15th December 2020

The Fitter housegroup usually cook the
December Fellowship Lunch which is a full
Christmas Dinner on a Sunday in December.
Of course this cannot happen this year due
to the covid restrictions.
People invited to a Fellowship Lunch are
those that would go home alone to an empty
house after a Sunday morning service. To
ensure that they would not be forgotten the
house group has had to look for a new
approach this year.
They decided to put together some
Christmas goodie bags. The picture shows
some ready to be delivered.
Of course everything had to be quarantined
before it was put into the bags and then,
again, before it was handed out. The
housegroup started making things in
October! Even the Christmas cards were
handmade.

From Monday, 14th December
reservations can be made for all of the
services for the rest of the year,
including Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day.

will close on Tuesday 23rd
December at midday.
Please don’t forget to leave the
following information:•

Sunday 20th December 10.30 am
– Service of Lessons and Carols
(sadly no congregational singing).

Your name and a contact
telephone number (even if
booking on line)

•

•

Which service(s) you wish to
attend.

Thursday 24th December 9.00 pm
Christmas Eve Communion.

•

•

Friday 25th December 10.30 am
Christmas Day Celebration.

The total number of people in
your ‘bubble’ for each service you
will be attending.

Just to remind everyone these are:
•

•

27th

Sunday
December 10.30 am
Morning Worship.

The reservation line will be open on
Monday 14th December at midday. In
order to allow time for the seats to be
laid to accommodate the correct
number of ‘bubbles’ for each service
the reservation line will close at the
following times:•

For Sunday 20th December it will
close at midday on Friday 18th
December.

•

For the remaining services i.e.
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and
Sunday 27th December, the lines

A reminder that reservations can be
made by telephoning
07928 818562
or email
reservations@solihullmethodist.org.uk
In these strange times perhaps we
might, get a clearer sight of the real
Christmas.
Many thanks for your patience and
understanding.
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Happy birthday to Carol
Hardeman who will
celebrate her 96th birthday
on Christmas Day.

Congratulations to
Mike and Jo Crockett
who celebrated their
50th wedding
anniversary on 12th
December.
Mike described their
marriage as ‘The most
beautiful of lifetime
partnerships, the most
incredible children,
and now the very best
in grandchildren. Just
so very, very grateful.’

Thank you
I would like to thank all
who sent cards and emails
following the recent death
of my brother. Richard
and I have been
overwhelmed with the
support .
Sue Balmer

The Stewards are delighted to announce
that following the second stationing round,
the Rev Molly Chitokwindo will be
stationed here in Solihull from September
2021, subject to the approval of
Conference. Zimbabwean by birth, Molly
has ministered in the UK for a number of
years, including spells in Coventry, Pelsall
and her current position in the
Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District,
serving in the Telford Circuit.

serving Solihull, Earlswood and the
Trinity/Monkspath LEP.
We look forward to welcoming Molly and
her family to Solihull.

She will be joined by her husband, Allen
who is a teacher, and their two daughters.
A profile of Molly from a couple of years
ago can be found here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzQJk
_Db_yY
Following a re-organisation of the Green
Mission and Ministry Team, Molly will be
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Vic White
This obituary should be bannered as “Victor
Malcolm White” yet to everyone who knew
him and loved him so much he was just Vic.
Whether you knew him from work with
Industrial Trade Fairs; through his love of sport
especially Crystal Palace, Moseley Rugby and
Essex County Cricket; his entertaining with
countless troupes and choirs, especially the
Merlins; or simply through his faith and his
many church friends, he was simply Vic. He
was always that kind, generous and reliable
gentleman whose main mission in life seemed
to be to help others whenever he could.
Vic’s start in life in 1930 was anything but calm
and easy. A true Cockney, born prematurely
within the sound of Bow Bells, his grip on life
was so slender that he was sprinkled with holy
water. Add contracting Scarlet Fever and living
in the East End during both war time Blitzes,
the odds on a long and happy life were poor.
Yet he died just 9 days short of his 90th
birthday still entertaining on stage until
recently.

It is difficult to refer to Vic without saying Vic
and Sheila. Here again he beat the odds since
his first date with Sheila came from a written
invitation (he was too shy to ask!) to
accompany him to see The Magic Flute at
Covent Garden. They were to meet at
Liverpool Street Tube station little thinking
there were multiple exits and they waited at
different places. However that started a
legendary, lifetime partnership of love. They
married in August 1957 and were together
until Sheila died 5 years ago after 59 years .
That partnership, which brought them
Heather, Tina and Chris and, later, 5
grandchildren, was based not only on limitless
love and a firm foundation of faith. It was that
faith and belief in love and kindness which
made them open and welcoming, always

ready to go the
extra mile. There
can’t be many
who have
not benefitted
from the simple
phrase “Can we
help you with
that?”
For Vic that faith
was nurtured in
the Baptist Church at Cranbrook where he was
baptised in 1948. Indeed it was at the
Cranbrook Crusaders where he met Sheila, and
also began playing tennis and football, and
singing and acting on stage where his natural
shyness disappeared. This led to leading parts
in the local G&S and full houses when the
Merlins entertained. Whether performing solo,
duo, in small groups or large choirs he was
there for every rehearsal.
Vic and Sheila joined our church family in 1974
when work brought them to Solihull. They
were soon at the heart of church life. As well
as running an open house to all, Vic was a
Church Steward twice and Door Steward for
ever, a Property Steward, Junior Church
Teacher, a precious tenor in the Choir and a
frequent washer-up whenever needed. Vic
believed in house groups and was in the Innes
group to the end.
Essentially he was the family man, devoted to
Sheila and proud of all the family as they
shared his values of kindness and generosity.
He was a Gentleman helping in a quiet way
without fuss and with slight embarrassment
when given recognition, that we all knew
simply and lovingly as “Our Vic”.
Lawrie Rumens
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

of stillness,
quiet and contemplation of
God’s glorious promises
expressed in the great prayer
of Advent, “Come, Lord Jesus”.

Since the end of September I have had the
opportunity to get to know the Methodist
Church at Solihull a little better as I’ve led
worship and chaired Church Council
Meetings through the Autumn. I am
enormously grateful to all those wonderful
women and men, ordained and lay at Solihull
who have enabled the Church to flourish in
worship, pastoral care and mission through
these times.

Of course Advent is rarely a time of quiet
these days as Christmas preparations and
festivities kick in through December. I
wonder if the restrictions of this year might
give us just a moment or two extra than
usual to ponder the great hope of Advent
and offer the prayer “Come, Lord Jesus” as
we take a breath and connect with the depth
of God’s presence within us, amongst us and
beyond us. It is a prayer that prepares the
soul for the joy of Christmas as we celebrate
Emmanuel “God with us”. It is a reminder of
the last words that John Wesley is reported
as saying and has been taken as the theme
for the President and Vice- President of the
Methodist Conference this year. “The best of
all is that God is with us”.

As we journey through Advent towards
Christmas in this year like no other let us
hope that we can open-heartedly receive the
blessings and gifts of this season.
Advent speaks to us of hope, and, oh, how
we need a good dose of hope to lift our
spirits after the challenges we have faced,
through this year of the pandemic. It is
interesting that ,when Paul speaks of the
hope that we have in Christ, it is not
dependent upon our life circumstances. We
may be living through difficult, challenging,
even hostile times, but Paul speaks of the
hope we have in Christ that dwells deep
within our hearts and cannot be shaken by
stormy waters. Advent was traditionally a
time to prepare for the feast by focusing
hearts, souls and minds in prayer. Moments

May the blessings of God, revealed in the
Christ-child, Emmanuel, God with us, be your
gift and inspiration this Advent,
Christmastime and always,
Nick Jones

** Messy Christmas Craft Pack**
This year, we’re providing Messy Christmas magic in a wallet
of craft and puzzle activities.
Please email Dean
dtaylor@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk
If you know any child or children who may appreciate one.
The magic will continue the Christmas story and music via a
video link in your pack, and a
Zoom celebration on Christmas Eve.
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Reflections from our uniformed organisations
Although members of our uniformed
organisations were unable to join us in church
for our annual Gift Service this year, we wanted
them to be part of the service. In their on-line
meetings we asked them to think about giving
presents and any disappointments, surprises
and blessings experienced this year. Rainbows
and Brownies answered the questions and did
Christmas crafts to get a special badge; and
Beavers and Cubs discussed the questions in
one of their meetings. The Church Life and
Mission committee is very grateful to the
leaders and young people for engaging with us
so enthusiastically. As we were only able to
include a summary of their responses in the
service we wanted to share them in full with
the wider church family.
1. How does it feel to give a
present to someone?
Rainbow When I give someone a present it
feels kind” (aged 5)
Brownies “People like to show their kindness
by giving you a gift and taking the time to
choose something really nice for you.” (aged 9)
“If you give a present you feel happy not sad or
angry” (aged 7)
“It feels good when I give people a present that
they like.” (aged 9)
“I like giving presents, I like keeping secrets
about presents” (aged 8)
Beavers “Good. Emotional. Generous. Happy”
(aged 6-8)
Cubs “Kind. Good. Nice. Generous” (aged 8-10)
2. Many things have been cancelled this year.
How did you feel when you weren't able to do
something you were looking forward to?
Beaver “Bad. Sad“
Cubs “Miserable. Sad. Annoyed. Distraught.
Furious. Upset”
Brownies “I was very disappointed
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during lockdown because my
family were very busy all the time.
Daddy is an electrician and my mummy is a
paramedic so they had to go to work and I had
to go to school.” (aged 8)
“I was very upset about missing Disney, even
though I knew we could go at a different time.
It is very rare to go to Disney but I had to hope
that I could go. My sister was not as upset as
me, but she was sad” (aged 7)
“We were meant to go to Disney but because
of Covid-19 the trip was cancelled. We were
going there because it was my Mom and Dad’s
15th wedding anniversary which was quite an
important one. Even though we had been
looking forward to it for a while, I did not get
very upset because spending it with my family
was more important than going to Disney. But I
do love it though! We are all hopeful that we
can go sometime in the future.” (aged 9)
“My birthday is not too far away and every year
so far, I have been able to spend it with my
grandparents. Because of Covid-19 there is a
chance I may not be able to this year. This
makes me feel quite sad because I love seeing
them on my birthday and not being able to do
that means a lot.” (aged 9)
“I missed my Brownie friends” (aged 7)
“I didn’t get to go on holiday to Disney but we
went to caravan in Wales and had a great time”
(aged 7)
“My birthday had to be different but my Mum
and Dad made it very special anyway. (aged 9)
“I should have been in a ballet show and I had
my costumes and new ballet shoes ready”
(aged 8)
This year has been different. What has
surprised you?
Cubs “I found lots of activities at the park.”
“School was open.”
“My birthday was cancelled.”

“I couldn’t go to Laser Quest.”
Beavers “I still had to go to school during
lockdown.”
“I was allowed to have family visit for my
birthday.”
4. What blessings have you experienced?
Beavers - “I clapped every week for essential
workers.”
“I was able to draw a
rainbow and put it in the
window.”
“I was able to take part in a street party.”
“I got to display a teddy in my window to help
raise money for a Covid Sufferer.”
Cubs “I was able to camp in the garden.” “We
had a water fight in the garden.”
“We got a puppy and were able to spend time
with it.”
Rainbow “I got to see my family more.”(aged
5)
Brownies “I was with my cousins on holiday
on my birthday” (aged 7)
“We moved house and we’ve got an allotment.
I got some new glasses, we lost mine in the
move.”(aged 8)
“Having time to play with all my toys” (aged 9)
Reflections on preparing for Christmas this
year
Christmas this year will be difficult for many
people. In the Gift Service Abi and Jenni shared
their thoughts about preparing for Christmas.
Abi Godfree:
Thinking about preparation, preparing for a
'good Christmas' fills me with frustration this
year. Frustration over current restrictions,
frustrations over a very real fear of not being
well, frustrations over not having the money
saved up because jobs have not be as they may
once have been, frustrations over access to
food or goods we might have been buying in
previous years. And the big one, frustrations

over plans to see family and friends.
Why plan, why bother...
Advent is a time to prepare. To prepare
ourselves this year is to hope for God to touch
the lives of those we love.
• Let us hear the sound of rain beating
against a window and see God nourishing
our world.
• Let us see a friend passing the front door
with a hearty wave as God's face shining on
us.
• Let us smell the warm toast, just popped
and thank God for his provision to us.
• Let us hold God's word, our Bibles, and be
thankful for God's guidance.
• Let us taste a simple cube of chocolate with
its smooth complexities and taste God's
beauty.
God has been and will be with us no matter
where we are, God will bring the wonder of
Christmas whether we have a rich, diverse and
sociable Christmas or a quiet contemplatory
one. We must look for God in the little things
and prepare to meet with him in a new and
wondrous way.
Let us trust that God is with us, whereever we
are.
Jenni Kitson:
How can we possibly get ready for Christmas?
… It feels unsafe to browse the shops, we can’t
sing carols, it is really difficult to make plans to
visit family and friends… there will be no
Christmas parties……we might as well cancel
Christmas this year! Bah Humbug!! Just forget
it!
But wait!! For God, nothing has changed. The
same message of love shines out, ….in fact if we
let it, it will shine out ever more brightly,
through the commercialisation, penetrating the
materialism, and helping us to see the real
message of Christmas.
Every Advent we are reminded that God is with
us, and this year, his gift of love to the world
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Reflections on 2020 cont
has not changed. And so it is for
us here and now, in this sad and
Covid-stricken world, God loves
us, cares for us and, as we
struggle in our human frailty, he is
carrying us through these dark
times.
Christmas will happen this year, it
will be different. But it is time to
trust him and reflect the light of
his love to the world. God is with
us, and gives us hope.
Fiona Beadle on behalf of the
Church Life and Mission
committee

In the New Year, the Church Life and Mission Group and
helpers hope to offer an online version of the 'Compass
Course', an opportunity to explore what we think about
God, the difference Jesus makes and what 'being a
Methodist' means - so many good questions.
The exact times and dates are yet to be agreed but watch
out for more information in 2021!

Foodbank Collection

Who was this?

If you are coming to
church why not bring
something to drop into
the Foodbank Collection
bin in the entrance of
the church.
There is huge need

In the last Messenger we asked if any of
the congregation knew the minister who
was an entertainer along with Eric Sykes
during the war.
It was Revd Ron Rich – the minister at
Solihull from 1969 – 1977.
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Birmingham’s Wildlife Treasures
There is something really uplifting finding
places where new life has been created. The 3
following examples are all close to
Birmingham’s city centre and been restored by
the Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife
Trust.
The ‘Centre of the Earth’ is the Trust’s
education centre less than a mile and a half
from the city centre. In 1987 the Trust took
over a derelict Corporation site within the
Soho loop of the Birmingham Canal between
Winson Green Prison and City Hospital. Today
they put on educational courses and activities
such as wildlife walks and tree planting, for
schools and organised groups. The address is
42, Norman Street, Birmingham B18 7EP, Tel:
0121 515 1702.

childhood playground of The Lord of the
Rings author JRR Tolkien, who lived nearby.
Tolkien agreed that it was the inspiration
for the 'old forest' in his books The Hobbit
and The Lord of The Rings. The entrance is
off Yardley Wood Road and the postcode
B13 9JX. It is a large site (11 hectares) and
Eco Park is a second educational centre. It has there are lots of walking trails with
been described as a ‘secret wildlife oasis’ not bluebells in abundance in Spring. Tel: 0121
523 0094 for more info.
least because it is less a mile from
Birmingham’s city centre. It ‘offers
Besides visiting you can volunteer or
opportunities for children to get hands on with donate. For more details try:
nature and discover the wonders of the
bbcwildlife.org.uk/EcoPark
natural world for the first time’. It is in Small
Richard Balmer/Greener Church Group
Heath about a half mile south of Heartlands
Hospital and has ponds (the largest created as
Thank you
late as 1997), woodland and meadow. It is
The new bench in the church grounds
featured in the previous Messenger was
mainly used by schools, but anyone can go by
restored by David Burr – Richard Burr’s
appointment. The address: 258a Hobs Moor
brother . We are very grateful for all
Road, Small Heath, Birmingham B10 9HH. Tel:
his hard and expert work.
0121 785 0553. April to July is the best time to
visit.

Moseley Bog and Joy’s Wood in Wake Green
is an open site. Developers put in a planning
application in 1980 to drain the bog to build
houses but a campaign successfully proposed
the alternative of a nature reserve. It was the
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Church Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Dean Taylor
Minister –
Children and Youth worker
on sick leave

Diane Webb
Pastoral and
Community Worker

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Church Office 0121 705 7367
www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,
Rev Andrew Orton and Lawrie
Rumens
During the Covid lockdown we
are producing 2 Messengers a
month.
If you have any news or other
items please send it to
messenger@solihullmethodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit
articles if necessary and are
not responsible for the views
of contributors.
Please send photographs
separately as jpeg files
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Support for the SWEET Project
The final total for the donations received for the Christmas
Card is a magnificent £2,515, including gift aid.
We will also be sending the money donated at the Gift
Service to this project. It will be used to enable the workers
to support needy individuals and families at this time when
face to face meetings cannot take place as usual. It will also
be used as part of an emergency fund for the new year when
many struggle to make ends meet.
Last year Sue Kelley and Ann Polson visited the SWEET
Project and were greatly impressed with what they found. It
is therefore great news that the generosity of our
congregation will allow this essential work to be developed.
Thank you, The Stewards

Sunday 20th December.

The church will be open
between
12:00 and 1:00pm
no booking is required.

Tuesday Morning
Communion Service
9.30 am

CC BY-SA

This will be held in the church
and not the Margaret Wharam
room

The Wednesday
prayer group
is now meeting by Zoom each
Wednesday at 9.30am.

If you would like to join in,
please contact Chris Giles for
details.
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An important feature of Christian teaching is to have the
‘right mind’ but our over busy lifestyles leave many rushing
Jonah being
swallowedrather
by thethan savouring our todays.
towards
our tomorrows
whale
The new practice known as Mindfulness** works by
decluttering our minds, bringing clarity to our thinking and
helping us gain confidence in what we are doing and where
we are going. It sharpens our awareness of life.

Courses are made up of 8 weekly sessions
via Zoom. Numbers are limited to 15.
Participants are asked to complete a precourse information form and to make
time each day during the course for 15 –
30 minutes of practice. Some sessions will
include upper body movements

The first session will begin on
Monday 11th January
starting at 7:00 pm and – with
breaks - last 2 hours.

Courses are free ( courses usually cost £50-80).
However Mike would be immensely grateful for
donations to help support the work at Camp Joy*
(send to Solihull
Methodist Church, marked ‘Camp Joy’.)
* Camp Joy is the gangster and drug addict rehab centre in
Cape Town. The Church funded the rehabilitation of the
washrooms there through its 2019/20 project). Mike
remains a counsellor there.

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

When Mike Crockett our
much loved minister until
2014 returned to his
home town of Cape Town
he not only became a
counsellor in the gangster
and drug addict rehab
centre at Camp Joy* but
gained a post graduate
certificate in MindfulnessBased Interventions and
has built up a significant
clientele.

The ‘Christ in Mind’ course Mike
will lead is especially designed for
the church family and friends but,
anyone would be welcome.

Contact Mike if you are keen to
take part or want to know more, as
soon as possible.

** Mindfulness courses are approved by
NICE and also available through the
NHS.

Blossomfield Road
Solihull
0121 705 7367

