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Welcome to God’s Party

Musical Memories

On 1st September there was a  warm welcome from the 
Birmingham Circuit to Rev Andrew Orton (Solihull and 
Shirley), Rev Sue Shortman (Cambridge Road, Acocks
Green and Sparkhill),  Rev Mindy Bell (University 
chaplain), Rev Barbara Calvert (Northfield) and lay 
workers Dean Taylor (Solihull and Shirley), Arul Israel 
(Selly Oak) and Vivien Jones (finance officer).

The Solihull Church was packed with a real hubbub of 
friends catching up on news from around Birmingham. It 
was especially good to see churches outside Methodism 
adding their welcome. 

The three Superintendents led the service with the 
District Chair, Rev  Ian Howarth giving the address.   Ian 
reminded  us of the challenges the church faced and our 
tasks in spreading Gods word before sharing some words 
of wisdom to the new appointees from his own rich 
experiences. 

Lawrie Rumens

Malcolm James (circuit steward), Rev Alison Richards (Super) , Dean Taylor, Arul Israel, Rev Mindy Bell, Rev Andrew Orton, 
Rev Barbara Calvert, Rev Sue Shortman and Rev Nick Jones (Super)



Another large van load of tools on its way overseas 
via the charity Tools With A Mission
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Cathy and James are delighted to announce that 
Naomi gave birth to Iris Ruby on 15th August. Iris  
weighed 6lb 7oz. Proud parents, Naomi and Trent, are 
doing well, Iris is gorgeous and the grandparents are 
more than a little emotional!

New Arrival

We are sorry to announce the following deaths.   
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and 
friends.

Ken Ellison
Ken was a local preacher for many years and he and 
Joyce were part of our church family at one time. 
Ken was also a teacher at Solihull School. 
Ken had been living in a care home in Balsall 
Common where he had been living since Joyce died 
at the end of last year. Although the family had 
moved away they remained on the church family list. 

Kate Clements
Kate Clements died  in the middle of September and 
her funeral will be on Monday 8th October, 1.30 pm 
at Robin Hood Crematorium followed at 2.30 pm by a 
service of Thanksgiving in the church.
There will be an obituary for Kate in the November 
Messenger.

Sunday 20th October   4.00 pm
Cambridge Road Methodist Church

This will incorporate Jazz Church as well as 
recognise a new local preacher – James Pollard

I am Dean Taylor and feel blessed to have been 
appointed as your children and youth worker.   I felt 
the call to youth and children’s ministry in 2008 when 
I studied for 3 years to complete a degree in youth 
and children’s work with applied theology at St John’s 
College in Nottingham.

I enjoy being outdoors, cooking and am an avid Aston 
Villa fan.

It is fantastic to have the opportunity to work and 
worship with you at Solihull Methodist Church.

Dean Taylor

Methodist Women in Britain

Thursday 23rd October 10.30am 
Erdington Methodist Church, B23 6TX 

Rev Clive Fowle
Will talk on “Touch of Hope”. 

Please bring a packed lunch, drinks will be available 
before the meeting and at lunchtime. 



Post Graduate study and Appointments

Mike Crockett Mike gained a Post Graduate 2 year 
certificate in Mindfulness-Based 
Interventions from Stellenbosch 
University Dept. of Family Medicine 
and Health Care. (Cum Laude). It 
equips him in his work with gangster 
and addiction groups and in running 
courses for stressed out business and 
mental health sufferers. (See Church 
Project)

Peter 
Macaulay

Following his marriage to Charlotte in 
April, Peter is completing his PhD in 
Psychology at Nottingham Trent before 
taking up a position at Staffordshire 
University lecturing in Social 
Psychology

Philip Polson Phil was recently been appointed as a 
Consultant Urologist at New Cross 
Hospital in Wolverhampton. He will 
take up his appointment in April.

Graduations

Iona Cameron Iona graduated from Warwick 
University with a degree in English and 
Theatre. This autumn she is beginning 
an MA in Shakespeare Studies with the 
University of Birmingham and their 
Shakespeare Institute and the Royal 
Shakespeare Company.

Anna 
Humphreys

Anna (Bennett’s) was awarded her BA 
(Hons) in Political Science with History 
by Birmingham University and is 
pursuing her career in local 
government with Solihull Borough 
Council.

Sarah-Jane 
Powell

Sarah-Jayne has graduated from 
University of Nottingham with a 1st in 
Nursing (Adult) and is starting her first 
staff nursing position at Warwick 
hospital on Willoughby ward.  This is a 
lower GI surgical ward.

Going on to University and Further Education

Frankie Austin Frankie goes to the University of 
Manchester to study Human 
Geography.

Ben Brooker Ben is going on to read Sports 
Journalism at Staffordshire University 

Hannah 
Brooker

Hannah is going to Leeds University to 
study to become a Social Worker

Tina Brooker Tina is going to Queens Theological 
College to become a Minister

Georgia Dakin Georgia (Aldridge’s) is spending her 3rd

university year of her management 
course doing work experience at 
Heathrow airport. She will return to 
Liverpool for her 4th year.

Senior School to Sixth form

Daniel Daniel will be going up to Tudor Grange 
Sixth Form to study Computer Science, 
Music and Physics A levels.

Evie Evie will be starting her ‘A’ levels in 
Gloucester this coming term studying 
Biology, Chemistry, Maths, and French.

Rachel Rachel will be going up to Tudor Grange 
Sixth Form to study Maths/Economics, 
Music and History A levels.

Elliot Elliot will be going to Tudor Grange Sixth 
Form to study A ‘levels in Maths, 
Further Maths, Physics & Geography.

Jonathan Jonno (Rumens’) will be moving up to 
Churchers College 6th Form to study PE 
and Psychology 

Junior School to Secondary School

Star Star will be going to Edgbaston Girls 
High School.

Ruby Ruby will be going to Alderbrook School
Benjamin Ben will be starting at Langley School
His friend Peter  will also be going to Langley School 

Primary to Junior

Charlotte Charlotte will be going up to Haslucks
Green Junior School.

Zac Zac is moving up in Dickens Heath 
Community School

Starting School - Reception

Caleb Caleb is starting at Burman Infant School
Stella Stella is starting at Oak Cottage
Molly is also leaving our Playgroup to go into Reception

Starting at Nursery School

Bethany Bethany is starting nursery at Dickens 
Heath Community School.

Morwenna Morwenna will also be starting at 
Nursery School

Martha Martha will be starting at the School 
Nursery at Burman Infant School.

Our Playgroup also had these young folk leaving to start 
Nursery: George, Jacob, Angela, Charlie, Jasmine, 
Sugandha, William, Samantha, Wyatt, and Ruby

Lauren Dakin Lauren (Aldridge’s) will be going to 
Sheffield University to read Geography

Jonathan 
Hague

Jon will be going to Nottingham 
University to read Mathematics

Alysia Hoe Lissy (Rumens’) will be going to Exeter 
University to read History and Modern 
Languages (Spanish)

Anna 
Richmond

Anna will be starting a higher level 
financial accountancy apprenticeship 
with Mazars in Birmingham
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Thank you so much for the wonderful welcome you have 
given to Carl and myself over the past few weeks. We 
feel very much at home with you and look forward to 
getting to know you better as we work alongside you 
over the coming months and years.

As this edition of The Messenger is published we are fast 
approaching our harvest celebrations when we give 
thanks to God for his many blessings and wonderful 
provision. This year we are taking as our theme the 
hymn ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’ and hopefully the words 
of this hymn can be used as a basis to inspire our church 
decorations.

Great is Thy Faithfulness, found at 51 in the Singing the 
Faith hymn book, was written by the poet Thomas 
Chisolm in Kansas, USA, in 1923 and has become a 
popular hymn over the years, having been set to music 
and published by William M Runyan.

It is actually based on Lamentations 3v22-23 – ‘The 
Steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning: 
great is your faithfulness” (NRSV).

Written as a lament – a poetic expression of grief at 
where the writer was and what he was feeling - possibly 
penned by the prophet Jeremiah, the book of 
Lamentations was composed around 586 BC when the 
Babylonians had overthrown Jerusalem, and its residents 
either killed or taken into exile. 

These words try to express the shock and grief the 
people felt as the bottom had literally fallen out of their 
world and as they tried to come to terms with 
this…….(read v1 ff – it seems that God has literally 
turned his back on them!) – Maybe you have felt like this 
at some moment in your life or are possibly feeling like 
this at the moment as you deal with the challenges of 
this life.

This was certainly the case for Chisholm at the time of 
penning this hymn. Chisholm became a Christian when 
he was twenty-seven and entered the ordained ministry 
when he was thirty-six, but poor health forced him to 
retire after just one year in post. Despite the 
disappointment Chisholm must have felt he never lost 
his faith in God writing nearly 1,200 poems throughout 
his life, including several published hymns. 

Chisholm explained toward the end of his life, “My 
income has not been large at any time due to impaired 
health in the earlier years which has followed me on 
until now. Although I must not fail to record here the 

unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-
keeping God and that He has given me 
many wonderful displays of His 
providing care, for which I am filled with astonishing 
gratefulness.”

I wonder if we are able to hold on to our own faith 
despite the challenges of life and indeed find that it is 
able to grow and shape who we become as a result of 
these things?

Harvest season provides us with a wonderful opportunity 
to mark and to celebrate God’s unfailing love and 
faithfulness to us. We also have the opportunity to thank 
and acknowledge the faithfulness of those who walk 
beside us and are members of the family of Solihull 
Methodist Church.

The hymn writer Joseph Hart writes: 

‘This this is the God we adore, 
our faithful, unchangeable friend,
Whose love is as great as his power, 
and neither knows measure nor end:

Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We’ll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that’s to come.

I can think of nothing better to do than just that, as we 
celebrate our harvest as we ‘Praise him for all that is 
past’ and, as we move through this month holding our 
nation and Government in prayer as we face an 
uncertain future with Brexit, are able to ‘trust him for all 
that’s to come’.

God Bless,
Revd. Andrew Orton.

Great is thy faithfulness

Sunday 6th October

10.30am Harvest Celebration
Revd Andrew Orton

12.15 pm  Church Family Lunch 
(provided)

1.15 pm  Open church meeting
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Now that the month of October is here it’s time to start 
thinking about filling shoeboxes for our CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL 2019! As we did last year we will be collecting 
filled shoeboxes to be distributed through Teams 4U who 
organise sending the shoeboxes to Eastern Europe.  The 
shoeboxes will be distributed through schools, 
orphanages and hospitals to vulnerable and needy 
children and families. For these children, a shoebox filled 
with simple gifts, is their only present at Christmas and 
probably in their lifetime.  A small shoebox filled with gifts 
can have a BIG impact.

Last year, our church collected 97 shoeboxes which was 
down on the previous year’s total.  It would  be wonderful 
if we could exceed last year’s total, so PLEASE fill as many 
shoeboxes as possible (why stop at 1 or 2!) and 
encourage your family, friends, neighbours and work 
colleagues to do the same.

Leaflets are now available in the Church vestibule and 
Church Hall foyer which give full details of simple gifts to 
include in the shoeboxes.  As can be seen in the leaflet, 
also included are ideas for a ‘Home Box’.  These boxes go 
to adult females in a household and can include small 
toiletries, scarves, jewellery, small household utensils etc.  
Items such as shampoo, nail varnish etc  CAN  be included 
but please make sure the top of the bottle is secure and 
wrapped around with Sellotape.  Filled shoeboxes can be 
left in the church vestibule until SUNDAY 3rd NOVEMBER.

For anyone who is unable to fill a shoebox, any items 
listed in the leaflet can be left in the box provided.   
Monetary donations are also very welcome.  There are 
also some empty shoeboxes in the vestibule waiting to be 
filled, so please take one or more.  Enjoy knitting?  There 
are always patterns for hats, bags etc available in the 
church and hall.  So why not knit something for your 
shoebox or leave your knitted items in the collection 
boxes.

PLEASE start filling those boxes now – it’s amazing how 
many items can be packed into a shoebox, it’s fun to do 
and this small, simple gift will give the love and joy of 
Christmas to so many children.

Please take a copy of the newsletter on the TEAMS4U
notice board in the church hall to read about last year’s 
appeal.  For more information have a look at the 
Teams4U website – teams4u.com – and watch their 
shoebox video which gives helpful suggestions about gifts 
to include and shows how to pack a shoebox. Or speak to 
Chris Cooke if you need any help.

Chris Cooke

It was a dramatic opening to the new season of Lunchtime Recitals 
with Rita Schindler and Boglarka Gyorgy,  a fascinating 
combination of Harp and Violin.   They showed unbelievable skills 
and artistic appreciation. We were promised magic and that is just 
what we got. 

There were just two pieces, starting with the modern Villanelle 
composed by Brynes in 2006.    This was based on his thoughts 
from a poem by Elizabeth Bishop that Rita read to us entitled One 
Art.   It focussed on variations of the art of losing including the end 
of life. It was different but compelling. 

Saint Saens was next – his Fantaisie written a hundred years 
before the first piece. A man who enjoyed travel, this was inspired 
by one of his Mediterranean tours when he reached Italy.

This recital was remarkable. An education for us all yet such an 
enjoyable one led by such enchanting experts. 

Lawrie Rumens



Wed 6th Nov        Cream Tea and 
3.00 pm Gymslips and Chalkboards 

with Kath Reynolds 

Sat 16th Nov Family Beetle Drive
5.30 pm

Sat 7th Dec Out of the Blue Band
7.00 pm ‘Swing into Christmas’

Sat 25th Jan   Burns Night Supper
7.00 pm

Fund raising events
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Derek and Chris Giles went to South Africa nearly two 
years ago on the encouragement of our former minister 
Mike to do some work at Camp Joy. 

Chris takes up the story

Mike had told us a lot about his work there but we didn’t 
really know what to expect or how we could help.

Our first impression was of a pretty derelict site with a 
very basic main building and various large metal 
containers being used as bedrooms.

Camp Joy offers a safe haven to those trying to break free 
from a life of crime and addiction. All those who come to 
Camp Joy are seeking to make a fresh start, to turn their 
lives around, and find hope for the future.

They were keen to develop a market garden on the site so 
Derek helped to lay out some fencing at the side of the 
main building, to prepare an area where they could grow 

their vegetables and fruit. It was great
to see them working together as a team.
It was really hard work digging the holes!
Derek explained the plan to Kenneth, a former gang 

leader, so that he could be in charge and give the 
instructions to the others.

I did some counselling work with the women. Their stories 
were heart-breaking. One young woman with mental 
health issues was the daughter of a prostitute and her 
father was the pimp. Her young life had been one of 
constant abuse.

Camp Joy is a truly remarkable place, committed to 
helping damaged people to change their lives.

Will you help us make a difference?
Derek and Chris Giles

Derek (back row) with a group of workers at Camp Joy

Building the fence at the vegetable plot

Chris with Mike Crockett meeting families in Hanover Park

You can donate online to the Camp Joy project at 
www.wonderful.org/charity/solihullmethodistchurch
or with the QR code

If you are a Facebook user, it would be great if 
you could share the Camp Joy items. This will 
spread the news from our church with a wider 
group of people.
There is a link to Facebook on our church website.

http://www.wonderful.org/charity/solihullmethodistchurch
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Bananas ripen at room temperature, so to slow the process keep 
them in the fridge. Alternatively wrap the ends in plastic film or foil. 

If you or any of your family or friends have green gingham 
uniforms in fair condition that are no longer needed, 
please bring them to the Church and let Joyce or Bryan 
Fitter have them. They will take them to our ‘Raising the 
Roof’ school, the Kebba Jarjou school, in the Gambia when 
they next go.  Many families there struggle to afford 
proper uniforms.   

In the last financial year our Church has been able to 
donate £150 to Christian Aid, £200 to Tools with a 
Mission (TWAM) and £150 to the Christian 
Environmental Charity A Rocha. It has also been able to 
twin 2 of the toilets in the Church Hall and all 5 of those 
in the Church at a cost of £420 which pays for the same 
number in poor countries overseas. The money comes 
from the printer cartridges we collect which can be re-
used (some just have to be sent for safe disposal) and 
your generous giving when the Greener Church serves 
coffee in January. Thankyou. 

Richard Balmer/ Greener Church Group

The Birmingham Circuit and the Birmingham District of 
the Methodist Church are now encouraging churches 
to wok towards becoming eco churches so that they 
can become an Eco Circuit and an Eco district

During October and November I shall be collecting:
Old and broken jewellery including 
watches, foreign/out of date currency, 
mobile phones, cameras and lap tops to
go to Recycling for Good Causes.

Sewing machines, knitting machines, 
items to make up into sewing 
kits/hand knitting kits, carpentry 
tools, builders’ tools, electricians’ 
tools, plumbers’ tools, garden tools, 

mechanics’ tools and computers to go to TWAM (Tools 
with a Mission).
Please bring to me on any Sunday morning except 
October 13th or ring me for collection.

Many thanks
Linda Innes

The new term started on Monday 25th September at 
the Kebba Jarjou Memorial Nursery School in 
Wellingara in The Gambia.

There will be a new intake of three year old boys and 
girls dressed in their new school uniforms of green 
checked gingham and grasping their school bags. Some 
will be wearing shoes for the first time.

For the first time parents of new children will not be 
asked to pay the £10 registration fee, which is the 
average weekly wage in The Gambia, as our church has 
been able to fund the cost through the generous 
donations of members. The £10 provides the school 
uniform, educational materials, and health and welfare 
care.

The school has been re-decorated for the start of the 
term again through your generosity. 

Thank you for giving this opportunity to the children 
and their families.

Bryan Fitter
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Methodist Homes for the Aged will be 
running a training day on 

Wednesday 30th October 10am-3pm
for all those involved in leading 

worship and providing pastoral care to 
older people. 

The training day will be held at
St Luke's Church on Great Colmore 
Street in Birmingham. Booking is 

required via circuit website

The Church at Carrs Lane Lectures
The next day of lectures given at the Church at Carrs Lane 

will be on

Saturday 5th October from 10am-4pm.
'Faith... the Art of Unease’ 

by Rev Canon Mark Oakley, Dean of Chapel at St John's 
College, Cambridge. 

Topics include The Collage of God: Faith, Doubt and Guessing 
at God and Poetry: The Native Language of Faith.

Coffee and tea will be provided, please bring your own 
lunch. Tickets cost £15, please book in advance.

5th October 2019 10:30 - 3:30 pm 

18- 30’s ?
Considering Ministry?

Could it be Ordained Ministry?
Have you ever felt God nudging you to serve the 
Church?
Has anyone ever suggested to you that you would 
make a good minister?
Come and find out more about:
• Being an Ordained person
• How to Candidate for Ordained Ministry
• What is included in the Training Pathways
• What a minister gets “paid”
This event is free, booking is required.
Methodist Church House, London NW1 5JR

Not sure if this day is for you? Have a conversation 
with a friend, your Minister or Superintendent 
Minister.
Please be aware that attending this exploration day 
does not oblige you to become a Methodist 
Minister!

Visit of the Vice President
Prof Clive Marsh 

will be at Selly Oak Methodist Church

Saturday 9th November
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The Passion Play in Birmingham City Centre in April was a great example of our Christian 
community coming together in unity to share the story of Jesus.

Saltmine are seeking your wisdom whether to hold another play in 2020.

Can I ask you to read this as a personal request from Rachael to prayerfully consider 
whether Saltmine should hold another Passion Play in Birmingham next year and if so, 
whether your church/place of worship will commit to £500 sponsorship.

So far 16 churches have signed up. Saltmine's goal is for 100 pledges of support to ensure 
the play is financially viable and has our spiritual and practical support.

You can contact Rachael by email on rachaelo@saltmine.org or call 01384 454800.

Musical Premiere – Come and Sing / Play!
The latest musical by Roger Jones (Christian Music Ministries) is going to be 

premiered at the Coton Centre in Tamworth on

Saturday 12th October 2019.

The premiere will take the form of a scratch choir and orchestra day, culminating 
in a performance at 5:00pm.

Could you help host guest or join discussion, help 
with visits or in some other way
We hope to have 12 – 20 visitors
Our visitors are particularly keen to explore
• The realities of daily life as Christians and 

churches
• Fresh expressions and Church without walls
• Peace and reconciliation
• The environmental crisis
• Inclusivity and diversity
As well as other issues which face both our 
churches

Would you like to help?
Speak to Rev Caz Hague 

mailto:rachaelo@saltmine.org
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to

messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
October Messenger items is 13th October

West Midlands Wesley History Society

The Annesley Warwickshire 
Connection –

.

We will be celebrating Susanna Wesley’s 350th 

Birthday by looking at her family connection 
with Warwickshire and having a Birthday Party 

in her honour.

Saturday 5th October 2019 
2.30 pm.

Solihull Methodist Church

Our initial meeting was in Jan 2019, mainly for stewards. 
We waited until new staff were in post for a get 
together with them, our circuit steward and the newly 
appointed team convenor, Fiona Beadle.

Following that initial meeting we have set a date for a 
Worship focussed meeting, to which those involved in 
leading worship will be invited.   Here we will be 
discussing feedback from our congregations on 'Acts of 
Worship' people in our congregations and communities 
have found inspiring.   It will be on Tues 22nd Oct 
7.30pm at Shirley.     We are concentrating on this area 
first before we turn our attention to the 'Mission' focus 
element of the team.

In traffic light terms we at the 'amber' stage getting 
ready for the 'green' light to come on so we can 'Go!'.

Peace,
Vicki

Solihull is part of the  team which includes Shirley, 
Dorridge, Earlswood and Trinity Monkspath.    Cheswick 
Green closed in the summer. 



October Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

2
10.00  Morning

prayers

3
1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Café

8.15  Badminton

4
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

5

6 Harvest 
Festival

9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Donald Ker
10.30  Morning 
worship Rev 
Andrew Orton
12.15 church 
Lunch
1.15 Open Church 
meeting
8.00 Prayer Space

7
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

8
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

9
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

10
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

11
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

12
9.00 Saturday 
Dads

13
10.30  Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Andrew Orton –

14
10.15    Pushchair 
club
12.30  Men’s 
Annual Lunch at 
the Bridge Club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

15
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

16
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

17
9.30   Ramble
2.00  Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

18
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

19

20
10.30 Morning 
service own 
arrangement

4.00 Circuit Service 
with Jazz Church at 
Cambridge Road

21
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts
7.30   Church 
Council

22
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

23
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

24
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

25
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

26
3.30  Messy 
Church

27
10.30   Morning 
Service Rev Peter 
Bates

6.30  Healing and 
communion  Rev 
Donald Ker

28 29
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

30
10.00  Morning

prayers

31
8.15  Badminton
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For Solihull see above

6th October 13th October 20th October 27th October 

Dorridge 9:00 am C Hague / D 
Reddish HC

Dorridge 10:30 am C Hague HC M Claridge C Hague P Pardoe 

Dorridge 6:00 pm M Wallace HC

Earlswood 10:00 am E Fawthrop HF L Helliar V Atkinson HC Own arrangement

Shirley 9:15 am Own arrangement

Shirley 10:30 am P Woodall C Hague A Orton HC Own arrangement

Shirley 6:30 pm J Mason N Jones R Keast S Shortman HC

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings HC V Atkinson HC K Hawkings HC A Orton

Half Term



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

At Andrew’s first Sunday morning service in September 
the children  celebrated God’s welcome to everyone.   
They talked about how it feels to be left out, how we can 
help people who are left out both in our lives at school and 
home, and the people in the world who experience 
difficult times through poverty, illness, disability, war, etc.

The big letters that spelt out “welcome” had pictures from 
the Messenger and from newspapers to include everyone 
at our church and in the world.    They had some 
invitations to God's Party for everyone, and (sadly) not 
enough biscuits for all. 

Linda Bates

Charley Branson brought 9 friends with her and everyone 
was bowled over by their professional performance.  The 
programme spanned the familiar, which we could hum 
along like West Side Story or Joseph, and the new, with 
superb songs from shows we did not know existed.

We had songs to weep for, songs to bring back so many 
memories and songs to make us laugh – a lot. All so very 
well performed. There was a surprise guest with Iona 
Cameron back from the Edinburgh Fringe with songs from 
the Sound of Music that almost out-Julied, Miss Andrews. 

There were too many names to go through each but I will 
mention Andrew Johnson who was at the piano all evening 
and seemed never to stop playing. I checked how many 
fingers he had – only ten but it seemed almost double that! 

There was another opportunity to watch Mike Crockett’s 
video of the work at Camp Joy.   The evening raised over 
£1500 for Camp Joy, which was a good start for this year’s 
church project.

Very well done indeed all. 
Lawrie Rumens


