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Solihull Methodist Church has been raising 
funds for Camp Joy for this year’s church 
project. 
Camp Joy is the rehabilitation centre for former 
gangsters in Cape Town.   It is managed by the 
First Community Resource Centre in Hanover 
Park, which is a poor community with high 
unemployment.   The Covid pandemic  has 
meant that many more have been losing their 
jobs.   The centre has always provided food for 
those in need but it is now feeding over 1000 
people every day.   The picture above shows 
the children queueing for food. 

Refurbished entrance area at 
Camp Joy



Our church has already sent 
over £11,000 from  the funds  
raised since last September.   
This  has enabled Camp Joy  to 
start on some of the necessary 
refurbishment work.

The centre’s entrance has had 
a make over and the toilets 
and showers have been totally 
transformed.   These  pictures 
show the toilets before and 
after the work.

David Hallam, a local preacher from City 
Road Methodist Church, Birmingham 
regularly puts updates of  their activities on  
Facebook.   Recently he posted that City 
Road had opened  its doors on Sunday 5th

July for people to come in for private prayer 
between 11 am and noon.   

He described how amazed they were at the 
number of people who took advantage of 

the initiative.   He reckoned about a third of 
their regular congregation came.

However what surprised him most was the 
number of passers by who said ‘Are you 
open’ and dropped in and  stayed to pray.   
Some were happy to fill in a form with the 
details and asked to be kept in touch.

David challenged other Methodist  churches 
to follow and open their doors for prayer.
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Rex and Ann are thrilled to announce the safe arrival of 
their Granddaughter Freya Mary-Ann who was born on 
Saturday 4th July, weighing 6lbs 4oz. Zoe and Mike are 
delighted, as of course are two very proud Grandparents.

Undaunted, a group of friends managed to take 
her completely by surprise with a socially 
distanced picnic lunch on a local borrowed lawn. 
There was no plan B if the weather was 
inclement, but God didn’t let us down. There 
were ribbons, balloons and a birthday cake, an 
enthusiastic rendering of ‘Happy birthday to 
you’ and helium balloons which chose to 
disappear skywards at an amazing speed. 
Friends from her days at the hospital joined us, 
as well as church friends. We each brought our 
own picnic, with a special one for Pam, so 
guidelines were rigorously followed. It was such 
a happy occasion and we succeeded in making it 
a complete surprise.            Chris Giles

Many of us will have had the disappointment of 
thwarted plans and cancelled celebrations during these 
latter months. Pam Beattie had hoped to celebrate her 
significant birthday with friends and family in the 
Church Hall, but sadly it wasn't to be. 
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Dear Friends,

How are you doing with the ‘New Normal’? Is it 
much different from the ‘Old normal’ – life as 
we used to know it pre-Covid 19? 

Social distancing, wearing masks, not able to 
hug or shake hands with friends who we have 
not seen for months……these are just some of 
the things that the ‘New Normal’ life post Covid
19 has brought about. And that’s even before 
we begin to think about opening churches for 
worship and what that might look like –
because, there is no doubt, it will certainly be 
very different! (especially for Methodists who 
like a good old sing!)

We may find all these extra measures quite 
cumbersome and frustrating but they are there 
for a reason - to protect us and to help keep this 
dreadful virus at bay. 

There is no doubt that the impact of Covid 19 
has indeed been wide reaching with no 
discrimination, touching most of us in one way 
or another. And the truth is, this ‘new’ 
experience and way of life isn’t something we 
would have naturally chosen, given the option 
to do so…….. It’s hard and wearing and, quite 
frankly, most unwelcome……. Yet here it is, and I 
guess we have to learn to live with it.

It’s true that many people actually find change 
difficult – especially if that change means being 
restricted in some way or becoming reliant 
upon others for some of our basic needs. 

This is also true of Church, which has often been 
the last bastion and refuge and a place of 
stability that people can come to in an ever 
changing world…….. This change may be 
temporary but it could be more permanent –
we just don’t know!

The good news for us as Christians is that in the 
Bible God promises to be with us throughout it 
all - We are never alone. Psalm 46 says: ‘God is 
our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble. Therefore, we will not fear……’

In Isaiah 43v1-2 the prophet Isaiah
speaks comforting words from the 
Lord when he says: “Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you…when you walk through the 
fire, you will not be burned……..
What comforting words these must have been 
to a people experiencing their own lockdown –
exiled from all they knew and loved in the 
foreign land of Babylon. 

But now, God was speaking into their very 
situation, reminding them who he was, what he 
had previously done for them and of his 
constant care for them both now and into the 
future.  

There is no promise here of a quick fix or a 
trouble-free future, but rather one of God’s 
sustaining presence right through to their 
journey’s end, come what may. 

With such a promise in mind, and with a 
reminder of what God has done both for them 
and for us so far, the ‘New thing’ that the 
prophet then goes on to talk about in verse 18-
19, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on 
the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it?”, is nothing 
to be feared but to be faced with a sense of 
optimistic welcome of all that God is doing in 
the present and will continue to actively do in 
the future as new roads are created in desert 
places and streams begin to bubble up as 
wastelands come to life once more.

What an exciting place to be!

So, 2 questions from this for you to reflect upon 
over these coming days as we continue to adjust 
to life post lockdown.

What are the New things God is doing 
amongst us at this moment?

How are we perceiving them and responding 
to them?

God Bless,           Revd. Andrew Orton.



Revd Richard Teal was inducted as the new 
President of the Methodist Conference, on 
Saturday 27 June at Cliff College in Derbyshire, 
as part of the Methodist Conference.   For the 
first time this took place online.

Richard Teal comes from a farming background, 
having grown up in the Yorkshire Dales. He has 
spent the majority of his ministry in rural areas, 
including 11 years as Chair of the Cumbria 
District. He is now Superintendent of the 
Driffield Hornsea Circuit in East Yorkshire.

In his Conference address Richard Teal focused 
on how the last few months of coronavirus and 
lockdown had affected the Church:

“Who would ever have thought a few months 
ago we would have had to close our doors and 
lock them, even at Easter! Many of our 
congregations are feeling totally disorientated, 
fearful and cut off from the fellowship we enjoy 
with each other.”

Looking ahead at how the world can adapt to 
the impact of the pandemic, the President said:

“Not a return to the same old same old but a 
church which has the reputation for 
transformation, for recreation and for 
empowerment of what we are living through in 

the present in response to a faithful God who 
redeems history and promises the brightest of 
futures.”

The Vice-President, Carolyn Lawrence, was also 
inducted that afternoon. A teacher by training, 
Carolyn was an educational mission partner in 
Guyana and has worked in a voluntary capacity 
within the Methodist Church as a preacher and 
leader. More recently she has worked with the 
Global Relationships team of the Methodist 
Church helping to engage people with our 
worldwide network of Partner Churches. She is 
also part of the World Federation of Methodist 
and Uniting Church Women.

Carolyn spoke of her passion for the world 
church in her address to the Conference:

“One thing that I find awe inspiring about the 
church is that you can be anywhere in the 
country or the world and know that you can 
find family.”

During the year to come I hope to share some 
of the key principles of church growth that I 
have learned from the church in Brazil as I 
believe they can also be applied to our church 
here in Britain.”
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The Minutes are a record of the resolutions 
of the Methodist Conference of 1820 held at  
Liverpool when the preachers met to 
consider where Methodism was going. 

Wesley’s words were still fresh in their ears 
(he died in 1791). They produced a 20 point 
action plan for the future, with a reminder of 
John Wesley’s goal; 

‘Let us afresh solemnly and heartily 
recognize the original purpose of 
Methodism to spread Scriptural holiness 
through the land…’ 

They ended with a promise to work ‘until the 
Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderness become a fruitful field, and 
the fruitful field be counted for a forest.’ 

From those 20 actions points, Carolyn 
Lawrence, the incoming Vice-President has 
distilled seven as an action plan for today’s 
church. 

1. Renew the preachers - growing leaders 
and pastoral care 

2. Renewing the preaching 

3. Prayer and fasting 

4. New places for new faces 

5. Recommitment to children and youth 

6. Cultivating the membership spiritually 

7. Renewal of teaching. 

So what about this as a blueprint for us all 
and a springboard for the future? 

Many will remember Gwen Yarham 
and her daughter Laura who 
worshipped with us every week for 
many years before they moved to 
Dorset last year.
Gwen has been struggling with 
health for a while and is particularly 
suffering with lockdown. Laura is not 
allowed to visit due to Covid and she 
reports that Gwen stopped eating 3 
weeks ago and is slowly 
deteriorating. She is still drinking 
small amounts but there seems no 
doubt she has made the decision not 
to eat by herself despite her 
dementia. Laura spoke to Gwen on 
the ‘phone last week about all her 
friends at Solihull Methodist Church. 
She asked Gwen if she would like 
people to pray for her. Gwen said,” 
yes, that would be lovely” This was a 
lot for her to say all at once so, 
obviously, she feels any prayers 
people have to offer would be a 
comfort. 

6



As many of you will know, we have been seeking a new 
Church Treasurer to take over from Christine Burr for 
well over 12 months. 

Following  appeals in both the Prattle and Messenger, 
Caroline Hinchliffe expressed an interest in finding out 
more about the position. A garden meeting was set up 
to take this further and Christine has met with Caroline 
on Zoom. 

The outcome is that Christine will continue as Church 
Treasurer for the next twelve months with Caroline 
shadowing and gradually taking over from her, with the 
expectation that Caroline will take full responsibility for 
the role from September 2021. This assumes everything 
goes well and gains the approval of the church council. 
Christine will still complete the 2020/21 accounts after 
that date and continue to support Caroline. 

This is fantastic news for us and we thank God for 

answering our prayers.                                   
Derek Giles

Congratulations to two Chief Scout's Gold Award 
winners in our troop 

Fred Kinney and Tom Colleran.

Gold is the highest award for Scouts and 
requires considerable work and achievement. 

Let’s also applaud our Scout leaders who guide, 
steer and encourage these young folk in such an 
exciting and successful way – even in lockdown! 

The leaders of all our uniformed organisations 
have kept going and kept our young people fully 
engaged during this difficult period. The young 
people are continuing to work on and achieve 
their badges while they have been isolated at 
home. 

In the past 16 weeks all sections, Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts have achieved 75 badges. 

Caroline Hinchliffe
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How can we stop using fossil fuels?

Hydrogen filling station, 

Reykjavik, 2005

Although the UK has made progress reducing its carbon 
dioxide emissions with more efficient vehicles and 
appliances, generating more electricity from renewable 
sources, and by replacing most coal with gas, 80% of its 
energy still depends on the fossil fuels: oil, gas and coal. 
Renewables only supply 11% of all energy with nuclear 
and ‘other’ the remaining 9%. Gas is needed to heat 
homes and other buildings, and generate electricity when 
the sun doesn’t shine or the wind blow. Oil powers nearly 
all transport. 

In theory we could switch heating from gas, and transport 
from oil, to electricity. However, that would mean an 
increase in power line capacity of up to 5 times and a huge 
replacement programme to replace gas powered heating 
in homes and other buildings. Nor would it overcome the 
problem that the wind stil doesn’t always blow or the sun 
shine when we need that extra electricity. What is really 
essential is a way to store electricity when there is plenty 
of wind and sun - or a green replacement for oil, coal and 
gas. Hydrogen could be that replacement.

Near Herne Bay in Kent a company has just obtained 
permission to produce hydrogen by electrolysis using 
electricity from a wind farm. Initially the hydrogen will fuel 
London buses but, eventually, hydrogen could replace gas 
in the mains (the old town gas was 50% hydrogen) and all 
fuel in transport. Producing hydrogen is not cheap and 
handling needs care but another project in Hull is on the 
way and, one day, 2020 might be seen as the real start of 
the hydrogen age. 

In the meantime, the planet still 
needs all the help it can get. We 
can help by buying less ‘stuff’, 
choosing efficient cars and 
appliances when we have to, 
adding insulation, eating less 
meat, travelling less and 
planting trees. 

Richard Balmer

An anonymous  card was recently received by the 
church from someone whose grandparents were 
married in ‘your fantastic church’.    The  writer lives 
in the south but must see  the Messenger and says 
how gorgeous the church looks and sent a packet of 
seeds to sow in the church grounds.
The writer and family are thinking of the church 
family and send rays of hope.



I wonder how many other folk managed to get potted 
sunflowers from Peter Stoakley this year, sold to raise 
funds for Christian Aid.    We had six and they have 
given us great delight as we have watched them 
shoot up.   Friends will swiftly endorse the fact that I 
was last in the queue when God gave out gifts for 
gardening  but, this year, I have redeemed myself 
with more time to potter in the garden, thanks to 
lockdown. 

In fact, the garden has been a source of great joy 
during these strange months because, for the first 
time ever, we have had blue tits and great tits 
successfully fledging from our bird boxes.   Watching 
the parents busy making their nests, then feeding 
their young and finally encouraging them from the 
security of their homes has been a true blessing from 
God. And now we have the delight of watching our 
youngsters returning every day to feed, along with a 
family of greater spotted woodpeckers. It has been 
truly amazing. 

Back to the sunflowers. I have faithfully watered 
them, spoken tenderly to them and they have just 
kept growing. The tallest, as you can see in the photo, 
has reached the top of the garden fence at 75 inches 
(1.9m). So thank you, Lord, for time to sit and reflect, 
and enjoy the beauty of your creation with new eyes 
and even do a spot of gardening. I have been thankful 
for the opportunity to reflect during this pandemic on 
how much I take for granted, how much I value the 
precious gift of God’s creation, friendship, worship, 
prayer and our church family, and how much I miss 
the hugs! I believe God can teach us new things 
during this time, which perhaps we may not have 
learnt any other way, if we have open hearts and 
minds. Well done to all of you who have magnificent 
gardens this year and as you can tell, I’m very excited 
about our sunflowers.

Chris Giles
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Prayers
If you have any specific 

prayer requests, we have 
a dedicated email address 

to send them to:-

prayers@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be 

given to a team of people 
who will offer prayers for 

the specific situations.

Sunday Worship

Solihull Methodist service
Every Sunday a new video of worship can be found from the 
link on the home page of the church website.   This link can 
be accessed at any time.  See www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
This service is produced by Andrew and includes other 
members of the church as well.

District service
Every Sunday at 10.30 am the District stream a live service 
via Facebook.   It can be watched live or can also be watched 
later from the district Facebook page.

CC BY-NC-ND

Scouts  need help
The Scouts need someone with 
experience in managing accounts 
to help with theirs.   Experience 
within Scouting or even with a club 
or, even,  professionally would be 
great.   

Solihull Scouts is a registered 
charity and the treasurer  is a 
trustee playing an essential role in 
the good governance of their 
funds.    The trustees meet 6 times 
a year.  This volunteer role is very 
flexible as it does not need regular 
weekly commitment. For more info 
contact Simon at 
simon.hague@solihullscouts.org.uk

The Wednesday prayer 
group

is now meeting by Zoom each 

Wednesday at 9.30am. If you 
would like to join in, please contact 

Chris Giles for details.

http://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
mailto:simon.hague@solihullscouts.org.uk
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the covid lockdown we 
are  producing  2 Messengers a 

month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary and are 

not responsible for the views 
of contributors.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Diane Webb
Pastoral and 

Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

TIFFIN – Messy Church Style!

150g butter
6 level tablespoons (tbs) cocoa
3 level tbs sugar
3 tbs golden syrup   (hint:   put your 
tablespoon into hot water for a short time 
before measuring out – the syrup will slide 
off it easily!) 
Handful of raisins
200 g biscuits (Malted Milk are good but 
Digestives will work too) 

▪ Wash your hands well with soap and 
water

▪ Grease and line an oblong baking tine 
with greaseproof paper. 

▪ Measure the cocoa, butter, sugar and 
syrup into saucepan and melt over a low 
heat

▪ Put to one side 

▪ Bash the biscuits with a rolling pin until in 
pieces (this can be done in the packet).  

▪ Pour the biscuits into the melted cocoa 
butter mixture and stir – if there are any 
biscuit pieces that are too large they can 
be crushed as you stir. 

▪ Add a handful of raisins 
▪ Press mixture into the prepared tray. 
▪ Break the chocolate into small pieces and 

melt in a bowl (use a microwave, or put 
the bowl over a pan of hot water).   

▪ Pour over the mixture and spread out 
until all the mixture is covered. 

▪ Put in fridge for at least 2 hours
▪ Cut into pieces (put the knife blade in a  

cup of hot water to heat it for easier 
cutting!) 

▪ EAT and enjoy!        

Dean Taylor has produced another online session for Messy 
Church which can be accessed from the church website.   It 
starts with a short video of the creation story and Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden.   
After singing ‘Our God is a great big God’ with actions it 
goes on to   suggest that we care for others by baking some 
tiffin to give to them.   He and his helper show how it is 
made.

Sampling the tiffin


