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Pentecost Sunday was 31st May and since there was no 
service in the church the stewards arranged for people to 
take doves and flames down to the church grounds.   These 
were put on  trees, and boards on either side of the lych gate.     
Passers by could not miss that it was it was something special.   
Here are a few of the doves and flames 
that  adorned the church 
grounds.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Dear Friends,

Time is flying by and it is now 10 weeks since 
everyone’s lives were changed as our nation 
went into lockdown as a result of the 
coronavirus.

Some people are beginning to return to some 
kind of normality as far as work is concerned, 
and many have been given a little more 
freedom regarding leisure and activity 
outside the home, but it may well be some 
time before we, as a church community, can 
begin to open up our building once again and 
return to some kind of normality. 

In the meantime, the Church year rolls on. 
We have already marked Easter and 
Ascension tide in lockdown and, as 
Methodists, have focussed upon and 
celebrated the anniversary of the heart-
warming experiences of both John and 
Charles Wesley.  Now we mark Pentecost, the 
day when the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ 
Disciples and the church community was 
born.

Pentecost was, of course, originally a Jewish 
Festival that took place 50 days after the 
Passover celebrations (hence the Pente bit!). 
It was also known as the festival of weeks, 
celebrated 7 weeks and 1 day following the 
Passover. It was a harvest festival marking the 
gathering in of the first fruits of the harvest 
and you can read more about the instruction 
to celebrate this in Exodus 23v16 & Numbers 
28v26-31.

It is probably no coincidence that the events 
of the first Easter fell on the Jewish Passover 
(Marking God’s deliverance of his people) and 
that the outpouring of his Spirit came at 
another important festival (Pentecost) when 
it would have the greatest impact.

What better time than at 
Harvest to Celebrate God’s 
goodness and one of his 
greatest gifts to humankind – his ongoing and 
indwelling transforming presence.

The truth is, for those early disciples, once 
God’s Spirit had come upon them there could 
be no going back to any kind of normality – to 
the life they had known before this occasion. 

So, as we try to recover something of our 
own normalities of what life was like before 
Covid 19, let’s not forget that, for Christians, 
there can never be such a thing – because 
God has come and keeps coming to us in new 
and exciting ways. We are not alone or left 
‘as orphans’ for God is with us, both in 
lockdown and in freedom.  As a result of his 
Spirit coming upon us at Pentecost and day 
by day, life can never really be the same!

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton.

Pentecost by John Brokenshire was displayed in the 
church at the exhibition of some of the Methodist 
Modern Art Collection in 20172
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Valerie Lord 
celebrated her 90th

birthday on 1st June.   
We wish  Valerie 

well  for a speedy 
recovery following 

her recent fall

Eunice Horsman

Eunice’s  funeral will be at 1.00 
pm  on 10th June at Robin Hood

Anne and I have been Eunice's Pastoral Visitors since 2015.  
This was before her husband Ken died. We also got to know 
Katherine and Malcolm well, her daughter and son in law.

It did not matter when we went to see her, she always had a 
smile on her face and she talked a lot about her friends at the 
Church especially Valerie Willets whom she had known for 
many years. 

As you can see in the photograph in 2015 she was able to walk 
and liked to come to Lunch time meetings. Unfortunately she 
had one or two falls that stopped her getting about but one or 
two members of the Church still went to see her. 

Eunice and Ken lived originally in Fernleigh Court, Solihull. After 
Ken had died and following on after the falls she moved to 
Birchmere House near Knowle. Whenever we went to see her 
there was still the smile on her face and she informed us she 
was much happier there. 

Eunice played the piano for the home's Sunday service which 
she enjoyed and later she had the company of Michael and 
Valerie Willets as Michael was also at Birchmere Court. In April 
2020, after a year at Birchmere, she had to  move to Knowle 
Gate Care as she became more dependant on nurses. 

85th Birthday 90th Birthday

Eleanore Beaton 
celebrated her 85th

birthday in May

Unfortunately I never went to 
Knowle Gate due to the 
coronusvirus. We were so sad 
to hear she had died. 

Peter Stoakley



Howard Staight

I felt honoured to be asked to join the 
Stewards team although this will be as a co-
opted member until the AGM approves my 
nomination. For those who do not know me 
I offer the following few words of 
introduction:

I am a retired Chartered Civil Engineer. 
During my career we moved as a family 
around the UK and to Hong Kong on various 
projects. Stella and I settled in Solihull over 
20 years ago to provide stability for our 
children as they entered secondary 

Cathy Coleman 
I grew up on the Wirral where I attended the 
local Anglican Church. I moved to Birmingham 
to study English at the University. I stayed at 
the University to take my teaching 
qualification and my first job as an English 
teacher was in Wolverhampton. By this time 
James and I were married and living in 
Harborne. While looking for a church, James 
saw an advertisement in the library for 
volunteers to help with the South Street 
Methodist Church scout troop and the rest is 
history! We have been Methodists ever since!

With James and our 3 young children, I first 
came to Solihull Methodist Church in October 
1995. We had just moved from Abingdon in 
Oxfordshire where we had lived for 10 years. 
Having been members of All Saints Methodist 
Church there it was good to find another 
lively church and somewhere that felt familiar 
and welcoming for the whole family. Over the 
years the children were enthusiastic 
members of Junior Church, Brownies, Guides, 
Scouts, Seekers and SMASH. I was involved 
with Junior Church for some years.

Very soon after our arrival in Solihull, I started 
work as an English teacher at St Peter’s 
Catholic School and, after a few years, 
became head of department. After many 
years I eventually stood down to work part 
time and am now happily retired! My Dad, 
Keith, moved down from Lancashire in 2013 
to live in a retirement flat in Henley in Arden 
and he joined us at Solihull Methodist and 
very much enjoyed the fellowship. The

children are now grown up and we have two 
grandchildren. Mati, lives in Moseley with 
Lindsey, and Iris in Liverpool with Naomi. Our 
son, Sam, has lived in Germany for a while 
now.

As a steward, I am looking forward to getting 
to know more members of the congregation 
and playing my part in supporting the life of 
our church in these strangest of times.

Cathy Coleman and Howard Staight have been nominated as church stewards to replace 
Ann Polson and Derek Giles, who should be stepping down after their 3 year term of office.   
These nominations will be approved at the next church AGM.  The stewards are currently 
working on how to manage an AGM because of the lockdown.
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There are more flowers blooming in the church 
grounds.   The picture above shows the pansies 
by the rose bush as you come in from the Station 
Approach entrance.

These cheerful marigolds are at the 
entrance of the church car park in 
Station Approach giving a colourful 
greeting

education. We have worshipped at Solihull 
Methodist Church since our arrival. You may 
have seen Stella as a Steward, leading Junior 
Church and in the Church Office whilst in the 
latter years of my career I was often working 
away.  Both our children attended Junior 
Church, took part in SMASH and are now 
grown up, married with families of their own. 
They remain regular churchgoers. 

We moved to Solihull from Ivybridge in Devon 
where I was secretary to the Church Council 
and I have been a door steward in Solihull. I 
was baptised into the Church of England but 
was not a regular attendee. Stella and I 
married in 1984 and we attended Springhill 
Methodist Church (near Brownhills) and I 
became a member of the Methodist Church 
in 1988 shortly after Christine was born. 

I enjoy a bit of DIY and wood turning as 
hobbies. I am currently a manse steward, with 
the minister involved moving this year so 
summer/autumn is going to be a busy time. 

To take on the role of a Steward is quite 
daunting. With the restrictions associated 
with the Covid-19 virus and the move to a 
new normal it looks as though it might be a 
challenging time. However I am sure as a 
church family we will find a way to resume 
worshipping together in the Church. I look 
forward to being of service to Solihull 
Methodist Church.



Great News: work has started renovating 

the washrooms at Camp Joy.  Despite the 

Covid-19 restrictions in force in South 

Africa, permission has been granted to start 

the work which is likely to take until the end 

of July - an indication of how much needs to 

be done.  

The promised £9,000 was forwarded to 

Camp Joy at the end of March so that up to 

date bids could be obtained.   The best 

‘value for money’ bid came in about £2,000 

higher than the estimated £9,000 last 

summer but, as the project fund is over 

£11,000 now, the Church can still fully fund 

the whole of the work. 

The lockdown in South Africa, where 

unemployment was already extremely high, 

is leaving many in desperate straits. When 

Marjorie Roper returned from Cape Town in 

March she reported that 1,600 were being 

fed regularly at Hanover Park. Now Mike 

and Jo are part of a group preparing meals 

for over 100. Mike and Jo provide the food

which is cooked at a volunteer’s house 

where a gang leader has provided 2 large 

pots. Mike then delivers the food. 

He writes “Going in each week to distribute 

food has also given fresh entry into the 

gang who are now helping in the production 

and distribution. Talk about a mixed 

emotion – how should I feel when a dozen 

killers, drug pushers and probable rapists 

form a guard of honour and clap for me as I 

reversed out of the alley where we deliver 

the food”

This is, truly, Christianity on the front line –

where it should be. 

There is still other work needed at Camp 

Joy and donations are still being received. 

(Send a cheque to Solihull Methodist with 

‘Camp Joy’ on the envelope or on the back 

if you would like to help). All are very 

welcome. 

Richard Balmer

Stripped walls in the shower area

New partitions for the showers
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First, Freezer to Fridge?
My long suffering wife will tell 
you I’m not a good shopper. If I 
use a footballing analogy I 
would have struggled to get 
into a team playing on Hackney 
Marshes. Now life under 
lockdown means even nipping 
out for something forgotten is 
more difficult. On-line orders 
need real planning and more is 
going into the freezer than 
before. So, this seems a good 
time to recall a tip offered 
some years ago. If an item is in 
the freezer, get it out the night 
before and put it in the fridge. 
As it warms up it will help keep 
the fridge cool and save you 
money. 

Don’t Rush to Wait
This is a tip pinched from a recent Camping 
and Caravanning Magazine. Economical 
driving is greatly helped by good 
anticipation. If you see a queue ahead aim to 
time your arrival to maintain as much 
momentum as possible. Ease off the 
accelerator or even brake gently early. The 
problem might clear. Rushing and waiting will 
use more fuel when you get going again, cost 
money and cause unnecessary pollution.

Richard Balmer 

Thank you –
Wonderful response to plant sale

Peter Stoakley and John Innes raised over 
£800 from their sale of plants in aid of 
Christian Aid. This is very encouraging and 
thanks are due to them both.

Some of John Innes’ strawberry plants in a 
container on my balcony.   We have already 

had four strawberries!
Sue Balmer



Ron Rich died on 30 April 2020 in the MHA 
Richmond home in Bexhill at the age of 98.    
Ron was the minster at Solihull Methodist 
Church from 1969 to 1977 and there will be 
some who still remember him.

There was  a short funeral service  held in 
Eastbourne on 19th May - an intimate, but  
very beautiful service in which the family 
gathered and spoke so lovingly about Ron. 

• He was the youngest of 5 children, born 
in Hackney, East London 

• He left school at 14 and worked for Dents 
the glove makers in their publicity 
department 

• He qualified as a Methodist local preacher 
in his teens but he couldn’t start his 
training for the ministry until after the 
war. 

• He joined the RAF hoping to be a pilot, 
but discovered that he was colour-blind 
so joined a signals unit instead. He was 
proficient enough to become a Morse 
code instructor at Cranwell. 

• In 1944 he drove his Mobile Signals Unit 
truck off a landing craft onto the beach at 
Arromanches just a few days after D-Day 
(his brother had parachuted in before D-
Day as part of the action to capture 
Pegasus Bridge). 

• Towards the end of the war he joined an 
RAF group putting on shows for the 
forces, where he became friends with Eric 
Sykes and Denis Norden. The group 
performed shows all over Europe, with 
Ron and Denis Norden collaborating on 
the scripts and songs, for which Ron 
wrote the tunes. 

• After the war he became a Methodist 

minister, serving in Brighton, Birmingham, 
Rhos-on-Sea, St Anne's on Sea, Solihull, 
Southampton and Felpham before 
retiring to Eastbourne in 1989. 

• Judith and Ron moved to Richmond MHA 
in Bexhill 2 years ago, where they have 
been very well cared for, and the church 
there continues to support Judith who 
remains at Bexhill. 

Ron’s son Jonathan says “I very much 
enjoyed our time in Solihull (despite the sad 
fact that it has left me as a Villa fan for life!) 
and I know that my parents did too. I'm sure 
it remains so, but the church in the 1970’s 
was healthy and thriving, with a particularly 
active and well-run youth club that used to 
attract teens from all quarters. Things always 
seemed to be busy and Dad's only regret 
from that period was that he was so involved 
in church life that he didn't see very much of 
his own children!” 

Revd Ron Rich

Ron and Judith Rich
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Recently Edna Handley learnt that one of 

their neighbours is a descendant of the 

Beamond family.   John Beamond and his 

wife Catherine were instrumental  in 

bringing Methodism to Solihull  when they 

held four services a month at their farm on 

Blossomfield Road in the 1870s.

Edna’s neighbour, Malcolm Beamond is 

descended from William Beamond who 

was John Beamond's brother.  Malcolm is 

John Beamond's great great

nephew. William Beamond had twelve 

children and two of them were 

the missionary sisters.  A great niece, 

Christine Beamond has written a 

fascinating history of the 2 sisters.

The sisters grew up in Shropshire and then 

the family moved to Sutton Coldfield.   

They trained as midwives and went to work 

as missionaries in Angola in 1920 and 

moved on to Northern Rhodesia after a few 

years.   Their work was supported by 

Echoes of Service which is a missionary 

support agency founded in 1872 and is still 

going today.  

Both sisters spent over 20 years in 

southern Africa.   In 1940 Ellen was ill and 

advised to go to the coast so she went to 

Cape town where she gradually recovered 

and then started working with prisoners of 

war.   Ellen told her niece that her work in

South Africa was ‘the best she ever did 

better than the work she did with the 

native black people’.   Ellen returned to UK 

in 1946 and then lived in Missionary Homes 

until she died in 1981 in Frinton on Sea 

aged 98.

Janet stayed in Rhodesia for longer but in 

1946 went  to Tasmania  because another 

sister had settled there.   In 1952 she 

returned to work in Northern Rhodesia but 

for only 2 more years.  She returned to 

Australia and married Arthur Dean who had 

been a missionary in India and Ceylon.   

They lived in Bundaberg in Queensland.   

Janet died in Bundaberg in 1977 aged 92.

Ellen and Janet had a strong family 

connection to Methodism and the Christian 

faith.  Both sisters’ faith kept them going 

during their time in Africa when they 

suffered a number of medical problems.

Sue Balmer

Ellen Beamond 1883—1981
Janet Rosa Beamond 1885—1977



Thursday 21st May 
to 

Sunday 31st May
Ascension Day to 

Pentecost

10

Mair Jones sent in this poem.

I was walking down life’s highway a long time 

ago.

One day, I saw a sign that read “Heaven’s 

Grocery Store”.

As I got a little closer, the door came open 

wide, 

And when I came to myself, I was standing 

inside.

I saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing 

everywhere.

One handed me a basket and said, “My child, 

shop with care”.

Everything a Christian needed was in the 

Grocery Store,

And all you couldn’t carry, you could come 

back the next day for more.

First, I got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the 

same row,

Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you 

need that everywhere you go.

I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of 

FAITH,

I couldn’t miss the HOLY GHOST for it was all 

over the place.

I stopped to get some STRENGTH and 

COURAGE to help me run this race,

By then my basket was getting full, but I 

remembered some GRACE.

I didn’t forget SALVATION for SALVATION is 

free,

So I tried to get enough of that to save both 

you and me.

Then I started to the counter to pay my 

grocery bill,

For I thought I had everything to do my 

MASTER’S will.

As I went up the aisle I saw PRAYER and I just 

had to put that in,

For I know when I stepped outside, I would run 

right into sin.

PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on 

the last shelf.

SONG and PRAISES were hanging near so I just 

helped myself.

Then I said to the Angel, “Now, how much do I 

owe?”

He just smiled and said “Just take them 

everywhere you go”.

Again, I said “How much do I really owe?”

He smiled again and said:-

“MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A LONG, 

LONG TIME AGO!”

A prayer for 
Methodist Homes for the Aged 

God of mercy, at this time of anxiety and fear 
we thank you for the dedicated work of MHA. 
we pray your blessing on all who wash feet, 
who bring healing, who sit with the dying who 
bring comfort in confusion, who bring peace to 
the afraid.In this we see the love of Jesus, our 
strength and hope and in whose name we pray 
Amen   

Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the 
Methodist Conference

Prayers
If you have any specific prayer requests, we 

have a dedicated email address to send them 
to:-

prayers@solihull-methodist.org.uk
You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be given to a team of 
people who will offer prayers for these 

specific situations.
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Tim Hughes, from Gas Street church in 
Birmingham, is a church leader who brought 
together 65 churches of all denominations 
across the UK for ‘The UK Blessing’ - an 
online vocal blessing which has reached over 
two million people at a time when they can’t 
attend church in person.
Tim has also repurposed his church in 
Birmingham as a community hub for safe 
volunteering, delivering food parcels and 
running telephone befriending to tackle 
lockdown loneliness.

The Conference is the governing body of the 
Methodist Church and meets annually to 
discuss matters affecting the life of the 
Church, the nation and the world.

The Methodist Council has agreed that the 
Conference cannot meet as planned in 
Telford in June and has decided that it will 
meet virtually this year.  



Renovated weather vane at Gosport
Gosport Methodist Church was built in 1910 
when a weather vane was fitted on the top of 
the steeple.   Over the years the weather vane 
corroded and stopped working.   A few years 
ago it was removed from the top of the tower 
for safety reasons and was left in the church 
boiler room.

Rather than throw it away some of the 
members from Gosport took the rusting metal 
to The BBC’s Repair Shop in Sussex.    

The Repair shop programme on BBC1 brings 
back to life old memorabilia which are in a 
dreadful state.  It is a fascinating programme on 
Wednesday evenings.  The renovation of the 
weather vane was shown in a recent 
programme.  

The Repair Shop Team did a magnificent 
job in getting the weather vane back to 
look better than new!

While stripping off the corrosion they 
found that there had been some gilding 
to the metal bars and they were able to 
recoat them with gold leaf.  

Before the repair it was impossible to see 
that the arrow on the top of the vane 
was made of copper.  The team restored 
it to the rich lustre of new copper.

The weather vane now sits in the 
grounds of the church with a plaque 
commemorating its renovation.

Thank you Repair Shop.

The weather vane when it was 
brought to the Repair Shop
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The Methodist Church  is looking for you to 
write, draw, paint, or get busy with your 
camera! The idea is that you write a poem, 
make a picture or take a photograph in 
response to the theme of ‘What is God 
saying?’

What do you think God is saying to you, or to 
the Church, or to the world? You may find it 
helpful to think about what you feel or 
notice when you pray, but also when you are 
playing, walking, talking to others, watching 
the news, watching films, exercising, 
listening to music, reading – as God can 
speak to us in many different ways and 
places.

Try and express what you think in one of the 
creative ways listed below and send it to us 
for a chance to have your entry exhibited 
and possibly win a prize.

Categories Entries can be in the form of:

•Poem/spoken word (either written or a 
video of the poem performed)

•A photograph (or collage of original 
photographs)

•A drawing/painting/collage

You can write up to 100 words, if you wish, 
to add an explanation to your entry (but you 
don’t have to!).

Age Groups There will be four different 
age groups for this competition:

•Age 4-7

•Age 8-11 (year 3-6)

•Age 11-14 (year 7-9)

•Age 15-18 (year 10-13)

Winners   There will be a winner from each 
category (poetry/photography/art) in each 
age group.
The winners will receive a voucher for either 
art/craft supplies or a book token and their 
entries will be displayed at the 3Generate 
event in October 2020.

Deadline  All entries must be received by 31 
July 2020.

Submitting entries   Instructions and an 
entry form are on the Methodist church 
website.

The ONE Programme: Connexion 
engages young people in the life of the 
Church and their local communities, 
focusing on discipleship, vocation and 
leadership. For those aged 18 to 23,
it offers a year of part time work with 

a local church project, along with 
training and national participation. 
Applications must be made by noon, 11 
June. Discover the opportunities on the 
Methodist  Church website
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Josie Boughton (Secretary of the 
Birmingham District MWiB) has sent an 
update of some of their work.   
MWiB have produced a Prayer Diary for June 
to August 2020 (available on the website).

The world Executive of the World 
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women have decided to postpone the 14th 
World Assembly to the 2nd–7th August 2022 
because of the covid pandemic.

Josie reminds all women that all members of 
the Methodist Church are automatically 
members of MWiB, irrespective of a local 
group being in existence. There is no 
membership fee.   All are welcome to attend 
any events.
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and  

Lawrie Rumens  

During the covid lockdown 
we will produce 2 

Messengers a month.  
If you have any news or 

other items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 

articles if necessary.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Messy Church has not been 
deterred by the lockdown.   Dean 
Taylor (youth worker) has been 
preparing  videos which is on the 
church website for families to 
download .  

Last month the theme was Daniel 
in the lion’s den and in May Dean 
has used the story of God talking 
to Elijah sitting in a cave on the 
mountainside when God spoke to 
him.. There is a lively video of the 
story  with cartoon characters.  

Dean and his family go on to show 
how children can make their own

Dean crawling out his cave at home

Elijah praying in the cave on the mountainside

cave (den) in their living room at home with chairs 
and sheets and blankets.


