
Mid May  2020

The church building may be closed but that 
has not stopped Sunday worship.     There is 
now a choice of services for you to follow 
online.   The Birmingham Methodist District 
service is streamed from its Facebook page 
at 10.30 am on a Sunday morning and then 
left on the Facebook page for the rest of 
the week.  The service on the Solihull 
Methodist Church website can be accessed 
anytime on a Sunday and  again during the 
week.  

Andrew, our minster puts a new video each 
week on the church website (solihull-
methodist.org.uk).   This has been recorded 
in his study at the manse during the week.   
The hymns are inserted from YouTube  and 
accompanied with  very appropriate 
graphics making them more meaningful.

Revd Andrew Orton leading worship from his 
study.

Pictures accompanying the hymns in online 
worship 

My Lighthouse – a favourite of the young people 
and ‘The lords my shepherd’.



More people are involved  recording readings 
and prayers from their homes.    On Easter 
Sunday Revd Donald Ker led the prayers from 
his garden which showed the spring beauty in 
the garden.

On Sunday 3rd May there was a link to Young 
church when they presented and talked about 
some of the things they are doing at home.  
Young church, managed by Linda Bates, is now 
using Zoom to connect all the children.   Zoom 
is also reaching some of the church family in 
Sydney, Australia! 

The District service  is led by Revd Ian Howarth.  
He is accompanied in the singing by his 
daughter, Rosie, while he plays the piano.   
Other district musicians are also brought in by 
Zoom with Adam Saunders on the keyboard 
and Helen Pollard on the guitar.   On Easter 
Sunday the whole Jazz Band from Jazz church 
joined in by Zoom.

The district  service involves people from 
around the district with different minsters 
giving the reflections each Sunday and others 
leading prayers and readings.   The reading 
about the Supper at Emmaus was read and 
animated in front of Kenilworth Castle. 

It is also interesting to hear about the District 
initiatives which are continuing despite the 
lockdown.

If you do not have access to the internet there 
are always services on the radio and the 
television.   

Worshipping God has not stopped because of 
the lockdown!

Revd Donald Ker leading prayers from 
his garden

Young church

Adam Saunders playing the keyboard.
Revd Ian and Rosie Howarth

Community worker reading 
at Kenilworth 
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Death
We are sorry to announce the death 
of Eunice Horsman.
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and friends.

Dr Ian Dugdale
Ian Dugdale grew up in Flixton, in Manchester,
and attended Manchester Grammar School.
From there he went to Durham University,
where he gained a degree in Chemistry, and
then a Ph.D.

He was not just an excellent student but also
enjoyed playing rugby. At a dance, he met
Doris, who was training to be a teacher at
Newcastle College. They married in Blyth and
then, for Ian and Doris, there were a
succession of homes around Britain as Ian
took up various jobs. He began work with ICI
in Birmingham, then British Rail, Williams and
Glyn’s Bank and Royal Bank of Scotland. This
took them variously to Hitchin, London,
Beaconsfield, and Solihull, where he was area
manager for the Royal Bank of Scotland.
Finally, they went to Edinburgh to the head
office, before he retired. They came back to
Solihull in 1995.

Fortunately for us, they found their way to
Solihull Methodist Church, worshipping there
faithfully week by week. He also joined
Probus having, in his working life, been a
member of Round Table. As one might expect,
he and Doris helped in various ways: Sunday
Stewards, transport rota and Communion
Stewards.

Family life had always been important to Ian.
Their daughters, Alison and Louise, and the
grandchildren will have many memories of a
father and grandfather, who was a family
man, organising treasure hunts at parties,
loved the family holidays walking in the Lake
District, and took delight in his grandsons.

Ian’s final years must have been very
frustrating for him as he struggled with
disability but without complaint. Let
us remember a hard-working,
ambitious man, with a warmth and
gentle manner. His warm smile that
we see on the picture above is that of
a loving husband, father and
grandfather, a man of faith.

Alison Faulklner

Ascension Day 
Thursday 21st May

A reflection will be posted on  the 
church website on Ascension Day
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Dear Friends,

As I write these words the UK Government 
has released its plans to begin to lift the Covid
19 lockdown. So far there has been a mixed 
response to this as people are naturally 
concerned that it may still be too early and 
that there may be a 2nd wave of infections 
and deaths. How true it is that great office 
brings great responsibility and I would 
definitely not like to be in the Prime minister’s 
shoes at the moment as he tries to negotiate 
the fine line between getting the economy 
going once again and keeping everyone safe.

We must continue to pray for our 
Government in the decisions they make and 
the responsibilities they carry, along with all 
those key workers who continue to work 
devotedly on our behalf to keep us safe and 
well and the country functioning.

Sometimes things happen that we have no 
control over and, to a certain extent, that is 
where we find ourselves as a church at the 
moment. Decisions have been made at 
Connexional level to close our buildings for 
the time being and we shall have to wait 
patiently until further instructions are 
received once we know how exiting from the 
lockdown is going.

Waiting patiently and prayerfully is 
something those early disciples of Jesus found 
themselves having to do in that period 
following his resurrection. It wasn’t easy for 
them (just as it’s not easy for us) as many of 
them felt restless and wanted to see what 
was going to happen next and get on with 
things. Luke records in Acts 1 how, on one of 
the post resurrection appearances with his 
disciples, some of them impatiently asked 
Jesus: “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

Are you going to put things 
back to how we think they 
should be, and what we want
them to be?

How they failed to see the bigger picture – of 
what Jesus was doing and promising to do in 
the here and now!

“I am going to send what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.”  
(Luke 24v49) …..”You are witnesses of these 
things”…..

The instruction was to wait for something far 
better to happen – something far beyond 
whatever they were imagining things could 
ever be. 

As we come  near the end of this Easter 
season, as we reflect upon Jesus physically 
going away at Ascensiontide, a human 
presence in heaven itself interceding on our 
behalf – one who fully understands us and 
what we are going through. We also look 
forward to the coming of his promised spirit 
at Pentecost and all the new possibilities and 
hope that this will bring: “For you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
(where you are) and in all Judea (the 
surrounding area) and Samaria (those places 
you feel threatened and would rather not go), 
and to the ends of the earth”. (Acts 1v8)

What more could we ask for than this, 
knowing that the period of patient waiting 
will indeed eventually come to an end and 
that we will be released into something far 
bigger and better that we could have ever 
asked for or imagine!

God Bless,
Revd. Andrew Orton.
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The church grounds are continually 
changing with the spring time.   The 
colour of the leaves as they emerge on 
the trees along Blossomfield Road has 
been very beautiful recently.

One of the bonuses of the lockdown is that we have 
walked round parts of central Solihull where we do not 
regularly go. The bluebells in Cold Lands Wood 
(behind St Helens Church) were stunning. We also 
came across this clump of bluebells and cowslips in the 
wooded area  around the pond in White House Green.

The flower bed along the Station Approach  
fence have also been very colourful. Liz Prater

looks after that flower bed.  Thank you Liz.

You do not have to drive miles to go 
to see these treasures – they are on 
our doorstep.

Sue Balmer
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It seems life under the lockdown has settled 
down. Shopping is still limited but at least 
empty supermarket shelves are mostly 
filled again and many, like us, are receiving 
regular deliveries. The only real problem we 
have is maintaining supplies of fresh 
vegetables, especially salad items. But one 
benefit of the lockdown has been to give us 
a bit more time and Sue has used some of it 
to plant seeds in recycled yoghurt pots on 
the window cill and then transplant them to 
a trough and pots on our balcony. Currently 
we have or will have courgettes, runner and 
broad beans, tomatoes, spring onions, 
butternut squash and strawberries, and 
sage, thyme, parsley and mint herbs. 

Those with gardens could obviously do 
more and even swap some flower beds for 
vegetables but it would be especially good 
if one of the benefits of this very nasty 
Covid virus was that ‘growing more of one’s 
own food’ became the ‘new normal’, saving 
food miles. Even just growing cress on the 
window cill would help. Worth a try? 

A Prize for Ideas - 2
I have already received some brilliant 
photos where recycled items have been 
used but I have to apologise for failing to 
give a contact address in the last 
Messenger. Just email Richard Balmer. 
The closing date is still the end of May 
but I am testing different toffees already.
By the way, has anyone made a ‘diver in 
a bottle’ yet? You can find simple 
instructions at 
http://coolscienceexperimentshq.com/b
ottle-diver-science-experiment/

Richard Balmer 

Time to plant some veg?

http://coolscienceexperimentshq.com/bottle-diver-science-experiment/


Solihull Churches Together have an exciting 
fund raising project which Mark Fisher is co-
ordinating. 
Create for Christian Aid is an online market 
place created within Shirley Baptist Church, 
raising funds for this Christian Aid Week, 10 
- 16 May 2020 
Brighten someone’s day with a gift!  Support 
the poorest in our world during the 
pandemic. 
You are invited and encouraged to: 
➢ Offer art work, hand crafts and other 

home-made items (no consumables) for 
sale on the website. You can stipulate a 
percentage of the sale price for Christian 
Aid 

➢ Publicise the site with family, friends and 
contacts

➢ Browse and purchase items 
Go on, spoil yourself! 
All details about offering items, purchasing 
and delivery can be found on their website: 
www.create-christianaid.weebly.com 

Create for Christian Aid

Larger pots at £4.75 
Libertia, Persicaria Red Dragon, Crocosmia
Lucifer and Limpopo, Indigofera, 
Anisodontea, Iris sibirica; Tanberg ; Sparkling 
Rose; Summer Skies; Violet Joy; White Swirl, 
Bearded iris, Lemon. Iris chrysographes, 
Veronica gentionoides white, Phlomis, 
Campanula lactifliora blue. Agapanthus
white, smaller variety, Bergenia
Bressingham White, Penstemon Sea Purple, 
succulents; Aeonium purple, and 
eccheverias, various.
1L pots at £3.50 
Geranium; Salome; Rozanne; Phillippe 
Vapelle, Psilostemon; Sweet Heidi; Nimbus; 
Birch's Double; Bob's Blunder; macro 
Czakor; Nodosum white; Nodosum 
Blackberry Ice; Kashmir purple ; Kashmir 
pink, 

Phlox; Katherine; White; Bright Spark; div. 
Blue Moon,
Gladioli papilo, 

Aster laterif: The prince. Juno, 
Iris; Broadleigh, Rose; inominata (yellow). 
Other Plants
Bamboo in a 10L pot. £? 
Cobea scandens, purple/green variety. 1L 
pot & already a good size. (This annual 
climber fills a trellis & flowers till Nov.) £4 

Plant pots urgently required. 
Katherine also urgently requires more 
square plant pots for next year.  
Please return pots to her and donate any 
spare ones you might have. 

Katharine Aldridge has a target of £3000 (to be shared with Christian Aid, 
Parkinsons UK and Adoption UK) from the sale of her plants – so far she is 
two thirds of the way there.    Still left for sale:
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When someone you love dies, saying 
goodbye in some formal way is important. 
With the current restrictions on movement 
in place it is not  possible for everyone to 
attend a funeral. 

The Methodist Church  offers this short act 
of worship to help you say your formal 
goodbyes whist in your home. Nothing is 
compulsory.  Do only what feels right and 
helpful. The words we offer are a mix of 
the funeral liturgy and original materials. 
Where you see the symbol N, we invite 
you to say the name of your loved one. We 
make some music suggestions but feel free 
to use what is appropriate. 

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE Light a 
candle, maybe place it near a photo of N 
and take a moment to sit quietly. 
You might like to listen to a piece of Music:

Some words of comfort
“The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases, his mercies never come to an end, 
they are new every morning” 
(Lamentations 3v22). God says: “I will 
never leave you: I will never abandon you” 
(Hebrews 13 v5). 

Opening Prayer Read this prayer out loud 
Loving God, I hold N before you …. I thank 
you for the good times we shared 
together. I hold before you the challenging 
times. Be close to me, and to all those 
people who knew and loved N. May we 
know the peace of your presence today 
and in the days to come. I know there are 
no words I can say at this moment to take 
away the pain.  I come as I am knowing

you bind us together in love; in this world 
and the next. So, take this moment and 
help me know your presence with me, now 
and always. Amen

A TIME WITH GOD’S WORD The Bible has 
a lot to say about the meaning of life and 
God’s command over death itself. We turn 
to scripture, as generations have done 
before us, that from them we might draw 
comfort and strength. Two of the most 
commonly used readings at a funeral. 

Psalm 23
John Chapter 14 

You may also like to look at one or two of 
the following: Psalm 121 Ecclesiastes 3 v 1-
14 John 6 v 35-40 Romans 8 v28,31-35,37-
39 1 Corinthians 15 v 51-57 

TIME TO REFLECT
Think about the readings – which words 

particularly speak to you? The Gospels tell 
us that Jesus appeared to his disciples on 
Easter Sunday (three days after his death) 
and said to his friends: “Peace be with 
you”, and “Do not be afraid”. What do you 
need to hear from God today? Now take a

Suggested service for a funeral 
when you cannot attend
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few moments to think about the person 
who has died. If you are with someone else 
share your memories together. What was 
special about them? What was the best 
thing you did together? When you think of 
the person who has died is there a song or a 
special place or time that comes to mind? 
What would you like to say to N if they were 
here now? What particularly would you like 
to thank God for about their life? Take time 
to be still You might like to listen to N’s 
favourite piece of music, hymn or worship 
song. Or you could listen to Gymnopedie
No.1 by Satie 

A time of prayer Loving God, you tell us to 
look forward to a day when your kingdom 
shall come and your will be done; a time 
when there will be no more sorrow and 
death and when every tear will be wiped 
from our eyes. Until that time comes, help 
us to find comfort in your love. I commend 
N to you, grant them your eternal peace. I 
pray for N’s family, friends, neighbours and 
colleagues and for each person who is so 

much poorer now N is no longer with us in 
the same way. You might like to list people 
who you would like to pray for. Support us 
all in the days ahead. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer

A TIME TO LEAVE THE ONE WE LOVE TO 
GOD’S LOVE AND CARE.
If you are able, read aloud: Travel on N 

from this world, in the name of God the 
Father, who created you in love; in the 
name of Jesus Christ who sets you free from 
sin; in the name of the Holy Spirit who 
brings us all into new life. Rest in peace, in 
God’s love, now and forever. Amen. 
You might like to listen to “In Paradisum” 
from Fauré’s Requiem
A closing prayer Gracious God support me 

and all who loved N in the days ahead and 
give us the comfort you have promised, 
until the time comes when we can 
remember not just with sorrow but with joy. 
Blow out the candle and spend a few 
minutes in the quiet, Jesus said: “I am the 
resurrection and the life, those who believe 
in me, even though they die will live, and 
everyone who lives and believe in me will 
never die”.

Some materials from The Methodist Worship Book 
© TMCP Original Materials by The Revd Paul Wood

Prayers
If you have any specific prayer requests, we 

have a dedicated email address to send 
them to:-

prayers@solihull-methodist.org.uk
You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a team of 
people who will offer prayers for these 

specific situations.
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Dial-a-Prayer

Free phone lines for prayers and news 
from the Methodist Church

Listen to a prayer:  0808 281 2514
Listen to news:       0808 281 2478
Content is updated weekly on Thursday 
afternoon



How shall we praise you, Lord, our God?
When we are locked down,
how shall we praise you?
When the doors to your house are barred,
and your people cannot assemble? 
When those desperately in need of money 
and work
cannot even wait in the market-place?
When we have to circle round people in the 
street,
and to queue for shops maintaining safe 
distance?
When we can only communicate 
by hearing on the phone,
or seeing on the screen;
or digitally messaging,
or even just waving through a window?
When we cannot meet our parents and 
children,
grandparents and grandchildren,
or other family members and friends?
When we cannot touch them in their flesh 
and blood,
to know they are really alive?
How shall we praise you?
How, like Thomas, shall we not see yet 
believe
that your son is raised among us?
How shall we praise you?

How can I praise you, Lord?
Are you plaguing us with this virus
to punish us because we have all done 
wrong,

or thought wrongly,
or felt wrongly,
or just been wrong?
If so, why do only some die,
and those, apparently, the ones who are the 
least worst or most caring amongst us?
Or are you trying to teach us a lesson?
If so, why is it so hard to learn?
And how are we to find the answer 
when we do not even know the question?
Or are you still the same loving God,
coming to us in our sufferings
and opening up the way to new life in Jesus?

Lord, I will try to praise you.
Through gritted teeth,
I will try to praise you. 
I will try to remember that you have created 
all things,
and this virus is part of your creation.
I will try not to hate it
but seek to mitigate its harm.
I will try to keep myself and others safe.
I will work to pray for them
and seek to help in whatever way I can. 

Lord, when I cannot pray or worship
help me be aware of all your people 
and your saints and angels
hovering around me,
lifting me up.
When I feel alone,
let me feel you near me,
even if only for a moment that enables me to 
go on.
Let me hear you say
“Peace be with you”.   

Lord, I will praise you.
Let all the peoples praise you

Revd Ken Howcroft
29 April 2020

A PSALM OF LAMENT AND PRAISE IN A 
TIME OF CORONAVIRUS

CC BY-SA-NC
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The Way, The Truth, The Life 
“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” (John 14:6) 
Something different this week, with a song to 
think on and the reflection being in three 
sections. It is based on Jesus’s conversation 
with his disciples in John 14:1-14. I have laid it 
out like this because there are those very 
familiar words, of the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, which are three distinct but similar 
things that Jesus is saying. 
I am hoping that by separating them, you will 
be able to see different elements of the 
reading and how they connect. The middle 
section, the Truth, is the thing that connects 
the other two, it is the knowing and the 
understanding of what Jesus is saying; it is 
Jesus revealing the Father to us.
The Way 
Jesus tells his disciples that there are many 
rooms in God’s house. 
This extends to us now, to know that Christ 
has prepared a house for us, a home. A home 
is where we find comfort, warmth, safety. 
God promises this to us, through Jesus Christ; 
a heavenly home to dwell with God and all 
those God loves. Offered freely, offered so 
that we may take it so that we may believe 
and have life.   This is the Way. 
The Truth 
Jesus tells his disciples that by knowing him, 
they know God the Father. 
This is how we get to our heavenly home and 
how we do good works: by believing in God. 
In this belief, we allow God inside and we 
allow a place for God to dwell in us. In other 
words, God makes a home inside us. God 
urges, moves and desires us to do God’s 
works in the world, for God’s love to pour out 

into the world through us. 
This is the Truth. 
The Life 
Jesus tells his disciples that by believing in 
him and following him, they will do good 
works. 
This extends to us now, that by believing and 
following Christ we are enabled to do good, 
as God works through us. Gregory of 
Nazianzus said Desus sitit, sitiri, which means 
‘God thirsts to be thirsted for’. God wants us 
to believe, to follow, and in turn wants us to 
work in the world. Within this, there is a 
challenge: to allow Christ to work through us.     
This is the Life. 

Jonny has linked these thoughts to this song
To Build A Home"
There is a house built out of stone
Wooden floors, walls and window sills
Tables and chairs worn by all of the dust
This is a place where I don't feel alone
This is a place where I feel at home.
And I built a home,   for you  for me
Until it disappeared  from me  from you
And now, it's time to leave and turn to 
dust........

Out in the garden where we planted the 
seeds
There is a tree as old as me
Branches were sewn by the color of green
Ground had arose and passed its knees
By the cracks of the skin I climbed to the top
I climbed the tree to see the world
When the gusts came around to blow me 
down
Held on as tightly as you held on me
Held on as tightly as you held on me......
And I built a home…….

Reflections in Art with Jonny Bell 
Jonny has linked this reflection to a song.
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Some of the Fitter housegroup who had 
grown up in Hall Green, Solihull and 
London recalled their memories of VE day 
at their Zoom meeting on 8th May in 
anticipation of the 75th anniversary the 
following day.

Bonfires and street parties 
They heard of the street party with a 
bonfires on  roundabouts in Lakey Lane up 
to School Road in Hall Green.   A guy 
dressed as Hitler was hung from a lamp 
post and then cast on to the bonfire on 
the roundabout at the junction of School 
Road and Fox Hollies Road with much 
celebration. 

In London there was the memory of fish 
paste sandwiches at their street party.   A 
jar was bought this year to celebrate 
again on the 75th anniversary!

Lights
One memory was walking down Solihull 
High Street with the gas street lights lit for 
the first time in 5 years and the impact on 
a young boy who had not ever seen them 
lit before.

Shop windows
Shop windows were lit for the first time in 
5 years and they left a huge impression 
with another boy. 

Crowds
There were crowds in the High Street 
walking up and down and a big party at 
the Royal Oak on the Warwick Road with a 
gas explosion. 

Displays from houses 
A large wooden V with light bulbs and 
hung from the box room window to 
neighbours’ cheers

The housegroup reflected on the story in 
the press  of an ordinary chap in 
Eisenhower’s office who was given 45 
minutes to come up with a surrender 
document for Germany to sign.  They 
reflected on how often ordinary people do 
extraordinary things and often lost to 
history.

Of course some members of the 
housegroup were too young and not even 
born in 1945!  

CC BY-SA-NC

CC BY
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Thy Kingdom Come 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/light
uptheworld

Thy Kingdom Come is an ecumenical, 
global prayer movement inviting all 
Christians to pray between Ascension and 
Pentecost for more people to come to 
know Jesus.

Thursday 21st May 
to 

Sunday 31st May
Ascension Day to 

Pentecost

Usually at around this time of the year, 
the church produces Gift Aid 
statements for those donors who allow 
us to reclaim the tax on their regular 
giving. These statements have been 
produced again this year, but their 
distribution is going to be more 
awkward because so many copies of 
the Messenger are being sent via 
email, rather than in person. When 
things get back to normal, you will 
receive your annual statements as 
usual. In the meantime, if you are using 
the current lockdown period to 
complete your  2019-20 Self 
Assessment tax return for HMRC, then 

please contact David Grey who will be 
able to provide the figures you need for 
the Charitable Giving section of your 
return. 

Thanks are due to all who are 
continuing their regular giving to the 
church during difficult period – we are 
having to operate on a reduced income 
because all of our lettings have been 
suspended. Your donations really are 
appreciated!

David Grey
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West Midlands Police are here to keep 
everyone safe. During this time when we 
need you to stay at home and stay apart -
we want you to know that if you need us, 
we are here. 

You might be worried about a number of 
things right now, whether that’s looking 
after a vulnerable relative, what your 
children are doing online or if home really 
is the safest place for you. 

You can get help and advice on a large 
number of topics on our website, 
including:
• Domestic abuse
• Child abuse 

• Online exploitation 
• Scams and how to avoid them 
• Bogus officials and distraction burglaries
There are lots of organisations on the 

West Midlands Police website (west-
midlands.police.uk), from your local 
council to charities who can provide help 
on topics such as: 
• Debt management 
• Alcohol abuse 
• Drug misuse 

You should find everything you need. If not 
you can easily Live Chat our staff on the 
site. Or if you want further local support 
around domestic and child abuse, you can 
also look on the new website 
noexcuseforabuse.info 

The Police would really like to stay in 
touch. If you would like to know what’s 
happening in your area and message your 
local teams, sign up to our free community 
messaging service WMNow.co.uk
Stay Home Stay Safe.

Pete Austin has been volunteering with this 
group.

It is a community action group for people in 
the Central Solihull area who want to help 
those around them who are vulnerable or 
self-isolating. We intend to: 
• Provide a number for local vulnerable 

people to call if they need support. 
• Run errands/shopping and provide a 

friendly ear and some emotional support 
to community members who need it. 

The next few months are likely to be a 
challenging time especially for elderly, 
vulnerable and isolated individuals 
who may need assistance. 

Support is largely on a direct, one to 
one basis and done at the discretion 
of the individuals involved.

If anyone would like help with any of 
the above please do not hesitate - the 
more the better! Feel free to share on 
social media and invite family and 
friends. Thank you! 

Contact -
solihullcovid19mutualaid@gmail.com 
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff 
Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  
Lawrie Rumens  

During the covid lockdown 
we will produce 2 

Messengers a month.  
If you have any news or 

other items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 

articles if necessary.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

All three sections are now having regular meetings 
on Zoom and are taking part in challenges set by 
their Leaders. The challenges are mainly based on 
tests they can do at home to help them gain their 
badges (mixed in with a few fun events).

They have also taken part in two National Events. 

The first was the 'Hike to the Moon' which was the 
Scout Association's contribution to the BBC's Fund 
Raising Event 'Big Night In'. Cubs and Scouts walked 
a mile indoors or in their gardens while raising 
funding for the NHS. 

Ben set himself the challenge of cycling 26 
miles over the course of a week.  He did  
• 6.4 miles on Saturday, 
• 7 on Sunday, 
• 6.6 on Monday 
• 6 on Tuesday.

He has raised a lot of money to help children 
who are really struggling.
His fundraising page is 
https://localgiving.org/fundraising/bens-big-
bike-ride/ 

Thank you for the support.

The second involved them in 
camping in a tent inside the house or 
in the garden at the end of April 
trying to aid Northumberland Scouts 
beat a Guinness World Record. 

I am extremely grateful to the team 
of Leaders who are working hard to 
keep things running at this difficult 
time.

Iain Waddell


