of years.

The first five books of the Bible, the 
Pentateuch, and especially Genesis and 
Exodus, recount the stories which formed the 

creed of the Jews. Some tell of the 
beginnings of the nation and its 
release from Egypt. Earlier stories 
tell of how and the world is as it is, 
how Israel and the surrounding nations came 
into existence and what part God intended 
each nation to play.

The Genesis stories were some of the last to 
be recorded from the long years in which 
they’d been entrusted to memory. They were 
collected and put in order probably towards 
the end of time in Exile from Babylon. At this 
time, when the Jews were in danger of losing 
their identity in a foreign land, the people 
were reminded that God knew and cared for 
them and had chosen them for a special task.

Now, why ramble on about stories and their 
use by the ancient Hebrews? Well, at this time 
of the year, immediately before Advent the 
church has traditionally concentrated on 
stories. The stories of Creation, the Fall, 
Abraham and Isaac and the Exodus are four of 
these ‘cult stories’ – stories used in worship 
and teaching especially to pass on the faith to 
the next generation. The final story concerns 
Isaiah and describes the way a prophet 
conveyed God’s message at a time when the 
threat of invasion hung over the Jewish nation.

These were stories told by the Jews because 
they helped them to know their own value and 
so stand firm in times of crisis. Through the 
coming of Jesus they’ve also become our 
stories. They show us our own nature and 
God’s grace towards us to that we may remain 
strong and unmoved. So over the next weeks 
read Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25; Genesis 4: 1-10; 
Genesis 22: 1-18; Exodus 6: 2-13; Isaiah 10: 20-
23, and let these stories help us answer the 
questions: Who are we? What is our 
relationship to God?

With every good wish.
Peter K Bates



November 29th - Advent Sunday:
Although we will still be in lockdown, remote 
recordings of the Community Choir are 
currently being made.  Peter Farndon will 
perform his magic to produce the finished 
choral pieces. Donald Ker is preparing a script 
to go with them and although we will be 
unable to meet in person it promises to be as 
memorable an Advent Service as we usually 
have. 

December 6th - Toy Service:
The Church Life and Mission group is working 
on this which will be our first service after the 
end of current lockdown. 

December 13th Morning:

Donald Ker will lead our worship as we 
dedicate a reading stand for the Communion 
Table, in memory of Sylvia Bailey.  This 
service will include Holy Communion which 
will be served in the same way as in October.

December 13th Evening:
Church Candlelight Carol  Service(s).
This has been fully scripted by
Judith Farndon and, although 

it won’t have as many participants
as usual, it does promise to be
another wonderful experience
for the church family.  

In order for as many 
people as possible to 
join in with this popular 
celebration it is
proposed that there will be a service at 4.00 
pm and a second one at 6.00 pm.   
A special booking system will be in place 
using the current telephone number and e-
mail address. 

The Church will not be open for prayer and 
reflection in the week before Christmas as 
has happened in previous years.

December 20th Morning: 
Service of Readings and Carols. 
Peter Farndon and Donald Ker are preparing 
this.

December 24th: Christmas Eve
There will be no Messy Crib Service this 
year.  

Christmas Eve Communion at 9.00pm: 
Peter Bates and Donald Ker. Please note the 
earlier than usual starting time for this 
service. This will allow time for the stewards 
to sanitise the chairs and rearrange them into 
the ‘bubbles’ needed for Christmas Day.  As 
usual, the offertory on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day will go to ‘Action for Children’.  

December 25th: Christmas Morning 
Service.  
Donald Ker will produce a simple short 

service.   Obviously, it will not be 
possible to include those elements 
involving children which we all love in 
this service.  

December 27th:
Peter Bates leads our worship on the 

final Sunday of the year.

Sunday January 10th: Covenant 
Service.  One of our Superintendent 
Ministers, Nick Jones, will lead this very 
important service in the life of the Church.
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You may have heard that the church has 
recently received a generous and 
substantive legacy from the estate of the 
late Pam Brown - a member of Solihull 
Methodist Church.

The funds are unrestricted and therefore 
form part of thee church reserves. Under 
Charity Commission rules, the Church 
Council, as managing trustees, now has the 
pleasant task of identifying and allocating 
how these funds are to be used and a small 
management team has been established to 
help the Church Council with this process.

Team members are: A minister, Christine 
Burr, Peter Richmond, Jonathan Tuckey 
and Derek Giles.

The team would like to invite both 
individuals, house groups and other groups 

to submit suggestions of how these monies 
could be best used to promote the mission 
of the church both now and for future 
generations. This can be people or capital 
projects, as long as they further the mission 
of the church. So please will you all engage 
in this process, talk to one another, and 
bring suggestions forward. This is really 
important for the future of the church.

A pro forma for submissions is being sent 
out with this Messenger these will be 
considered by the group at their next 
meeting in early January 2021 to assess if 
they meet the criteria. They will then be 
recommended to Church Council for 
approval and implementation. 

Pam Brown Legacy Team, November 2020

If you would like to send Christmas greetings to others in the 
Church Family please let Karen Handford have the names of 
your family  you wish to be shown in the card.

Anyone who has not yet returned an envelope will need to post 
or deliver to Karen.  The deadline remains Sunday 22nd 
November.

Donations can be as large or small as you wish and can be gift 
aided.  Make cheques payable to Solihull Methodist Church, 
please. This year proceeds will support the Sweet Project, which 
supports deprived families in Birmingham. Details can be found 
at www.sweetproject.co.uk In previous years toys from the 
annual Toy Service have been sent to Sweet.

Karen Handford
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£743.50 
as sent from the 

Solihull Methodist 
Church to the  
Helping Hands 

Foodbank  as a result 
of the Harvest Appeal 

organised by the 
Greener Church 

Group

Thank you

http://www.sweetproject.co.uk/


Six Hopes for Society
• A just  economy that enables the 

flourishing of all life

• A planet where our environment is 
renewed

• A society where the poorest and 
most marginalised are at the centre

• A world which actively works for 
peace

• A politics characterised by listening, 
kindness and truthfulness

• A society that welcomes the stranger
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Soupa Talks has been unable to meet due to 
of the pandemic restrictions but there are 
some  copies available  of Ivan’s popular 
second volume of soup recipes .

If you would like a copy (price £7) please 
contact Sue Balmer  -

Christmas Stocking Filler
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Liz Pickles has just directed me to a 

fascinating way of converting crisp packets 
into bivvy bags for homeless sleepers. Full 
details can be found via the website 
https://crisppacketproject.com/ which 
includes a comprehensive YouTube video.

Crisp packet material is a complicated piece 
of technology. This is why it is so difficult to 
recycle and stays around for ever if left as 
litter. It is basically a mix of plastic and 
aluminium and the Crisp Packet Project has 
found a way to take advantage of the good 
properties of both materials. Plastic is 
waterproof and can be softened so that it 
fuses together. Aluminium provides 
strength and will reflect warmth. The 
packets themselves provide colour.  

A bivvy bag needs to be about a metre wide 
and 2 metres (2.2 at the back) long to fit a 
sleeper with sleeping bag inside. Enough 
crisp packets are needed to cover this area, 
both front and back. Once cut open and 
cleaned packets can be joined together 
using a light iron over baking paper to 
soften and fuse the plastic. Ideally large, 
thin, plastic sheets (the website suggests 
trying a local furniture store for these) are 
needed to cover both sides of the packet 
‘sheet’, again using a light iron to do the 
fusing. A few small holes need adding for 
ventilation but, being so thin, the final bag 
can then be easily rolled up and carried 
around. 

The YouTube video has more details (do 
watch) but, definitely, making bivvy bags 
eem a great way to save waste and help the 
homeless. Could someone volunteer to start 
things off?

Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group

Beautiful tracery of the church birch trees  with 
autumn colours

https://crisppacketproject.com/
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Prayers
If you have any specific prayer 
requests, we have a dedicated 

email address to send them to:-

prayers@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a 

team of people who will offer 
prayers for the specific situations.

The Wednesday 
prayer group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. 

If you would like to join in, 
please contact Chris Giles for 

details.

CC BY

As part of the (socially distanced) Candlelight 
Carol Service this year we would like to show 
a montage of pictures of members of our 
church family. This is to celebrate the coming 
of the Light of the World, and to join us 
together virtually, as attending in person is 
not possible for many people. We hope you 
will be able to send us a photograph to be 
included. 

We would like a head and shoulders 
photograph of yourself/you and your 
partner/your family. Please smile! We’d be 
delighted to receive photographs from 

members of the church family who have 
moved away. 

You may be able to take a “Selfie” on your 
phone, or ask a member of your support 
bubble to help. If you have problems in taking 
a ‘selfie’  please email 

candlephoto@solihull-methodist.org.uk or 
leave a message on 07928 818 562. 

Please send the photograph/s by 

30th November 

to candlephoto@solihull-methodist.org.uk .

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the Covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister –

on sick leave

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Our Santas are changing lives…

This Christmas, vulnerable children in the 
UK need a Secret Santa more than ever.

Before coronavirus hit, more than 4 million 
children in the UK were locked in poverty. 
That’s the equivalent of nine children in 
every school class of 30.

Families are growing ever more 
desperate and parents who’ve never 
needed help are now struggling.

More families are having to choose 
between paying their bills or feeding their 
children. And with Christmas just around 
the corner, they’re terrified about how 
they’re going to cope.

Last year, people like you helped us reach 
368,648 children, young people and 
families in the UK. Thousands of wonderful 

supporters made a life-changing difference 
in so many ways. Their generosity meant 
our frontline key workers could help 
struggling families to pay for the essentials, 
like food, warm clothes and a safe place to 
sleep. They helped us to protect children 
living in the shadow of domestic abuse and 
supported those with caring 
responsibilities. They also supported young 
people with their mental health and 
provided short breaks for disabled 
children.

Life has become a desperate struggle for so 
many UK children and families. We’ve seen 
how their lives have been turned upside 
down. But we’ve also seen the life-changing 
difference you can make.

We couldn’t do this without people like 
you.

You can donate to Action for Children 
online or send a cheque to 3

The Action for Children
Boulevard,

Ascot Road,
Watford, WD18 8AG


