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On 13th April a group of excited SMC members and their families headed down
the M5 to Minehead for Spring Harvest 2019 (SH). Our group of 16 young people,
and a similar number of not so young, enjoyed a week of fellowship, reflection,
prayer, fun and laughter.

The first evening saw us attend a variety of worship sessions. Groups went to the
All Age Celebration, Main Arena Celebration, the Encounter Celebration, iSpace
Celebration (14-18 year olds), Distinctive Celebration (11-13 year olds) & Go Big!
Celebration (8-11 year olds). Well what a welcome – The Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby popped his head into each of these worship sessions to
say “hello” and to pray with and for us! When asked at All Age worship how he
should be addressed, Archbishop? Mr Welby? He responded “just Justin”!

Over the next five days the group attended a diverse range of talks, services,
worships, live music and comedy. Also finding time to fit in crazy golf, ten pin
bowling and the odd water slide or two.

Everyone who attended had a positive and at times challenging experience, re-
affirming their faith and coming away with a renewed sense of being.

A common highlight across the group was the impact of Justin Welby and how
down to earth he was “in jeans and a jumper, telling us, in a very human way,
that he does the ironing when he wants to pray, because he cannot fall asleep
with an iron in his hand!” (Stella). Feeling he was “so Christ-like... a man of such
authority and position, yet so humble and real” (Katy).

Other highlights;
“Going on my own it was great that the SH family made
me feel so welcome, and I was able to join in with other
smaller group activities. It is good how they include all
ages in the different groups. But my best part was
singing hymns that we sing at Solihull but within a group
of 2,500+, very powerful.” (Lawrence)

“My group Powerpack is really fun. We learnt that God
wants us to be courageous and brave when we pray. He
can do anything! I was prayed for, because I had itchy
skin, by my friends. God also wants us to be helpful and
care about our friends. We played lots too and made
lots of noise singing songs! I love Powerpack” (Matthew)

Justin Welby talking to  the young people



“I enjoyed the truly ecumenical experience of SH. The afternoon
teaching sessions were excellent, covering a wide range of topics
and I appreciated the vast resources available.” (Derek)

“Another highlight was the start of the kids football competition.
In the midst of all the excitement the chaos (balls pinging 

everywhere) of 100 kids waiting to start the competition. The 
organisers gathered them all and prayed. They asked that the love
of God be demonstrated in all their competitiveness and that
anyone witnessing the games would see what a great God we all 

worship. The competition was of course fierce as it would be but 
there was no foul language no nastiness and although they still 
knocked lumps out of each other they did it all in a very friendly Christian way 😂” (Andy)

“The afternoon workshops I attended were also very powerful, helpful and challenging. I 
found the workshop about praying in the spirit inspiring and very challenging.” (Jane)

“I love the teaching at SH - rooted in God's Word and grounded in everyday living. I love 
the worship, we are so conscious of the Holy Spirit among us. I love the fellowship, the 
laughter, the fun. I came home re-commissioned, deeply challenged by Justin's reminder of 
the words of Robert Murray M'Cheyne "What a man/woman is on his knees before God, 
that he is, and nothing more.”” (Chris)

“Being part of a group always makes it special and I feel we know those families so much 
better now through spending time with them both at the organised events and at the 
swimming pool, fair or playing crazy golf on the sea front at Minehead.” (Helen)

“We had such a blessed time of teaching, family time and church family fellowship. I have 
to mention the enriching experience which equips us for the future.” (Abi)

“One highlight was joining Anu Omideyi singing in her Unlimited Scratch Choir (see photo 
on the back page) along with Catherine, it was amazing how us sheet music loving pair 
managed to pick up words and harmonies by just singing. And what a sound and presence 
was in the venue that evening when we joined in singing with Anu – truly inspiring!” (Siân)

* A USB of all the audios and videos from Spring Harvest was purchased, if you would like 
to borrow it for house groups or individual listening please speak to Abi Godfree.

The main arena

School of Prayer with 
musical instruments

Even though the main meeting wasn’t my cup of tea, it was well worth attending and enjoying what suited me.” 

(Rosemary)

“I loved the evening main sessions and the bible study that happened in the morning at 10am. Our kids loved the sessions 

they went to.” (Ian)

it was a wonderful experience for all who went in 2019 and we would love to have you join us in 2020!

Sian Musgreave- Spiby

Solihull Methodist Group
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See the back 
page to book 

for 2020



Another large van load of tools on its way overseas 
via the charity Tools With A Mission
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Mhairi was born in 1924, a native of Skye, and a Gaelic speaker. She 
worked in the railway offices in the centre of Glasgow. Mhairi was a 
Glaswegian, and fiercely proud of her Scottish heritage. She was later to 
move to Birmingham, but her Scottish heritage was something she never 
forgot, and her links with Scotland, the Isle of Skye and all things Celtic 
were retained throughout her life.

Mhairi met her husband, Geoffrey, while in the NAAFI canteen, and they 
married in Glasgow in 1948. They moved to Kings Heath, and Christine 
and Ruth arrived on the scene. She loved being with people, and enjoyed 
the company of others: babysitting, Scottish Country Dancing, Sewing 
Class, a member of Billesley Methodist Young Wives’ Club.  Mhairi liked 
people, and cared for them.

Her passion for social justice was linked to her faith and the Gospel of 
Jesus as she read and understood it. She was a member of  CND, of the 
Labour Party, and also of the Methodist Church.
Married for 57 years when Geoffrey died, Mhairi always said that she 
had had a happy marriage and a good life. She spent her final years 
worshipping at our church in Solihull. She rejoiced in her grandchildren 
and great grandson, Louis. We thank God for a long life, well-spent.

Alison Faulkner

Mhairi Hands

80th Birthday

Edna Handley will 
celebrate her 80th

birthday on 2nd June.   

Deaths
We are sorry to announce the 

deaths of 
Barry Pearsall 

(Tina Brooker’s father)
Clive Saunders and Bill Penny.  

We remember their families and 
friends in our prayers,

Joanne Freeman (nee Burr) completed the London 
Marathon in  4 hours 25 minutes 49 seconds.  A great 
achievement
The next day she said
“As you can imagine I have very sore legs today, but it 
was totally worth it as it was such an amazing experience 
and considering I didn't even know I would be running last 
week due to the  burn on my leg. Thank you so much for 
all the support, it has meant so much knowing that all this 
money has been raised for the NSPCC.” 

Baptism

Anna Rachael, daughter of Sarah and Robin was 
baptised on Easter Sunday.   Here she is seen with 
Rev Donald Ker
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God in love unites us!
The woman lay in a heap on the pavement. You suddenly 
noticed her as you walked along. You wondered whether 
you should stop. Then you thought that she might be a 
gypsy or a migrant, not the sort of person you had to 
bother about; and, anyway, you would not understand 
her, or she you. So you walked on. You thought that she 
might be on drugs or a prostitute, and it would not do 
your reputation any good to be associated with her; and 
you crossed the road away from her and walked on. You 
thought that she might be dead, and if you stopped you 
would get caught up with the police, the ambulance 
service and reporters for a long time; and you hurried 
your step. Who would dare say that you were wrong? 
You were being reasonable; sensible even. This was not 
the sort of person to whom you needed to relate.

Then you hear Jesus talking. He’s saying that after loving 
God with everything you are and everything you’ve got, 
the greatest thing you can do is love your neighbour as if 
she or he were you, and you were him or her. There’s a 
murmur. You catch someone saying “But who do I have 
to bother about and who not? To whom do I have to 
relate, and to whom not? Who is and, more importantly, 
who isn’t my neighbour?”. Then Jesus starts to tell a 
story about someone who got mugged, and some people 
walked past him, but a good Samaritan stopped. And 
Jesus turns to the person who asked the question (but 
he’s also looking at you) and he says not “Did the one 
mugged count as a neighbour for the people walking 
by?”, but “Which of the ones walking by actually acted 
like a neighbour?”. Who acted like Jesus would have 
acted? Who showed the love that Jesus showed? For 
God in love unites us – with each other, with Jesus and 
with God.

“God in love unites us” is the title of the report to the 
Methodist Conference this July of the Task Group on 
Marriage and Relationships which I have been chairing 
for nearly three years. You can find it at 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-
church/marriage-and-relationships-2019/

In the report, we try to correct the balance, so that we 
do not spend all our energy worrying about to whom we 
should relate, but pay attention to how we relate to 
people. We all live with a huge variety of relationships in 
our world; some closer and some more distant. Within 
our circles of friends, family and acquaintances, most of 
us will have at least some experience of conventional 
two-parent families, single parent families, cohabiting 
couples, single people, people who have divorced and 

re-married, same-sex partnerships, and many others. 

So how do we best live, how do we live faithfully, how do 
we live in a holy way in and through our relationships 
today, including marriage?  We have tried to encourage 
and enable everyone to be open and positive, and to 
speak joyfully and wisely about sexuality and 
relationships. We are inviting everyone to recognise 
grace wherever it can be found, and to value all 
committed faithful loving relationships that bear the 
marks that we can see in the love of Jesus. We are 
making proposals that will enable us to continue 
together even when we disagree about how these things 
work out in practice.  

But to see our recommendations in detail, you will have 
to read our report!

God in love unites us. At a recent Tuesday morning 
communion service I reflected on a memorial service of 
thanksgiving and reconciliation in London for someone 
whom I and others thought was the most complicated 
and tortured person we had ever known. This person 
was a faithful member of the church; but mental illness 
meant that they were often unable to keep boundaries. 
At times, they had to be excluded for the sake of other 
vulnerable people in the church. But when things got 
better they came back to church again. The church 
community failed them, yet also held and helped them. 
As individuals we reached out and helped, but also 
failed. Hence the need for reconciliation as well as 
thanksgiving. In our frailties and failings, and even in 
death, God in love unites us. 

On Sunday 09 June, we shall celebrate the Feast of 
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit began to unite the 
followers of Jesus and form them into his continuing 
body on earth, a body that was filled with and expressed 
his love in the world. What better way to do that than 
sharing in Holy Communion together, whoever and 
whatever we are. We shall also celebrate an adult 
baptism and confirmation, as another one of us commits 
themselves to Christ. It will also be our Church 
Anniversary when Rachel Lampard, a former Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference and leader of the 
Joint Public Issues Team will share worship with us and 
present us with our new Silver Eco award. After the 
service, she will lead a workshop over a bring and share 
lunch. Many years ago, I had the privilege of preparing 
Rachel for confirmation. Wheels go full circle. God in love 
unites us.  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/marriage-and-relationships-2019/
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I am very honoured to be selected as one of the new stewards at Solihull Methodist 
Church and with God’s help will hope to be an asset and be able to make a difference.

Now a little about me. I am 43 years old with a wonderful wife and 3 very lively kids to 
look after. This takes a lot of my time but I do find time to do other things. Particular 
elements of relaxation are gaming, planting things in the garden to watch them grow 
and tinkering with electronics, mainly IT and computer related. I also love travelling 
and have a long list of places I wish to go including Israel, Australia and Japan.

My biggest personal passion is the environment and how we can care for it in a 
sustainable way. My ambition is to try and bring some of this into my stewards role and 
try to be more environmentally aware myself. I realise that we need to look after God’s 
creation a lot better than we are doing and believe that we can get there if we have 
hope.

My primary objective in my role as a steward is to try and make a small difference in 
whatever way I can and assist everyone within the church community.

• Sue Balmer

• Fiona Beadle

• Sue Bates 

• Richard Burr,

• Jackie Farmer

• Bryan Fitter,

• Abi Godfree

• David Grey

• Karen Handford 

• Ros Hopkins 

• Andy Hunt 

• Sarah Shinner

• Chris Tucker

• Joy Wadsworth

• Tim Weatherup 

Jeremy Pearce

Church Council Representatives   

At the church annual meeting on Sunday 5th May new stewards (Sue Kelley and Jeremy Pearce)  were elected 
to join the stewards’ team and representatives to the Church Council.
The existing stewards are
• Derek Giles
• Ann Polson
• Sandra Ker
• Alan Faulkner Sue Kelley

I was born in Eccles, in Lancashire (hence the accent) and came to Solihull in my 
mid-teens when my father’s job moved to Birmingham.  I joined the Methodist 
Church in Shirley and attended Tudor Grange Grammar School for Girls. 

My working life was spent in the NHS, initially in hospital management, latterly as a 
service planner.

I was married to Alan until he died two years ago and when Alan came into my life 
so did his lovely sons William and Ben.   In due course they brought delightful 
daughters-in-law and later six grandchildren who are of course a great joy and 
pretty well grown up, the youngest being in his first year at university. 

About twenty years ago I became interested in spirituality and prayer and trained 
to be a prayer guide and spiritual accompanist.   I have a Masters degree in 
Christian Spirituality and greatly enjoyed academic study as a mature student.

I came to Solihull Methodist Church five years ago when I was a carer for Alan and 
you gave me the care and space I needed.   I hope now that my time as a Steward 
will give me the opportunity to repay some of that support.

Andy Hunt and Sarah Shinner were thanked for their work as stewards in 
the last 3 years, especially as senior stewards in the last year 

The following were elected to the church council at the Annual Meeting
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We were promised an evening of music, fun 
and laughter in the Cabaret concert as part of 
the Church Project and that is what we had. 

The evening was compered by Donald Ker 
resplendent in Tux and bouncing around 
looking half his age! 

Andrew Hawker accompanied most of the acts 
- from singing to the violin and trumpet. This 
was a huge role in the background so well 
done. 

Behind the scenes there was an army of ladies 
from the Fitter HG who had prepared mocktails 
and nibbles all from the 20s and 30s era and 
delivered to tables in Talk of the Town style. 
Stuart Aldridge  played the piano throughout 
the interval with a rich variety of tunes. 

Joyce Fitter was key to this. Almost single-
handedly she had persuaded an impressive 
cast, booked the people, overseen the 
conversion of the church and even been baking 
and preparing food.   A stupendous job 

The church was packed, indeed late rehearsals 
were abandoned as the audience arrived early. 

Where else would you go to see such a spread 
of ages for entertainment? This was so much 
better than the talent shows on the TV. We 
went from over 80s on stage to just in their 
teens. The real church family at its very best. 

A few special mentions: for Amber and Ruby 
who tap danced with cartwheels, Daniel who 
showed just how far his trumpet playing has 
come, and Ben who, as well 
as an accomplished comic, 
showed a remarkable 
talent as a magician. 

Add to that singers of the 
very best, monologues and 
the fabulous Shirley 
Community Gospel Choir 
and you had great 
entertainment which added 
over £850 to the Church 
project. Very well done.

Lawrie Rumens 

Andrew Hawker accompanying many  
singers and instrumentalists

Amber and Ruby tap dancing

Daniel playing  his trumpet

Donald Ker - compere

Lawrie Rumens doing a double 
act of Lord Randall

Ben Hunt helped by his sister 
with his magic acts



David
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The May Recital was by Angela Zienko and  Kasia 
Skupien. We have heard Angela before when she 
stood in with her violin for a cancelled recital and 
wowed us all. This time she brought her viola.  What a 
different soundz.  This bigger instrument is more deep 
throated and mellow and reaches right into the soul. 
Not that we were in for soulful music. 

Angela brought Kasia with her to play the piano an, 
make no mistake, both of these musicians are at the 
top of musical ability. Their programme was classical 
and started together with Schubert’s Arpeggione 
Sonata. Think of fast arpeggios, fast and furious. How 
on earth do they read the music and play all the right 
notes so fast and so well?. 

On they went with J S Bach and his Sonata for viola de 
gamba. Three movements here, all typically Bach. For 
the first, think a little of the Brandenburgs but a bit 
faster. By contrast the second was about the speed of 
an adagio with long phrases and notes drawing out the 
best passions from the viola. Just as we got into the 
restful mood it exploded into the 3rd movement 
where in my notes I scribbled that they both went 
mad. This was so fast and the expertise they showed 
made it into simply beautiful music. 

Lastly we were treated to Kasia on her own with 
Chopin’s 2nd piano sonata. When someone introduces 
Chopin my instinct is to expect his delicious melodies 
and we heard some of these in the middle of the 
second movement. But it opened full of drama. First 
furious statements of horror and majesty moving on 
to wistfulness then back again to the furious - but 
always showing its French roots as it flowed even in 
the wild bits. So to the second movement where the 
melodic parts were the meat in the sandwich with the 
fast and furious top and bottom. Just how many 
fingers has Kasia got? It must surely be quite a few 
more than 10. There was a magnificent glory to this 
piece that took your breath away. You could scarce 
believe that one person could play so many notes so 
fast and yet with such feeling.     Marvellous! 

Lawrie Rumens

Dear Ken and all the wonderful people at Solihull Methodist. 

I wanted to write a few lines before Mum and I head off into 
the blue yonder in the direction of West Dorset! It’s hard to 
put into words how much the SMC community have meant to 
all of us since Mum moved here in 2010. 

We were embraced with a love and welcome on our first 
Sunday that warmed our hearts so much. Dorothy was a 
member back then and lived just up the corridor from Mum 
at Malvern Court and happily brought Mum to church every 
Sunday. 

As Mum had landed in a completely new area, feeling as if 
she had an anchor somewhere was incredibly important. SMC 
provided that beautifully and Mum has always thoroughly 
enjoyed being part of the church family.  She has said to me 
today that it will be sad to leave and a thank you for all the 
love shown to her over the years. 

She does have an understanding that we will be surrounded 
by beautiful Dorset countryside soon. The home she is moving 
to is very rural and there are gorgeous views all around her, 
as well as a church right opposite! 

Georgie has grown in so many ways by being part of the 
ENRG team on a Friday evening. Moving up to being a young 
leader has brought out her wonderful team leader qualities. 
This has increased her confidence so much and she has so 
enjoyed working with Tina and the team. 

As for me, I arrived at SMC at a very tumultuous time and I 
was so glad to be in a place where I was accepted for exactly 
who I was. I found great comfort in the love and non-
judgemental support I was given. Since then, I have so 
enjoyed helping out here and there where I could.   Being a 
member of the greener church group enabled me to work 
together with other environmental lovers such as myself! I 
have enjoyed the hard work as well as joy involved in being 
part of the church project team in 2018 with our focus on 
homelessness. That really was a year I will never forget. 

Life has continued to have its ups and downs as it does. 
Charlie and I are no longer together which has certainly been 
a bumpy ride. I always feel that life’s greatest challenges help 
us to learn and grow even more. The constant for me has 
been my family alongside prayer and feeling that God knows 
exactly what he has in store for me and helps me along with 
those angel messengers and Nature, in guiding me forward. 
All I need to do is trust 

Ultimately, I am grateful every morning to find that I can still 
leap (sort of!) out of bed and welcome the day with grace, 
humility and joy. You have all been part of keeping me afloat 
and I cannot say enough thank yous for every single kind and 
loving word you have sent my way. We sometimes don’t 
realise how a small word or act can change somebody’s day 
for the better. This is what I have always experienced at SMC, 
as has Mum. 

We will miss you all and I will be back from time to time to 
see Georgie, and I will come along on a Sunday morning if I’m 
in town. 

With much love, Laura (Yarham) and Gwen 
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We continually hear of stabbings on the news, in London and more locally in 
Birmingham.    so  a group of Birmingham churchgoers took part in a 114-
mile protest march to raise awareness of knife crime.   Worshippers from 
Kingstanding Methodist Church made the six-day trip to Westminster with a 
cross made out of about 200 knives.   Blades had either been handed into 
the church or confiscated by West Midlands Police.   They wanted to put 
pressure on the government to do more to tackle knife crime.  

Reverend Andrew Brazier, from the Sutton Park Methodist Circuit which covers 
Kingstanding, organised the march.

"We shouldn't be living in a world where having knives feels necessary," he said.   
"We are walking distance from London and there's a lot of focus on what's been 
happening in London and we just want to say 'it's a problem here too and we need 
support’.”   The protestors walked through Kenilworth, Daventry, Dunstable and 
Watford on their way to London - spending nights at local churches along the way.

The West Midlands Police force 
area saw a 72% rise in knife crime 
between April 2013 and the year 
ending March 2018, the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) analysis 
shows.

Across England and Wales there 
were 285 killings by a knife or 
sharp instrument in the 12 months 
ending March 2018 - the highest 
figure since records began in 1946.

Out of 43 forces, West Midlands 
Police saw the third highest knife 
crime offences per head of 
population between April 2017 to 
March 2018, according to the 
Home Office.

BBC West Midlands
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As one of the users of the Church Hall rooms, Solihull Embroiderers' 
Guild would like to thank the Church for installing the lift. This has 
been invaluable in assisting several of our members to access the 
meetings. The lift has also been a huge help in carrying materials and 
equipment - as we found at our last meeting when we had 8 crates of 
books to get upstairs! 

Solihull Embroiderers' Guild meetings are on the first Tuesday of the 
month (7.30pm) and are open to anyone interested in embroidery and 
creative textiles - we usually have a talk by a textile artist. 

We also have informal stitching sessions and some Saturday 
workshops. Do have a look at our programme on 
www.solihullembroiderersguild.blogspot.co.uk and come along to a 
meeting. 

Shirley Aldridge

Do you donate groceries and toiletries from time to time to Helping Hands by
putting items in the green containers at the front of the church hall? If so, thank
you. All donations are very gratefully received. The following tips are from a
food bank volunteer to help you decide which are the most useful items to
donate.

Each parcel is designed to provide its recipient(s) with food for 3 days and this
means tins and jars feature heavily (literally). Parcels have to be carried home
and so weight has to be considered. For this reason powdered dried milk is a
useful addition to the cartons of milk and packets of instant custard are
appreciated rather than tins, instant mash rather than tinned potatoes. Care is
taken with the packing to ensure that nothing gets damaged or squashed, so tins
and jars at the bottom and packets of crisps and cereal at the top. This also
makes the carrier bags less likely to topple over if the person carrying them
needs to put them down and have a rest. Weight is split fairly evenly between
the bags and strong supermarket bags are vitally important.

Donors often generously give large packets of, say, cornflakes. It is sometimes
helpful however to have smaller packets that are enough for a 1-person parcel.
Smaller packets of teabags are also appreciated for the same reason, so that
larger packs do not have to be opened in the hope that there are smaller packs
inside. Packets of instant pasta or noodles are appreciated. Imagine the
recipient’s pleasure at getting home and having something hot almost straight
away, before they need to do any preparation other than boil a kettle.

Baked beans are frequently donated, as is tomato soup. Other welcomed items
include tinned fruit or sponge puddings and custard, sauces to go with pasta or
rice, milk to go with breakfast cereals and hot drinks, and both savoury and
sweet snacks. Always in shortest supply are tinned fruit, rice pudding, cooking
oil, milk and sugar, spaghetti and Ryvita

Anything containing nuts such as Honey Nut Cornflakes and the less obvious
such as pesto, cannot be used because of the risks to allergy suffers. Grapefruit
cannot be included in the food parcels because it can affect the way some
medicines are absorbed.

All items are first checked for the
sell-by date. Those with the
shortest dates are used first so are
still welcome.

Why not pop an extra item or two in
your shopping trolley and help
others desperately in need?

Karen Handford

One of the bins at the entrance to the 
church hall

http://www.solihullembroiderersguild.blogspot.co.uk/


Recently eight members of the Good News Bible Study Group 
spent an Away Day at the Convent of the Community of Saint 
John the Divine in Marston Green where we enjoyed the 
warm and generous hospitality of the Sisters who made sure 
we were comfortable and well supplied with tea, coffee, 
biscuits and at lunchtime with delicious home-made soup, rolls 
and fruit. 

The morning session was opened by Anne on the theme ‘Be 
still and know that I am God’. This was followed by a time of 
private reflection when we had the opportunity to use the 
library or use our own material as we spread around the 
rooms and garden and enjoyed the luxury of uninterrupted 
peaceful meditation. 

We joined the Sisters for Prayers before enjoying lunch, then 
Mina led us in a study of the Aramaic Lord’s prayer, setting it 
in the historical context of the writings and culture of the time 
of Jesus. An amplified translation brought a new dimension to 
our understanding of this most important prayer. 

Tony had brought beautiful hand-made olive wood crosses for 
everyone.  They were made by blind people at a workshop in 
Bethlehem, a tangible memory of a memorable day. 

We will be having another Away Day for the members of the 
group who were not able to be with us this time.  It is 
something we can recommend. 

Janet Sinclair

Come by my side, tomorrow, and share our million dreams, to be 
a super trooper but not meet your Waterloo. 

Ain’t it good to celebrate the spark of creation, if only you would 
listen. 

What a swell party this is, so thank you very much - this is me!

Saturday 29th June

in Solihull Methodist Church

at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm.

Seats are unreserved for this event. Tickets (£10.00 
adults, £6.00 children under 16) will be available in 
person in the Church Hall after Sunday morning services 
in June or online from www.solihull-smash.org.uk

Our Church’s musical theatre group is 
celebrating its past 30 years by looking 
forward with a whole host of new 
items. Our cast of over 40 will entertain you 
with sketches, songs, dance and magic
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Thank you so much

Dear Friends

Very sincere thanks for all your hard work 
at the Christian Aid coffee morning.  A 
number of people have commented to 
me about the good spirit in our gathering, 
and I must say that I sensed this very 
strongly myself.

To date our total stands at £1882.90.   
This is already up on last year’s total of 
£1838, and I’m hopeful that it will 
increase further.  So well done everyone, 
and thank you once again.

If you have time to explore the Christian 
Aid website you’ll find pictures and 
stories which remind us of the 
tremendous work which Christian Aid 
undertakes.

Donald Ker

http://www.solihull-smash.org.uk/
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Caring for God’s Creation

Acting out Faith in the World

Saturday 29th June 
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Priory Rooms, Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF 

An ecumenical day for all those concerned that there 
is no planet B, and interested in how we can act out 
our faith to protect the world we already have. 

All welcome, Register at:  
centralenglandquakers.org.uk/noplanetb

A Wonderful Eco-Garden:
All those who took the chance to see the 8 Open Gardens enjoyed a real treat. All 
were splendid. All were different but, for the eco-enthusiast, the champion had to 
be Jane Elmer’s in Rectory Road. It was an organised wilderness with light and 
shade, a pond, flowers and shrubs of all descriptions, fragrance, hideaways for bugs 
all there to entice bird, bee and butterfly life, and even mirrors – for the birds to 
spruce up in? There were solar powered lights and decorative blue bottles – though 
I mustn’t divulge the former contents. Lovely. 

Safe Disposal for Pet Food Pouches
I’m grateful to Karen H. for this tip. She has discovered a way wet pet food pouches 
can be recycled. Currently they have to go with the general waste but Whiskas has 
now made arrangements to recycle ALL makes of pouches and this includes flexible 
plastic treat pouches and dry pet food flexible plastic packages. The local collection 
point is at St Helen’s Church in Solihull.

There must be many in the church family with pets who could use the scheme. All 
that needs to be done is rinse the pouches and allow to dry. Karen has spoken to St 
Helen’s who say the best time to deliver is during school hours in term time. 
Outside this it is more erratic but you can ring to check on 704 2878. More details 
can be found on www.whiskas.co.uk.

Shredded Paper is General Waste 
Solihull Council says that shredded paper cannot be recycled because shredding leaves the 
paper fibres too short. It has to go in the general waste (black) bins. So only shred when 
really necessary. 

It is still best to stuff paper that is shredded into a bag of some kind so that the strips don’t 
fly away in the wind when the bins are lifted and emptied, but the bags don’t have to be 
paper. 

Richard Balmer

Mass lobby for climate and 
environmental action at 

Westminster

Wednesday 26 June

You can ensure every single MP hears the 
message loud and clear

Details at caid.org.uk/timeisnow

http://www.whiskas.co.uk/
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Wed 26 June 

David Austin Roses

The coach will leave SMC at 10.30 am and arrive back at 
5.00 pm. 

The cost is £23 (this includes tea and scones) 

Wed 31 July 
Gladstone Pottery Museum 

The coach will leave SMC at 11.30 am and get back at 
5.30 pm. 

The cost is £22.00 (includes a formal tour)

For more information and to book, contact 
Bryan Fitter.

Please makes cheques payable to Solihull Methodist 
Soupa Talks 

Bring your friends and neighbours

The first of the Soupa Talks Summer outings was 
to Bletchley Park, once the top- secret home of 
the WW 2 codebreakers. The Visitors’ Centre 
gave an introduction outlining the role Bletchley 
Park played and its vital contribution to the final 
allied victory. 

The once dilapidated huts have been restored to 
bring to life the atmosphere that existed and the 
visitor wanders through rooms that are as they 
were in the 1940s. The chair pushed back from 
the table with papers strewn on the folding table 
looks as if the officer has just left the room for a 
moment. 

The famous Hut 8 showed Alan Turing’s office 
and displays and film explored the mathematical 
techniques he used to break the German Enigma 
code which gave the allies access to the German 
High Command’s every message. 

To help in the work the team at Bletchley Park 
devised automatic machinery to help with this 
decryption. They went on to invent and build the 
world’s first programmable digital electronic 
computer, Colossus. One can but marvel. 

Bryan Fitter

The next Coach Trips

Boarding the coach for the trip home
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The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, 

Revd Ken Howcroft and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files.

NB. Last date for 
July / August  Messenger items is 11th June

Youth Prayer Walk on 
Homelessness

Sunday 14th July
3-5pm

Beginning at 

The Church at Carrs Lane,
More information to follow

Try and encourage interested young 
people to make a note of the date

Time To Talk
Coffee Mornings

Monday 24th June
10:15 and 14:15, at Pushchair Club at Church

Friday 28th June 
9:00 – 11:30, at 50 Greswold Road

Contact Karen Robertson or Sarah Tall
if you’d like to bake a cake

To raise money for
pupils in Solihull to be 
supported by 

In aid of 

Community sponsorship of refugees

With

Saturday 1st June    

7.00 pm in the church

Refreshments     £10.00

Our Church Anniversary this year will be on 

Sunday 9th June. 
That is also Pentecost, when we celebrate the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. It will be a busy service because 

• It will include an adult baptism. 

• It will also include the presentation of the silver 
Eco award to our Church, which will be formally 
handed over by Rachel Lampard, the leader of 
the Joint Public Issue Team and former Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference. 

• Rachel will take part in the service. 

Afterwards there will be a bring-your-own lunch 
during which Rachel will run a workshop session. 

Annual Birmingham

Jewish Christian 
Study Day 

Humour and Religion

Tuesday 18th June 
9:45 am - 3:15 pm 

at Singers Hill Synagogue,
Birmingham B1 1HL

Contact office@singershill for details
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Thursday 1st August 11am – 5pm
Meet at 

Solihull Methodist Church

VISIT HOAR PARK 
FOR LUNCH

SOUTHFIELDS FARM 
FOR AFTERNOON TEA

ENJOY BEAUTIFUL 

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTRYSIDE

Cost  £10 
All Welcome  

Mobility Friendly Coach with full 
Disabled access

Space for two wheelchairs

Please RSVP
Diane Webb by 20th June



June Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

7.00  Gala Music 
Evening with Welsh 
National Opera 
singers

2

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30  Morning 
worship Rev 
Donald Ker

8.00 Prayer Space

3

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

4
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

5
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

6

1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

.

7

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

8

9.00 Saturday Dads

9  Church 
Anniversary

10.30  Holy 
communion Revd
Ken Howcroft and 
Rachel Lampard

12.30  Bring and 
share lunch 
followed by 
workshop to be 
led by Rachel 
Lampard

10

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

11

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

12

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

13
6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

14

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

15

16

10.30   Morning 
service   Tina 
Brooker

17

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

7.30      Scouts

18
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

19

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

20

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

21 22

3.30 Messy Church

23

10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Ken 
Howcroft 

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  Revd
ken Howcroft

24

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

7.30      Scouts

25

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

26

10.00  Morning
prayers

10.30   Soupa Talks 
Coach trip to David 
Austin Roses

27

7.30 Holy 
Communion

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

28 29
2.00 and 7.00 
An Audience with 
SMASH

30

10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Peter 
Bates

15
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Blossomfield Road
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0121 705 7367

Some of the younger 
members of the church 
family enjoying a game of 
football in the church 
grounds.

Sunday morning 
young people’s 

group

Tina has now been accepted to start the 
2 year ministerial training course at 
Queens’ College in September so we shall 
be saying goodbye to her in July.

Ken will also be leaving us in the summer 
as he retires from active ministry

Saturday 13th July
There will be an event involving music, drama and anecdotes 
celebrating Ken’s ministry in the Methodist Church

Sunday 14th July 
The morning service will be the last opportunity to hear Ken and 
Tina lead a service at Solihull.
There will be a Farewell Lunch afterwards

Monday 15th July
Circuit farewell service for Ken, Rachel Frank and David 
Meachem at Carrs Lane

We will be organising a group booking from SMC 
again for 2020 and booking lines open at 8am on 
the 26th June – so in preparation for this we will 
need all initial bookings by Sunday 23rd June.

Would you like to join us for 2020?  

What to do next?

1. Grab a brochure and booking form or ask for it 
to be emailed. 

2. Complete and pass form to Sian (or pop in the 
office) plus the deposit cheque payable to Sian 
Musgreave-Spiby— the group deposit is paid 
together to Butlins via a card payment! It is best to 
also give a 2nd choice option for accommodation. 

3. Ensure you pop the dates in your diary!

Minehead One 4th - 9th April 2020

Once the booking is complete, we will email to confirm it then be 
in touch regarding the final payment (required in January 2020).

Scratch choir at Spring 
Harvest


