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Teddy Bears and Messy picnics

The annual gathering of the House Groups BBQ was held in 
the lovely garden of Linda and John Innes. Tables and chairs 
were arranged on the lawn, the gazebo was erected, salads 
and desserts displayed and barbeques fired up and we were 
ready to go. 

Over 70 people attended and because the BBQ was held a 
little later in the year we had some ten children with mums 
and dads in tow. (Brilliant!) 

Before grace was said we thought of Margaret Rumens who 
had fallen at the Royal Welsh Show and broken her leg and 
wished her a speedy recovery. 

The odd spot of rain did fall but it almost went unnoticed as 
people shared food together and chatted away. There was 
some concern when Peter found he had to share the 
pavlova but in true Methodist tradition there was little 
waste. The chicken kebabs and sausages were delicious. 

Bryan Fitter

Bryan on the 
patio saying 

grace



Another large van load of tools on its way overseas 
via the charity Tools With A Mission
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Theodore Adam - Ted - arrived safely on Wednesday 
26th June weighing 9 lb 2 oz. Parents Mike and Nicolle 
are thrilled as are grandparents Howard and Stella, 
Auntie Christine, Uncle Calum and Cousin Annabel

Zac and Beth with their new baby brother, Elijah 
Jacob who was born at Birmingham Women's' 
Hospital on Thursday 27th June

New Arrivals

Alan and Alison Faulkner  were married on 18th 
August 1979 at Beckminster Methodist Church in 
Wolverhampton where Alison grew up and where 
her dad, Dennis had been organist

Peter Bates                 Richard Burr                John Hopkins
Three  70th birthdays were celebrated at the beginning of August

Chris and Martin Cooke both celebrated their 
80 birthdays this summer



Anthony Gough has always had a fascination for all 
things engineering. He loves planes, especially the old 
ones ,so for his special birthday treat the family clubbed 
together to get him a flight in a Spitfire. 

There are not many of these left that are flightworthy 
and with the Goodwood runway out of commission he 
travelled to Lee on Solent Airport for his trip of a 
lifetime.   It was a Fantastic Day 

Up, Up and Away

The summer of 2019 has been special for Edna and Peter Handley 
with 3 big milestones.
• Edna was 80 in June when they went with family for a 3 course 

lunch and a 3 hour cruise on a converted canal boat at Stratford.  
• For Peter's 85th birthday in July  Edna took the family to 

Wroxton House Hotel, near Banbury. Wroxton turned out to be 
a lovely little village, all Cotswold stone and thatched houses. 

• Thursday 8th August was their Emerald wedding anniversary 
(55) which they celebrated with a lunch for the Innes House 
Group, Men's Coffee, neighbours, the U3A Widney Recorder 
Consort and others from Church who have helped with lifts and 
been good friends in many other ways.

Rev Peter Bates welcomed Michael Ding as a 
member of Solihull Methodist Church on 11th

August, during the communion service.
Due to an oversight Michael’s membership 
should have been transferred when his wife 
Katherine was baptised and confirmed at 
Pentecost.
Michael and Katherine were married in a civil 
partnership last year but they will be flying 
back to Malaysia in September for a church 
wedding.
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Philip grew up in South Devon as one of 11 children. Perhaps it was the large
family that caused him to have adventures, which he still remembered well.
At first, he was not a great student but once his curiosity took hold of him, he
developed an investigative approach to learning which he retained
throughout his adult life. He could tell you everything about cables, pylons
and spacers and was still working on an academic project in the last few
months of his life.

He became an electrical engineer and worked in Stafford, where he met Joan.
They were married in 1960 and moved to Swindon where they lived happily
for many years. Four daughters arrived who were loved, taught and organised
by him.

Philip liked to be organised: everything from the time of the next meal to his
family. His girls remember him shaking his keys loudly in the hall until they got
in the car. Recently, he wanted to set the date of his funeral and to detail
what should happen. As each girl got married and moved into a new house, a
wiring diagram would be drawn, and his services would be used to improve
things. But it was not only technical things which interested Philip. He could
knit, make rugs and had a printing press in the loft. He could turn his hand to
most things.

Daughters and granddaughters have their favourite tales of Philip, the
enthusiasm storyteller with his funny voices. We have here the picture of a
very varied and interesting man.

Both Philip and Joan became local preachers in 1971. His faith was very
strong and as Ken said, Philip knew that God loved him right up until the end
of his life. This strong faith and his sense of humour helped him through a lot

of difficult treatments and eased the
huge upheaval of moving up to
Solihull. Instead of giving in to
negative thoughts, he tried to tackle it
head on with a witty comment

Although his time in our church and
his contributions in the Men’s Coffee
Group) was not long, we will
remember Philip and give thanks for
his strength of character and love of
God.

Alison Faulkner

Jean was born in Bristol, moving to Bath during the war to avoid the
bombing. She married Ivan and they had two sons, David and Andrew, living
for many years in Nottingham, where they were keen members of the
Kingswood Methodist Church. Although she had worked in Boots and as a
secretary before the birth of their sons, she became a stay-at-home mum and
worked hard for them.

Moving to Solihull, in the mid-sixties, they became members of our church
and made friends with many of the congregation. Jean supported Ivan in his
work for the property committee, while she was a regular member of the
Wesley Guild and in charge of the tea rota, enjoying their dramatic activities
too. She was a pastoral visitor to many, including Mary Buckles who, in turn,
became Jean’s pastoral visitor for the last years of her life.

Working for the community, she would cycle around the local area. This
continued until she was about 70 when she had to give up the bicycle due to
increasing disability caused by arthritis. When Ivan became ill with dementia
and a care home was necessary, Jean visited him by taxi every day for over
two years.

Jean’s positive attitude continued in spite of her loss of mobility and
independence. Her grandchildren remember her with great love, and it is
clear how much time she had spent with them. She was blessed by the
support of her carer, Tracy, for 22 years. She found humour and positivity.

It was only when her eyesight began to fail, and she was unable to watch

26th June 1922 – 9th June 2019

television and to see her visitors that
her life became less bearable. Even
then she rarely complained.

Jean was a kind, friendly and hard-
working lady, filled with faith and fun.

Alison Faulkner

20 October 1935 – 16 June 2019
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On 4th August John took his last Service as a Local Preacher before going on the 
‘retired’ list after 59 years as a local preacher.  He began on the plan in 1956 
“on note” and became fully accredited in 1960. 

John grew up at Maypole Methodist Church, moving to Sparkhill in 1961 and 
then to Solihull about 2006. He asked the Superintendent if he could choose 
where to conduct his last Service and he kindly agreed that it should be at 
Sparkhill where John  had preached so often, sometime 4 times a quarter.
even taking a funeral there. 

After 25 years’ service as a volunteer with Marie Curie (formerly Warren
Pearl) Molly was nominated and approved to receive a British Citizens
Award medal and certificate for volunteering (BCAv)

What a day she and Norman had. All properly scrubbed up, they went
first to the House of Lords where the formal presentation of medals was
made by Lord Dholakia to 35 people all of whom had given similar huge
amounts of voluntary service for others.

Then they boarded open topped buses to take them on a tour around
the City of London before going back for an afternoon tea with rather
too many goodies. Time then to decamp to the Anglican Church House
where the presentation continued: this time for a formal certificate of
honour presented by Dame Mary Perkins.

This is a highly prestigious award with a very thorough vetting of each
recommendation to be sure its value is maintained. We have always
known how hard Molly worked behind the scenes for so many causes.
Being so delightfully modest she always downplays what she does.

Sue Hatton - Services to Autism
Sue Hatton has been  recognised for her outstanding work in Autism 

Husband Peter tells us that she was honoured at an awards ceremony by her 
entire profession for her lifetime of achievement working with people on 
the Autistic spectrum. 

The award  came out of the blue and she was bowled over. 

Well we know pretty well how outstanding she was and that, when she has 
the bit between her teeth, absolutely nothing will stop her . 

This is rich example of an award going to the right place! 
Congratulations and very well done Sue 
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I was brought up in a Christian family and made to go to 
Sunday school and church, first in a Brethren Hall then in 
the Wesleyan Reform Church. I tried to get out of this 
whenever I could but got dragged into playing the Church 
organ so sometimes there was no escape!

I hated our annual family pilgrimage to Cliff College (at the 
time this was a conservative college that trained Christians 
in Evangelism) for their anniversary weekend.   In my 
opinion the sermons were long and boring.

When I was 16, I left home having gained an 
apprenticeship as a Piano tuner at Steinway and Sons in 
London. I was absolutely miserable there. I missed my 
family, fell into a deep depression and eventually tried to 
commit suicide by taking an overdose. In hospital, God 
began to speak to me. I remembered the many 
testimonies I had heard of the difference God had made to 
people’s lives, including my older brothers.  There and 
then I began to talk to God: “I’ve made such a mess of 
things. If you can do any better, then you are welcome to 
have a go. Come into my heart as my Lord and Saviour”. 
There were no flashing lights, but I felt at peace. A few 
weeks later, whilst recovering at home, a tremendous 
sense of God’s presence came over me and I felt such 
waves of love – that Jesus had actually died for me! I later 
learned that this term was ‘being filled with the Holy 
Spirit’. From that moment on I simply couldn’t get enough 
of God, going to church events and acts of worship 
whenever I could. I particularly enjoyed going along to the 
local Pentecostal church which had far more lively worship 
than the Wesleyan reform church! 

I quickly began leading services and preaching.   I wanted 
everyone to know this Jesus that I had come into a 
personal relationship with. Very early on I felt that God 
was calling me to train for ordained ministry. I felt I 
needed to begin by going to theological college and 
initially looked at Mattersey Hall – a Pentecostal college, 
but again felt God drawing me elsewhere, until, rather 
ironically, I found myself being trained in evangelism at 
Cliff college! – Our God has one great sense of humour!!

After Cliff I felt I should apply to be a minister in the 
Wesleyan Reform Church where I had grown up. This was 
a conservative Evangelical denomination – because that’s 
who I was, literally applying and preaching the bible as it 
was written. I was accepted and went to train in Coventry 
under the guidance of the Connexional Tutor and became 
assistant minister at Alderman’s Green Free Methodist 
Church. After 2 years of study and examination it was felt 

that I was ready to take on my own Church and was called 
to be pastor of 2 small Wesleyan Reform Churches in 
Arnold and Hucknall in Nottinghamshire. All was well and I 
had finally got to the place where I belonged, getting 
ordained at Swanwick in 1992………..

Except all was not well inside. Since my teens I had 
struggled with homosexuality, finding myself attracted to a 
number of people of the same sex. I buried these feelings 
deep down until I became friends with a gay couple. I 
looked at them, and I realised that this is what was missing 
from my own life. Despite the fulfillment I found in my 
relationship with God I wanted what they had, and I found 
myself saying “I want to be married, but not to a woman”. 
It just wouldn’t go away and so I eventually confessed to 
what I was to the General secretary of the Wesleyan 
Reform Union. His immediate response was “You’ll have to 
resign” “we don’t want you in a position where you can 
influence our young people that it’s ok to be gay”  - so 
that’s what I did. I turned my back on my churches and 
vocation in order to pursue personal happiness and 
discover who I really was.

It was an exciting time as I experimented and went to 
work in a Gay bar, but it was also a time of great hurt and 
pain as so called friends turned their back on me – even 
crossing the street to avoid me and coming out with 
hurtful comments such as “If we knew you were that way, 
we wouldn’t have let you near our children”.

It was also a time of great pain from a Spiritual point of 
view. I knew what the bible had to say about people like 
me, but I couldn’t change who I was and what I felt, and so 
I closed the bible, stopped praying and walked away from 
God…….

A few years passed and I met and settled down with my 
current partner, Carl (in December we celebrate being 
together 25 years and have been in a Civil Partnership 
since 2006).

I got a decent job working in the Civil Service as a Tax 
collector and life was going well………except there was still 
that void where God had been. I missed that close spiritual 
relationship and began to search once more. Was it really 
possible to be who I was and to still be in relationship with 
God? I began reading the bible again, but this time through 
the lens of experience asking what did it really have to say 
to me about who I was.   I discovered that it really actually 
says very little. That the ‘homosexuality’ it condemned 
(abusive relationships and pagan worship) was something 
totally different to who I was……

I began to play hymns to myself and in one of those God 
met me once again in the words: ‘I’m accepted, I’m 
forgiven, I am fathered by the true and living God; I’m

Andrew’s Story



Andrew’s story cont...

accepted, no condemnation, I am loved by the 
true and living God…….’ I broke down in tears as I 
once again met God in that moment and 
repented for who I was and from walking away.  
He assured me of his great undying love and of his 
call upon my life.

I began attending the Central Methodist mission 
on Nottingham and was immediately invited to be 
on their plan as a local preacher, but I knew there 
was still more. In 2005 with much trepidation I 
applied to become a Methodist minister. I was 
informed that it was possible to transfer into the 
Methodist Church as an ordained person, which I 
did and went to Queens foundation in 2006 to be 
re-trained whilst at the same time being 
transferred into Full Connexion as an ordained 
Presbyter.

In 2007 I was stationed to Luton where I served 4 
congregations. In 2011 I moved to serve 2 
congregations in Brighton and Hove and, 
following a period of illness, in 2015 moved to 
Bristol where I served 4 congregations.

Andrew and Carl 
Welcome to SMC

There will be a new part time (20 hours) children and youth worker, who will be 
based at Solihull but will also work with the other churches in the team.   
More details will follow next month.

From 1st September Solihull Methodist Church will be working together with the 
churches from Dorridge, Earlswood, Shirley and Trinity Monkspath to form one 
of the new Mission and Ministry teams in the Birmingham Circuit.

Caz will be responsible for Dorridge and Andrew for Solihull.  Caz and Andrew 
will share the responsibility for Shirley. Vicki will still be at Earlswood and Trinity 
Monkspath. 
The aim of the new team is to get the 5 churches to work much more closely 
together.    The convener for the team will be Fiona Beadle.

Rev Caz Hague Rev Vicki Atkinson

I am really excited to be joining you in Solihull and also to be 
working in partnership with Caz Hague in Shirley as well as 
colleagues in the wider Circuit. I know that, as partners together 
in the Gospel, God has some exciting times ahead for us to 
journey on over these next few years.

Rev Andrew Orton.

Children and Youth Worker

Christmas Angel 

project 

Are you or your friends planning 

to knit an angel (or two) to help 

us share God’s love with our local 

community at Christmas? Do you 

need wool to get started? If so, 

please speak to Chris Cooke or 

Fiona Beadle. We also have a 

supply of stuffing for the angel 

heads. The knitted angel pattern 

is available electronically. There is 

also a crochet version. Printed 

copies are available from the 

notice board in the church hall or 

church office. If you would like to 

get involved or need any further 

information please speak to 

Fiona Beadle.
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Two years ago Chris and Derek Giles went to South Africa and spent 
time with Mike Crockett, our minister here at Solihull for 5 years 
until 2014, and his wife Jo. They returned with some astonishing 
stories of the work Mike was doing with a church in the Hanover 
Park area of Cape Town, and also at a place called Camp Joy, where 
they worked with Mike. Last September, Sue and I also visited and 
were similarly astonished. Here we saw Christianity on the ‘front 
line’, recognizing a need and responding as Jesus would have done. 
All four of us came back thinking “could our church help?”

Hanover Park is a downtrodden area with some 50,000 residents 
resettled in poor housing by the apartheid regime. It is now one of 
the most dangerous ganglands in the world. Shots are fired nearly 
every day and 6 people are murdered in an average month. It was 
with trepidation that we drove to the church, and to the First 
Community Resource Centre next door, with Mike pointing out the 
names of the different gang territories painted on walls. 

Our next shock was to be introduced at the Centre to two former 
gang leaders whom the church had ‘turned around’. They are now 
‘interrupters’, men of immense courage who go to the scene of a 
shooting, try to get the facts, cool things down and offer to mediate. 
We saw the IT system that the church had obtained from Chicago -
microphones on lamp posts relay the noise of gunfire and fix its 
location within 2 seconds, allowing an interrupter to be on the 
scene within 3 minutes. They know the other gang leaders and have 
credibility because they speak the language of the street. 

Afterwards we saw ladies in the Centre’s 
kitchen preparing huge saucepans of rice for 
the 300 people who would come that day 
and every day for lunch. In addition to these 
lunches, the church organizes many other 
community activities which inspire trust. This 
means that mums, grandmas and others will 
encourage gang members to ‘give the Centre 
a chance’.  

Later we visited Camp Joy where 
rehabilitation takes place. It is a rambling 
building and was run down and vandalized 
when acquired 10 years ago. Volunteers 
have made it habitable, but the showers and 
washrooms are still so bad that the residents 
have to wash in the kitchen. Our Church 
wants to fund the work needed to bring the 
showers and washrooms up to a decent, 
hygienic standard. 

Jo Crockett (right) with the cooks at the church centre

Preparing rice for lunch



Sun 15th Sep Project launch service
10.30 am Rev Chris Giles

Sat 21st Sep Musical Memories
7.00 pm Songs from the shows 

with Charley Branson and 
friends  

Wed 6th Nov        Cream Tea and 
3.00 pm entertainment

Gymslips and Chalkboards 
with Kath Reynolds 

Sat 16th Nov Family Beetle Drive
5.30 pm

Sat 7th Dec Out of the Blue Band
7.00 pm ‘Swing into Christmas’

Sat 25th Jan   Burns Night Supper
7.00 pm

Sat 15th Feb Valentines (Day) Barn
7.00 pm Dance

Sats 29th Feb Lent Breakfast Talks
to 28th March Confronting the gang culture 
9.00 —10.30 am in Birmingham and Cape 

Town.  
What can churches and 
others do about it? 

Sat 25th April Quiz and Auction of 
7.00 pm Promises

A summer Concert
Saturday

Sat 4th July Sponsored cycle ride 

Sun 12th July Open Gardens tour

There will be the usual programme of social 
and fund-raising events throughout the year 
and every donation will be welcomed.

We need a minimum of £9,000.  

Can you help?
Richard Balmer     

Dire state of the showers and toilets

Dates for your diaries

”Camp Joy is just that. 

A place of Healing, Recovery and 

Restoration. 

It's a joy for me to go there and to play a 

small part in the lives of some very 

courageous and beautiful people who 

have chosen life over death”

Mike Crockett
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We want to say a massive ‘thank you’ to all who organised the  
weekend’s events and took part in them.   Your kindness and 
best wishes were very moving. 
We are looking forward to recovering in the garden chairs you 
gave us. The size of the cheque was overwhelmingly and 
undeservedly generous. We are thinking of using it to buy a 
good digital keyboard. 
We shall have fond memories of our time in Solihull . 
Our love and prayers to you all. 

Ken and Marion

Thank you from Tina
A huge thank you to everyone for all your kind words, cards 
and very generous gifts. 
I was overwhelmed and so, so grateful to you all. What a 
weekend it was! Thank you so much.

Tina 

The 7 Ages of Ken: Man and Minister
There was a packed house for Ken’s retirement send off on the Saturday afternoon.  
There was a band and the community choir, and there were notable people from all 
elements of his life from way back and up to today. The seven ages tracked his 
fascinating life story which was interspersed with music and  songs, sketches and 
trivial information, well chosen to illustrate what, today, we must call his journey. 
His early life was in Bolton and continued at Cambridge University. On graduation he 
taught in Shrewsbury before moving to teach classics and RE in Birmingham. He and 
Marion married in 1975, and Christopher and Rachel arrived soon after.  
He candidated in 1980 and his first stationing was at the West London Mission, 
where he worked with Donald Soper and John Newcombe. In 1988 he started a 
Methodist wing at the Anglican Theological college at Lincoln. 
In 1995 he moved to Church House as Secretary for Ministerial Training, moving up 
to be Assistant Secretary to Conference in 2004.  
There followed a huge change in 2011 when he moved to Rome where he liaised 
with the Vatican and led the English speaking Methodist Church. He returned in 
2014 for his year as President of the Methodist conference and was appointed to 
Solihull. 
It was the stories between these stages and his thoughts about his roles that filled 
the afternoon. The music was familiar and even included our little ones singing My 
Lighthouse. The music was well matched to the story and the food was  spectacular-
especially the fresh strawberries! 
So we ended with his coming 7th age as he becomes a supernumary based in 
Lichfield having been given permission at Conference to Sit Down. 

Our prayers go with you Ken and 
Marion for a long and happy 
retirement which is so well earned

Ken narrating his life story

So, What’s Our Calling? What’s The Story? 
The all age service on the Sunday morning was held to say 
Farewell to both Tina  and Ken.   Tina led the opening prayers 
before she was interviewed by Andy Hunt and we watched a 
presentation of her vast range of activities during her 6 years 
at SMC. There was huge applause as Andy wished her well in 
her studies at Queens and her future appointments.
Tina’s response was that she was grateful to the church for 
encouraging her to take her career forward and move on to 
study for the ministry.
Tina then interviewed Ken.   It transpired that he had wanted 

to teach yet he became more and more uncomfortable that 
there was more to do – God’s work. 

There was tea in the church after The 7 Ages of Ken

Faarewell lunch in the hall on the Sunday
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Revd Barbara Glasson and Clive Marsh were inducted as 
President and Vice-President at the Methodist Conference in 
Birmingham, on Saturday 29 June 2019.

Barbara’s ministry with the Bread Church working with 
diverse people in Liverpool, Touchstone, a Methodist 
interfaith project in Bradford, and with people who have 
experienced abuse following the Past Cases Review, shows 
her work with 'prophetic communities for transformation'.

The Revd Glasson said: "It is a privilege to be elected to serve 
as President. My interest is in enabling and honouring 
Connexional communities that are courageous and rooted in 
prayer. God is transforming the old and calling us into new 
things that are a joyful outcome of our Methodist inheritance. 
I believe that if the Church is authentic and inclusive it will 
also grow numerically and spiritually.”

Professor Clive Marsh’s 35 years as a Methodist has shaped 
his work profoundly. He has sought to help people think 
creatively about how faith, life and popular culture 
interweave, and what happens to theology as a result.

Clive has taught in theological colleges and universities and is 
currently Head of the University of Leicester’s Vaughan 
Centre for Lifelong Learning and an International Research 
Consultant at the Queen’s Foundation. He is a church 
member, local preacher and tutor in the Leicester Trinity 
Circuit. Clive was also Faith and Order Committee Secretary 
from 2000-2007.

On hearing of his election, he said: "It is an honour to be 
elected Vice-President. I have a deep commitment to 
encouraging others in learning, no matter what their stage of 
life or what previous experience they have. My calling as a 
Methodist leads me to prompt people to think creatively 
about their life experience and the world around them, in 
developing a practical, theologically-informed faith.”

The report of the Marriage and Relationships Task 
Group was commended to the Connexion for study 
and prayerful discussion. Provisional resolutions were 
passed on the qualities of good relating, an 
understanding of cohabitation, celebration of civil 
partnerships, prayers following the end of a marriage 
and permission for same-sex marriages to take place in 
Methodist Churches. These will be voted on by District 
Synods during the year, and a report will be brought to 
the 2020 Conference based on those responses. A 
clause has been included in the proposals that no one 
would have to officiate at a same-sex marriage if they 
feel prevented by their conscience. Resources will be 
available (by emailing 
MandR@methodistchurch.org.uk ) for churches to 
facilitate discussion of the report.

The Conference received a report setting out the 
actions taken since the 2018 Conference expressed its 
concern about the crisis in housing and homelessness. 
The Conference commended the work being taken by 
churches and communities across the Connexion to 
support people experiencing homelessness and to 
provide housing and combat the housing crisis. The 
Conference agreed to encourage Circuits and Districts 
to consider increasing the social impact of property in 
local mission and how property might play a part in a 
holistic housing strategy of reduction, respite, 
recovery and reconnection. The Conference urged Her 
Majesty’s Government to accelerate its targets to 
eliminate rough sleeping, allow local authorities to 
build more housing and to enable the building of more 
genuinely affordable homes as a means of building 
stronger and more cohesive communities.

3Generate Jasmine Yeboah, Youth President, reflected on 
her presidential theme, encouraging young people to step 
outside their comfort zone to do something courageous for 
Christ. In an address to the Conference, Jasmine spoke of 
the priority for the Church to listen to the voices of 
children and young people. A manifesto has been 
developed which includes taking action on homelessness, 
building relationships within communities, supporting the 
lonely, caring for the environment, creating safe spaces for 
people to listen to each other and being creative in 
worship. The Conference urged Local Churches actively to 
engage with the 3Generate manifesto, by including it on 
Church Council agendas and committing to intentional 
actions as a response. The manifesto is available at 
www.methodist.org.uk/3genmanifestos

Prof Clive 
Marsh Revd Barbara Glasson

For the climate change report – see 
Green Matters page

mailto:MandR@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/3genmanifestos
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Caring for God’s Creation

Faced with a climate emergency the 
Methodist Conference has called on 
the UK to achieve net zero emissions
well before 2050.

New Diesels are not dirty: short Journeys are.

Vehicle engines have become both more efficient and cleaner as 
manufacturers have worked with the EU to improve standards (see the 
dramatic reduction from right to left in the chart). From September 
2016 all new diesels sold have had to comply with the Euro 6 standard 
and development is underway to achieve Euro 7 expected around 
2022. Euro 6 diesels feed the engine exhaust through a 4 stage 
‘catalytic’ converter - ‘cat’ for short. These remove virtually all the 
polluting gases except carbon dioxide. A diesel engine’s pulling power is 
better over a wider range of speeds, which is why they are used in 
lorries and buses (and those towing caravans). They are also more 
efficient than petrol engines so Euro 6 diesels emit less carbon dioxide 
than an equivalent petrol car. In fact a small diesel emits no more 
carbon dioxide than an electric car once the emissions from power 
stations are taken into account.

But – there is always a but – present ‘cats’ (petrol as well as diesel) 
don’t work efficiently until they reach full operating temperature. On a 
significant journey half of the pollution will occur within the first 5 
miles and one of the Euro 7 developments is likely to include a simple 
way of pre-heating the ‘cat’ to reduce this.

Short journeys, therefore, cause disproportionately harmful pollution, 
especially when starting from an urban area. So, every time one walks, 
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cycles or catches a bus for that short journey 
instead of using the car, it will be a major help. 
One ‘tip’ which helps a little is to use a lower 
gear than normal when starting. The engine will 
turn and heat up more quickly. 

Richard Balmer/ Greener Church Group

This follows recent initiatives including participation in the TheTimeIsNow
Climate Coalition lobby of MPs in London last month as well as 
engagement with investor bodies on reducing humanity’s global carbon 
footprint.

Single use plastics were singled out at the week-long Conference, with 
single use water bottles or cups unavailable for use by representatives.

The Conference encouraged its members and churches to
• reduce plastic pollution 
• for church cafés to consider signing up to a refill scheme, 

offering free refills for water bottles.

Earlier this year the Methodist Church launched Eco Circuits and Eco 
Districts in partnership with A Rocha, a Christian organisation engaging 
communities in nature conservation. The first Methodist Church to receive 
a Gold Eco Church Award was announced in June as Stratford-upon-Avon 
Methodist Church.  Solihull has the silver award.

Barbara Glasson, President of the Conference, who walked 133 miles along 
canal towpaths to the Conference raising funds for communities across the 
world affected by climate change, said:

“As a Church we believe in the possibility of transformation. Our church 
has heard the voice of communities around the world that are already 
suffering severe consequences of climate change.

“Our response must be both individual and corporate to do all we can to 
tread more lightly on the earth.”

Methodist Church recognises a climate emergency

A Well dressing in Derbyshire this 
summer with the message about plastic



The sun shone for our last Messy Church of the term, a Teddy 
Bears  picnic in Tudor Grange Park. It was such a lovely day and we 
found a cool spot under the big oak tree.

We started with a teddy trail, then lots of games including the 
parachute.

We all tucked into our sandwiches for tea then listened to the story 
of the feeding of the 5000 from the Bible, finishing with the 
mummy game, which you can see with our funny photos.

Everyone had lots of fun and all enjoyed being together especially 
being outside in the sunshine.

Tina Brooker

Many of you will remember when a group of us from Solihull Church visited the 
charity that was the Church Project for that year in Ghana West Africa.  A huge 
sum of money was raised and as one of those involved in 2009 I thought you 
might be interested to hear how the project is doing ten years on.

I am currently in Ghana and have  been having a wonderful time during what is 
my seventh visit to this charity.  The project has grown and now takes care of 
90 children, young people and adults, all of them are disabled in some way or 
another and all of them have been abandoned as children, due to the belief 
that still prevails regarding disability in Ghana – that it is a sign of being 
possessed by an evil spirit. 

This year I was tasked with starting the first part of a Training Programme for 
new care givers as they begin their work at Hand in Hand. I have been greatly helped by a wonderful physiotherapist from 

Netherlands and some special school staff from Germany.  We 
have all been involved in the project for a number of years and 
this year saw our work come together and the training 
programme begin.  

The children and young people remain a delight to be with and 
worship at the Nkoranza Methodist church on the Sunday was a 
joy.
Our daughter Naomi and her great friend Danielle organised and 
led that first trip ten years ago but as Naomi  is now Mother of 
three  and Danielle has two, they are kept quite busy back in the 
UK but hope to visit Ghana and the Hand in Hand project again 
one day.

Sue Hatton
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From Our Postbag June 2019 
The gratitude shown by our sponsored pupils is so 
obvious in their letters to those who are sponsoring 
them. After all, their lives would be so different and 
lacking if it were not for people like yourselves who have 
enabled them to attend Secondary School and College 
and thus changed their lives considerably for the better

Some of our students have left secondary school and are 
now undertaking further education such as university or 
teacher training college. We have received two letters 
from students who are training to be teachers. When I 
trained as a teacher, I found the teaching practices to be 
most useful even though some of the classes I taught in 
those days numbered up to 45! However, just read the 
following letters which describe their experience. 

❖ I now attend a teacher training college. The term 
went quite well despite the fact that there were some 
challenges in coping with the college schedule. I did 
join a Music Club in college and am looking forward to 
going to our music festival. After a training of two 
months we went out for our first teaching practice 
which lasted three weeks. I was posted to a primary 
school where I taught Grade 4. My class was made up 
of 94 students and I was taking them for a total of five 
subjects – science, English, music, art and physical 
education. Honestly speaking, the experience at first 
was quite awful but I thank God for His grace that kept 
me going and, with time, I had learned the various 
characters of the children and how best to manage 
them. During that period, I was assessed by four 
different professional assessors who approved my 
teaching skills and, based on their comments, my start 
was good. Immediately after the teaching practice we 
had a four-day break after which I reported back to 
college and began my end of term examination which 
took a period of two weeks. 

❖ This term we had a teaching practice when we were 
posted in different primary schools. We taught for two 
weeks. I was assigned to teach in Standard Six. As it was 
my first experience of teaching, I feared I would not 
manage - but only to realise teaching is the most 
enjoyable career in life. I really enjoyed being with the 
pupils who were always asking questions and seeking 
assistance. The thing I most enjoyed was being called a 
teacher as the pupils always called me “Teacher Aggie” 
(her name is Agnes). However, I did have a bit of a 
challenge due to a language barrier as the school at 
which I taught was in a rural area and the pupils were 
mostly using their local language (Maasai) but after 
several days they tried to change a bit. During the two 
weeks of teaching I was assessed by the tutors from 
our college and gained a Distinction 2:1. 

When the pupils are at home
or enjoying some time out of lessons,
many use the time to revise and to gather
more vital knowledge. 

❖ Reading novels is my favourite hobby 
because it exposes my mind to what is
hidden in books. 

❖ During the holiday I have planned to stay busy with 
books throughout the holiday. I like reading novels, 
Bible stories and playing the church piano. 

❖ I have now read a lot of novels from the school library. I 
spend my leisure time reading endlessly. My friends 
have started scolding me but my spirit is high in reading 
anything I come across. 

❖ I do follow my timetable of study so that I cannot waste 
time as time wasted waits for no man. I will work hard 
so that at the end of this year I get good grades which 
will take me to the university of my choice. 

❖ My favourite games are netball and badminton and, 
during my leisure time, I spend much of the time 
reading the Bible and novels. The subject I love most is 
mathematics and, when I grow up, I would like to be an 
engineer. 

❖ My other hobbies are knitting and crocheting. 

❖ Thank you for the Christmas card you sent me. that was 
the first card I had been sent and I treasure it like I do 
my own life. I look forward to hearing from you. 

❖ I am still appreciating you for the good work you did 
and which you are still doing. I actually don’t know in 
which group of people to categorise you for your 
humble heart but I’m sure God knows. Each and every 
moment when I think about you, tears almost come 
out. I asked myself a lot of questions. There are a lot of 
people in society, especially in our area who own big 
companies and they even possess a lot of things but 
none of them was willing to help me until a person 
from far away in England decided to educate me – a 
person whom I had never seen. It is only through 
letters that we have been able to communicate. How 
humble you are! How loving you are! How caring you 
are! It is not because you have a lot of money but only 
because you are concerned about others. I think you 
are the people whose footsteps should be followed by 
many who serve God and who have a concern for 
others. 

Without our support these bright young people would 
have no education at all. 
If you would like to help a student in Kenya then please 
talk to Jenni Kitson to find out more. 

. 
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For the final recital before the summer a good-sized 
audience gathered to hear the ‘Magic of the Musicals’ 
performed by musical magicians, Judith and Peter 
Farndon. 
We were treated to some real gems starting with a 
couple of numbers from The King and I, ‘Getting to 
know you’ (with enthusiastic audience participation) 
and ‘Hello young lovers’. 
Each song was introduced by Judith with a bit of 
background and some personal recollections. 
My favourite from the whole programme was a lovely 
rendition of ‘God help the outcasts’ from Stephen 
Schwartz and Alan Mencken’s score for the Hunchback 
of Notre Dame. The finale was the ABBA classic, ‘Thank 
you for the music’ again with an audience chorus. 
The long and loud applause at the end was a fitting 
response to a cracking performance. Peter and Judith, 
thank YOU for the music. 

Alan Faulkner 

July Recital

The last summer Soupa Talks outing at the end of July was 
to the Gladstone Pottery Museum in Longton, one of the 
five towns making up Stoke on Trent. 

The distinctive bottle ovens have all but disappeared and 
Gladstone is the last complete surviving pottery factory. 
After a short video our party was broken into two small 
groups for a tour of the factory where we saw the 
manufacturing processes from the preparation of the clay 
to the final firing and decoration of the china. 

We were shown a whole range of skills from hand turning 
pots, which the demonstrator made look so easy, to 
mould making and casting. 

Flowers have been made to ornament pottery since the 
1750’s and we saw one of the last flower makers at work. 
Equally skilled was the painting of the china. The 
decorators, mainly female, began as enamellers shading 
in outlines printed on the pots. If a young girl showed 
ability she would then progress to free hand painting and 
this skill was again demonstrated. 

There was an exhibition of pressed and decorated tiles 
that were sent all over the world and the final piece de 
resistance was an exhibition of early flushing loos 
preceded by a display of the earth toilet complete with 
smells! 

We ended our trip by visiting the café and gift shop. What 
a great visit for our final outing of the summer. 

Bryan Fitter

Next Soupa Talks

Wednesday 25th September
1.00 pm

Extra Time
by Alan Faulkner 

Tales from his acting career
Note: lunch is now £4



A mix of people from different groups within the Church 
and from St Francis Lodge and Tudor Lodge, gathered on 
Thursday 1st August.   They were all looking forward to a 
lovely day out in the beautiful North Warwickshire 
Countryside. 

We set off promptly and arrived at Hoar Farm Park Craft 
Village, just as the sun came out. Most people headed for 
the Café to get a coffee and relax in the sun. We resisted 
the temptation of Ice-cream or chocolates as we looked 
at the Old-fashioned rows of sweet jars, lining the 
shelves, while waiting to order our coffee.

It was off to the George and Dragon Pub in Coleshill for 
lunch.  This had been a last minute change of plan but 
The George and Dragon were happy to accommodate us. 
The service was first rate, with friendly hospitality and 
great food. Everyone enjoyed their meal.

After lunch we went to the farm where John Plumb 
explained it was a working farm and invited people to 
come on a trailer ride to learn more about its work.

There was just enough space on the trailer for everyone 
to have a ride and even take the wheelchair securely. 
They went for a ride around the farm and John stopped 
every so often and talked about the ecology of the farm 
and the crops.

Meanwhile the helpers were busy getting the afternoon 
tea ready! Despite Lunch having been only a few hours 
before, most people found their appetite when they saw 
the delectable display of cakes and snacks.  The clotted 
cream and jam scones quickly disappeared followed by 
the home-made cakes.

Everyone remarked on what a Grand Day Out it had been 
and had enjoyed the Trip around the Farm.

Thanks to all who contributed cakes, to those who 
helped, and especially to John Plumb for his gracious 
hospitality at Southfields Farm.

Diane Webb

Eleven church walkers enjoyed a 5 mile walk round the 
countryside near Knowle. Part was along the Grand 
Union Canal, then through farm land, including fields of 
wheat and sweet corn towards Barston, where they 
encountered the River Blythe and followed its banks 
back towards Knowle for lunch. 
The early morning had been quite drizzly, but 
fortunately brightened up and eventually turned sunny. 

Martin Cooke
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Sunday 1st September
3.00 pm

Solihull Methodist Church

to welcome 

Revs Andrew Orton (Solihull and Shirley), 
Sue Shortman (Cambridge Road, Acocks

Green and Sparkhill)   
Mindy Bell (University Chaplain) 

as they start working in the Birmingham Circuit

Introduction to 

Community Organising
This one day free taster session will be held 

on Tuesday 10th September 
9.30am-3.15pm 

at Bournville Parish Church in Bournville. It 
will introduce trainees to the concept of 
broad-based community organising, how 
communities can become more powerful, 

and explore the work of Citizens UK. A light 
lunch and refreshments will be provided. 

Places are limited, so please book ahead of 
time if you are interested in attending.

Methodist Homes for the Aged will be 
running a training day on 

Wednesday 30th October 10am-3pm
for all those involved in leading 

worship and providing pastoral care to 
older people. 

The training day will be held at
St Luke's Church on Great Colmore 
Street in Birmingham. Booking is 

required via circuit website

Introduction to 

Voluntary Workplace 

Chaplaincy Training 
All those interested in voluntary chaplaincy are invited to 

attend a 7 week training course based in central 
Birmingham from 

Monday 23rd September - Monday 11th 
November, 

5:00pm-7:00pm each session.
The course will cover topics including ‘what is 

chaplaincy?’, an introduction to key skills and working 
safely in a team. There will also be an opportunity to visit 
a chaplaincy in action. For more information, and to see 

whether this sounds like the course for you, please follow 
link on the circuit website

The Church at Carrs Lane Lectures
The next day of lectures given at the Church at Carrs Lane will 

be on

Saturday 5th October from 10:00am-4:00pm.
'Faith... the Art of Unease’ 

by Rev Canon Mark Oakley, Dean of Chapel at St John's 
College, Cambridge. 

Topics include The Collage of God: Faith, Doubt and Guessing 
at God and Poetry: The Native Language of Faith.

Coffee and tea will be provided, please bring your own lunch. 
Tickets cost £15, please book in advance.
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Children and Youth worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

SMASH's next production on 
18-21 March 2020 is

There will be an introductory workshop
for anyone who would like to find out more
about appearing onstage or helping behind the scenes on 

Saturday 7th September.

Auditions will be held on Saturday 21st and Wednesday 
25th September. 

Please email smash@solihull-methodist.org.uk for further 
details.

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to

messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
October Messenger items is 8th September

Woodlea Wanderers are a group of people who meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 8.00 pm to 
9.30 pm during term time, in different houses on 
Woodlea Drive. 

We meet for friendship, fellowship and discussion. 
Most of our discussions have been based on social 
issues or topics in the news that are relevant 
today. We have used resources from Joint Public 
Issues. Topics have included, a place to call home, 
refugees, food banks, organ donations. Our most 
recent series was about the sort of society in which 
we wish to live and hope to leave for future 
generations.

All are welcome to come and share in fellowship and 
a variety of discussion topics.

songs from the shows - old and new
with

Charley Branson and friends
Saturday 21st September

7.00 pm In the church

In aid of Camp Joy    £10.00

mailto:smash@solihull-methodist.org.uk


September Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Andrew Orton

10.30  Morning 
worship   Annette 
Sampson

3.00 Circuit 
Welcome service

8.00 Prayer Space

2 3
9.30  Holy          
Communion

4
10.00  Morning

prayers

5
1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Café

8.15  Badminton

6
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

7

8
10.30  Morning 
worship Rev 
Andrew Orton

9
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

10
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

11
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

13
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

14
9.00 Saturday 
Dads

10.00   Synod 

15
10.30   Morning 
service Revs Chris 
Giles  and Andrew 
Orton - Church 
project launch

16
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows
7.30   Green group

18
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
7.00 Circuit 
Assembly at Carrs
Lane

19
9.30   Ramble
2.00  Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

20
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

21
7.00 Musical 
Memories with 
Charley Branson 
and friends –
Church project 
concert

22
10.30 Morning 
service  Barry Davis

6.30  Healing and 
Communion  Rev 
Vicki Atkinson

23
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

24
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

25
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

26
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

27
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

28

29
10.30   Morning 
Service Rev Peter 
Bates

30
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

19

CHURCH TIMES
1st September 8th September 15th September 22ndSeptember 29th September 

Dorridge 10:30 am C Hague Covenant C Hague C Taylor A Orton C Hague Harvest 
9:30 am

C Hague Harvest 
4:00 pm

Earlswood 10:00 am V Atkinson E Mafusire N Johnson HC / 
Special activity

L Ramdharry M Aldridge 

Shirley 10:30 am A Orton A Wildbur C Hague HC C Hague A Orton Harvest

6:30 pm C Hague A Orton F Mapamula HC V Jambawo

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings HC V Atkinson HC K Hawkings HC J Keast F Beadle

For Solihull see above



On the last Monday of the summer term, 
Pushchair Club held their annual Teddy 
Bears' Picnic. It was a beautiful day and 
we were able to hold it outside in the 
beautiful Church grounds. It was a very 
well attended session, many people came 
back to say goodbye to Tina, as it was her 
last day with us. Tina has been a great 
support to everyone.

Many of the children are starting Nursery 
in September but they are all hoping to 
come to see us from time to time.

We would like to thank everyone who 
has helped Pushchair Club to continue to 
be successful over the last year.

Karen, Tina and Jean

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367


