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What an exciting day it was, celebrating the traditional 
harvest but also a harvest of young people and what a 
houseful came along.    Andrew Orton  led the service 
which also included the Young Church Awards and the JMA 
Awards.

It was good to see the Brownies having had a sleepover in 
the Hall on the Saturday night. 

There were displays to admire all round the church. Part of 
the  decoration was a huge banner across the chancel with 
the theme written on it. 

During the Harvest Service gifts of non-perishable food 
items were accepted for Helping Hands which is 
administered by the Renewal Christian Centre. Alan  
Faulkner  explained about the foodbank operated by 
Helping Hands. 

The opening hymn was a reminder, not just of the harvest 
celebration but the harvest waiting for us in heaven.  
Andrew asked what was the most precious or important 
thing in church today. Happily the children picked this up 
and soon convinced everyone that water and bread were 
more important than all the riches we see advertised. 

Lawrie Rumens



A full church

Donations of non perishable foods which were 
sent to Helping Hands

Introduction 
After a delicious ‘Ivan soup’ and some scrumptious 
puddings it was into the serious business of the church 
meeting.   Andrew asked what the Presidential theme 
was for this year. The answer came back as ‘What’s the 
story?’ Andrew talked about the story of our church 
referring to Edna Handley’s wonderful book, ‘Travelling 
On’ and its supplement. Today’s conversation would be 
about the continuing story of our church. 

Conversation

For the main body of our conversation, Andrew told of 
the pack produced by the connexion entitled, ‘Our 
Church’s Future Story’. We discussed where we thought 
our church was on the ‘Life Cycle’ of a church diagram. 
Most agreed that we were probably past our peak but 
there was some disagreement whether we were on our 
way back up or not. We were then presented with a 
‘Wants and Wishes’ where we were asked to respond 
under four headings:-

• What we have that is good and we want to keep. 
• What we don’t have that wish we had. 
• What we have that we don’t want. 
• What we don’t have and don’t want. 

Table discussions took place and the responses were 
collected for discussion and possible action. 

Next we considered ‘What is our Church’s Future Story?’ 
looking first at what we think we are doing well. Ideas 
were collected and collated on a flip chart. Amongst the 
things suggested were our welcome, outreach, 
generosity, the footfall in our premises and that we 
share our vulnerabilities. This led on to the challenge to 
consider what our next chapter will be about. A number 
of ideas were suggested including:-

• Having the courage to be evangelists, 
• Defining what we are about so that we can build 

bridges between everyday life and worship and to 
share our faith with others. 

• Growing and deepening discipleship. 

We concluded our conversation by considering these 
three ideas:-
• To help us write this story, we have the following 

people, talents, resources…. 
• Resources we may need to find / buy in in order to 

achieve this are….. 
• To complete the story, we may need to let go of …

Alan Faulkner

Ivan, Joyce and Bev serving soup
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Michael Ding and Katherine Tan were married last 
year at a civil ceremony in London but in 
September they flew back home to Penang, 
Malaysia and had the religious ceremony in church.   
Katherine said it was very emotional.

Kate Clements (nee Amy Kathleen Thompson) was 
born on May 16th1929 in Loughborough, into a 
Methodist family much involved with the chapel 
there. 

In 1939 she won a scholarship to the local Girls 
High School just after war was declared. She knitted
socks for Merchant Seaman and with other Guides,
‘dug for victory’ in the school gardens. Her main 

interests at school were games and drama. She also 
joined operatic societies.   Two schools from Sheffield 
and Birmingham were evacuated to Loughborough and the 
Thompson family acquired their own little evacuee – Gwenny
from Acocks Green.

1947 was a difficult year for gaining entrance to university as 
many places were being allocated to returning servicemen. 
However, Kate was accepted by Goldsmith’s College, and 
departed for London with great expectations of theatre, ballet 
and opera visits. Working at an East End Hospital at weekends 
enabled her to pay for cheap seats to the theatre and 
Promenade Concerts or the Albert Hall. 

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Avril Nicholas.    
Avril is Karen Robertson’s mother.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.

Congratulations to Sam Tucker, son of Chris and Alison Tucker, 
who recently got engaged to Emily Rees 

Kate became English Assistant in a French 
school and spent a year in Saint-Flour, in 

south west France. Working life started in 
earnest when she took her first teaching 
post in Hyde County Grammar School on 
the outskirts of Manchester. After two 
years, she met a young engineer named 
Brian from Birmingham while on a 

Ramblers’ Camping Holiday in Corsica and 
they married in 1955 setting up the only  

home they were to share together in Solihull. The 
twins Mark and Sarah were born in 1959 and Ellen 
two years later. All three were members of the 
Sunday School here at Solihull. Kate was an early 
member of the Young Wives Club. 

Later she joined the Guild, became a Pastoral Visitor 
and was one of the original members of SMASH –
Solihull Methodist Acting and Singing In Harmony, 
Altogether she took part in 15 of the SMASH 
productions.    As an ancient shepherdess in ‘Born for 
Us All’, she was joined by Ellen’s daughter, Laura. 

Cont next page 

Kate Clements
May 16th1929 to 11th Sept. 2019



Kate Clements cont/

They also appeared together in ‘Children of Eden’. Laura 
continued on the boards, following in Grandma’s footsteps.

On her retirement in 1985, Kate completed another arts 
degree through the Open University. Many of her essays 
were completed on the CLEM – the narrow boat which 
Brian had fitted out. Rambling with Reg Bywell and the 
Church group was also a great joy. Her other great interest 
– choral singing – meant that at one time she was a 
member of two operatic societies and three choirs. She 
was still singing with the Middleton Hall Singers until fairly 
recently.

The last few years of her life saw U3A provide Kate with 
her main outside interests, alongside a number of other 
members of the Church. She particularly enjoyed the 
groups studying French, Gardening, Music and Arts and 
Entertainment.

She considered herself to be very lucky to have her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren living quite near and 
to be accepted as part of their families. She also much 
appreciated the friendship and fellowship which she 
experienced in this church over  65 years of membership. 
Kate was a very faithful  and regular member of our church 
and she will be sadly missed. 

Alison Faulkner

The Men started their Annual Lunch at the Bridge Club 
with some reflection. They were there in good numbers 
and in good heart yet they missed too many members no 
longer with them. Nevertheless they rejoiced that Richard 
Beattie and Michael Willett were able to be there. Life is 
very difficult for them and it is always good for everyone 
when they can be with us. 

The Bridge Club always serves a good meal and it was a 
well satisfied group that settled down to hear their guest 
speaker Peter Bates. You may be surprised that Wolves 
did not come up once. He spoke about education. 

This year he retired from being a Governor at Langley 
School, a role he had filled for 20 years and that had led 
him to view school in a very different way. Before stepping 
down he was the Chair of the Governors with the extra 
responsibility that demanded. 

He briefly reminded them of his earlier school career 
going from pupil into teacher training and thence as a 
teacher into a new Comprehensive made up from 5 old 
schools of which just one was a grammar school. Sadly the 
divides had lived on with even the teachers from different 
schools adopting their own parts of the staff room. It was 
a time when the civil war raged on Pakistan, and also in 
the playground. 

It won’t surprise you then that he moved on this time to 
Dagenham finding a community dominated by the car 
factory and the children simply knowing they did not want 
to go into that factory. Yet there was so much pleasure in 
both situations opening new pastures and ideas for 
children with sometimes quite a limited view of life. 

But the church called and he was appointed a Youth 
Officer in the Methodist Church before qualifying and 
being appointed as a Methodist minister. How natural it 
was for him to accept the invitation to become a 
Governor. In telling about that role he reflected on the 
changes that had made it become less satisfying and much 
more stressful. 

When he signed on the role was simply that of a community 
based, active supporter of the school who took advice from 
Council based professionals to support and guide the Head. 

How that had changed with time. He described the pressure, 
from an early task as Chair, of finding and appointing a new 
Head and the worry that came afterwards that they would 
settle in and be a success. There was more pressure to come. 
As schools were ‘freed’ from Council control they had the 
shock of that expert advice being removed. Then the financial 
pressure started with the local responsibility for financial 
management and the unfulfilled promises of extra funds. 
More and more the Governors needed business nous and 
experience. There was much less time for a pastoral role with 
staff and pupils. There had also been a change in culture with 
schools seemingly in competition rather that supporting each 
other. 

This was a disturbing talk which clearly illustrated the love of 
children and education that led to becoming a Governor and 
the sheer pleasure and satisfaction that could come from it. 
But it challenged whether political changes which made that 
role a management/business commitment rather than a 
pastoral support was really in the interests of teachers or 
pupil.

Lawrie Rumens
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Dear Friends,

Will we or won’t we? At the time of writing it is unclear 
as to whether our Prime Minister will get his way and 
successfully have led the United Kingdom out of the 
European Union by the deadline of 31st October set by 
the European Union. By the time you read this we may 
very well be living in the reality!

Brexit is something that has dominated the political life 
of our nation for the past 3 years, spilling over into the 
lives of ordinary people bringing divided opinion, strong 
reactions and even hatred – and it seems it will continue 
to dominate conversation and life and divide people’s 
opinions for years to come.

For many, the whole subject has become frustrating and 
I know our men on a Tuesday morning have held many 
such conversations on the subject as they have met up 
for a coffee and chat. 

“Just get on with it” is a phrase I’m hearing more and 
more from people on both sides of the political divide as 
‘Brexit fatigue’ sets in - and there is a danger that we 
might now simply vote for anything in order to resolve 
the stalemate and ‘get it out of the way’ whatever the 
impact and cost– we’ve all simply had enough!

It was appropriate then that the Gospel reading set for 
the Sunday following Parliament’s historic Saturday 
sitting where yet another Brexit deal with the EU was 
halted and effectively blocked was the story of the 
persistent widow and the unjust judge from Luke chapter 
18.    (Who might represent whom you might well ask as 
the current epic battle between Government and 
Parliament goes on?).

In that story a widow (who we might normally think of as 
poor and oppressed and not really having a voice) comes 
to a judge pleading for her case to be heard. Indeed she 
doesn’t fit the typical biblical stereotype of a widow at all 
– angry, aggressive, hysterical almost to the point of 
losing control – screaming at the judge, demanding his 
full attention that he gives her justice against her 
adversary. (We are not told who her adversary is, or what 
the problem was, or whether she was really justified in 
bringing it before the judge in the first place.)

By contrast, the judge is described as powerful but 
unjust, someone who can’t really be bothered with the 
ordinary life of this poor widow and who doesn’t ‘fear 
God or care about men’ – not a great qualification for 
one who hold such an important position!

And yet, despite the odds being stacked against her, the 
woman succeeds in getting her case heard and gaining a 

judgment in her favour – not because she is necessarily 
right but because the judge is ‘fed up’ of her and fears he 
will be ‘worn out’ by her coming and going and her 
persistence in this matter.

And Jesus concludes his parable with these words: ‘How 
much more will God bring about justice for his chosen 
ones who cry out to him’  - not because God is unjust like 
this judge, or afraid of being ‘worn out’ by our prayers, 
but because he loves us and always wants the very best 
for us. 

Jesus then ends by asking a very pertinent question: 
‘When the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 
Will he find fidelity amongst God’s people? A people who 
are faithful in, along with their master, seeking out what 
is best and good for all whichever side of the political 
divide we might personally fall on? A people who focus 
upon bringing healing where there is hatred and division? 
A people who are prepared to accept and live with 
difference?

May God give each one of us a sense of persistence in 
seeking his will and to always do what is right – that His 
kingdom might truly come here on earth as it is in 
heaven.

God Bless,

Revd. Andrew Orton

There is a choice of Remembrance Services

10.30 am    Communion with Revd Donald Ker 
at Solihull Methodist Church

or 
The Civic  Service at
The War Memorial 

at
St Alphege Church 

led by the rector 
Revd Jane Kenchington
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You can donate online to the Camp Joy project at 
www.wonderful.org/charity/solihullmethodistchurch
or with the QR code

Envelopes for the Church Family Christmas Card will be 
on chairs in the church on Sundays 3rd, 10th and 17th

November this year.  Profits will go to the church project 
‘Camp Joy’ – more details of which can be found on the 
church website. The card will be circulated with the 
December Messenger, so if you would like your name 
included to send greetings to friends in the church family 
then please complete an envelope and return it in the 
offertory bag, or direct to Karen Handford at 23 
Heathcote Avenue, Solihull, B91 1QL.

There is a change to the envelopes this year. If you wish 
to make your donation with cash or a cheque payable to 
Solihull Methodist Church, please enclose in the envelope 
in the normal way BUT please tick the ‘cash donation’ 
box. OR, new for this year, if you would prefer to make a 
cashless online donation, you can do so by scanning the 
QR code on the envelope (see QR code below) , or by 
going direct to the fundraising page 
www.wonderful.org/charity/solihullmethodistchurch.     
Please remember to write the amount of your donation 
in the space provided on the envelope and tick the 
‘online donation’ box.

Whichever way you choose to make your donation, 
please add your name(s) as you would like to see on the 
Christmas Card and your Gift Aid reference if possible. 
BUT most importantly return ALL envelopes via the 
offertory bag or direct to Karen Handford. The deadline 
for getting your name on the card is Sunday 17th

November.

Awesome News
Over £1500 was raised from Charley’s launch concert in 
September.   Here is Pastor Craven Engel’s reaction from 
Cape Town.

This is really awesome news I am so excited and it just so 
amazing how wonderful this initiative turned out
Camp Joy is really blessed to be nominated for this 
fundraiser
My heart is filled with unexplainable joy

Big band concert

Saturday 7th December 
7.00 pm In the church         Tickets £10

http://www.wonderful.org/charity/solihullmethodistchurch


Aluminium is a strong, light, hygienic material, but it takes roughly 10 times 
the energy to produce from scratch compared to steel, and about 4 times the 
amount needed for plastics. Recycling used material, however, cuts the energy 
needed by around 95%! So recycle your trays and foil but get them reasonably 
clean before you do so to prevent contamination.

Contact lens drop off
Like so many items these days, contact lenses are made of plastic. Boots have a collection scheme so this is one more 
thing that can be disposed of safely and not pollute. Take them along when no longer used. It doesn’t matter what 
brand they are. 

We are still collecting tools for TWAM
Linda and John Innes will still take unwanted tools until the end of November. As 
before, they will go to TWAM (Tools With A Mission) who will check them over and 
ship them to poor communities, mostly in Africa. This will enable local people to start 
their own workshops and earn money. Currently unwanted sewing machines are 
particularly valued.

Clean and Recycle Your Aluminium Foil and Trays 

Using the last drop 
Do you ever feel frustrated when unable to get the last bit from a tube of toothpaste, mustard, 
whatever? Don’t. Just cut the end off and scoop the contents out.

We went on to a song from Chess 
written by the boys from ABBA 
and then perhaps the best was a 
medley from Les Miserables which 
showed how well they can still get 
themselves round lots of rapid 
words. 

If that medley was a bit sobering, 
they finished much more cheerful 
with what is fast becoming a 
choral standard ‘You Raise Me 
Up’. 

It was a varied programme in a 
cheerful and enthusiastic recital. 

Oh I haven’t put in the big 
mention for Jean Hamilton their 
accompanist. What a star! It was 
so good to have a pianist who not 
only plays technically very well 
but feels the music as well. Next 
month Jean is with us again as half 
of Two’s Company with duets on 
the piano that we know for 
previous recitals will be fabulous. 
Can’t wait.

Lawrie Rumens

The Contact Choir has been singing since 1967 and there are still some originals 
amongst the singers. It has kept going that long simply because music is fun and 
they clearly have a lot of fun singing. They smile as they sing and semi-dance as 
the music grabs them. 

It is also fun for the audience – it is difficult not to sing along with them!   Gareth 
Malone wrote the medley of London Songs all of which I remember as a youngster 
growing up in London but quite refreshed in this arrangement. 

If you can believe that Bridge Over Troubled Water was written in 1967 (how can 
this be?) then how about Dream a Little Dream of Me which was written in 1931? 
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None of us know what is round the corner and many try 
not to think and plan for death.   In September Doug and 
Jo Balmer’s sister in law, Claire  died very suddenly from a 
bleed on the brain arising from a congenital condition in 
her brain that she was totally unaware of.    Claire never 
regained consciousness and was on a life support machine 
at Heartlands Hospital for 2 days when the doctors 
realised that the damage to her brain was so catastrophic 
that keeping her alive any longer was not an option.

This was a highly stressful time for the family but Jo’s 
brother, Claire’s husband Steve, and Claire’s brother, 
Mark both made the courageous decision to let Claire’s 
organs be made available for transplant.   Through their 
loss others received Claire’s heart, lungs, pancreas, liver 
and kidneys to give them a new lease of life. 

Jo wrote in Facebook - ‘If anything is to be learned from 
this, please talk to your loved ones about your wishes and 
please carry a donor card. You don’t need your organs 
once you have gone, but they can make a difference to so 
many others.    Claire is being as generous in death as she 
was in life’.  

You can find more about organ donation at 
www.organdonation.nhs.uk

Those of us who are getting on in years might think that at 
death  our organs might not be of any use.  There is still 
value in leaving our bodies to medical science for teaching 
and research. Each year in the UK around 1,300 donated 
bodies are accepted by medical schools but due to things 
like outbreaks of illness or extreme weather there are 
fluctuations in numbers. These donors are studied by 
medical and health professional students to understand 
the arrangement of the human body and the more bodies 
they have, the more students will benefit. This real-life 
learning experience is so important in enabling doctors 
and healthcare professionals to deliver high-quality 
diagnosis and treatment.
Find out more at https://www.hta.gov.uk/donating-your-
body

Jo Balmer with Claire
at the beginning of 
September

Sue Balmer
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Could you help host a guest or join a discussion, or 
help with visits or in some other way
We hope to have 12 – 20 visitors
Our visitors are particularly keen to explore
• The realities of daily life as Christians and 

churches
• Fresh expressions and Church without walls
• Peace and reconciliation
• The environmental crisis
• Inclusivity and diversity
As well as other issues which face both our 
churches

Would you like to help?
Speak to Revd Caz Hague 

Chaplaincy Listening, 
Discernment & Engagement

Day

Friday 15th November 10am – 4pm 
Solihull Methodist Church

This will be a broad-based chaplaincy day to enable an
understanding of the wider story of those in the
workplace: universities, healthcare, retail, transport,
military, business and leisure settings.
There will be space for your story to be given voice,
courageous conversations in a safe space, along with
prayer and contemplation. Everyone welcome.

For more information please contact: 
paul.chesterman@birminghammethodist.org.uk 
@Revdbutterworth
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
December Messenger items is 10th November

This year the community choir and instrumentalists 
will once again be presenting "All is well" during the 
Sunday morning service on 24th November, looking 
forwards to Advent which begins the following 
Sunday.

"All is well" refers to the cry the watchman made on 
the city walls in ancient times whilst waiting for the 
night to end. In this musical contribution the 
watchman is waiting for the Son of God to appear: 
from the promises of Isaiah until the birth of the 
Messiah.

The music and words are by contemporary Christian 
writers (including Keith Getty, Amy Grant and Point of 
Grace) with stanzas of traditional carols blended 
in. The congregation will join in too, with some of the 
great Advent hymns. We hope you will come along to 
join in the longing for "God being with us".

Sunday 24th November

1st Dec  10.30am Gift and Parade Service

8th 10.30am Holy Communion for Advent       

15th 10.30am Morning Service 
6.30pm Candlelight Carols       

22nd 10.30am Lessons and Carols 

24th Christmas Eve  
3.30pm Messy Crib Service  
11.15pm  Midnight Communion

25th Christmas Day  
10.30am Christmas Celebration 



November Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

2

3
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Donald Ker
10.30  Morning 
worship Rev 
Andrew Orton
8.00 Prayer Space

4
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

6
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
3.00 Gymslips and 
Chalkboards and 
afternoon tea for 
church project

7
1.00 Recital
2.00 Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

8
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

9
9.00 Saturday 
Dads

10  
Remembrance 
Sunday
10.30  Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Donald Ker

11
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

12
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

13
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00 Soupa Talks

14
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

15
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

16
5.30 Beetle Drive 
for church project

17
10.30 Morning 
service Rev Peter 
Bates

18
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

19
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

20
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

21
9.30   Ramble
2.00  Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

22
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

23
3.30  Messy 
Church

24
10.30   Morning 
Service All is Well 
Rev Andrew Orton

6.30  Healing and 
Communion  Rev 
Chris Giles

25
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

26
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

27
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

28
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

29
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

30
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For Solihull see above

3rd November 10th November 17th November 24th November

Dorridge 10:30 am C Hague HC C Hague R B Davis OA

Dorridge 6:00 pm S Shortman HC

Earlswood 10:00 am V Atkinson CA / 

R Moore

M Evans V Atkinson HC / 

SA

A Bidnell

Shirley 10:30 am J Pollard CA A Orton  AA C Hague HC E Fawthrop

Shirley 6:30 pm V Atkinson N Johnson S Uwimana D Alford HC

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings HC V Atkinson HC K Hawkings HC L Helliar



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

JMA is part of the Methodist Church’s mission 
programme. Children and young people across the 
country, including here at Solihull Methodist, raise 
funds for JMA to support the Methodist Church’s World 
Mission Fund and Mission in Britain Fund.

Last year well over £97,000 was raised . Of this, 80% 
went to the World Mission Fund to help Churches in 
Africa, Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and 
the Pacific. The other 20% supported Methodist mission 
projects across the UK.

At Solihull Methodist we raised over £1026.70 including 
£109.25 gift aid. Thank you to the 10 collectors: Rachel, 
Daniel, Benjamin, Saskia, Star, Aurelia, Charlotte, Alice, 
Freddie and William. 

Star, Aurelia, Ben and Saskia received their long service 
awards for five years of collecting.

We are also grateful for the generosity of the people 
who regularly support them by giving on a monthly 
basis or putting money in the collecting pots.

We welcomed Freddie and William who started 
collecting last year by having a pot at home.

A huge thanks must be given for Rachel and Daniel, who after 
nearly 10 years of collecting are stopping.

Therefore, we are looking for new collectors. If any of the 
children feel they can have either a box at home to put spare 
change in or a book to have regular collectors in please speak 
to Helen Banks or Jane Weatherup.

Helen Banks

The scouts were busy in October, once again taking part in the 
Jamboree on the Internet. This is where 2 million scouts from 
(literally) around the world talk to each other using internet 
chat, to see what other scouts in 170 different countries do 
and comparing everyday activities, foods, music, games, tv and 
anything else they care to check. Beyond the chat, we 
broadcast a short webcam update every few minutes, listened 
to the JotI radio station, played a game of Minecraft and 
looked at some challenges that helped with achieving badges.

We also had a lot of help from a few parents who made sure 
leaders and scouts were fed with plenty of pizza! All of this 
took a fair bit of setting up, and thankfully Peter Richmond and 
Sian, helped the leaders to set everything up so it was ready 

for Friday afternoon. Thanks to them from all    
the scouts.

The event lasted all weekend so the scouts were
able to carry on talking. The photos show 
the scouts in action on the Friday evening. 
and the almost 40 countries we virtually visited 
marked as colours on the 
otherwise grey map.

Pete Austin


