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From earliest times Christians set aside a period of 40 
days to prepare for the celebration of Easter. The 
various practices created a special time of 
thoughtfulness. In Solihull a tradition of light breakfasts 
on the 5 Saturday mornings in Lent followed by talks 
developed. They were organised by Churches Together 
in Central Solihull every 2 years with individual churches 
free to organise their own events in between.

This year our Church is raising money to put right some 
terrible washroom facilities at a gangster rehabilitation 
centre in Cape Town called Camp Joy. Mike Crockett, 
our minister here from 2009 to 2014, is a leading 
volunteer there.   Cape Town has one of the worst 
gangland problems in the world but it is not alone. Next 
door in Birmingham there is a similar problem with 
gangs and a rising incidence of knife crime which is even 
encroaching into Solihull.

In Cape Town, a Pentecostal church led by an 
outstanding pastor and assisted by other churches,  is 
making a difference. Their comprehensive community 
support programme has gained local families’ trust. In 
consequence the church has begun to ‘turn some of the 
gangsters around’. It sounds incredible but some of 
those former gangsters are now prepared to risk their 
lives intervening in the gang warfare as individual gangs 
compete for dominance, and offer to mediate.

It is Christianity on the front line. It is where Christians 
should be. It is where the Church is needed if the World 
is to become a better place. 

The 5 talks this year are intended to help us understand 
better the root causes and problems arising from the 
gang culture in Birmingham and, even more important, 
what might be done. 

Richard Balmer

Flowers laid in memory Jack Donoghue who was stabbed outside 
Popworld on Poplar Road before Christmas 

A local stabbing – Why?



A light continental breakfast will be available from 8.30 
am followed by the talk at 9 am, questions/discussion 
and ending by 10 am.

A recommended donation of £3 is suggested to cover 
costs for each talk with any balance  going to Camp Joy.

Rev Dr Carver Anderson, Dept of Theology and Religion, Birmingham University and co-founder and 
executive director of the Bringing Hope Charity. Carver is a social scientist who describes himself as a 
practical theologian. He authored a leading report titled: Commission on Gangs and Violence: Uniting 
to Improve Safety, for the Office of the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner in Nov 2017. 
Few have Carver’s theological insights into the depth of issues associated with gangs and violence in 
Birmingham

Rev Mike Crockett  Former minister at Solihull Methodist Church, Mike will bring us up to date with 
work in Cape Town; introduce us to some of the key workers in Hanover Park and Camp Joy and tell 
us some of the stories.  It will be a chance to ask questions.    

Tina Brooker, formerly Youth and Community Worker at Solihull Methodist. Tina will talk about the 
importance of investing in high quality youth work in keeping young people out of trouble in the first 
place - what works, what are young people’s needs and how can we help them realise their full 
potential.

Anji Barker, Newbigin Community Trust. In 2014, after 25 years of urban mission in Melbourne and 
the Klong-Toey slum in Bangkok, Anji relocated to the multi-racial and multi-religious inner-city 
neighbourhood of Winson Green, Birmingham. Newbigin House provides a place of welcome, 
inclusion and social cohesion for families in Winson Green. Anji is a trained social worker and is an 
innovative social entrepreneur.

Richard Balmer.  Richard  will review the role of parents and suggest its importance has become 
devalued at significant cost to both parents and the country. He has 2 sons and twin granddaughters 
and, when formerly a Solihull councillor, was his party spokesman on Social Services.  

He will sum up the 5 talks and, in particular, emphasize the speakers’ identifications of need and 
where the church could do more.

Can you bake a cake?
Cakes  will be on sale after church  

to raise funds for Camp Joy

Jams, chutneys also welcome
Contact Cathy Evans with any queries
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We had a lovely holiday in South Africa recently, where we 
were able to spend some time with Mike and Jo Crockett. 
We heard about Mike’s work using the techniques of 
Mindfulness to help those suffering with emotional pain, 
anxiety and stress and we also visited Camp Joy- the focus 
of our Church Project this year.

One of the places where Mike works is the area of 
Hanover Park near Cape Town. This is a place where drug 
dealing, gang fights and murders happen frequently. There 
are several gangs including -‘The Americans’ and ‘The 
British,’ who are constantly at war with each other. Add to 
the mixture the poverty and lack of hope the atmosphere 
seems charged with anger and hostility. The local church 
serves around 600 meals a day and people queue along 
the street. The enormous mounds of rice and vast pans of 
stew were something to behold especially as they were 
cooked on low gas burners in a small kitchen by a small 
group of ladies. 

The Pastor, Craven Engel, talked to us about the gun 
crime, showing us the street map where shootings have 
happened. Through his work and ministry several former 
gang members have become Christians- they are then sent 
out as ‘interrupters’ to calm the tensions as they develop 
and prevent more violence. The work they do is amazing, 
reducing the crime and death rates significantly, as well as 
working hard to keep people off drugs and to provide 
positive alternatives to gun violence. Funding of course is 
an issue but through faith and prayer – the work is able to 
continue.

As a result of this work some of the gangsters, including 
young teenagers, need to be moved from the 
environment for their own safety and rehabilitation. Camp 
Joy is a place where they go for 6 weeks to come off 
drugs, to learn about Jesus and to rebuild their lives.

The building was very run down when the Church took it 
over and still needs much work- hence our fund raising 
this year. However, the building provides a safe place for 
recovery, and has lovely atmosphere looking over fields 
and open spaces. The men sleep in a dormitory all 
together while the women live in used shipping containers 
which have been painted and made comfortable with 
bunk beds and were all very neat and tidy! There is a 
kitchen where people are encouraged to cook their own 
food. The garden run by Kenneth, who was once 
responsible for providing guns for around 200 murders, is 
growing some amazing vegetables -courgettes, potatoes 
and carrots. 

Another group are training to repair cars- very useful for 
Mike as he needed a repair to some damage on his own 
car while we were there.

The highlight of the visit was the invitation to listen to 15 
residents singing to us- a song composed by one of the 
teenagers. The chorus said over and over ‘now I know 
Jesus I no longer need to run to the drugs!’ 

We were not able to take photographs of the individuals 
but the words of that song will stay with us for a long time. 

Camp Joy – a fresh start for many- and wonderful to see 
the way that Christians are making such a difference in 
their community. Please support the work – the difference 
they are making in people’s lives is incredible. 

Ann and Rex Polson

Camp Joy Visit

Jo and Mike Crockett outside Camp Joy Vegetable garden in front of the female sleeping block
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Many will remember the church project a few years ago 
‘Raising the Roof’ where we raised money to fund 
development work in a school that Bryan and Joyce Fitter 
were associated with in The Gambia. 

Your generosity at the time was amazing and we not only 
roofed the play area to make a community meeting area 
but also provided solar energy and installed proper toilets 
for the children. Then we started their new library. It was 
truly a conversion to a school that the community were 
proud to own and support. 

Since then although no longer our formal project Bryan and 
Joyce have continued to support this primary school paying 
6 monthly visits to see that funded work actually has been 
done, that standards are maintained, and to see what 
significant issues the school is facing now. 

The country has had a difficult time with an unhelpful 
dictatorship recently supplanted so they have new seeds of 
hope. Here is what Bryan and Joyce found recently. 

Needless to say they still welcome your support in all forms 
to help this local community. 

Turn left at the Old Police Station at Yundum and follow 
the sign for Serrakunda. After a mile or so to the left is the 
sprawling district of Wellingara one of the poorest districts 
of the largest town in the Gambia. The taxi bumps along 
narrow dirt roads and finally we reach the Kebba Jarjou
Nursery School. 

It’s our first visit since February 2019. We receive a 
typically warm Gambian welcome and the added 
excitement is that parcels we sent from the UK have just 
arrived and are waiting to be opened. The parcels hold 
books for the library, shoes and T-shirts and school uniform 
dresses. 

What excitement! The whole school stops and crowds 
round the parcels and although the books and uniforms are 

well received it’s the shoes that hold the biggest attraction. 
Getting the right size is left to the adults and there are 
some disappointed children who can’t squeeze into the 
sparkly trainers but finally all seem happy. And it’s thanks 
to you who have donated shoes, books and uniforms and 
money that the children can have these things. 

Through your generous donations throughout the year we 
have also been able to finance the registration fee, the 
equivalent of £10 that parents have to pay when their child 
enters school. Nursery education is not free in the Gambia. 

We have also been able to fund the re-decoration of the 
school and our next target is to repair a large channel 
outside the school which has been cut by the heavy rains 
and floods in the wet season, some of the smaller children 
have fallen into the hole! If only they had a Safety Officer. 

That aside it has been a good year for the school and 
numbers are rising steadily which means the present level 
of staffing can be maintained. 

Well done to the school and well done to you for your 
continued support. 

Bryan and Joyce Fitter 

£10
Children £5
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Dear Friends,

I want to begin by thanking you all for your good wishes and 
prayers during my illness over the past couple of months. It has 
been good to know that our church family have been thinking 
about us at this difficult time and been lovely to be part of the 
services that we have been able to attend and to experience the 
warm fellowship. Many thanks to all who have stepped in to 
cover my work and services in my absence. My recovery is slow 
but sure and I am having a phased return working part time 
hours so please be patient with me if I don’t deal with things as 
quickly as you might have hoped!

The Services I experienced over Christmas were excellent and it 
was good to observe some of them from the ‘pews’ and reflect 
upon why we do certain things.  I want to give a big thanks to all 
who made the festivities such a great success.

For many, Christmas is now a distant memory and they are 
looking for the next thing. Many will have seen the start of a 
new decade as a new beginning and be looking forward to what 
it has to bring, putting past failures and disappointments behind 
them. New year’s ‘resolutions’ will have been made (and 
probably broken by now), and as a church we have ‘renewed’ 
our covenant relationship with God through our annual 
covenant service.

A new beginning, a new thing, that the bible speaks so much 
about. The thing is, when God says he is doing a new thing 
amongst us, that new thing, that new way of life, isn’t always 
necessarily welcome if it brings unexpected and unwanted 
change. It may mean, like I myself have recently experienced, 
being restricted in some way and becoming reliant upon others 
for some of our basic needs. It may be life changing, and yet it is 
something we all may experience or face at some point in our 
lives . Changed circumstances, not of our choosing, frailty 
through illness or old age, loss of companionship because of 
bereavement or financial difficulties as a result of a loss of 
employment……..

‘Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;’ says our 
covenant prayer. ‘Put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me 
be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted for you or 
brought low for you……….’

The good news is that through the hard times God promises to 
be with us and remain with us whatever we are going through, 
offering hope and protection even through the most dramatic 
changes of life……….. 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.

2 When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;

and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.

When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.

3 For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour;   

(Isaiah verses 1-3a)

I don’t know about you, but I find such
comfort in knowing that whatever I 
face this New Year and decade, God will
be with me as my helper, my strength 
and my guide, and so I stand on the 
promises of his word and trust in him to see me through.

But God does not leave it there! In that passage from Isaiah 43,  
his prophet goes on to say in verse 18 that the people should 
not simply be content with reminding themselves about past 
blessings, and therefore trust God what is to come but, rather 
harshly, he reminds them that they need to move on ……..and to 
experience present and future blessings as well: ‘forget the 
former things;’ he says in verse 18. ‘Do not dwell on the past. 
See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it?’

Sometimes we can be so caught up in mourning for things that 
have gone that we fail to see the one who is present here and 
now, and fail to recognise what it is that he is doing right now or 
trying to teach us through this present experience and moment 
in time!

Whilst it is good to remember the past and to celebrate God’s 
blessings to our forefathers and the inheritance we have 
received from them, this is never going to be sufficient in itself if 
we are to grow and develop in our Christian discipleship ….. for 
the past is still the past – and our God does not call us to live in 
the past but to live in the present! “See the new thing I am 
doing, and long to do right now in and through the lives of my 
people – today!” (says our God).

What opportunities might we be missing simply because our 
minds and hearts are elsewhere as we dwell too much in the 
past and remember it as it was – rather than as it is or could be? 

What are the challenges and opportunities of witnessing to our 
modern day world right now? – Where and how can we reach 
out to the people of today with the gospel of Christ? How 
different might it look to the ways we have known in the past?

And so in our Covenant prayer we gladly and humbly say: ‘I 
freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and 
disposal’ or as the modern version of the prayer says: ‘I willingly 
offer all I have and am to serve you, as and where you choose.’

For as the hymn writer Sydney Carter puts it in that famous 
hymn found at Singing the Faith 476:

‘And it’s from the Old I travel to the new; keep me travelling 
along with you.’

May that be so as we continue our journey together with him 
throughout this year and decade.

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton.



Once a month Abi comes up with innovative ideas to stimulate personal 
reflection and prayer in a quiet thoughtful yet stimulated time. 

When it gets near 8 pm on the first Sunday of the month, especially at this time of 
year, I think “maybe I’ll just skip Prayer Space” but I know that if I go I will most 
certainly have been glad to have gone and I’ll come away feeling that it’s such a 
pity that more people weren’t there to appreciate it. Not that it needs more than 
a very small group as it’s almost totally an individual experience. 

On Sunday 5th January as we entered the inside of the church it was bathed in 
three colours, red, yellow and blue. Soft Christian music set an atmosphere of 
calm. After a brief chat among ourselves Abi Godfree drew us together in the 
Chancel. She explained that our focus this time would be on the Epiphany story 
and the three gifts which the Magi brought. There were tables set out around the 
church with activities to prompt our prayers and reflections, or we could just sit 
or kneel at the communion rail where there was a scented candle and an 
invitation to “just sit and reflect and absorb the quiet music.” 

After a few simple words of guidance people, ages varying from 10 to 70+, drifted 
quietly around the church. No more words were spoken and each of us took our 
own journey, starting in different places. 

On the first table the notice said “One King brought Gold”. 

Spread around there was monopoly money and an invitation to take a note, hold 
it and ask God for wisdom about how to spend our money– our own money, our 
church’s money, our local Council and central Government money. There was 
plenty to pray about there. 

The second table reminded us that “One King brought Frankincense”. There were 
glasses, a jug of water, a bowl of rock salt and spoons. We were invited to drink 
some pure water, then add a couple of salt crystals and taste the difference. 
Frankincense is a scent similar, in a way, to the salt. A small amount can affect a 
much larger area around us. We need to ask God to bring us, through a 
transformation in him, to be light, salt and a scent of him in our lives to those we 
meet in his name. I reflected that I needed to stir the water to get the full effect. 
Do I sometimes allow God’s Spirit to be dormant in my life? 

Another table noted that “One King brought Myrrh” Myrrh, an ointment which 
can be used for healing or for the embalming of a body, is a strange gift for a 
baby. It’s a gift which reminds us of Jesus’ work and his crucifixion. On this table 
were A4 sheets of paper with large coloured spots. We were asked to think about 
the year ahead. How do we prepare for what God has in store for us? Where 
does God want us? How can we support those around us to prepare, work and 
move with God? We could write on the spots a key word to help us pray and 
listen to God through the coming weeks. I spent a long time at this table as the 
New Year had come and gone with lots of joyful activity but little time for 
reflection on the year that had passed or the one about to start. I will keep the 
sheet to remind me as I pray about changes and challenges for me and members 
of my family. 

At a further prayer station there was a large picture, painted by Abi’s father, 

Prayer Space 

of the three kings. What were the 
thoughts and feelings of these 
mysterious travellers who came from 
totally outside the Jewish 
community? What was the long term 
impact on their lives? (see photo) 

I had only got to that place when Abi 
tapped me on the shoulder and I 
realised that others were back in the 
Chancel. 45 minutes had sped past 
and I had missed the opportunity to 
add to the very large poster 
displaying the word “Joy” which the 
children had presented in church that 
morning. 

This short act of worship left me 
feeling refreshed, renewed, 
reconnected. Thank you, God, for the 
opportunity just to listen and pray. 
Thank you, Abi. 

Sandra Ker

Reg Bywell will be 
celebrating his 

96th birthday in February
Reg has recently moved to 
the Star and Garter Home.
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Shirley Aldridge 
celebrated her 
80th birthday in 
January.

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of 
Molly Mitford.    Molly was a member of 
Solihull Methodist church before she 
moved to Bath to be nearer her family.
We remember her family and friends in our 
prayers
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Richard Balmer

Celebrating 800 Years of Christianity in Solihull
(Leaflets available in Church for more details and to give to others)

800 Acts of Kindness Throughout the year Aiming to record at least 800 ‘acts of kindness’ 

carried out by individuals, groups, churches or 

schools. 

Local History Exhibition: 

Churches in Solihull 

April – June 

Solihull Central Library

An exhibition to show the development of the 

Christian communities in our town. 

Hear our Prayer Saturdays in Lent 9 Feb – 4 April

11am – 1pm 

Solihull High Street

Prayer Tree for the community to post prayers, 

thoughts or concerns to be included in Sunday 

Services. 

Good Friday Walk of 

Witness 

Friday 10 April     11am

From St Augustine’s Church

Our annual walk from St Augustine’s through Mell 

Square to St Aphege. 

Pentecost Picnic in the 

Park

Saturday 30 May   3.30 -5.30pm 

Malvern Park 

Bring a picnic and enjoy music and activities for all 

the family. 

Schools Concert: St 

Alphege Cantata

Thursday 4 June    2pm

St Alphege Church

The premiere of the life of St Alphege set to music. 

All Night Prayer Vigil Saturday 20 June  9pm – 7am

St Alphege Church

Giving thanks together for 800 years of Christian 

worship in Solihull. 

East Wind Tabernacle 

Play and Concert

July

Date and venue to be confirmed 

A celebration in music and drama. 

‘Heritage Day’ Display 

and Tours

Weekend 19-20 September 2pm

St Alphege Church 

Participating in the National Heritage Day scheme. 

Ecumenical Vespers Saturday 3 October 7pm

St Augustine’s Church 

An extra opportunity for joint worship. 

“Where do we go from 

Here?” 

Saturday 7 November

12.30 – 3.30pm 

Oliver Bird Hall 

Meet for lunch and guided discussion. Experienced 

speakers will help us consider the vision for the 

church in 50 years’ time. 

2020 is a significant year for our town. It is 800 
years since the newly formed community of 
Solihull was provided with their first church 
building. This became St Alphege Church and 
represents the beginning of public Christian 
witness and service in Solihull.  

A vision for the celebration of this significant 
anniversary was brought to our Churches 
Together meeting last Summer. It was 
proposed from the start that the focus should 
be both ecumenical and outward-looking, 
seeking to ensure that the life and faith of all 
the Christian people in our town is clearly 
visible, interesting and inviting. 

Since my original article on this subject, plans 
have developed apace.  The idea for a 
celebratory picnic at Pentecost has remained 
and we at Solihull Methodist are heading up 
the planning for that event. However, there is 
now a programme for a whole year of events 
and initiatives, building on our regular joint 
worship services and including something for 
nearly every month of the year! 

We have been grateful for the support of the 
relevant Solihull Council Officers, including help 
with publicity. Please consider supporting and 
publicising these events yourselves and do 
invite others to join you.  

Marjorie Roper
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During December, a host of 800 angels flew out of Solihull 
Methodist Church to share God's love with our local 
community.

Back in February 2019, Church Council approved a 
Christmas project to share God's love with our local 
community by giving knitted angels as gifts from 
everyone in our church. This was based on a project 
started in North Shields and Whitley Bay Methodist 
Circuit in 2014. It has since been adopted by many other 
Methodist Churches across the country including Shirley.

Over the following months, members of our 
congregation, their families and friends as well as 
members of some of the groups not affiliated to the 
church but which meet on church premises, knitted over 
800 angels. Some people knitted one or two and others 
got carried away and were very reluctant to stop 
knitting! November was label time when a team tied a 
gift tag on each angel with 'A Christmas gift of Love' on 
one side and 'Please take me. I'm a gift from everyone at 
Solihull Methodist Church' on the reverse. There was also 
the URL and QR code for the church website.

At the Toy Service the angels appeared en masse and 
joined me as I led the worship. Although made from the 
same basic pattern each angel was unique, joyously 
reflecting variety and diversity. After I had given thanks 
for the love expressed by all those involved in the project 
and led prayers for the recipients, the angels were ready 
for distribution. Early one morning, while it was still dark, 
a team of ‘elves’ hooked angels on hedges, trees and 
benches around the neighbourhood, including Mell 
Square and Touchwood, for people to find and take away. 
Some went to the schools visited by the Open the Book 
Team and some to the care homes visited as part of 
Generations Outreach. Another group was sent to the 
NEC Prayer Room at the request of Rev David 

Butterworth. Pastoral Visitors also delivered angels to 
members who were unwell or lonely. All of this was 
publicised through the church Facebook feed and an 
article in the Solihull Observer.

So what happened to the angels next? Well, first of all, 
they all disappeared so they must be out in people’s 
homes carrying out their mission! We have had responses 
from a range of sources.

Here are some of the comments from the Church 
Facebook page:
"I’ve just picked one of these lovely little things off a tree 
by Solihull train station and it will now be getting hung on 
my Christmas Tree. Thank you very much.“

"Thank you for my Christmas Angel. It will go on our tree -
when it goes up!“

"What a good reminder of the true reason of Christmas"
Also the Manager of Touchwood, who arranged for his 
‘elves’ to distribute angels in the centre, sent us his 
response: "Thank you for allowing us to get involved in 
what was a wonderful and heart-warming initiative"

Ann Polson, who helped arrange for the angels to go into 
Touchwood, also had a very grateful response from one 
of the Marks and Spencer employees whom she sees 
during her chaplaincy work and wanted to express her 
thanks to everyone involved in the project and to share 
her delight at how it showed love to the community.

In addition, David Butterworth also wanted us to know 
that the beautiful variety of colours and the overall 
diversity of the angels was greatly appreciated. He 
reported that the angels prompted some face to face 
conversations as well as e-mails. For example, an HR 
consultant and practising Asian Hindu, sent him a picture 
of an angel on his Christmas tree.



Drawing the Nativity

Calm, contemplative, inspiring.  
Words used to describe a 
delightful morning spent with 
Jonny Bell ‘Drawing the 
Nativity’.  

Designed for all, with or 
without drawing experience, 
Jonny encouraged everyone to 
unlock their drawing arms with 
a first session designed to get 
the pencil/charcoal moving on 
the paper.  After delicious apple 
and ginger cake (cooked by 
Jonny) the second session took 
them into the Nativity using the 
bible passage and prayer to 
inspire their own version using 
their chosen medium.  The 
results were stunning and 
thought provoking - with 
Jonny’s gentle

Cont.

So I want to say a massive thank you to every single one of the 
huge number of people who supported the project and gave 
their time by knitting, sewing, labelling or distributing 
angels. The creation of 800 individual, hand crafted angels is a 
wonderful and generous response! As you can see we've had 
some very encouraging feedback but we will never know the 
full impact of the project and the seeds that might have been 
sewn by people seeing the angels around the town, or reading 
about the project in the local paper and on our website. Who 
can say what the significance of these little woolly gifts will be?

Fiona Beadle

encouragement everyone circulated to look at all the drawings and gather 
inspiration from each other.  Thank you, Jonny and Diane for an excellent 
morning.  Another please!

Margaret Rumens

Art at Christmas
Angel at the Candlelight Carol Service

Abi Godfree showed what an artist she is painting a huge angel 
during the service while there was singing and dancing going on.   
What talent – she even painted it in the dark when the candles 
were being lit. 

Angels on the bushes in the church carpark

Abi’s angel
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Jeremy Thompson from ‘Restore’ the Birmingham 
Churches’ Refugee and Asylum-seeker support group, 
came to talk at the Solihull Welcome AGM. And what a 
superb talk those who didn’t come missed! His 
introduction makes me think of our current President 
Barbara Glasson’s book, “So what’s the Story?”. He began 
by telling us how he had spent time working in a Church of 
Pakistan hospital, where he had been a stranger in a very, 
very different culture. What so impressed him was the 
hospitality he experienced wherever he went. Returning 
to the UK, he wanted to reciprocate, and so was drawn 
into volunteering and then working with Restore (of 
which, after Shari Brown’s departure, he is now the 
‘chief’.)

Jeremy spent some time explaining the world situation 
regarding refugees and displaced people. (The agreed UN 
Convention on Refugees in 1951 states: A refugee is a 
person who “owing to a well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group, or political 
opinion, is outside the country of his/her nationality, and is 
unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail 
himself/herself of the protection of that country”). The 
overwhelming majority of refugees who leave their own 
countries move into a neighbouring country, and whereas 
a huge amount is made in some newspapers about 
immigration to the UK, in fact in 2018 just 29,380 people 
claimed asylum in the UK, out of the 25.9 million refugees 
world-wide.

He went on to talk about the work of Restore: how its 
priorities have been recently re-assessed. He said: “ 
Restore’s vision is for a society into which all refugees and 

asylum-seekers are welcomed, valued, and integrated”. 
Three ways they work towards this are: 

(1) building relationships and equipping for integration,

(2) motivating more local Brits into helping people at the 
local level. He talked about one example of Restore’s
work: Befriending. Would-be befrienders attend a 
short course and are then matched up with an 
appropriate refugee. Quite apart from the befriender 
being able to help the befriendee with many everyday 
tasks (How do I ... ?), the mere fact that a native Brit is 
showing friendship, and prepared to spend time with 
them, means a tremendous amount. And whereas, if 
they do not speak English, they may attend an ESOL 
course, it is extremely helpful for them to have a 
sympathetic, patient listener with whom they can just 
practise using what English they have.

(3) working for change , eg at a national level with the 
government. An example of that is the current ‘Lift the 
Ban’ campaign. At present, asylum-seekers are not 
allowed to have paid work. This might last for years. 
The campaign wants them to be allowed to have paid 
work after six months.

Jeremy finished by saying how good it was that we at the 
Solihull Welcome and Restore continue to have a very 
good and close working relationship, and hopes this will 
continue into the future.

A wonderful evening, and if anyone would like a copy of 
what Jeremy said, do contact me.   It was a shame it was 
so poorly attended

John Innes

The strategy teams will publicly launch our priorities with 
powerful testimonies, joyful performances and clear asks to 
the main candidates seeking to be our next Regional Mayor 
and Police Commissioner. This will not be a hustings.  

There are lots of ways to get involved from joining in 
membership, attending training to supporting our campaigns 
online and in person. If you are from an organisation already in 
membership, you can support your local Citizens UK team by 
taking part in their planned activities at your place of worship, 
workplace, on campus or in your community. 

For more info, please contact our Lead Organiser, Saidul Haque 
Saeed, by email at Saidul.haque@citizensuk.org 

Public Assembly: 
Thursday 12th March 2020 6 – 8 pm

The Great Hall of the University of Birmingham

Last Accountability Assembly in 2017. 
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You will remember that it is amazingly nearly 2 years now 
since we welcomed the first family from Syria under the 
pilot scheme of Community Sponsorship of refugees as an 
addition to the Government and Council led schemes. 

The Birmingham District under the auspices of David 
Butterworth were the pioneers for this approach working 
hard to convince the Home Office and local government it 
was both feasible and desirable. 

There are now a number of schemes set up across the 
country with some organisations taking the approach 
seriously enough to appoint permanent staff to manage 
this activity. 

The University of Birmingham has been formally 
evaluating our pilot and those which followed it under this 
scheme. They have even travelled to places like Japan and 
Germany speaking of our initiative to encourage others. 
The University of Sweden has been to meet David several 
times 

Many of you will have seen and met our first family who 
have been actively supported living over at Selly Oak and 
although from time to time we have told you of their 
progress we have tried to give the family space to grow 
into living here and the privacy to learn together as a 
family how to live in our culture. 

Now our first family are ready for their next major step as 
they leave our accommodation and learn to live 
independently. With help from the Bournville Trust a 10 
year old semi-detached house in Bournville has been 
secured which we believe is affordable within their 
budget. 

Our Family are very happy with their new home which is 
theirs later this month. They will paint and decorate 
before they actually move in mid-February. The Trust has 
agreed to supply a brand new kitchen and has given the 
family a donation for decorating materials. 

The District official oversight ceases then but of course 
our pastoral support will continue. 

It is the right time of year perhaps to share David’s 
thought “Thank God ‘there was room at the Inn’ for this 
significant pilot. It’s had global impact. Really.” 

You can help please by remembering this family in your 
prayers that they feel God’s support as they take this 
exciting giant step forward. 

Lawrie Rumens

More than 70 members and friends of Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church worked together to put on ‘Time and 
Again’, an exciting and inclusive musical 
celebrating God’s calling and love.

It was the church's version of ‘Songs from the Shows’, 
but in this case the songs came from the six musicals 
which had been written and performed by members of 
the church community over the last three decades. Two 
large and transfixed audiences were treated to a lively 
and colourful show which included performers as young 
as five years old, friends from Phab Club and a team of 
BSL interpreters.

The selected songs and scenes wove together the 
experiences of characters as far apart in time and space 
as Moses and John Wesley (via Ruth and St Francis). 
These stories illustrated how God made his love known 
in a whole variety of unexpected ways, through a whole 
variety of surprising people.

One audience member said, "It was so well put together, such 
a clear message throughout of God being the answer to our 
every need and purpose! What a wonderful gospel message to 
those who are unchurched or not believers who came. Praise 
God!"

11
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There are environmental as well as health benefits from 
eating more vegetarian meals and, after Christmas, they might
also help remove some of the pounds gained.  I came across a very
tasty salad in a Shropshire restaurant some months ago and have enjoyed it at home 
several times since.  
Starting with a mainly green salad introduce some walnuts, raspberries, croutons and 
crumbled stilton cheese.  Mix it all together with a blue cheese mayonnaise.  

It’s good. 

Stilton Salad? 

Bamboo paper
Kitchen roll and toilet paper are now being 
made from bamboo. Bamboo grows much faster 
than trees.  It is technically a grass so, unlike 
trees which must be re-planted, it regrows as 
soon as it is cut and can be harvested every 
year.   It also requires less space for the same 
yield. Unlike tree-based paper bamboo requires 
no additional chemicals to give physical strength 
and softness and does not need to be bleached.  
Currently it is only farmed commercially in China 
so supply is limited and costs are about- double 
ordinary paper. Costs will fall, however, as the 
market grows and new production starts up 
nearer home.   Do consider giving bamboo 
papers a try. 

Lent Challenge: 
Save Household Energy
The great majority of energy use in a house comes from heating –
heating rooms, hot water and cooking including jobs like ironing; 
clothes and dish washing, and boiling kettles.  The 2020 challenge is 
to cut use by 10 or even 20%.  So this Lent, consider ironing only 
those items which are absolutely necessary; perhaps wear clothes 
an extra day and even cut out some showers and take less time. 
When boiling kettles, switch off immediately they boil and in 
saucepans let the water boil gently – anything more won’t get the 
water hotter, it will just produce steam. Drop thermostat 
temperatures a degree or more.   And so on.  Take meter readings if 
possible as soon as you read this and just before and after Lent, and 
compare the average used per day. 

Richard Balmer



13

Our environment is in crisis, inequality is growing, 
and yet our economic system seems fixated on 
endless growth, while politics is paralysed and 
coarsened by division.
▪ How must our political and economic 

assumptions change in order to meet these 
challenges? 

▪ How can we model new ways of living as 
individuals and as churches?

▪ How does our hope in God’s future empower us 
to live a hopeful, abundant life on a planet with 
finite resources?

You can find out more information about the 
conference and
to book at
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/whats-
new/conference2020/
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
March Messenger items is 9th February

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

The Real Cost of War Event

22nd February 2020 10:00 am -4:30 pm 
at Bull Street Quaker Meeting House (Priory Rooms), 

40 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6AF.
This is event is free of charge.

This will be a  day, organised by Church and Peace and 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, of workshops, worship, and 
conversation which will explore the impact of war today 
and why we need to stop future ones from happening.
The main speaker will be Maria Biedrawa, a peace deacon 
resident in Northern France. Based on her work in the 
Central African Republic and South Sudan, she will be 
talking about what armed conflict really means for people, 
and what unarmed, non-violent civilians do to face it.
Workshops will provide more opportunity to speak with 
Maria, a chance to learn about the militarisation of borders 
and a special presentation looking at the Carbon Footprint 
of the Military.
To reserve your place and book your lunch (£10) please 
email:

Ash Wednesday Communion 
Service

Wednesday 26th February
7.30 pm

The service will include ashing.



February Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

2
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Donald Ker
10.30  Morning 
worship  Rev Vicki 
Atkinson
8.00 Prayer Space

3
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

4
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

5
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

6
1.00 Recital
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

7
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

8
7.00 Barn Dance

9 
10.30  Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Andrew Orton

10
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

11
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

12
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

13
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

14
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

15

16
10.30 Morning 
service  Fiona 
Beadle 

17 18
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

19
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

20
9.30   Ramble
2.00 Thursday Café

8.15  Badminton

21 22
3.30  Messy 
Church

23
10.30   Morning 
Service Fitter 
housegroup

6.30  Healing and 
Communion  Rev 
Donald Ker 

24
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

25  Shrove 
Tuesday
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
6.00  Brownies –
Pancake Party
6.00 Rainbows

26   Ash 
Wednesday 
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00 Soupa Talks
7.30  Ash 
Wednesday 
Communion

27
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

28
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

7.00 Clipper round 
the world

29
8.30 am  Lent 
breakfast

15

For Solihull see above

2nd February 9th February 16th February 23rd February

Dorridge 9:00 am

Dorridge 10:30 am C Hague HC R Keast C Taylor C Hague

Dorridge 4:00 pm D Ker HC

Earlswood 10:00 am F Beadle C Giles SA V Atkinson HC L Helliar

Shirley 9:15 am TBC

Shirley 10:30 am A Orton C Hague A Orton HC C Taylor

Shirley 6:30 pm J Craske G Davies V Jambawo C Hague HC

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings HC L Weaver / V 

Atkinson MHA

K Hawkings HC A Wildbur

Half term



The World Day of Prayer  
Friday 6th March 10.30am. 
Solihull URC (Christchurch)

The service this year has been written by women 
of Zimbabwe on the theme

‘Rise! Take your mat and walk.’ 

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

In 2018, a new programme 
was launched for the whole 
of Girlguiding The 
programme is based around 
six themes: 
• Know Myself 
• Express Myself 
• Skills for My Future 
• Be Well 
• Have Adventures 
• Take Action 

To get each Theme Award, a 
Brownie has to: 
• gain 1 interest badge from 

that theme
• complete 1 skills builder
• participate in 240 minutes 

(4 hours) of theme-related 
Unit Meeting Activities 

Hannah achieved all six of 
the theme awards during the 
15 months that the new 
programme has been 
operating. She has earned 6 
interest badges, completed 
30 skills builder crafts 

Hannah receiving the gold award from Fiona Beadle during a morning service in December 

The Brownies are holding a Pancake Party 
on 

Tuesday 25th February 
6 pm -7 pm

All the church family are invited

Games and races.

or games, and participated in (well over) 1,440 minutes of unit meeting 
activities. 
She is the first Brownie in Warwickshire to receive her Gold Award which was 
presented during the morning’s service on 1st December.

Very Well Done Hannah 


