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Jesus said ‘Come with me to a quiet place’ 
............... Mark 6:31

....... a retreat in daily life through Lent using different 
approaches to prayer and silence

----o0o----

Led by Sue Kelley and Ann Polson 

All meetings will be in the Margaret Wharam Room at 
3.00 pm

Mondays 11, 18 and 25th March, 1 and 8 April

Please contact Sue or Ann if you would like 
more details or to join the retreat.

(organised by Christchurch, promoted by CTCS) 
Venue: Christchurch URC

Wednesdays 6  13 , 20, and 27 March, 3 and 10 April
12 to 1.30 pm

There will be input from a speaker or presentation each 
week. 

Proceeds of donations for food will go to Christian Aid.

5 sessions 

1. A present God
2. A listening God
3. A caring God
4. A speaking God
5. Jesus as our teacher and model

Come to some or all!

Copies of book available

Each session runs twice:

Thursdays 11.00 – 12.00 at Church 
7 March, 14, 21 and  28 March, 4 April

Sundays 4.30 to 5.30 at the Manse, 26 White House Way 

10 , 17  24 and  31 March, 7 April
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Many 
congratulations to 
Reg Bywell who 
celebrated his 
95th birthday in 
February.

Tina’s progress
Rev Neil Johnson wrote in the circuit Bulletin that he is  
delighted to be able to share with you the good news that on 
Saturday 26th January both of our candidates for ministry, 
Tina Brooker and Emily Hoe, were given unanimous support 
by the District Candidates’ Committee for them to proceed to 
the Connexional stage of the discernment process.
Please keep Emily and Tina in your prayers. 

Pam Brown
Pam was born on 10th July 1938 and was educated at Kings 
Norton Grammar School. She trained in shorthand typing 
and joined Lloyds Bank at the age of 17. She remained in 
their employ for all her working life. When not at work 
Pam enjoyed drawing, painting and swimming, as well as 
driving her family on outings to the country.

When they lived in Hall Green, Pam went to the Baptist 
Church but, on moving to Solihull, she began to worship 
with us. She was a pastoral visitor and a member and 
secretary for Contact. We will all remember her as a 
faithful worshipper with us.

For some years she cared for her parents as they grew 
frailer and also for her aunt Dorothy who had lived with 
them since Pam was 8 years old.  In her later years she 
moved to a retirement home. She died on January 24th 
while she was at Ardenlea Grove.

Hers was a gentle and methodical life, friendly and caring.    
A very kind lady.

Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Bob Cooke
Bob was a member of SMC in the 1980s before he 
moved to Tanworth, when he and his wife, Moira  
joined Hockley Heath Baptist Church. He was 
Headteacher of Yardley Primary School, 
Birmingham and latterly an Ofsted inspector. In his 
retirement he was the driving force of a fund called 
Starfish, which was devoted to supporting schools 
in very deprived areas of Zambia. He and Moira 
had worked out there in the past and they  visited 
the schools on a number of occasions to offer 
guidance and so that he could ensure that funds 
were well spent.

We remember his family and friends in our prayers.
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Dying
Put bluntly, in one sense we are all doing it all the time. 
Some of us may be nearer the end of this stage of our 
journey than others. How do we feel about it? [I know 
that at this point I am in danger of losing half my readers, 
but bear with me, what follows is not all worry, doom and 
gloom!]

One thing that I notice in myself, and also see in others as 
I talk to them, is that increasingly often as we get older 
our short term memories fail us. If we were computers, 
we might say that our operating systems are becoming 
old and outdated and are malfunctioning. Or is it that our 
hard discs and random access memories are full to 
overcrowding with other stuff? Long forgotten memories 
suddenly reappear. The past almost seems to be closer to 
us than the present.

We need to acknowledge that this tendency is natural, 
and to treat it positively. It is as if we are re-running the 
film of our lives to take stock of them. Who are we? What 
are we? What have we been for? What are we meant to 
be for from now on? What is the point of us?

When I do this, I sometimes become bewildered at what 
feels like the wilderness of my own life. Sometimes it 
seems like a patch of uncultivated ground overflowing 
with vegetation (weeds!) and teeming with life, so 
cluttered and complicated that I cannot even see what is 
in it, never mind find my way through it all. At other times 
it seems hollow and empty, like a desert. Both reactions 
have truth in them. The way forward lies in facing both 
possibilities head-on.

The story of Jesus is helpful here. He spent forty days in 
the wilderness reviewing and wrestling with who he was, 
what he was, what he was meant to be doing, who God 
was if God was his father, what God was doing with him 
and through him if he were God’s son. We find versions of 
the story at Mark 1:12-13, Matthew 4:1-11, and Luke 4:1-
13. They are often called the story of the Temptation or 
Testing of Jesus, because he was wrestling with whether 
he could go through with what God was prompting him to 
be and do and do it in God’s way; or whether he would try 
to take short cuts and do things his own way and for his 
own benefit. 

We are not the Son of God like Jesus was and is. But he 
was also the Son of Man. He became one with us so that 
we might become as he is. So there is another sense in 
which his experiences link with ours. There is comfort in 
that. We do not go into the wilderness to be on our own, 
face demons, and have great battles. Jesus went into the 

wilderness because God had assured him of his love at is 
Baptism, and God’s Spirit had taken him there [see 

Mark 1:9-13]. Moreover, Jesus was not on his own, 
although he may have felt it. God was there with him, and 
God was providing practical support for him (the angels 
Mark 1:13). He had to recognise that, and accept the help.

So do we. As a community, we can support each other as 
we take stock of our lives. We can help each other discern 
what God is doing for us, and what God’s love might be 
prompting us to become and do. We can care for each 
other as we stumble along the way.

Lent is a wonderful time for doing this. This year it begins 
on March 6th. It goes on for forty days like Jesus’s time in 
the wilderness, but for us those days are punctuated by 
times of celebration and joy on the Sundays. Our services 
will include Mothering Sunday and a baptism on 31st

March; and the Community Choir will be singing on 7th

April in a service celebrating the links between the Jewish 
Passover Meal and the Lord’s Supper which we shall also 
celebrate in a meal on Maundy Thursday (18th April).  

This year we are providing various means of experiencing 
Lent: bread and soup lunches with input from a speaker 
or a presentation; groups encouraging and exploring 
prayer and ‘retreat’ in the middle of busy lives; groups 
exploring how we can ‘talk of God together’. Details are 
on the front page of the Messenger.  

One of the things we prepare for in Lent is to remember 
Jesus’s crucifixion on Good Friday. Jesus wrestled with the 
fact that doing God’s will in God’s way would entail his 
death, both in the Temptation and in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. To return to the start of this article, we too 
have to prepare for the fact that this stage of our journey 
will come to an end, and we shall die. Just before he died 
of cancer recently, the Catholic priest Daniel O’Leary said 
to his tumour “Love did not send you. Love never could. 
You, my Tumour, exactly like the cross of wood for Jesus, 
… I must ‘freely accept’… I resist you with all my strength; 
but I embrace you with a more fierce intensity than ever. 
Because to reject you is to reject God.”

On Ash Wednesday (6th March) we shall begin Lent at 
Dorridge with our friends there. We shall remember that 
we shall all return to dust. But we also need to remember 
that God made us from dust, and that it is to God we shall 
return. In dying, we live.     



From September Solihull will be part of a team ministry 
with Cheswick Green, Earlswood, Monkspath, Dorridge
and Shirley.   At  the Church meeting on 10th February Alan 
Faulkner fed back information from the initial meeting of 
the Ministry team which met at the end of January.    
Teams of Stewards and some congregation gathered in 
Shirley to start the process of working more closely 
together and finding where synergies could be found to 
explore ways of helping each other out.

Common Themes 
➢ Ageing congregations 
➢ Mission 
➢ Worship 
➢ Extensive use of three premises of the three larger 

churches – large numbers regularly passing through 
their doors. 

➢ Outreach – ‘if we don’t outreach, we will die’. 

Trinity - Monkspath 30 year old ecumenical project who 
meet at the Shelley Farm Community Centre. 
❖ 15-18 worshippers each week.
❖ They maintain their ecumenical origins. Vicki Atkinson 

and the Baptist minister work together. 
❖ This is a small church with a strong sense of the Holy 

Spirit. ‘Our presence in the community is important to 
us and part of what we can offer as Christians’. 

❖ They want to provide soup lunches, visits and services 
within Care Homes, etc. 

Shirley is on the High Street with a large car park behind. 
The new church building is acoustically balanced, can seat 
many people and is popular for musical events including 
choirs. 
❖ Vision – Worship, Outreach and Welcome. WOW 
❖ They aim to embrace everyone - all faiths and none.
❖ Interest Groups, of all varieties and also support 

groups. There is an attempt to bring members of the 
groups into the family of the church. 

❖ There are no young people and the 35-60 age group 
are missing. 

❖ Coffee shop 6 days a week- outreach to the 
community. 

❖ Friday Shopper’s Service is very popular with large 
numbers attending - often greater than a Sunday 
morning. 

❖ Re-imagining. 
❖ A Way Ahead Group has been established to identify 

the current needs and priorities for the church and how 
to develop these into outreach for the future, 
including:-

• Prayer – vital
• Mission to the community – listen and 

respond to the needs of the community. The 
church offers support to many groups – some 
practically and others financially. 

• Communication - how do they promote their 
presence as a church on the High Street. 

Cheswick Green Originally as an ecumenical church in 
1975, it eventually became a Methodist Church with 
ecumenical links. 
❖ They see Christ at the heart of the community feel they 

are a visible and valuable Christian presence in 
Cheswick Green. 

❖ The Minister leads assembly in the local school every 
half term. 

❖ Their Boy’s Brigade company provides an important link 
between the church and the community. 

❖ They had no church building and still meet in the local 
primary school – ‘Not our roof’! No property needs to 
consider. They also meet in homes and occasionally in 
the village hall.

❖ The church has 12 retired people in the congregation -
some becoming housebound, 2 teenagers and 2 men. 
Most people who come to the church are the only 
member of their family who attend. If it closes most 
would be unlikely to go to another church. 

❖ They have no trained worship leaders or permanent 
musicians but have many volunteers or visiting people 
to help. 

❖ Friendship - all know everyone else – kind caring 
environment with different styles of worship - intimate 
and small. 

Dorridge “The church at the heart of the community” 
There are 129 members, only 26 under 70 years. 
❖ Their strength – worship and pastoral care. 
❖ Weakness – the building is not in the village centre.
❖ 1,500 people use the premises each week, most of 

whom are not Christian disciples. 
❖ The many activities include a Pre -School group 4 days a 

week with 27 children. Uniformed organisations, lunch 
club, ‘Feast and Flop’- for people of working age. DMC 
cafe – outreach for families - “where children can play 
on a carpet” 5-6 small groups who meet in homes. 

Earlswood A small country church family with 35-40 
members - keeping up attendance 
❖ No resident musician but worship leaders can plan and 

lead services.
❖ The field is an amazing resource, used for camping, 

days out, retreats etc. The summer fete is a huge event 
each year, raises £4,000 and although a huge amount 
of work, everyone gets involved and is a major event in 
the community. 50% of the profits go to the church and 
50% to charity. 

❖ Other activities on the premises include Guides, 
Nomads for 45 years +, where 50% are nonchurch 
members, dog training and a dog club 2x each week.

❖ The church rescued the Earlswood Toddler Group 
which was closing. Known as “Little Stars” – Despite its 
small beginnings we are looking forward to seeing what 
will happen as we reach out to young families coming 
from new homes being built nearby.

Solihull  also presented all the activities that go on in our 
premises.
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'A few of us have attended 'ReImagine Church' in previous 
years and can highly recommend it. For an optional donation of 
£5 this is a local opportunity to hear great speakers and engage 
in stimulating workshops about church in the 21st Century. 
There might be several people going from Solihull but Fiona 
Beadle and Marjorie Roper are definitely planning to go so if 
you are interested but don't want to go alone just register and 
then contact Marjorie.' 

The Church at Carrs Lane, Birmingham, B4 7SX

Gather with hundreds of diverse Christians to engage conversations around leadership, mission, inclusive 
evangelism, church growth, and innovation. 

Bring a team of people from your congregation to learn together with thoughtful leaders and practitioners 
from the cutting edge of church change and renewal in the UK.

Workshops and break-out groups to help 
inform and empower your ministry's 
next steps.

The event is free and open to all, with 
the request of a £5 donation to cover the 
expenses of lunch, drinks, and snacks. 

Saturday 9 March 2019

Keynote addresses by 
• John Bell of Wild Goose Worship Group, 
• Bishop Mike Royal of Cinnamon Network,
• Rachel Lampard of the Joint Public Issues Team.

Friday 1st March, 10.30 am

at St Augustine’s

The service has been prepared by Christian women of 
Slovenia on the theme ‘Come, all is ready’. 

All are welcome.

The World 
Day of Prayer 

Rev Chris Hughes-Smith 
There will be a service of thanksgiving at Selly Oak 

Methodist on Saturday March 2nd at 2.00pm for 
Chris.   All will be welcome. 

Chris was Minister at Selly Oak and St Andrews from 
1969.  In 1974 he became Chairman of the 
Birmingham District. He was then President of 
Conference in 1985 and was president with  the first 
black person to be his vice president. After his well-
earned retirement he was a great support and fount 
of wisdom and knowledge 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwig6fzy9uzfAhUC6RoKHbziA3IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://twitter.com/racheljl&psig=AOvVaw1DeMwqXuL94Fg2UriHP1t5&ust=1547543492495553


In February  our Scout Troop fielded a team of scouts in the 
County Night Hike and they came first winning the Boot 
Trophy! This was overnight against 35 other teams in sub-zero 
temperatures! 
Congratulations to Leo, Clemence, Maddie, Lucas and Imogen.

When the fixture list tells you a recital is by the Music 
Scholars of Solihull School you instantly expect 
something different. Well the first thing we noticed was 
finding seats. Yet another bumper turnout with so many 
from outside our Church family. Then of course each 
time they come it is with a new set of players as each 
group moves on replaced with something even better. 
And you know you will hear composers you have 
possibly never heard of before.

This time we had combinations of instruments and 
voices which were so fresh and different. You may 
associate a recorder with young people learning to play 
‘three blind mice’. Here playing 2 movements from a 
Baston Concerto it was a concert instrument. Gemma 
was superb 

But I am ahead of myself for we started with some 
Schumann – Clara this time. Such a melodic piano trio. 
Then there was a bass solo from Sondheim’s Pretty 

Woman that had delicious  blues style chorda. A soprano 
solo followed which was a tremendously difficult piece 
to song from Arlen.   A clarinet duet from Crusell took 
your breath away before two tenors proved life after 
three! Singing in Italian this was another vocal challenge 
which was a triumph and finally a conventional string 
quartet played unconventionally a Tango by McClean 
that was so rich with traditional rhythms. 

Literally everyone was a winner. The applause got louder 
and louder. Every player was absolutely on top of their 
game. The teachers must have been so proud as would 
any parents who made it This was a tremendous recital. 
Salute Maisie, Charlie, Oliver, Ewan, Gemma, Jessica, 
Katharine, Benedict, Jacques, Aviva, Lauren, John, and 
Yichen.

Lawrie Rumens

The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff 
Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  

Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if 
necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg 
files

NB. Last date for 
March Messenger items is 10th March
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The Good News Bible Study Group was started 5 years 
ago when Ian and  Janet saw a need for a day-time 
House Group. When thinking about who could join the 
group we realised that several non Methodists might be 
interested.  So it was named a Bible Study Group, where 
we hope to deepen our knowledge and understanding of 
the Word of God.

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Friday morning of the month 
at 3 Sutton Lodge, convenient for those who come by 
public transport. We start with tea and coffee and 
fellowship, sharing our joys and concerns.

We have used a variety of materials.  In the past we have 
used study booklets by Selwyn Hughes on the Fruit of the 
Spirit and the Parables. Currently we are using the Bible 
Society’s The Bible Course, Explore the BIG Story. It

explains the books of the Bible in chronological order, 
linking the Old and New Testaments together in a way 
that leads to useful discussions.  It comes with 8 DVDs 
each of which is in 2 parts so we’re taking our time to 
study it. Everyone has a copy of the booklet and we start 
each session by watching the DVD.

At present we have about twelve people, but some are 
in full or part time work or have other responsibilities so 
cannot come every time.   Most sessions we have 
between 6 and 8 people. There has been some change 
over the years but the group has come together as very 
caring and supportive. The membership includes people 
who do not have a church-going background, a Quaker 
and an Anglican or two, which enables us to share 
different perspectives.

Janet Sinclair

Rev David Butterworth spoke at Soupa Talks in 
February about his recent sabbatical in India and 
highlighted the different cultural norms between 
the countries.   

He also spoke about his battle with Coca Cola and 
Pepsi Cola who were taking all the water from the 
village of Madurai which he visited some years 
ago.    The bottling plants for these companies had 
a huge water main diverted to them depriving the 
local population of a good water supply. Worse 
the water used  causing health problems in the 
local population. Unfortunately a large number of 
local jobs were lost when the bottling plant 
closed.

David brought Ruda along to Soupa Talks as well.   
She had just arrived in UK from Zimbabwe and is 
here helping the Birmingham district of the 
Methodist Church with work with young people.   
She demonstrated how to greet people in her 
native Shona language.

Ian Carnell tells us: Our postbag this time is predominantly from 
students who have been sponsored by us throughout their 
Secondary schooling and who are now at a further education 
college or university. It is especially pleasing to hear from them 
and to read about their experiences. Reading through their 
letters reinforces my knowledge of how completely their lives 
have been changed due to EducAid Africa and people like 
yourselves. Here are young people, mostly from a background 
of abject poverty who have been able to lift themselves out of 
their situations by being provided with the education that they 
really deserve. Their influence on their families, villages and 
society as a whole will be so marked. For this they are truly 
grateful.   Here are some excerpts from some of the letters.

• Once again I say thank you for this support since I was in 
high school until now. Thank you for taking me this far. It is 
through your support that I am going to attain my career of 
becoming a primary teacher. I believe that through your 
support and God’s help, I will actually achieve my goal. It is 
my hope that, after the two years course, I will become a 
well-trained primary teacher and, through this, I will be able 
to support my family. May God bless you abundantly for 
your help. 

• I cannot hide my joy and happiness for the sponsorship you 
have given to me for all my four years at High School. May 
the Lord bless you forever. Concerning my career choices, I 
chose Law, Economics, Education and Accountancy as my 
degree choices. For my Diploma choices I chose 
accountancy, teaching and economics. I pray to God to help 
me so that I can achieve my goals.

• I am happy to be at the Teacher Training College and I 
promise to work very hard to achieve my goal. I thank you 
for providing to me all the requirements that were needed. 

Find out more of the amazing work of EducAid Africa changing 
lives and communities in Kenya, by talking to Jenni Kitson. 

Educaid Africa –
more thank yous

David Ruda
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A great turnout, most of the regulars and some new faces, 
joined together at Nether Whitacre Methodist Chapel for the 
first charity coffee morning of 2019. Everyone was in cheerful 
mood. Thanks to Fiona and Mary who hosted with a fine 
array of cream meringues and cakes.   So much for the New 
Year diet and Resolutions......

A great start to our monthly gatherings and a healthy £125 
raised for Prostate Cancer.   We also gave thanks for £1,320  
raised in 2018 for Charity.   Each year we decide which 
Charities we will support and last year supported MRDF, 
Bloodwise, Tommy’s, Greenfingers, Brake, Alzheimer’s UK, 
Buddy Bag Foundation, Guide Dogs, Bone Cancer Research 
Trust, Blesma, The Salvation Army and NW Methodist Chapel 
(we always include one month to raise money for the 
Chapel). The Coffee Morning has become a Community 
Event, an opportunity for Folk to gather and share news, 
catch up with friends and support Charity at the same time.

Calling Singers

The Solihull Singing for Pleasure 
group invites anyone who wants a 
jolly good sing and a cup of tea to 
join them on 
Wednesday afternoons at 2:00pm

in the Margaret Wharam Room.

For further details, please contact 
David Argall.

How fascinating to come to church on Sunday 3rd

February and see it already back in use as a church yet 
with enough scenery in place to remind us of the previous 
week’s  impressive show. 

Our good friend Keith Dennis led our thoughts fresh from 
the Scrooge production.   He roamed round the set 
reminding us of what we had seen there and relating that 
to serious Christian messages that come from this story, 
challenging public norms of the day. He worried not so 
much about the Scrooge on stage but what he termed 
“The Scrooge in me or in the office” 

How topical then his opening

It’s not Marley’s Ghost I fear…..it’s the Scrooge in me

The Scrooge who is blind to need and who loves the 

darkness

The Scrooge trapped by his love of comfort and his own 
personal riches

The Scrooge afraid of an epiphany, an awakening – who 
covers his eyes when light illuminates disturbing truths

The Scrooge whose being embraces and clings to what is 
his; who resists the call to share

The Scrooge who is merciless in exploiting others to feed 
his greed

The Scrooge who has shaped his God to confirm his 
views.

It’s not Marley’s Ghost I fear…..it’s the Scrooge in me!

Lawrie Rumens
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Items recycled Total 2018 Total 

2017

Total 

2009 -2018

Spectacles 331 353 3,536

Batteries 9228 9599 66,226

Printer cartridges 1152 1059 7,772

Mobile Phones 52 47 617

Recycling Report 2018
The table shows the amazing quantities of 4 
of the  items we recycle at Church, with the 
great help of both Church members and 
other users of our premises. The glasses go 
via Rouse on the Warwick Road and Vision 
Aid for measurement and onward 
transmission to those in need in poor 
countries. We take the batteries for safe 
disposal to supermarkets and most printer 
cartridges to PC World. However we have 
found a company who can re-use selected 
cartridges and the money we receive (plus 
that from providing after church coffee) went 
to 3 charities last year (Water Aid, Tools With 
A Mission (TWAM) and Martineau Gardens) 
and paid to ‘twin’ 2 of the hall toilets. 

In addition we sent 52 mobile phones, 14 
digital cameras, a laptop, an MP3 player, and 
jewellery and foreign currency to Recycling 
for Good Causes in 2018. They pass on any 

Richard Balmer

Lent Challenge
For the last 2 years we have suggested 7 environmentally friendly things one could give up
for Lent instead of chocolate. Here are 7 helpful things one could do.

1. Plant some insect and bird friendly shrubs, plants or herbs. Add a water bowl

2. See if you could go car-free for a week

3. Switch off your computer(s) completely when not in use

4. Buy a re-usable mug and take it when disposables are likely to be used

5. Help the British Trust for Ornithology survey the tawny owl population. Go out after 
dark and listen for 20 minutes (survey ends 31st March)

profit they make to Traidcraft Exchange. Apart from our year long 
collections we also collected 14 suits (so that unemployed men had 
something reasonable to wear when going for a job interview) and 3 
large bags of wool in January 2018, and a Transit Van load of tools 
for TWAM in March. 

Thankyou to everyone who helped.

Tools recycled
These were collected by Nigel and 
Michael from TWAM.  Nigel was 
recently in Zambia and saw just how 
much it meant for someone given 
training and a set of equipment, not 
just for that person but for all the 
villagers he/she lived with. Moving 
and memorable! Huge thanks to all 
contributors.

Linda Innes

6. Cook or buy one vegetarian meal each week if you don’t already do so 

7. Google Carbon Footprint, calculate your carbon emissions, and consider 
offsetting (mopping them up) by funding, for example, the planting of trees



West Midlands Methodist 
History Society 

Saturday 9th March   2.30pm 
Speaker Mr John Lenton –

Wesley Historical Society Librarian.

“The Wesley Historical Society Library: What 
does the Librarian do and how can the Library be 

of help?” 

The first Bible bank in 
Birmingham 

Court Oak Road Methodist Church, Harborne

The first Bible bank in Birmingham has been unveiled at Court Oak 
Road Methodist Church, Harborne and marks the growth of Bible 
banks.

There are already 14 churches with Bible banks in the area. These 
include Methodist, Anglican, Baptist and Pentecostal churches and 
the Salvation Army.

The Revd Christine Scott sums up the significance of this new 
development by commenting: "It is our sincere hope that our Bible 
bank will be the first of many in the Birmingham area where there is 
a great need for free Bibles."

The Circuit is hoping all churches will send a 
representative to share ideas on ways to better 
care for our environment.

A meeting will be held at Carrs Lane on 
Tuesday 9th April from 7.30 – 9.00 pm

12



13

The Church Project  
Community Sponsorship of Refugees 

“This place should not be called Britain, it 

should be called heaven” Rami aged 6  

Planned Events:   We hope you will be able 
to join in these exciting events and 

activities planned through the year to raise 
funds and awareness to give desperate 

people … New Life and New Hope

Saturday 9th March  Quiz evening 
with Lyon’s Meat Pie meal 

Sunday 14th April    Open Spring Gardens 
Day

Saturday 27th April Cabaret Time

Saturday 8th June  Concert –Choir with 
no name

Saturday 6th July  The Big Fun Fest and 
Triathlon 

Saturday 6th April
9:30am - 3pm 

1 Colmore Row, Birmingham

Birmingham Methodist Circuit in conjunction with the 
Church of England and the Jewish Synagogue have 

planned a ‘Confidence in being Me’ workshop for our 
young people from school years 9 - 13. 

It will be an interactive day of developing skills to 
manage anxiety and building confidence in being 

themselves.

This is something that our young people have shown 
an interest in and have asked for, as we are all 

passionate in enabling our young people to embrace 
themselves for who they are.

There are 50 free places available, contact Carrs Lane 
for info and to book.
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March Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

2

2.00 Memorial 
service for Rev 
Chris Hughes Smith 
at Selly Oak

3

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30  Morning 
worship Fiona 
Beadle

4.30 Lent Group

8.00 Prayer Space

4

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6  Ash 
Wednesday

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.-00 Lent Lunch

7.30 Ash 
Wednesday 
Communion at 
Dorridge

7

11.00 Lent Group

1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

.

8

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club at 

The Bridge, Shirley

9

9.00 Saturday Dads

10.00   Re Imaguine
church at Carrs
Lane

7.00 Quiz – in aid of 
Project Hope

10

10.30   Holy 
communion   Revd
Ken Howcroft

4.30 Lent Group

11

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

3.15    Lent Retreat

7.30      Scouts

12

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

13

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.00 Lent Lunch

1.00 Soupa Talks 
Diabetes

14
11.00 Lent group

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

16

17

10.30  Morning 
Service John Keast

4.30   Lent Group

18

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

3.15 Lent Retreat

7.30      Scouts

19
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

20

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.00 Lent Lunch

21

9.30   Ramble

11.00 Lent Group

2.00  Thursday café  

8.15  Badminton

22

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club 

Flash climbing

23

3.30 Messy Church

24

10.30   Morning 
Service   Revd
Nigel Collinson

4.30  Lent Group

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  Revd
Chris Giles and 
Fiona Beadle

25

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

3.15 Lent Retreat

7.30      Scouts

26

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

27

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.00 Lent Lunch

1.00 Soupa Talks  
Going for gold -
Chelsea

28

11.00 Lent Group

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

29

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

30
10.00  Circuit 
Assembly

31 Mothering 
Sunday 

10.30   Parade and 
Baptism service   
Rev Ken Howcroft

4.30  Lent Group

15
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EN.R.G had a 
great trip out to 
meet up with the 
young people at 
The Bridge in 
Shirley, the home 
of Solihull 
Christian 
Fellowship.
We meet up 
regularly to have 
fun and make 
new friends.

EN.R.G youth group say farewell and 
a huge thank you to Georgie Yarham-
Baker for the faithful years of 
volunteering with our wonderful 
young people on a Friday night. 
Georgie has brought her sense of fun, 
laughter and her really inspiring teen 
talks. Her willingness to be open and 
real with examples from her own life 
has really inspired the young people 
to always ‘be themselves’.
Georgie has been with us from the 
very first week and now we pray for 
God’s blessings to be with her as she 
takes a year off to travel and visit 
family. 
Thank you Georgie so much for 
always making us smile, reflect, giggle 
and for being an excellent role model. 

Good bye Georgie

Here we are playing 
round-robin table tennis. 
Daniel was the Champion! 
We really enjoy being with 
other youth groups and 
youth leaders. 

Tina Brooker


