
June 15th 2020

Irene Davidson received a 
card and heart and was 
absolutely thrilled by the 
gesture.

Irene can be seen showing 
off the heart she received 
through an open window of 
her flat.

On Sunday 7th June, the Banks Housegroup should 
have been hosting the Fellowship Lunch. Obviously 
this year due to Covid 19 it wasn’t going to be 
possible.

During one of our zoom housegroup meetings, 
after much deliberation we decided to send 
everyone who should have been going to the lunch 
a card and a knitted or crocheted heart to say we 
were thinking of them. There was much hilarity at 
the next meeting as we tried to arrange exchanges 
of hearts and cards whilst socially distancing. 
Finally it was all sorted, the cards were written and 
either hand delivered or posted. 

Feedback from recipients has been lovely and 
hopefully has made us all feel part of a wider 
church community even though distanced. Card and hearts



2

Dear Friends,

In Isaiah chapter 40 the prophet writes: ‘Why 
do you say: “my way is hidden from the Lord; 
my cause is disregarded by my God”?’

I wonder if this is how you are feeling as the 
Covid 19 crisis continues to challenge our 
nation and church? Even though things are 
beginning to ease a little it’s still easy to feel 
frustrated and to question. It’s easy to doubt, 
it’s easy to complain when the world seems to 
be closing in on you and you cannot see a 
bright future ahead. Many of us will have 
struggled and wrestled with our own mental 
state during the time of lockdown and now, no 
doubt, are anxious when we are out and about 
in case the apparent reckless behaviour of 
others causes a further spike of the virus and 
we have to go back into lockdown once again, 
or worse still we contract the virus.

Why does God allow his people to be subject 
such trials and tribulations we might ask? 
What have we done to deserve this? It’s a 
natural human reaction.

But why not? Why not me? Where in the bible 
does it ever say that I shall be exempt from all 
of this? Where does it say that from the 
moment I start trusting and following Jesus 
that everything shall be perfect?

It doesn’t, of course……. But it does say that 
this God I have chosen to trust in, to dedicate 
my life to and to follow is an everlasting God, is 
creator of the ends of the earth, and that 
nothing escapes his notice or care. That this 
God is a ‘refuge’ and a source of strength –‘an 
ever present help in trouble’ (Psalm 46) - not 
necessarily in order to steer me from it, but to 
steer me through it!

With such a God walking with us, how can we 
fear? These words were, of course, the 
inspiration and the starting point 

for Luther’s great battle hymn ‘Ein 
feste burg’ – a safe stronghold is 
our God - written around the time 
of the reformation when the entire weight of 
the established church seemed to be against 
him, but with the God of truth and justice on 
his side Luther knew that, despite all the odds 
being stacked against him, everything would 
be ok .

That word ‘Refuge’ used in Psalm 46 brings to 
mind places of safety that one can run to. In 
dangerous environments places of refuge are 
built in as safety mechanisms – places that you 
can go to when it all goes wrong. ‘God is our
refuge’, says the Psalmist – he is our place of 
safety and security that we can run to when it 
all goes wrong – this is the defensive and 
external part of the Theology of salvation.

The word ‘strength’ reminds us of the 
dynamic aspect of that Salvation and of our 
Saviour – one who is ever present, one who 
never slumbers or sleeps, one who never
grows weary or tired, and one who is ‘enough’ 
for any given situation!

“if such a God is for us”, writes Paul in the 8th

chapter of his letter to the Romans, “then who 
can be against us?”

And so, as we begin to work through what the 
future might look like, as our Churches begin 
looking towards unlocking our doors once 
again and thinking about what form future 
worship might take, let us remember these 
words and never lose heart for as Mother 
Julian of Norwich says in ‘Revelations of Divine 
love’:

‘all shall be well, all shall be well, and all 
manner of things shall be well.’

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton.
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Rev Donald Ker  celebrates his
70th birthday on 19th June.  

Happy birthday Donald.

At Solihull Methodist Church we are seeking a new church 
treasurer. 

Our current treasurer, Christine Burr, has served for six 
years, one year beyond her commitment of five years 
when taking on the position. She graciously agreed to do a 
further year last summer. We have been exploring options 
for some time now but without success. We are now in a 
position where we desperately need to find a 
replacement. 

Over the last year we have put in place support through 
our church office. This is working well and takes some of 
the routine work off the treasurer. 

Do you feel called to this position and is this something 
that you could help us with? Do you know anyone we 

could approach about the position?

We would ask you to pray about this situation for us. 

If you feel that you could help, 
please talk in the first instance 
to our minister Andrew Orton 
or church steward Derek Giles.

Birth –
first great granddaughter

Archie and Yanny are great grandparents!
Their grandson, Peter, and Charlotte were safely 
delivered of a baby girl. Maisie Rose weighed in at 6lb 
8oz on Thursday 11th June at 7.00 pm  

.First grandchild for Lizzie and Keith. Mum and baby are 
doing fine and of course all are  overjoyed!!



Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude  of sins. 1 Peter 4:8
Two tributes to Mum included these words.
I remember her as a wonderful woman - great 
Christian, warm friend, terrific sense of humour. 
She knew what mattered in life 

Terrific sense of humour:
When I was growing up there were so many 
times when we were doubled up with laughter 
over something ridiculous.

On the bus, when I was a teenager – we were 
laughing away, near to another mother and her 
daughter who looked at us with great 
disapproval. Again going home we were still 
laughing away when we realised the same 
mother and daughter were on the bus - and 
the mother said to her daughter “look it’s that 
daft pair again” - which just made us worse! 

Yes, she did have a terrific sense of humour.

Warm friend:  
Mum’s friends were incredibly important to 
her, as she was to them. I’ve had cards and 
phone calls from many friends, saying how 
much they’ll miss her and what a good friend 
she was.

They’ve been there for each other in all the 
different stages of life, had endless times of 
fun, with weekends away, evenings out and 
countless cups of coffee. They’ve also 
supported each other in hard times, illnesses, 
widowhood and worries about their families. 

Right to the end of her life her friends still 
visited her, kept in touch, phoned me to see 
how she was, is the best testament to their 
enduring loyal friendship. 

What a wonderful model of friendship for us 
to follow.

Great Christian:
Mum was a wonderful Christian. Her faith was 
seen particularly in how she lived and loved. 

She just got on with 
loving and caring. We know 
she loved her family, of 
course. Like my Dad she 
always thought the best of 
us. Not an easy task!
But we definitely weren’t 
the only ones to benefit 
from her love and care.

Over the years she lived out her faith as she 
served her church in so many practical ways: 
on the hospitality team; as a church Steward; 
Girl Guide leader; Youth Club leader; in charge 
of all the pastoral care and so much more. 

And then the many unseen ways: She and Dad 
often opened their home to people who 
needed to stay for a short or long time. Not 
something you do lightly. She was a listening 
ear when people needed it. As one of her 
friends said: 

If you were worried about something you could 
always go and have a chat. Eunice has always 
been there for you... you can always rely on her 
to be there in time of need. 

So yes, she was a great Christian. 

She knew what mattered in life:
This sums it all up for me. It’s so easy to feel 
we have to “succeed” in life; and to strive to do 
something big and special for God (whether 
he’s asked us to or not!) Mum knew what 
mattered – it was to love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins. 1 
Peter 4:8

That’s why so many people have called her a 
wonderful Christian; that’s why she has given 
us the most amazing example of how to live a 
life of faith, because she has loved so very 
deeply. There’s no better way to serve God.

Catherine Kyte 10th June, 2020

A Tribute to Mum - Eunice Horsman
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Our friends in the evangelical Methodist Hochst
have had to make the very difficult decision to 
cease to meet. Quite a few of the members have 
moved away and financially they are finding it 
difficult to cope. 

Many will know that we have had a friendship link 
between our two churches for 35 years when Ian 
Sinclair visited Hochst one Remembrance Sunday 
and set in motion the Church Twinning which has 
enriched our lives and led to lasting mutual benefit 
and friendships. We have enjoyed visits to 
Frankfurt and our friends have visited us.

We are hoping to continue the link when they 
have sorted themselves out. There is now only 
one Methodist church in Frankfurt and our friends 
Rainer and Sabine will be moving there and others 
may follow. We will keep you up to date as we 
receive news from them.

It would be good if you could include our German 
friends in your prayers.

Judy and David Lingard

From our twin church, the 
Evangelical Methodist Kirche, 
Frankfurt-Hochst, Germany

Face coverings are urgently needed 
for key workers at Lozells Methodist 
Centre and their wider community; 
for key workers at the Adavu Project 
supporting survivors of modern 
slavery; and key workers at children’s 
nurseries. The Public Health England 
website has instructions for making 
face coverings  using cotton fabric 
and elastic or fabric ties. If you have 
access to materials and are able to 
help support these key workers, 
please contact David Butterworth 
who will arrange to collect any masks 
that you are able to make.

If you are able to sew but have no 
suitable fabric or have fabric but 
don’t sew, please contact Fiona 
Beadle who will help to put 
appropriate people in touch with 
each other.

CC BY-NC
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Time to Add a Pond?

The continuing lockdown and the remaining days 
of summer do give us a chance to make gardens 
more environmentally friendly. Probably the best 
way is by including a pond. Obviously the bigger 
the better but the water doesn’t have to be 
much deeper than, say, 40 cm (16 in) at the 
deepest point. The bottom  can be uneven but 
should have some small flat areas to sit baskets 
with plants like water lilies on. It should also 
slope gently upwards to the edges so that 
creatures like newts can rest and birds drink. 
Pond need some plants such as water crowfoot 
and cabomba to keep the pond oxygenated and 
a small, solar driven, pump would help to 
provide oxygen and also a feature like a fountain 
or waterfall. Fish are not essential unless you 
want to feed the local heron. The pond will 
provide beauty, provide habitat for pond life and 
insects and attract dragon flies, butterflies, bees 
and birds to your garden. 

CC BY

Charlotte, Alice 
and Martha win 
Prize
Following my offer back at 
Easter of a prize for some 
ingenious ways to use recyclable 
items before they  are sent for 
recycling, a box of Thornton’s 
toffees is on its way to Sian and 
David’s 3 amazing daughters 
who have been plundering their 
recycling bin to make models 
and toys. Here are photos of 
some. 
How wonderful to see creativity 
and ingenuity in the coming 
generation. Well done indeed. 

Richard Balmer 

Display of home made Scrabble kit 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


More inventive creations using up items 
destined for the recycling bin!

Church Grounds
This picture shows the transformation of the flower 
bed at the edge of the carpark near the vestry door.   
There is now a colourful display of petunias – Lovely.

Wild flowers
You may remember last 
year that Solihull Council did 
not replant the area 
opposite the station after 
the roadworks with grass.    
Instead they sowed a wild 
flower meadow.

It is now an absolute picture 
with all the flowers coming 
into bloom again.   Go and 
look if you have a chance.

7



Here is an account of Revd Alison Richards 
recent sabbatical

Having been given the precious gift of a 
Sabbatical by the Methodist Church in my 
10th year of ministry, I would like to thank 
everyone who has covered both my work in 
the Circuit and churches in these most 
extraordinary and uncertain times. The gift 
of time to spend with family, to travel, 
reflect and to be attentive to God and 
myself was invaluable.

We left for the trip of a lifetime, calling at 
Singapore first and then going to the 
Philippines to visit our daughter. We then 
flew to the USA intending to travel to visit 
family in Seattle and Montana and then visit 
friends in Florida before spending Easter 
with the church in Monserrat. At every 
stage we seemed to be just ahead of this 
global pandemic and, as we left each place  
it locked down behind us until we reached 
Montana. There we spent 3 weeks with 
David’s family in lockdown in a log cabin, by 
a creek surrounded by mountains inhabited 
by bears, elk, wolves and the occasional 
mountain lion. Thankfully the closest we 
came to them was coming across elk 
droppings and a grizzly bear paw print in the 
snow. Days were spent splitting wood, 
making a trail by the creek, attempting to 
ski, eating Huckleberry pie, playing new 
board games, jig saws, reading and lots of 
laughter and conversation whilst catching 
up with our American family’s views on 
politics, philosophy and life.

Meanwhile we watched the virus start to 
spread its devastation across the globe and 
were conscious of the suffering of so many 
whilst we were relatively safe. The question 

that I had taken with me to reflect on was, 
“What does it mean to be free?” not 
knowing that it would become ever more 
meaningful over the following months. 
Travel was limited, people were shielding 
indoors and  social distancing became the 
new norm. There were food shortages and 
rising unemployment and the reality of 
Coronavirus was publicised each day as the 
loss of life increased and the inequalities in 
society became more evident with extreme 
poverty and systemic racism prevalent.

Personally it has been a time of 
attentiveness to God and to each other, of 
finding soul space, noticing the beauty of 
the world around me, of searching for 
meaning, of living with uncertainty, fear, 
guilt, pain and loss and seeking ways to 
reflect the love of God in times of 
uncertainty and change. With increased 
poverty and division, systemic racism 
becoming normalised and extremism 
increasing we are called to speak out and 
show solidarity with those who are 
oppressed in all the ways we can.
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Super’s Sabbatical cont.

Charles Wesley wrote in his well-
known Methodist hymn. ‘And can it 
be’, the words:

“My chains fell off, my heart was 
free, I rose, went forth and followed 
Thee.”

We are all on journeys of discovery as 
we follow Jesus, and the going may 
be tough at times.

I wonder what the chains are that 
fasten us down and limit life in all its 
fullness?
How do we find a ‘soul space’ in our 
lives to ask the question: ‘What does 
it mean to be free?’

On my sabbatical with the freedom 
to travel, I have valued the gift of 
connectedness and realise that my 
freedom is connected to all 
humanity. We cannot be free until all 
are free. The challenge is to make the 
changes to our lives, the Church and 
the world that will enable all to live in 
freedom.

As we slowly begin the process of 
‘unlocking’ I pray that we can be 
attentive to each other, to ourselves, 
to the world around us and to God, 
having the courage to speak out for 
justice, equality and inclusion so that 
we may become a global community 
of love and peace.

“To be free is not merely to cast off 
one’s chains, but to live in a way that 
respects and enhances the freedom 
of others.” Nelson Mandela

Every blessing,

Alison

Some poetry from years ago.  I had noticed a 
daisy pushing up between the pavings in 
downtown Pretoria, circa 1997.

Mike Crockett

His soul forced him to pause,
While others passed so quickly by,
And as he paused, was captured
By the vulnerable toughness of life.
The audacity of a daisy to defy concrete
And the boots of busy men!

And should we only search
For beauty in expected hues,
Or in some trampled, busy place,
Among life’s dry and hardened stones,
Find beauty there?
The tenacity of God to keep dignity protected
In the heart of every soul!

CC BY-NC

Technical Help needed

Many will have seen the online service video 
Andrew has been putting on to the church 
website each week .

Andrew would appreciate some technical help 
in editing and amalgamating the individual 
videos.   You would not be required to lead the 
worship .   

If you have that expertise and could help,  
please contact Andrew,  
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Edward Colston:
Some Thoughts

Sue and I have fond memories of the Colston 
Hall in Bristol. It was where we went to see the 
wonderful Louis Armstrong perform on one of 
our first dates.

Edward Colston was born in 1636. Remember 
the year. By 1672 he had become a successful 
merchant trading in cloth, wine, oil, sherry and 
fruit down the western coasts of Europe and 
Africa.

In 1680 he became a member of the Royal 
African Company. Its predecessor had been set 
up in 1660 by the future James II to exploit the 
gold resources along the Gambia River but, in 
1663, the Company obtained a new charter 
giving it a monopoly of trade down Africa’s 
west coast in gold, silver - and slaves.

The Portuguese had began trading down the 
West Coast of Africa 2 centuries earlier. They 
began to grow sugar in Madeira and later in 
Brazil and needed labour. They found it in the 
active, Arab run, slaving markets where 
Africans from the powerful Ashanti tribe in 
present day Ghana, the Yoruba in Nigeria and 
others were capturing and supplying slaves. 
Slave trading had started in Africa in the 7th

century.  By the time the Portuguese arrived 
there were well established markets and trade 
routes through most of Northern and Eastern 
Africa. 

In fact slavery had been an accepted institution 
from the beginning of civilization. Joseph was 
sold into slavery. The Jews were taken into 
slavery in Babylon. The spoils of war were gold, 
silver, and ‘human capital’: skilled craftsmen, 
and fit men and women to be labourers or, in 
the case of many women, concubines. Even 
Britons in the West Country were regularly 
seized to be slaves by Barbary pirates until 
finally stopped in 1816.

Throughout history the plight of the poor 
around the world had never been much better 
than the slave. They were always at the risk of 
starvation or a brutal landlord.  It was not until 
the 18th century that the morality of slavery 
was ever considered.   

Today we find it incredibly difficult, if not 
impossible, to understand how Edward 
Colston, a high churchman, could have been 
morally blind to the suffering of other human 
beings. He had risen quickly through the Royal 
African company and, 9 years after joining, was 
chief executive for a year, clearly responsible 
then for all the company’s activities. But history 
makes no sense if taken out of context.   In the 
standards of his time Colston was a worthy 
man. He was a successful businessman and 
chose to endow schools, alms houses, hospitals 
and churches with his wealth. We cannot 
condone his actions. We can explain them and, 
in doing so, we can demonstrate that progress 
has been made.

In 2005 Sue and I went to Timbuktu where our 
young Mali guide told us that his grandfather 
had been captured by slavers. Though put in 
ankle irons, he had managed to escape by 
hopping to the forest and hiding for 3 days. The 
year must have been around 1936, 3 centuries 
after Colston’s birth. Mali only abolished 
slavery in 1960. Though slavery is no longer 
legal in the World, we know it, and the near 
slavery which comes from poverty, remains 
even in the UK and must be routed out.

Richard Balmer

Colston almshouses, Bristol
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the covid lockdown 
we will produce 2 

Messengers a month.  
If you have any news or 

other items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 

articles if necessary.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



MHA Sunday was 13th June and the work of 
MHA was promoted across the country.   It 
gave us an opportunity to support their work 
financially.
Why support MHA?

MHA has been improving the lives of older 
people for almost 75 years. With your help, 
they  will help many more.
The money raised will go towards connecting 
older people in communities that care. From 
services like 
✓ Live at Home schemes across Great 

Britain that reduce loneliness and 
isolation for over 10,000 individuals 

✓ Ground-breaking Music Therapy for 
people living with dementia,

Every penny will make a difference to older 
people..

1
✓ £6 could help deliver a week's 

Telebuddies service, providing a regular 
phone call to check on 5 isolated older 
people living alone.2

✓ £50 could train a volunteer befriender for 
an isolated older person, helping to 
reduce loneliness and isolation in their 
own home.3

✓ £180 could fund a Music Therapist for a 
day, working to reduce anxiety in four 1:1 
sessions and one group session.

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Young Church on Sunday 6th June  responded 
to current events by reading and discussing 
The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson 
(https://youtu.be/ad0IxLet_34), in which 
two girls, Clover and Annie, separated by a 
fence and the colour of their skin, start to 
get to know one another and, together, 
upset the status quo. 

They imagine a future where the fence has 
been torn down by the cumulative power of 
small acts of friendship and growing 
understanding. This was shown on the 
church service video on Sunday 13th June  
and includes the children’s powerful reaction 
to the problem of racism and their passion to 
overcome difference and challenge 
prejudice. 

The crafts celebrated the friendship of Annie 
and Clover, with pictures of them together 
on the fence. Some children wrote letters to 
the characters and talked about how the 
story reflected the challenges of their own 
lives. 

The words of the children, who are 
instinctively allies, can give us all hope for an 
anti-racist future. 

Linda Bates 

https://youtu.be/ad0IxLet_34

