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Church wins Awards

The Eco Church Award scheme is managed by the charity A Rocha 
supported by the Methodist Church, the Church of England, the 
URC, Christian Aid and Tearfund. There are bronze, silver and gold 
awards. Our church is the first to gain any eco-church award in 
Solihull and the second, after Selly Oak, in the Birmingham Circuit. 
We are one of about 100 churches in England of all denominations 
currently at the silver level. (So far there are only 4 at gold)
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SMASH was delighted to have one of 
the final five nominations in 9 out of 14 
awards.

Competition was intense, especially as 
we were completing with larger groups 
(one of whom performed at the 
Hippodrome!).  

So – congratulations to Adam Swift who 
won ‘Best cameo performance’ for 
Herod in Jesus Christ superstar’.

Our nominees walked up the red carpet 
to attend a glittering evening and 
celebrate the best of Midlands amateur 
theatre.

Thanks to everyone who voted for 
SMASH and thanks again for your 
support.

Peter Farndon



Eco church Award cont.

To gain an award, churches must answer 94 survey questions in 5 
sections: worship, buildings. land, community and global, and lifestyle. 
We did well on the way we include caring for God’s Earth in our worship 
and how we try to create awareness and give guidance on best 
environmental practice in ‘lifestyle’. We did quite well looking after our 
buildings and the way we interact with others in the community. In these 
4 sections we reached the gold level. Sadly, we struggled to gain enough 
points in the way we make use of our small area of church land.   
Nonetheless, it is an achievement the Church can be very proud of.

Richard Balmer

Another large van load of tools on its way overseas 
via the charity Tools With A Mission

Bird boxes in the trees in the church grounds 
put up by the Church Green Group.

We read our gas and electricity meters 
regularly. It keeps a check on waste (and 

saves money)

Another large van load of tools 
on its way overseas via the 

charity Tools with a Mission.

Green Shoots showing in the Circuit!
On 9th April representatives from 6 churches in the Circuit met at Carrs
Lane to see how they could 

• help each other ‘grow greener’  
• play their part in caring better for God’s creation 
• achieve the Connexion’s goal of reducing Methodism’s 

greenhouse gas emissions to 20% of its 1990 level by 2050 
• showing Christianity in Action. 

Progress and ideas were swapped; an email forum set up; offers of 
help to get more churches started made; and an aim set to, together, 
gain Eco-Circuit status. 
All left encouraged. 
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Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Mhairi
Hands   
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and 
friends.
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Arnan John and Anikah Suzannah, twin son and daughter of 
Isaac and Jackie were baptised on Mothering Sunday.   Big 

sister, Amaris did not want her photo taken!!

Exciting News 
for Tina  
Tina Brooker recently faced
the  Ministerial 

Candidate’s Selection 
Committee of the
Methodist Church and was 
unanimously recommended that Tina Brooker be  
for pre-ordination training 
as a minister.   She now 
waits as the details of her 
training are arranged at the Queens Foundation, 
Edgbaston. 

Congratulations, Tina!    

Valerie and Richard Costard were members of our church for many 
years but left to live near their family in Winchester a few years ago.

Valerie was a nurse when she met Richard at a dance, and chose to 
marry him instead of becoming a staff nurse. They shared a love of 
music, theatre, camping holidays and family.

Never afraid to participate, she enjoyed learning to ski at the age of 
51 and enjoyed being rescued by the handsome instructor. 
Swimming, canoeing, and yachting also brought out her 
determination. Once in Turkey when she was crewing, she was told 
to grab the buoy and not let go, and was pulled into the water. She 
was rescued by two handsome men this time. 

Val loved people and became a Family Planning adviser, working in 
family planning until she was 70. Sadly, Val’s health did not hold up 
and she used to joke that one day she would feature in The Lancet. 
But she never complained. Admiring the young doctors in hospital 
and charming the nurses were still part of her life. She had a very 
strong faith which gave her strength. 

She was a member of Contact for many years and served on the 
committee a number of times, 

Valerie will be remembered by many of us as a 
lady with a twinkle in her eye. So often she 
would laugh and have fun in the many and 
varied things which she did.

Alison Faulkner



Peter Macaulay , son of Lizzie and Keith Macaulay married 
Charlotte Pugh on Friday 5th April at Gorcott Hall.  Peter is 

completing his PhD in psychology at Nottingham. The 
couple are honeymooning in South Africa and the Maldives.

Archie and Yanny Macaulay celebrared their  
Golden Wedding Anniversary on Friday 12th

April.  They were married  50 years ago at St 
Michael and all Angels, Tettenhall.

Pushchair Club enjoyed a very busy term, culminating with an 
“Eggciting” Easter Egg hunt in the Church, followed by an Easter 
themed singing session.

Karen and Tina would like to thank everyone for their continued 
support.

Hunting 
for Easter 
Eggs

Hearing the Easter story
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Uppards!
Well, the Synod agreed to recommend to the Methodist 
Conference that I be given permission to sit down, but I 
still do not know where to put the horse. If that means 
absolutely nothing to you, you need to go to what I 
wrote in last month’s (April’s) Messenger. If you cannot 
find a hard copy, you can see it for another couple of 
months on the Church’s website at https://www.solihull-
methodist.org.uk/about-us/messenger/. 

I am grateful for the kind comments about that 
Message. Amongst other things, people expressed 
appreciation for my explanations of some traditional 
Methodist terms and their origins. It strikes me that I 
have just used two more: ‘Synod’ and ‘Conference’. 

A Synod is a meeting or assembly of people who come 
together to decide issues of doctrine or policy, or 
questions of oversight or administration. In the British 
Methodist tradition, the term is used to describe a 
district meeting or assembly. So in each district we have 
a Representative Synod, made up of ministers [both 
presbyters and deacons] and lay people from the circuits 
in the district; and a Presbyteral Synod, made up of all 
the ministers [presbyters] in the district. The 
Birmingham District, of which our Birmingham Circuit is 
a part, runs from Tamworth and Sutton Coldfield in the 
north to Hereford in the south; and from Coventry in the 
east to Oldbury in the west. 

The Greek word from which “synod” derives originally 
meant a coming together, a place where different ways 
merge into one. Yes, we come together as people who 
live in different places across a large area. But we also 
come together to walk the way of the cross and 
resurrection with each other as a band of Jesus’s friends, 
follower and disciples. We are each different, so we are 
a motley crew. That may put off some people, who only 
like to be with people like them. For others, it adds to 
the fun and wonder! But what happens on the way 
when we come to a road junction or a crossing of paths 
where there are no obvious signposts? We have to look 
around for clues. We have to pool our knowledge, 
instincts and insights. We have to recognise that none of 
us knows the whole of the answer, and that we need to 
listen and share. 

In other words, we need to confer. That takes us to the 
other word, Conference. For Methodists, the 
Conference, made up of more or less equal numbers of 
lay and ordained representatives, is the supreme 

governing body and source of oversight for all the 
Methodist churches belonging to the Methodist Church 
in Britain (which in terms of political jurisdictions means 
England, Wales, Scotland, the Channel Islands, the Isle of 
Man, Malta and Gibraltar but not Northern Ireland). The 
word is an important one. Conferring as Christians is 
central to our way of being disciples and of being the 
Church. It involves listening to each other and to God. It 
sometimes involves debating and arguing with each 
other in order that both the other person’s views and 
our own can be improved and brought closer to the 
truth. It involves respecting those people with whom we 
do not agree, just like God respects us. It involves 
seeking each other’s good before our own, and together 
seeking the common good.

Where would the country be in the Brexit saga, for 
example, if all of the electorate and all of the politicians 
had approached it like that? At our best, we have an 
incredible gift for the world. But we are not always at 
our best. I pray that we are at the Methodist Conference 
at the start of July. There I have to present the report 
and recommendations that the Task Group I chair is 
making about Marriage and Relationships. It is 
something that people feel passionately about, and 
about which they do not agree. Sometimes that makes 
them topple over into speaking disrespectfully and 
behaving badly. I trust and hope and pray that this will 
not happen on this occasion. Our report will be 
published in the middle of May. I will keep you posted, 
and will welcome your prayers and support.

Christian Conferring is a way of holding things together, 
of turning difference and potential flashpoints into 
creative energy. During May we shall be in the Easter 
season, where we live in the tension between the world 
and our lives as they are, and as they might become in 
the love of God. We explore what it means to be raised 
to new life with Christ whilst still living in the here and 
now. 40 days after Easter, on Thursday 30 May we come 
to Ascension Day. At 7.30 pm we shall share a 
communion service in which we celebrate that Jesus was 
raised to be with God, and that this is what new life 
means for us as well. As the old comic northern 
monologue said, our journey is ‘uppards’. 

Ken

https://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/about-us/messenger/
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The morning session of the Circuit Assembly agreed the 
Circuit Vision Statement  and then  worked out the priorities 
of the new team ministries. They will start in September 
when Rev Andrew Orton and Rev Sue Shortman will join the 
circuit.   Solihull, Dorridge, Shirley, Earlswood, Cheswick 
Green, and Trinity Monkspath will make up the Green 
ministry team.

Updated Vision Statement and Priorities 
Vision Statement 
Birmingham Methodist Circuit aspires to be a welcoming 
Christian family with inspiring worship, radical compassion 
and social justice at its heart. In this way and following in our 
Methodist tradition, we aim to share in the transformation of 
life made possible through God's love.  
Five Priorities  
As members of the Birmingham Methodist Circuit, we have 
agreed the following five priorities for the sharing of our God 
given resources: 
• Transforming Life - We aim to live in such a way as to 

bring about positive change in our own lives and the lives 
of others, to share God's love and to learn and grow as 
followers of Jesus both individually and in community.  

• Inspiring Worship - We aim to offer worship across the 
circuit which glorifies God, is inviting to all, enriches faith 
and inspires us to respond. 

• Radical Compassion - We aim to develop and practise a 
radical compassion which is welcoming, inclusive, safe and 
empowering. 

• Social Justice - We aim to speak out and take action 
against injustice in all its forms. 

• A Methodist Perspective - Working together with our 
ecumenical partners and many others, we aim to uphold 
the values and principles which arise from our Methodist 
heritage, including being sustainable, ethical, collaborative 
and connected to Methodists across our nations and 
around the world.

Circuit business followed in the afternoon session.   This 
included plans to get the circuit finances on track, 
acknowledging the retirement of Richard Burr as property 
steward and Sue Ball as the Resources forum convener. The 
following vacancies were reported: Convenor of the 
Resources Forum, Safeguarding officer, 3 Circuit stewards 
property stewards, 6 representatives from the Local 
Preachers  and Worship Leader’s meeting, 11 Circuit 
representatives to Synod, and an archivist. From September 
the manse at Dorridge would be rented out. 

The following memorial to conference was also discussed. 

Israel/Palestine 
The Birmingham Circuit Meeting expresses its deep concern 
at the deteriorating situation for Palestinians - Muslim and 
Christian - in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. We 
note UN Security Council Resolution 2334, for which the UK 
Government voted in 2016,  relating to the Occupation of 
Palestinian land by Israel in contravention of International 
Law, and that the continual building of settlements on 

Palestinian land has rendered the prospect of a ‘two-state’ 
solution almost impossible. This meeting records its dismay 
over both the present Israeli Government’s open hostility to 
the creation of any form of Palestinian State – in opposition 
to the preferred international resolution of the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and the continuing blockade of 
Gaza. It notes with great sadness that during April-May 2018 
128 mostly unarmed Palestinians were killed in Gaza by 
Israeli fire, and that the number of Palestinian fatalities in the 
11 years from 2008 to 2019 has been 5,426, and that of 
Israelis 229, (UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs). 
The above illustrates the extreme imbalance of power which 
exists in Israel/Palestine, and which enables the State of 
Israel to display almost complete disregard for the human 
rights of the Palestinian people living in the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and Gaza, and for the views of the international 
community. We acknowledge Britain’s part in all that has led 
to the current state of affairs and affirm that Methodists long 
for a peaceful and secure future for Palestinians and Israelis, 
based on human rights and respect for International Law.  

We therefore call upon Conference to –
a) encourage all Connexional staff who are engaged with 

issues relating to Israel and Palestine to be constantly 
aware of both the Occupation and this severe imbalance 
of power, seeking both to expose it and to offset it in any 
way they can, and well-briefed and publicly opposed to 
all human rights abuses in Palestine/Israel;  

b) ensure the Joint Advisory Committee on the Ethics of 
Investment (JACEI) works with the Central Finance Board 
(CFB) to revise its 2016 Policy Statement on 
Israel/Palestine to reflect better the current situation, 
taking into consideration the new ecumenical 
SabeelKairos guide Investing for Peace, and the recently-
declared investment policy of Quakers in Britain; 

c) urge the CFB to divest immediately from any company 
which profits from the Occupation and is unwilling to 
change its practices. 

d) Work with the international community to end the 
devastating 12 year illegal blockade of air, sea and land of 
Gaza. 

We also call upon the Conference to encourage:
i) wider study of the situation in Israel/Palestine by our 

members and Churches, in particular the issues of 
injustice relating to the Occupation, eg through 
Investing for Peace, or Time for Action if not yet studied; 

ii) individual Methodists to avoid purchasing goods 
produced in Israeli settlements,         which should be 
identifiable through the EU labelling guidelines of 2015; 

iii) Churches and individual members to pray for peace-
with-justice in Israel/Palestine and for those working 
there, including in the Methodist Liaison Office in 
Jerusalem.  

We believe that these steps are fundamental to the 
challenging of injustice required by ‘Our Calling’ in our 
contemporary world. 



Here are some of the
• good ideas
• good questions
• good experiences

some of us enjoyed at the Re-Imagine Church 
Conference in Birmingham.

Truly inspiring opening worship with music led by the 
talented Jazz Church Band.

Entertaining depth from John Bell on the power and hope 
that comes from inclusive Community: If the church is a 
body then we are all joined up - when one part suffers we 
all inevitably take on board that suffering. 
▪ Can our communities discover their common past, some 

common experience and a common task? 
▪ Can this lead to us sharing a common hope? 

Challenges from Trey Hall on everyday evangelism: 
▪ How many people, (including himself) would not be living 

and serving as Christians now if someone had not 
'evangelised' them?

▪ Can we let go of our suspiciousness of 'evangelism’?  
▪ Could finding our own way to speak about the goodness 

of God, tell our stories and boldly live out the message we 
claim become our normal way of being?  

▪ Some really good advice on ways of actually doing this 
for us to ponder - and practise. 

A question to some young adults at a demonstration: 
"If you were to consider joining a church, what sort of 
church would you look for?"
Answer: "We would look for a church that was brave."

Encouraging and insightful thoughts from Mike Royal 
drawing on his experience in the Windrush communities and 
their churches:  
▪ A range of different cultural insights and ways of thinking 

he believes could be a real gift to us all. 
▪ Highlighting courageous work being done by church 

people on the ground to tackle knife crime and gang 
culture. 

Rousing communal singing - in 3-part harmony - taught and 
led quickly and efficiently by John Bell in his inimitable style!
▪ Reflections on the importance of beauty in worship. 
▪ Ideas and resources for combining congregational singing 

and intercessory prayer. 
▪ A suggestion: Don’t let ‘ageing congregation’ be a 

'rumour' that puts people off '.  Instead start a new 
'rumour', e.g. "We’re a church that talks to each other". 

Analytical thinking and many searching questions in 
Geoff Bond's workshop  on Developing Discipleship 
Pathways: 
▪ Encouragement to be systematic when we plan 

opportunities for deepening discipleship in our 
churches. There is no right discipleship method -
just the one that's right for now! 

▪ Importance of  choosing one that meets "the needs 
of real people in real time". Lots to ponder from this 
one as we discuss and plan for the future. 

Passionate appeals from Rachel Lampard to develop a 
real heart for Social Justice as well as serving our 
communities through Social Action. 

An interesting point made here: those people, such as 
Rachel, who work on our behalf trying to have 
conversations with MPs, find it significantly easier if 
those MPs have already received messages about that 
issue from their constituents. So maybe writing to our 
MP is not a waste of time after all!  

Marjorie Roper

Ascension Day service

Holy Communion
led by Ken Howcroft

Thursday 30th May 7.30 pm

“Grant our hearts to you may rise, following 
you beyond the skies” Charles Wesley StF 300. 

The Ascension by
Peter Rogers

Methodist Modern 
Art collection
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What a special service for the Fifth Sunday 
in Lent this was. Based around the Roger 
Jones musical Pharaoh to Freedom with its 
catchy yet poignant music it told the story 
of Moses leading the flight from Egypt and 
the Israelites learning to live together with
the Canaanites who were already there. 

Readings from Exodus explained this story 
more before we switched to the words of 
Peter telling the relevance of the Passover 
meal. The story then moved on to the letter
to Corinth which told of Jesus taking bread
and wine in the last supper and to the most 

moving music “This is my body” with words 
that really got to your soul.

Throughout a narrative amplified the prime 
moments of this story ending with resurrection and 
how Jesus made use of the apostles despite their 
failings, energising them by the Holy Spirit to bring 
God’s love to others .

What a moving morning and what a message and 
story. Salute the choir. Marvel at the band. Admire 
Ken’s script to hold the story together and most of 
all thank Peter Farndon who pulled it all together 
and made it happen.

Lawrie Rumens 

Sunday 5th May
Our Annual Church Meeting will follow a Church 
Lunch after the morning service. 

We will hear a report from our two ‘retiring’ senior 
stewards, and elect two new stewards who will each 
serve for three years. 

We shall also elect representatives of the 
congregation to the Church Council.

If you wish to stand for election as a steward or 
Church Council representative, please contact the 
minister, Ken, or one of the current stewards. 

At the meeting, a major topic will be our Church’s 
future and finances. 

There will be no coffee after the service. 

12.00 Lunch (food provided) 

1.00 – 2.30 Annual Church Meeting 
(activities for children will be provided, 
including a professional entertainer).
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During Lent a small group spent some time learning 
about different ways of contemplative praying and how 
to meet with God in the silence.

In the first session titled  Lectio Devina or Holy Listening 
we listened to some verses from Psalm 139 being read 
before focusing on a word or phrase that felt important 
to us. After a short time of silence we shared our 
thoughts together and tried to discern how God might 
be speaking to us.

The following weeks had a different emphasis for 
prayer. Imaginative prayer, silence, prayer for the end of 
the day, praying with poetry or with pictures. Each 
session had a time of silence and reflection together. 

Those who came found it to be very special, peaceful, 
with no pressure to say or do anything but with time to 
reflect on God, their own lives and how God might want 
to speak to and deepen our relationship with Him.

Using silence in prayer is a very helpful and profound 
way of finding God in a busy world so please come and 
talk to Sue Kelley or Ann Polson if you would like more 
information.

Lent Retreat



David
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We meet 7 or 8 times a year from September to July in 
members’ homes.

Currently we have 12 members, with an average of 8 to 
10.

Bookworms have now been meeting for 15 years and in 
that time we have read and discussed 114 books, 
covering a wide variety of both fiction and non-fiction –
novels, biographies, Lent books etc.  At our September 
meeting, we all bring a selection of books that we have 
enjoyed reading over the summer months.  From these 
books we choose a selection to read during the coming 
year.

At our meetings we enjoy lively discussions, not always 
agreeing that a chosen book is a ‘good read’!  Members 
of the group do all agree though that we have read 
some very interesting books that we may not have 
considered had they not been a book group choice.

We all find our meetings to be a time of fellowship, 
friendship and support for one another.

We offer a warm welcome to anyone wishing to join our 
reading group.  

For more details contact Christine Cooke 

After he brought his Daffodil choir for the March Lunchtime Recital it was not surprising 
to see such a large audience to welcome Stephen Perrins back, but on the organ this 
time. 

You might have thought this programme a tribute to arrangers. Noel Rawsthorne has 
featured in a number of organ recitals we have enjoyed and he arranged 3 of the 6 
pieces we heard. An organist in Liverpool until he retired in 1980 he then turned to 
arranging and composing and was active until his death this January. 

We started in 1571 with Mohrentanz by the Dutch composer Susato – a good rousing 
start. Dvorak was next up with the Largo from the New World which appropriately for a 
lunchtime recital, reminded us of Hovis bread. 

Bookworms Housegroup

We were ready for a toccata and Segerts 5th of 8 started in majesty and 
moved into a fugue where Stephen’s feet were playing as fast as his 
hands. How does he do it? Paradis was next and her Siciliene from the 
turn of the 18C used a 12/8 time to show off a beautiful lilting lullaby. 

Just in case we had been encouraged to nod off we came bang up to 
date with Chilcott’s Sun Dance. With its discords and syncopation there 
was no sleeping! Bob Chilcott was of course one of the King singers and 
they could be whacky at times. 

So to the last piece – we had all been waiting for the Strauss Radetzky 
March which some may remember at the first wedding of Princess 
Anne. This piece was all the better for being played a little slower and 
more stately than when the audience whips it along at the traditional 
New Year Concerts in Vienna. 

We had a new arm of the page turner which we found was connected to 
Kevin Allen who responded to every one of Stephen’s nods. 

We were not disappointed. This was an excellent recital with rich and 
varied music played by a real virtuoso with such informative 
introductions. 

Lawrie Rumens

Stephen Perrins
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On Sunday 14th April 7 church members opened their gardens for other 
church members, friends and neighbours and  enjoy to raise funds for Project 
Hope.  Lots came and  saw some wonderful, different and unusual gardens 
lovingly created by their owners.

It was a great afternoon

Tea in the conservatory at the Aldridges’ 
garden – braver souls sat outside

An unusual statue in the 
Rumens’ garden sporting a 
Charlton Athletic scarf!!

A mass of flowers greeting 
visitors at the Sinclairs’ 
front garden

Pots with colourful spring flowers at 
the Evans’ garden

Jenni Kitson opted for raised flower 
beds for easy maintenance in her 

garden

The Stoakleys’ garden was the only one 
which included vegetables 

Jane Elmer’s garden was full 
of surprises
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I guess one of the most surprising statistics, given the relentless 
building of new roads, the demand for new housing, and the 
spread of cities, is to discover not only that 10% of England’s 
land surface is covered by woodland but that this is about the 
same as at the time of the Black Death in the mid 14th century!  
Just as surprising is to learn that the woodland area has been 
steadily increasing since the end of the 1st World War when 
only 5% of England was woodland. 

The growth in area is very important because trees ‘mop up’ 
carbon dioxide, the main global warming, greenhouse gas. 

You will know that the UK has committed itself to reducing its emissions of greenhouse 
gases (GHG) by 80% from the 1990 level in the 60 years to 2050. The shorthand for one 
of the items that goes into the calculations is LULUCF. LULUCF? LULUCF is Land Use, Land 
Use Change, and Forestry.  The way we use our land can lead to emissions of GHG (e.g. 
from cattle of use of fertilisers) or mop it up.   In 1990 LULUCF was virtually zero. In 2017 
land use changes, especially more woodland, mopped up almost 10 million tonnes of 
GHG than was emitted.   This helped bring the total UK emissions down to 460 million 
tonnes, 42% less than 1990, and more than half way to its target in less than half its 60 
years. 

It does mean, of course that we need to keep on planting: replacing trees where they 
have reached the end of their lives and adding extra ones where there is space to do so. 
And why not? Trees can bring flowers and/or fruit, provide shade and habitat for birds –
and they are beautiful too. 

Richard Balmer

Save the Planet: Plant a Tree

Acting out Faith in the World

Saturday 29th June 
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Priory Rooms, Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF 

An ecumenical day for all those concerned that 
there is no planet B, and interested in how we can 
act out faith to protect the world we already have. 
Featuring speakers & workshops on: 

➢ Connecting us with the World 

➢ Practical action we can take together as 
Churches  

➢ What we can do as Individuals in our 
Communities plus an exploration of plant based 
diets, with a vegan lunch provided. 

All welcome, 
Register at:  
centralenglandquakers.org.uk/noplanetb

We plan (subject to demand) to include a 
children’s programme: please register interest 
when booking. 

Organised by a planning group of regional 
environment representatives from Anglican, 
Baptist, Catholic, Methodist, Quaker and URC 
churches, plus CAFOD and Christian Aid
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Wed 26 June 
Coach Trip to David Austin Roses

The coach will leave SMC at 10.30 am 
and arrive back at 5.00 pm. 
The cost is £23 (this includes tea and 
scones) 

Wed 31 July 
Coach trip to Gladstone Pottery 
Museum 

The coach will leave SMC at 11.30 
am and get back at 5.30 pm. 
The cost is £22 (includes a formal 
tour)

For more information and to book, contact 
Bryan Fitter.

Please makes cheques payable to Solihull Methodist 
Soupa Talks 

Bring your friends and neighbours

With

Saturday 1st June    
7.00 pm in the church

Refreshments     £10

In aid of 

Community sponsorship of 
refugees
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This annual service will take place at 

Acocks Green Methodist Church 
on 

Sunday 5th May 6.00pm 
It is a time when we all come together to bring the 
financial offerings which we gathered at our Easter 

services for a blessing and to be sent onward to 
Methodist Women in Britain, who in turn see its good 

use within the World Mission Fund. 

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, 
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
June Messenger items is 14th May

West London Mission (WLM) and the Pret Foundation 
have worked together to open a new shelter for the 
homeless. 

Residents at Pret House, St Lukes will have their own 
private room and receive advice from WLM on how to get 
a bank account, save for a rental deposit and to develop 
literacy and computer skills. Pret House can accommodate 
up to thirteen people at a time for up to 6-12 month. The 
ambition is to help at least twenty homeless people off 
the streets by the end of the year.

Clive Schlee – CEO of Pret a Manger, Roger Clark – WLM’s CEO, 
Nicki Fisher - Head of the Pret Foundation, Revd Peter Cornick -

WLM’s Superintendent Minister

Youth Prayer Walk on 
Homelessness

Sunday 13th July
3-5pm

Beginning at 

The Church at Carrs Lane,
More information to follow

Try and encourage interested young 
people to make a note of the date
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

The Christian Aid 
Coffee Morning

Saturday 11th May
10.00 – 2.00 pm

I love the month of May for very many reasons, but 
one is because it’s the month where we focus very 
particularly on Christian Aid. The Christian Aid Coffee 
Morning takes place this year on Saturday 11th May, 
from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm. The Coffee Morning, which 
is the joint responsibility of all the churches in Solihull 
and marks the beginning of our joint efforts for 
Christian Aid Week, will be held once again in our hall. 
We’ll have our very popular stalls, morning 
refreshments and lunches as well as the very effective 
car wash.  Last year’s coffee morning raised over 
£1,800. It would be great to do even better this year, 
so please put it in your diary, come yourself and bring 
family and friends with you.

This year the focus of Christian Aid Week will be on the 
West African country of Sierra Leone. In the 1990s 
Sierra Leone endured a civil war which inflicted great 
damage on its infrastructure. Although some very 
courageous steps in reconciliation and rebuilding have 
taken place it is still one of the very poorest countries 
in the world. Life expectancy is 52 years. The Ebola 
outbreak, which began in 2013, has made very heavy 
demands on the country’s already scarce health 
resources. This has had a particularly damaging impact 
on maternity services. Infant and Maternal mortality 
rates are high. 

Our Coffee Morning involves a lot of people in a lot of 
hard work.  We’re grateful to them all.  We look 
forward to seeing you there.

Donald Ker



May Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.35  Soupa Talks 
trip to Bletchley 
Park

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

2
1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

3

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

4

5

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Chris Giles

10.30  Morning 
worship    Revd
Ken Howcroft

12.00 Church 
Family Lunch

1.00  Church  AGM

8.00 Prayer Space

6 7
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

8
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

9

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

.

10

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

11

9.00 Saturday Dads

12

10.30  Holy 
communion  Revd
Donald Ker

13

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

14

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

15

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

16
9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

17

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

18

19

10.30   Morning 
service

20

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

7.30      Scouts

21
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

22

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

23

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

24 25

3.30 Messy Church

26

10.30   Morning 
Service  Revd Ken 
Howcroft

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

27 28

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

29

10.00  Morning
prayers

30 Ascension 
Day

7.30 Holy 
Communion

8.15  Badminton

31
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

One Sunday morning in March  young people had a very exciting trip to 
Villa Rd Methodist church. The circuit have started special youth services 
on a Sunday morning and young people from all our churches are 
gathering to worship together.
It was really good to spend time together and be a part of a larger group.
We look forward to the next one.

An evening at the climbing wall – lots of fun


