
July 1st 2020

Peter Stoakley and his team have worked 
wonders on the church grounds:- they have 
never looked so colourful.  A huge thank you for 
all the hard work.

The lovely 
rose 
bushes by 
the Station 
Approach 
entrance 
gate

The beautiful flower bed alongside 
Station Approach

Underneath 
the silver 
birch trees by 
Blossomfield 
Road

Sunflowers and 
marigolds hiding 

by the car park 
entrance.   They 

are best seen from 
the grass
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Dot Hayward 
celebrated her 90th

birthday on     
23 June and had a 
lovely day despite the 
lockdown

Sue Maskell would also like to thank the 
Banks Housegroup for the lovely personal 
gesture of delivering hand written cards and 
hearts instead of holding the Fellowship 
Lunch in June.   The heart is over her bed.  

Doris Dugdale says it was a lovely 
surprise to receive a beautiful card 
and even more beautiful crocheted 
heart inside, from the Banks 
Housegroup.   Thank you very much.   
Also thank you for all the prayers you 
all sent for Ian and me.   They were a 
great support for us during the last 2 
years and 4 months.  We did 
appreciate them.
Love, Doris

75 years victory medal
Reg Bywell has received a another 
Russian medal. 

The Russian embassy were sorry it could 
not be presented to him in person 
because of the lockdown restrictions.     

It is a state commemorative medal of the
Russian Federation which was established 
on June 13, 2019 by Presidential Decree and 
commemorates 75 years of Victory in the Great 
Patriotic War 1941-1945.   

Jean Jones would like to thank people for all 
the help she has received during the 
lockdown.    She feels very blessed.    She is 
especially grateful to her Saturday paper 
boy, Andy Hunt.

Reg served in the Navy with the 
convoys to Murmansk (Russia) 
during the second World War. 
The stories of his experiences 
are absolutely amazing.
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Dear Friends,

I must begin with an apology. 
The previous edition of the Messenger 
included a human interest article by Richard 
Balmer about the slave trader Edward Colston. 
The editorial team have received mixed 
responses to this from those who found it 
interesting and helpful but also from others 
who found the subject matter offensive and 
who believe that matters such as these should 
not be promoted in a magazine that goes out 
in the name of the Church. I can assure you 
that no offence was intended either by the 
original author nor the editorial team who take 
the view that history should not be wiped out 
because it is bad but, instead learned from.

I am sorry if publishing this particular article 
has caused any hurt or offence and it is 
certainly not the view of the Methodist Church, 
both here in Solihull and Nationally that slavery 
or racism is acceptable in any form but that it is 
‘a denial of the gospel’ (Methodist standing 
orders 013b & 050). 

We cannot change the past, or make excuses 
for the behaviour of those who have gone 
before us, but we can certainly learn from it 
and make sure that the world in which we live 
today is more just and equitable for all.

On Saturday 27th June during his inaugural 
address, Rev Richard Teal the new President of 
the Methodist Conference said: “Black lives 
matter. Racism, homophobia and gender 
injustice are inherent in our society, but the 
gospel we live by and proclaim will not tolerate 
such injustice.”

I believe we have much to learn from our 
young people on these matters and I have 
been impressed with how they have handled 

such complex discussions and I
ssues over the past few weeks. 
This gives us great  hope as we continue to 
strive towards being an inclusive community 
here in Solihull Methodist church.

Secondly, I wanted to update you with what is 
happening regarding re-opening our church 
buildings. Government restrictions have now 
changed regarding being able to meet for 
public acts of worship from the beginning of 
July. However, there are lots of measures that 
need to be put in place in order for us to safely 
open our building once more and a small group 
has been appointed to look at this on your 
behalf and move things forward. The initial 
feeling is that we will not be in a position to do 
this in early July and that it may well be August 
or even September before we have everything 
in place, but I want to assure you that we are 
working on this and we will open the church 
once again for worship as soon as we are able 
to safely and practically do so. In the 
meantime, we will continue to offer resources 
on our Website for worship and to offer 
pastoral care to each other as we are best able 
and as we have been doing for the past couple 
of months. I want to say a big thank you to all 
who have worked tirelessly to do this – you are 
very much appreciated by us all.

Paul writes to the Philippians: “I thank my God 
every time I remember you…because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus”.

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton.
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At Solihull Methodist Church we are seeking a 
new church treasurer. 

Our current treasurer, Christine Burr, has 
served for six years, one year beyond her 
commitment of five years when taking on the 
position. She graciously agreed to do a further 
year last summer. We have been exploring 
options for some time now but without 
success. We are now in a position where we 
desperately need to find a replacement. 

Over the last year we have put in place 
support through our church office. This is 
working well and takes some of the routine 
work off the treasurer. 

Church Treasurer urgently needed

Do you feel called to this position and is 

this something that you could help us 
with? Do you know anyone we could 
approach about the position?

We would ask you to pray about this situation 
for us. 

If you feel that you could help, please talk in 
the first instance to our minister, Andrew
Orton or church steward Derek Giles. 

Church Council Report
The Church Council met on Monday 22nd

June. The  Church Council agreed

• To appoint Wallace Crooke as the 
Auditors for the church accounts for the 
year ending 31.8.20

• To pay the remaining 50% quarterly 
assessment in May and the full first 
quarter of the 2021 assessment in August.

• That a revised 2020/2021  budget, taking 
into consideration our loss of income, 
would be presented to the council at the 
October meeting.

• That a group is be set up to look at a plan 
of how to spend the Pam Brown Legacy.

• That the Stewards will be considering if we 
can run events for a project next year.

• That the Property Committee be 
delegated to look at refurbishing the gents 
toilets in the church hall.

• To set up a small group to look at the re-

opening of the church and buildings.

• That Jonathan Tuckey would be the point 
of contact for all key holders and he must 
be informed before anyone accesses any 
part of the church building.

• Some temporary and permanent changes 
to the safeguarding policy.

• Reports were received from Youth and 
Children’s Work, the Greener Church 
Group, Church Life and Mission 
Committee and the Communications 
Group. Camp Joy Project and the Mission 
and Ministry Team.

• It also heard an update from Project Hope.

• The council extended its thanks to the 
retiring senior stewards Derek Giles and 
Ann Polson for all their hard work.

Helen Banks, 

Church Council Secretary



This hymn has been 
written by John Bell of the 
Iona Community during 
the lockdown. .  It was 
sang on Radio 4’s Sunday 
service on 28th June which 
came from the Iona 
Community.

A recording  was played as 
part of the opening 
devotions at the start of 
the recent church council 
meeting held on Zoom

It works as a prayer for tomorrow 
when we will be able meet up 
again and not just see each other 
on Zoom.

There is faith and love here  which 
can has help so many people, 
especially the lonely, through this 
crisis.

It is beautiful and meaningful.   We 
look forward to hearing it and finding 
occasions to sing it again.
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Dear sisters and brothers of the 
Birmingham Methodist Circuit

As I’m sure you are aware, the 
Government have now announced that it 
is possible for Churches to re-open for 
worship from July 4th. During this time of 
transition, we will be working together to 
ensure that we can re-open safely and in 
accordance with the Government 
guidelines. The Methodist Church will be 
issuing their updates for the re-opening of 
Church buildings in the light of the most 
recent news. Please note that, at the 
present time, the Government and 
Methodist guidance only allows  the 
possibility of reopening Churches for 
worship and not for user groups, other 
than essential services and Pre-Schools 
and Nurseries. Further updates for user 
groups will be sent out as we receive new 
guidance from the Methodist Church.

Since the Government suggested a July 
return as a possibility, there have been 
many different responses and we wonder 
what you are thinking in your Churches. 
You may have other thoughts of course?

1. To get back to worship as soon as 
possible at some point in July or August, 
we must work on the risk assessments and 
checklists and prepare the building for 
worship according to all guidelines in the 
coming weeks. We must also communicate 
with user groups to begin planning for 
their return, perhaps in a phased way, 
when permission is given.

2. If we plan for a return hopefully in 
September or some time in the Autumn it 

will give more time to make the required 
preparations.

3. Perhaps we should not consider a 
return until we have had a proper 
opportunity for reflection and a 
conversation about the future of our 
Church, and the future of “Church” in the 
light of having lived through the lockdown.

Of course, 2 and 3 are not exclusive, it is 
possible for both of those to happen.

Last week, all the Birmingham District 
Superintendents met with the Chair of 
District.  It was suggested that Churches 
proceed with care and caution, and to 
consider the following two questions 
before returning to our buildings;

1. What have we done during lockdown 
that we want to continue when we return 
to our buildings?

2. What do we not want to do when we 
return to our buildings that we did before 
lockdown?

As we journey through the coming weeks 
and months, we will continue to support 
one another as a Connexional Church and 
hold one another in prayer. We will also 
seek to be guided by the Holy Spirit as we 
contemplate how we might take this 
opportunity to re-imagine how we serve 
the present age and become the Church 
that God is calling us to be.

Yours in Christ,
Alison, Neil and Nick
Co-Superintendents

Birmingham Methodist Circuit
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Reflection
“I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt 
bountifully with me.” (Psalm 13:6) 

Psalm 13 is a psalm of lament, where the 
psalmist cries out in distress to God, “How long 
will you hide your face from me?” (v.2b). How 
often we have felt this and yet not expressed 
it? How often have we wanted to shout out 
against God and argue with God, yet felt that 
we cannot? The traditions that come to us 
through the psalms and other parts of the First 
Testament is that it shows us a spirituality that 
allows us to do just that. The psalms allow us to 
be true not only to ourselves but also God, to 
be authentic, to be ‘real’. God sees this in us, 
after all! 

In my own life, I know that I do this as I attempt 
to be sincere with God. At times I celebrate, I 
am joyous with God; other times I rage with or 
even at God; I may even weep with God. God 
remains with me in this, holding my prayers, 
even when there are no words, only an 
expression of emotion. God holds them, even 
when I accuse and rage at God. I find this 
approach difficult at times, as it requires a lot of 
energy, both emotionally and intellectually. I 
may have a hesitation at times to do so. But 
when I am able to do this, the rewards are 
great because I am closer to God and there is 
greater connectedness between us. 

With Psalm 13, it is a personal pain that the 
psalmist expresses. Yet I am finding myself 
unable to keep my focus away from the state of 
the world and pray for those who are suffering. 
(Perhaps I am more aware of the pained world 
we are in because of lockdown and I have space 
to feel it?) I shout out, “Their foes will rejoice 
because they are shaken” (based on v.4b). In 
this psalm, I lament for those who have sorrow 
in their hearts (v.2b) and I lament for their 
‘enemies’. 

As I move through this sorrow and anger, I 
come to the end of the psalm, I am reminded of 

the most important thing – God remains in the 
world, working in it and moving it closer to 
God’s perfect Love, closer to salvation. The last 
few words remind me of how God works, of 
‘dealing bountifully’ with us. This is our hope, 
amidst the apparent chaos of the world: that 
God will ultimately provide for us and do so in 
prolific amounts. God’s Love is bounteous, 
exuberant, lavish. 

Pray
Use Psalm 13 to pray to God. Use it either for 
yourself, for others or both. Allow yourself to 
express your feelings about what is going on in 
your life and in the lives of others. Speak out 
(or even shout out!) the words of the psalm. 
You may find the image of the artwork Worn 
Out helpful with this. Psalm 13 1 How long, O 
LORD? Will you forget me for ever? How long 
will you hide your face from me? 2 How long 
must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in 
my heart all day long? How long shall my 
enemy be exalted over me? 3 Consider and 
answer me, O LORD my God! Give light to my 
eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 4 and 
my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’; my foes 
will rejoice because I am shaken. 

5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart 
shall rejoice in your salvation. 6 I will sing to the 
LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with 
me. 

Worn Out, 2014. Iyad Sabbah (Palestinian, 1973–), 
Fiberglass sculptures covered in clay. 

7
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Do you know your Carbon Footprint?
Many have found the Covid
lockdown has given us a 
little more spare time so I’m 

going to suggest we all have a go at 
calculating our Carbon Footprint: the amount 
of carbon dioxide, the main man-made global 
warming gas, we each put into the 
atmosphere in a year. We do this when we 
use electricity, gas, go out in a car, fly, or 
travel by bus or train, and every time we buy 
something or use a service because energy is 
used to make those goods and services. 

There are many online calculators that help. I 
use the Carbon Footprint Ltd one 
(www.carbonfootprint.com). It is very 
detailed and often one ends up making a 
reasonable ‘best guess’ but it does help one 
learn. I was surprised, for example, to find 
that 2/3rds of the 3.79 tons of energy I used 
buying goods and services went on food and 
drink. It underlined how much energy is used 
in agriculture. 

The table above is my carbon footprint for 
2019. It is not a pretty sight. The UK average 
is, at 6.5 tons, less than half what I used. My 
flights alone exceeded the 6.5 ton average 
(not helped, of course, by having one son in 
Canada and another in Australia).  My only 
salvation is that I offset (paid for trees etc to 
be planted to ‘mop up’ the carbon dioxide, I 
emitted) at the rate of £6/ton and added the 
same for Sue. 

Item Tn CO2

Electricity +gas 0.68

Use of car 1.39

16 Flights - take offs 7.93

Bus, train, etc 0.10

Goods + services 3.79

Total 13.89

District progress
Despite the lockdown the Birmingham 
District is still hoping to achieve Eco-District 
status. A Zoom meeting was held on 25th

June.

Proud Winners
Here they are proudly holding their winning 
prize of a box of toffees after coming up 
with ideas of using up recycling materials.

Richard Balmer

http://www.carbonfootprint.com/
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A chapel’s new wildlife garden recently 
burst into life for the whole village to 
enjoy.
The first of two mini-meadows was in full 
bloom with red poppies, blue cornflowers 
and yellow corn marigolds. The air was 
alive with bees and butterflies.

To celebrate, a village community group 
organised a cream tea in the garden at 
Mickleton Methodist church, with 
conservation activities for children.

The Three Bees Garden began in the 
spring next to the church in the Stratford 
and Evesham Circuit. Its name derives 
from its slogan, Bee Responsible, Bee 
Respectful, Bee Friendly.

Volunteers of all ages from the village and 
congregation helped, including two 
teenage sisters whose spadework will help 
them to qualify towards a Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

Nearly £4,000 has been donated to 
purchase plants and benches, picnic tables 
and display boards about wildlife.
www.mickletonmethodistchurch.org.uk

The neighbour-women gave him a name, saying, 
“A son has been born to Naomi!”

So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, 
the father of David     Ruth 4, v17

The story in the book of Ruth ends with Naomi’s 
life being restored. She has lost her husband and 
sons, and although they can never be replaced, 
she has a new son in Obed. The name Obed 
means ‘worshipper’, and is a mirror of how 
Naomi now feels – no longer bitter and 
resentful, but full of worship.

It’s interesting that the writer puts it this way; 
after all, Ruth and Boaz have a baby, not Naomi. 
Yet in the culture of the time, as the widow of 
one of Naomi’s sons, when Ruth had a son by 
her new husband, it would have been classed as 
a son of her dead husband, therefore a grandson 
of Naomi, and entitled to all that Naomi’s son 
owned. He would also be responsible for Naomi, 
as a woman in his household.

The end of the story reminds us that even when 
all seems lost, God is still with us, as other 
people are still with us. During the pandemic, 
many have felt alone, abandoned and 
depressed, feeling as if there is no way out, no 
way through. But the end of the story of Ruth 
reminds us that even when it seems impossible, 
God is still looking out for us – as are other 
people – even when we don’t recognise it.

God of love
You are always with us and you never leave us;

Even when we feel that we are all alone,
That no one cares and no one notices us,

You are there and you notice us.
Help us to notice those around us –
Those who feel alone and isolated,

Those who feel unloved and forgotten;
Help us to show that they are loved,
That we are there for them.   Amen.

http://www.mickletonmethodistchurch.org.uk/


Facemask 
Manufacturing
The need for shelter is even 
more important for refugee 
communities at this time of the 
pandemic, so Shirley 
Methodist Church have been 
raising money for Shelterbox
by making facemasks.
Carolyn (from Shirley 
Methodist) has made over 70 
masks so far and raised £450.
Thank you Carolyn for the 
inspiration and all your hard 
work! Some of the masks are 
pictured here.

On the Methodist Conference as it meets 
virtually to confer
gracious God,  pour out your Spirit.

On Barbara Glasson and Clive Marsh
as their presidential year comes to a close
gracious God,  pour out your Spirit.

On Richard Teal and Carolyn Lawrence
as they chair the debate and embark on their 
presidential year
gracious God, pour out your Spirit.

On presbyters and deacons
to be received into Full Connexion today
gracious God,
pour out your Spirit.

On the officers of the Conference
gracious God,
pour out your Spirit.

This year the Methodist Conference had to meet 
virtually because of the lockdown. Here is a 
prayer for the conference posted on Facebook 
by Nathan Falla.

On the technical and support team
that are working to make virtual 
conference happen.
gracious God, pour out your Spirit.

On the Church as we seek your will and way
gracious God,
pour out your Spirit.
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Wesley House often feels like a well-kept 
secret in the wider Methodist District but its 
ministry is amazing as it offers ‘Home from 
Home’ accommodation for global 
students. There are two main sites a) Asbury 
House and b) Wesley House comprising 
about 100 flats/rooms. (see bish.org.uk)   

Revd David Butterworth

Former guest Anna wrote: I never had time 
to write this simple email. After the return 
to Italy, the restart of my job and the 
terrible Covid pandemic, I didn't have the 
chance to write a few words for the whole 
BISH team. As soon as I arrived in 
Birmingham I immediately felt that I had 
moved away from my everyday life, 
although I was very enthusiastic about the 
new adventure that I had ahead of me. My 
work has always included various trips, but 
not for periods as long as the six months 
that awaited me. When I arrived in that 
house from Italy, in a new country, I 
immediately felt at home. It is not a way of
immediately impressed me. The people you 
chose as guests in the house are all 
saying it, the extreme availability and

education that characterize all of you 
wonderful people, with whom it was 
wonderful to create such strong ties despite 
the cultural differences. These were never 
considered in a negative sense. I have 
learned a lot from every interaction with 
you and them, I have learned to appreciate 
my culture, yours and theirs in a simple and 
familiar way (even if I always had a very 
international point of view). To say that my 
months at BISH were among the best of my 
life is not a clichéd phrase. It was a unique 
experience, whose extreme positivity is 
thanks to you, your competence and your 
care; to my friends of whom I carry 
something in my heart and with whom I still 
have a beautiful relationship, and to the 
fantastic environment in which I was 
welcomed in the best possible way. I just 
wanted to thank you for everything. I hope 
to see you all again as soon as possible. My 
best wishes. Anna (ex-guest room number 
21). 

Lawrie Rumens is the chair of the BISH 
trustees



Location: Birmingham
Job Type: Full Time
Contract Type: Intern
Salary: £22,000 per annum
Closing Date: Sunday 05 July 2020

✓ Are you interested in gaining invaluable 
experience in pioneer ministry work, with 
not just one, but three exciting, thriving 
initiatives?

✓ Are you interested in interfaith dialogue, 
worship and inclusion?

✓ Are you curious, creative, self motivated 
and a team player?

✓ Do you have a great idea for a new 
initiative or outreach that you’d like to have 
seed funding for?

✓ Are you looking for the next step in your 
life and calling but want to gain mission and 
community development experience?

If so, we may have a great opportunity for 
you!
This is a rare opportunity to gain experience 
working in an exciting, challenging and diverse 
pioneer role. You don’t have to have specific 
pioneer experience – but we do want you to 
have passion and a desire to see and be a key 
part in effecting real transformation in 
communities and individuals. This is a wide 
ranging role with huge scope to grow, develop 
and discover new and existing skills.

This role will cover time in three pioneer 
initiatives:
Inclusive Gathering Church Birmingham 
(approx. 2 days a 
week) https://inclusivegathering.org.uk/

Jazz Community Church (approx. 2 days a 
week) https://www.jazzcommunity.church/

University of Birmingham Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy   (approx. 1 day a 
week) https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/stu
dent/multi-faith-chaplaincy/index.aspx

For more information visit Methodist Young 
Adults Vocations Programme 2020 on the 
Methodist Church website
Please note that this post will require a DBS 
check.

The team is currently missing representation 
from people from Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic Groups and would particularly welcome 
these applications.

* This post holds an Occupational 
Requirement for the post holder to be a young 
person within the age range of 21 – 30  
(Standing Order 250 and the Missing 
Generation Report, Conference 2009). This 
appointment will be made subject to a 
satisfactory enhanced disclosure by the 
Disclosure and Barring Service.

Interview Date: 16-Jul-2020

Methodist 
Young Adults 

Vocations 
Programme 2020

Pioneer Development Co Ordinator Birmingham
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/connect/jobs-volunteering/methodist-young-adults-vocations-programme-2020/
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• Double knitting wool

• A pair of 3¼mm knitting 

needles

Make 2 pieces.

Cast on 2 sts using long-tail 

method.

Row 1 Knit.

Row 2 Purl.

Row 3 (Kfb) twice. [4 sts]

Row 4 Purl.

Row 5 K1, M1, knit to last 

st, M1, K1. [2 sts inc’d]

Row 6 Purl.

Rep last 2 rows 8 more 

times. [22 sts]

Row 23 Knit.

Row 24 Purl.

Row 25 K1, M1, knit to last 

st, M1, K1. [24 sts]

Row 26 Purl.

Row 27 Knit.

Row 28 Purl.

Row 29 Knit.

Row 30 P12, turn and work 

on these sts only.

Row 31 K1, ssk, K9. [11 sts]

Rows 32, 34 & 36 Purl.

Rows 33, 35 & 37 K1, ssk, 

knit to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. 

[5 sts after row 37]

Row 38 P1, p3tog, P1. [3 

sts]

Cast off.

With WS facing, rejoin yarn, 

purl rem 12 sts.

Row 1 K9, k2tog, K1. [11 

sts]

Rows 2, 4 & 6 Purl.

Rows 3, 5 & 7 K1, ssk, knit 

to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. [5 

sts after row 7]

Row 8 P1, p3tog, P1. [3 sts]

Cast off.

How to knit a heart: easy knitting pattern

Hearts for hospital patients
It is only in exceptional circumstances that 
patients in our hospitals are allowed visitors 
because of the risk of infection from the 
coronavirus.  So that patients do not feel so 
isolated a service has been set up by the 
hospital  volunteers for families to send in 
parcels for their loved ones.

A handcrafted heart is given to the person 
dropping off the parcel and another one 
goes with the parcel to the patients.   The 
hospitals are running low on their stocks of 
hearts.   In the first week they delivered over 
500 parcels so they desperately need some 
more.    Can you help?

If you can knit or crochet hearts from spare 
knitting wool, please contact me and I can 
arrange collection.

I have plenty of filling if you need any.   
Alternatively I can finish them off if you 
let me have the knitted shapes.    I also 
have spare wool if you want some.

I will then take batches to Solihull 
Hospital. 
A simple knitting pattern is below but 
there are plenty on the internet
Any questions please ring me

Sue Balmer  
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Prayers
If you have any specific 

prayer requests, we have 
a dedicated email address 

to send them to:-

prayers@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

You can also text us on: 

07928 818562
These requests will be 

given to a team of people 
who will offer prayers for 

the specific situations.

Sunday Worship

Solihull Methodist service
Every Sunday a new video of worship can be found from the 
link on the home page of the church website.   This link can 
be accessed at any time.  
This service is produced by Andrew includes other members 
of the church as well.

District service
Every Sunday at 10.30 am the District stream a live service 
via Facebook.   It can be watched live or can also be watched 
later from the district Facebook page.

CC BY-NC-ND

Does anyone know the 
whereabouts of Henrietta, the 
church’s  pink vacuum cleaner who 
lives in the new storage cupboard 
by the lift in the hall?

She seems not to have obeyed the 
rules to ‘stay at home’ and we do 
not think she can be just socially 
distant. She almost certainly won’t 
be wearing a face covering so 
should be easily identifiable. 

We are worried she might have 
gone to find her brother, Henry 
Red, who also went missing some 
time ago. 

Any information please to Karen 
Handford.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie 
Rumens  

During the covid lockdown we are  
producing  2 Messengers a month.  

If you have any news or other 
items please send it  to
messenger@solihull-

methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit 
articles if necessary .

Views expressed in individual 
articles are those of the author 

and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the church 

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files

Church  Team

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk
Church Office  0121 705 7367
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Linda tells us: Young church for 20 June read 
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People 
to Freedom, by Carole Boston Weatherford. 
The book imagines Harriet’s conversations 
with God as she found the bravery to make 
the long, perilous journey from slavery in the 
South to freedom in the North, and then her 
extraordinary faith and courage in returning 
to help more people escape and be free. 

We were all inspired by Harriet and wondered 
if we could ever act so bravely. Saskia thought 
her faith was really crucial to her actions. 

We made lanterns to help guide the way, and 
safe houses which open up to show the joy of 
freedom inside. Stella imagined that her safe 
house would be full of food, drink, a warm 
bed, clean bathroom, family and friends. 

Paige suggested that we finish the session 
with a song from The Greatest Showman, 
From Now On Click Here, because the song 
starts at a place of sadness and fear but it 
travels to hope and joy. 

Action for Children 
Sunday

12th July 

Sarah Tall and Sarah Shinner
currently volunteer each week for 
this charity which was previously 
known as ‘This Way Up’.  It supports 
young people in Solihull Secondary 
schools.   They have reformed at the 
request of schools as a new charity 
called Shine Youth. 

Schools have seen an increase in the 
number of teenage pupils requiring 
mentoring and support for 
bereavement during the current 
pandemic and so they are urgently 
recruiting more volunteers (over 21) 
from the churches in Solihull to train 
to support these young people. 

Contact hello@shineyouth.org.uk to 
attend or find out more on 
www.shineyouth.org or either Sarah 
will be happy to talk to you as well 


