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What a morning full of joy we had at Pentecost!
in this service we saw Katharine Tan baptised and confirmed. 
Then we welcomed her with Rachael Douglas and Lawrence Day 
as new members of our Church. The picture shows a special 
moment for the Tan family together with Michael’s parents over 
from Penang for the occasion..
We also welcomed Rachel Lampard to this service after which she 
was running a workshop based on her work for the Joint Public 
Issue Teams (JPIT). Rachel  presented the Silver Eco Church Award 
to members of the Greener Church Group (picture on P9) and of 
course we were celebrating the 82nd birthday of our current 
church building.



Another large van load of tools on its way overseas 
via the charity Tools With A Mission
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Ros Hopkins will be 
collecting the boxes during 

September.

Tuesday 23 July 7.00pm 

at 79 Silhill Hall Road
£5

See a house group leader or Bryan and 

Joyce Fitter if you would like to come

Maxwell Edwin Taylor was born in Swansea on 1st May 1929, 
the youngest of seven children. The family moved to Hall Green 
in 1935 and attended Solihull Boys School, from the age of 11 
until 17, when he was conscripted into the Territorial Army in 
Egypt for two years.
After the army, he started studying for his professional 
examinations to become a Chartered Surveyor at Frank, Smith 
Wilson in Birmingham.  However, he found sitting exams 
difficult but eventually managed to become an Associate of the 
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors.  Max went on to 
become a Fellow of the Royal Institute of Surveyors.
He met Rachel when they worked in adjoining offices in Temple 
Street.  Rachel was for ever waiting for the lift as she hoped the 
occupant might be Max!  This led to many rebukes from her 
employer. They got married in 1957 at St Leonard’s Church in 
Frankley, and held their wedding reception at The Botanical 
Gardens in Edgbaston.  It was a swelteringly hot day, the 
thermometer reached 90 degrees.
Max and Rachel have three children, Anne, Sally and Guy.  He 
was the proud grandfather of four grandchildren: Olivia, 
Romilly, Phoebe and Will.  He was devoted to his family and his 
profession.  There was little time for anything else.  His priority 
was always the happiness of his family.  People find it hard to 
believe that Max didn’t have any hobbies. The truth is that 
family and work were his life.
Until he retired in 1990, Max worked at Grimley & Son where 
he became a  senior partner.  Max and Michael Wilcox, his 
partner, were the dream team who steered the ship for 20 
years and were highly respected in the local community, 
nationally and internationally.  Integrity, honesty, honour and 
respect were bywords for their working practices. 
At the height of Max’s career, he was invited to be Master of 
the Worshipful Company of Chartered Surveyors in London 
from 1986 to 1987.  Max was the first, provincial liveryman to 
be given this honour outside London.  He hosted 57 dinners and 
events - that’s a lot of speeches not to mention a lot of food to 
consume!
Max always wanted to reach his 90th birthday which he did on 
1st May this year. To encapsulate the man, everyone would 
agree that he was a true gentleman, a man of honour with a 
moral compass that always pointed to the Light.

Alison Faulkner

Our congratulations go to 
Joyce Knight,  who 
celebrated her Ninetieth 
Birthday in June, and 
Stuart Aldridge, who was 
eighty.
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8th March 1940 – 21st April 2019

Clive was born in Leytonstone and worshipped as a child in a 
Church of England church where his father was church 
warden. He was a choir boy and a member of the Boys 
Brigade. It was there that he became friends with Freda. He 
was a keen cyclist and an excellent swimmer. He loved most 
types of music but especially jazz. Family holidays in the Isle 
of Man gave him an interest in TT racing and motor sport.
Clive and Freda married in 1961, living first in Ilford where 
their children, Fiona and Gavin were born, and then in 
Theydon Bois in Epping Forest. Clive worked for British Rail in 
the personnel department. When the offices moved to 
Birmingham, the family came to Solihull and started 
attending our church. Over the years, Clive had several roles, 
being a door steward, a communion steward and a church 
steward, as well as serving as treasurer of the Wesley Guild, 
where he and Freda were regular members.
In retirement, he resumed his love of cycling by helping with 
cycling proficiency training for children in years 5 and 6. He 
and Freda became members of the National Trust, English 
Heritage and the U3A.
He was a very family-oriented man, and we shall all 
remember his friendly, smiling greeting to everyone he met.

Alison Faulkner

For someone described as quiet, Bill's funeral was a festival of colour and 
energy. The flowers were lovely in reds, yellows and purple and the 
music was joyful with choruses to every hymn

It was a testimony to Bill that so many filled the church, from neighbours, 
former work colleagues as well as church family, Joyce Fitter, before 
reading a poem, made reference to how Bill with his grandsons Ben and 
James had visited Joyce, met their dog George and how, when Bill 
became too ill to visit, he used to want to know George’s progress to pass 
onto the boys. 

After Bill had completed his apprenticeship he was called for his National 
Service and was subsequently sent to Cyprus at the time of the 
troubles. It was during this time he bought his first camera and a lifelong 
love of photography was born. He married Gillian in 1964 and they lived 
in Great Barr Birmingham and attended Great Barr Methodist 
Church. On promotion Bill was required to move to the district where he 
was to work and so, in 1971, they moved to Solihull.  There followed the 
birth of Andrew and then Elizabeth.

Bill was always quiet, someone who worked behind the scenes but was 
always there. He served on the Property Committee, was a Communion 
Steward and on the transport rota. It was his idea to put in a time switch 
to conserve the heating of the church, and this has now been upgraded 
and the idea spread across the circuit. He will probably be best 
remembered for his photography: he took the first pictures of church 
stewards and the first church album. He took pictures for Smash and for 
several years sold the tickets for their show. He also took pictures of St. 
Alphege Gilbert & Sullivan Operas, and for sometime was known as the 
church photographer.

Bill was a quiet and gentle person but everyone commented on the fact 
that he always had a smile. 

Bill loved to travel and particularly enjoyed 
cruising in the Caribbean, Alaska and Canada. He 
loved his family and took great pleasure in his 
grandsons, Ben and James, so much so that 
James was heard to say ‘its always best when 
granddad’s here’ 

His funeral was a testament to his life and in the 
last lines of the poem Joyce read `I’ve lived a life 
filled with joy and fun, live on now, make me 
proud of what you’ll become.’

Gillian Penny
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In order to keep our Church 
Photo Album up-to-date, new 
individual or family group 
photos will be taken after the 
10.30am morning services in 
July.

EVERYONE INVITED!

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT

The Church Council met on Monday 10th June. The main headlines are that the Church Council 
Received an update from Project Hope. Unfortunately, the Birmingham District of the Methodist 
Church is no longer able to act as the sponsoring body for the programme welcoming and housing  
Refugee families. The council agreed to hold the monies raised ringfenced in our accounts until 
links with another sponsoring body are made. This will be reviewed in a year.
Heard an update on the Review of Giving. There have been 57 responses and 6 one off gifts to date 
which equate to a total of £10,500 extra this year including gift aid.
Approved the Budget for 2019-2020
Gave permission to explore the feasibility of adapting and creating a self-contained unit or units 
out Room 3 and the Hall Stage.
Gave permission for the Property Committee to explore with Prime the possibility of letting more 
car park spaces. 
Were given information about legacies and bequests from the estates of Ken Byles, Sylvia Bailey 
and Pam Brown.
Adopted the Lone Working Policy. If you ever work on your own in the church buildings please ask 
the office for a copy of the policy.
Received reports from the Greener Church Group, Church Life and Mission Committee, The Youth, 
Family and Community Worker and The Pastoral and Community Worker.
Learnt that each of the Missionary Teams will receive 20 hours to support Youth and Family Work. 
The person for our team will be based at Solihull, but will also support the other churches. 
Learnt that the Missionary Teams are starting to look at how the ministers and local preachers will 
work across each team. Sadly, in our team (the ‘Green Team’) Cheswick Green church has made 
the decision to close.
Helen Banks
Church Council Secretary

We are  sorry to bring you the news that our 
very good friend jean Carter died peacefully . 
She was 96!
She and Ivan were long-standing members 
of our church for many years.
Jean  has been house bound for quite some 
time now and quite unable to get to church, 
but the church family was very important to 
her. She cherished those who kept in touch.

We are sorry to announce the death 
of Philip Allen, a recent Church 
member and regular contributor to 
the Men’s Coffee Club. Funeral 
arrangements to follow.



Solihull Methodist Group
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Saturday 13th July 4.30 pm 

“The 7 Ages of Ken: Man and Minister”
Everyone is welcome to come for afternoon tea and the entertainment to follow.

There will be music & songs, sketches and lots of  trivial information about them both.

Sunday 14th July 10.30 am
The final service and farewells followed by lunch 

I can’t believe it’s been six-and-a-half years since I 
walked through those doors for the first time on a 
Sunday morning in January 2013. I will never forget 
how the church made me feel so welcome, I was very 
grateful.

It’s been an amazing adventure, from the very first day 
till now. I have loved meeting all the different people 
from the church, having the privilege to work alongside 
so many. I've very much enjoyed all the gifts and 
talents, seeing the enthusiasm and the desire to make 
a real difference at church and in our community. We 
have all accomplished so much together. Thank you for 
letting me be a part of it. 

I have recently been working through all my regular 
roles, trying to make a smooth transition so that, 
hopefully, in September things will continue to run well 
in the new term. 

So, onto a new adventure of a different kind, 
full time at Queens College! Never would I 
imagine I would have the chance to go there. 
Getting to this stage has been quite a journey 
but I honestly couldn’t have done it without 
the huge support I have had from my church 
family. Thank you so much.

You will still see me around at various events 
throughout the year, not just on a Sunday 
morning as I will be given a new link church to 
start attending and getting involved with.

I will always be extremely grateful and 
honoured to have had the opportunity to be a 
part of what is to me the best church in the 
world, the amazing Solihull Methodist. 

Thank you.

Tina Brooker

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day till now.”
Philippians 1 v 3-5

Tina’s Farewell Message 
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So long, it’s been good to know you!
What do you do when you are worrying about 
something, or wondering what to do next about it? I 
try to turn it into a problem or a puzzle, and then try 
to work out a practical solution to it. But that does 
not always work. So sometimes I find that I have to 
think around it prayerfully. Many years ago I went 
on retreat worrying about whether I should offer as 
a candidate for the ministry of the Methodist Church 
and give up teaching. Father Cyril, the Anglican 
monk directing my retreat, told me to concentrate 
on God and meditate on the stories in the gospels of 
Jesus in Gethsemane, and his passion and 
resurrection – and not to worry if I fell asleep! At the 
end of three days, I had not thought directly about 
my ‘problem’, but suddenly realised that I knew the 
answer. 
I do not think that I fell asleep, but I did find myself 
losing a sense of time, and of being held in a 
peaceful silence. From time to time in it, I would 
become aware of a bit of music playing somewhere 
just beyond my conscious mind. It would gradually 
draw my attention to it. It would often be a bit of a 
hymn or a song, and eventually some of the words 
would come to me. I would slowly come to realise 
that the words were both a prayer about and some 
sort of answer to whatever had been bothering me, 
even thought I had not been thinking or praying 
about it directly. It would be an answer that I might 
otherwise never have found. 
I have had that sort of experience many times since 
that retreat. Now, forty years later I have reached 
another time of change as I become a 
supernumerary minister and join the ranks of those 
like Chris Giles, Peter Bates, Nigel Collinson, Donald 
Ker and David Reddish who have gone this way 
before me and provide such a wonderful example, in 
all their variegated glory. For a few weeks now, I 
have again had some music echoing just beyond the 
edge of my comprehension. I think it is a folk song, 
or a hymn set to a folk tune. But I cannot identify it, 
and I have been getting cross with myself that I 
could not discover what it was trying to tell me. 
Then I realised. The fact that I cannot remember is 
telling me that it is time to go. I can no longer 
remember things like I used to do. (I have often 
wondered why I can weed files, dispose of books 
and shred papers, and can delete things from my 
computer’s memory, but cannot do that with my 
own mind. 

Is it a design fault? I need a forgettery as well as a 
memory!) I no longer have the energy I did. Three 
operations connected with my heart pacemaker in 
three years have taken their toll. At 68 and a half I am 
starting to pass whatever it is you have passed when 
you are past it.
So this is the last time I shall write a Message as your 
minister. I have enjoyed being here. I have much 
appreciated your love and support. You are a 
remarkable group of ordinary people being 
transformed into an extraordinary community by the 
extraordinary love of God. You are a group of sinners 
in the process of allowing yourselves to be 
transformed into saints. At your best, you are a 
community of openly broken people who are open to 
be raised to life. That is what makes you, in a very real 
sense, a church. 
The Church, of course, is the body of Christ, and like 
any other body it is therefore made up of lots of 
different limbs, organs and members. At our baptism 
we thank God for God’s love to us, and for our lives as 
human beings; and in faith we open ourselves to 
being incorporated as disciples into the body that is 
the church. At our confirmation, we open ourselves to 
God strengthening us in our discipleship as we live out 
our baptism day by day (and If we were baptised as 
infants, we make the faith offered then on our behalf 
by others into our own as we are confirmed). As we 
are received into membership of the Methodist 
Church in a particular place, we commit ourselves as 
adults to accepting a share in the responsibility 
(financial and otherwise) for being the body of Christ 
in that place. 
I believe that amongst you there are people whom 
God is prompting to be baptised, or confirmed or a 
member in Solihull Methodist Church. I believe that 
there are people whom God is prompting towards 
ministry (lay and ordained). I believe that God is 
stirring and doing great things amongst you – and that 
where that will take you, may surprise you! 
So, as I fade away like the Cheshire cat until only my 
grin is left, thanks be to you all. Above all, thanks be to 
God. To adapt the words of a song that is not the one I 
was trying to remember: Farewell, farewell, to you 
who are here; you lovely travellers all”. 
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The Marriage and Relationships Task Group will 
present a report to the 2019 Conference with 
recommendations about various issues to do with 
relationships in general and marriage in particular.

If accepted by Conference, those recommendations 
will be submitted to the wider Church for 
consultation during 2019-2020, with a final decision 
being made at the July 2020 Conference.

The Methodist Church has not fully reflected on the 
theology of marriage and relationships since 1992 
although work has been carried out by several Task 
Groups since then. The Marriage and Relationships 
Task Group set up in 2014 identified the need for an 
update and to revisit the ‘definition’ of marriage, and 
the current Task Group (set up in 2016) have been 
looking at this. The 2018 Conference directed that, 
instead of a statement, the Task Group should bring a 
report on these matters which could include any 
proposed changes to Standing Orders, were the 
definition of marriage to change

The Conference adopts the Guidance on the 
Understanding of Marriage and directs that it be 
included in the Guidance section of CPD.

G1 The Methodist Church welcomes everyone, 
whether or not a member, who enquires about an 
intended marriage in any of its places of worship. It 
looks for an openness to God in them, not necessarily a 
developed understanding of the Christian faith.

G2 Legally, marriage is a contractual relationship 
entered into by two people who make solemn vows 
and commitments to each other, without either the 
nature of the marriage or the nature of the 
commitments being further defined under the law of 
the land. In the understanding of the Methodist 
Church, marriage encompasses that but is also deeper 
and richer. The Methodist Church believes that 
marriage is a covenant relationship between two 
people, within God’s covenant of love with them. 
Through it, they may experience, explore and express 
God’s gracious love. 

G3     The Methodist Church believes that marriage is 
an exclusive relationship, freely entered in to, with a   
life- long intention of uniting two people in body, heart, 
mind and soul in ways that are appropriate to each 
partner.  In it, God’s Spirit enables both partners to 
know the security of love and care, bringing to each 
other comfort and companionship, enrichment and 
encouragement, tenderness and trust. Through such 
marriage children may be nurtured, family life 
strengthened, and human society enriched. 

G4 The Methodist Church recognises that amongst 
its members different views are held about the 
interpretation of the Bible and Christian tradition as to 
whether those being married may be any two people, 
or may only be a woman and a man. The Methodist 
Church has decided to respect and make practical 
provisions for both positions. 

G5 A marriage service or a service of blessing of a 
marriage that has been previously solemnised may 
only be conducted in a Methodist place of worship 
when it can be shown that the requirements of the 
legislation in the appropriate jurisdiction have been 
met. 

G6 Where there is a desire to use places of worship 
for marriage services or for services of blessing for a 
marriage previously solemnised, the managing 
trustees of those premises should actively consider 
whether they wish to do so solely for marriages of 
mixed-sex couples, or for marriages of same-sex 
couples as well as mixed-sex couples. The managing 
trustees should re-consider the question of the use of 
the place of worship for such services every five years 
or sooner. 

G7 Where the managing trustees wish to use a 
place of worship for marriage services, and the 
legislation of the relevant jurisdiction requires church 
buildings or personnel to be registered or authorised 
for the solemnisation of marriages, the managing 
trustees should take the relevant steps to comply. 

Below is an extract from the report (from the Task Group chaired by the Revd 
Ken Howcroft) which will be put to the Methodist Conference in June.



The church is fortunate that the grounds around the church are very 
well maintained. Peter Stoakley masterminds the work with help 
from Liz Prater.

This spring the flower border along the pavement fence has looked
particularly lovely with a constant display of colourful plants. 

Many jobs were done at the May working party  and especially in the 
grounds where there was more help from the church family with 
Margery clearing the area around one of the trees and Graham, 
Jenni and Liz clearing the border of bushes inside the fence nearer to 
the station.    You can see before and after in the pictures below.

Thank you for all the hard work.
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Caring for God’s Creation

Do away with Plastic Pots:
This tip came from a BBC’s Gardeners’ World programme. Nearly all plants sold in garden 
centres and shops are grown in plastic pots. The pots come home, pile up and, because the 
plastic cannot be recycled, one day end up in landfill or, worse, the open environment. 
POSIpots are made of cardboard. The plants can be decanted into these pots. The plastic 
ones remain in the shop for re-use and, once the plant is placed in the ground, the cardboard 
POSIpot can be recycled. It is calculated 300 million plastic pots would not need to be made 
if POSIpots were always used in the UK. More details at http://posipot.co.uk

Zap those weeds:
Weeds are necessarily tough customers and we worry that the herbicides we use to control 

them may persist in the ground and do harm. Mains powered zappers are now around. They 
use electricity rather than chemicals so it is best to use them on a sunny, even windy, day when 

most of the electricity they need will come from renewable or nuclear sources and be low or 
even zero carbon.

Recycle your Contact Lenses:
The local paper has reported that Boots Opticians in Mell Square, on the Stratford 
Road in Shirley and at Acocks Green will receive unwanted contact lenses.
This saves dumping them in the general waste.  

Church vestibule drop off:
Just a reminder that there are boxes in the Church vestibule (on the ‘pulpit’ side) as 
well as in the Hall foyer, to drop off batteries, spectacles, printer cartridges and 
mobile ‘phones.

Richard Balmer/ Greener Church Group

Presentation of the Eco Award

During our Pentecost service there was the presentation 
of the silver Eco Church Award achieved by our Church. 
The Eco-Church award scheme encourages every church 
to be good stewards of God’s Creation in 3 ways by:
Doing all it can to reduce a church’s impact on the 
environment
 Sharing ideas about good environmental practice with 
its church members
 Giving leadership by example to its local community

There are only 4 Methodist Churches with this award, and 
only one, (Stratford upon Avon Methodist) has just 
achieved Gold standard.
Our Church narrowly missed reaching the gold level. 
We will work hard together and try again
In the picture, Marion Howcroft, supported by our greener 
Church Group, receives the award on our behalf from 
Rachel Lampard, leader of the interfaith Joint Public Issues 
Team (JPIT), who told us how caring for the environment 
was such an important part of the JPIT remit.

http://posipot.co.uk/


The first week in June sees the men’s annual visit to the Lake District when they stay at the 
Country House Hotel, Keswick. A group of nine set off from Solihull to meet up at the 
Whinlatter Visitors Centre in the Thornthwaite Forest above Braithwaite for our first walk of 
the holiday. The weather was fine and sunny but with a keen wind which with our exertions 
was soon forgotten. After a cup of tea we then meet our friends from Leicester at the hotel.
The weather forecast was not great for the Tuesday so it was decided to take the Derwent
launch to Hawse End and follow the Cat Bells terrace path to Brandelhow and take the 
lakeside path back to Hawse End. Although there was rain we still  had views over Derwent
Water to Skiddaw and Blencathra.
Wednesday dawned still with the threat of rain so some members visited Workington and 
Maryport on the Solway coast others went to Rydal, Mount, one of the homes of 
Wordsworth. The remainder caught the bus down Borrowdale to the village of Rosthwaite
and walked along the  Stonethwaite valley. The early rain soon cleared and we enjoyed a 
lovely walk between stone walls, lush meadows and tumbling waterfalls. The circular walk 
took us back to Rosthwaite where we caught the bus back to Keswick. 
On Thursday there were two main groups one took the launch and walked through the 
Newlands Valley while the other group went by public transport to the Vale of Saint John and 
walked over Yew Crag and High Rigg. The sun shone and the views to the Northern and 
Western Fells were spectacular.
All too soon it was time to return home after yet another great holiday marked by 
companionship, good food and the unique scenery of Cumbria.
This year the vast majority of our travel while we were in the Lake District was by bus or 
launch, and gave us much more flexibility in planning our routes. Richard Balmer would have 
been impressed!
Our thanks go to Reg Bywell and Don Walker for organising the week  We look forward to 
next year. 

Bryan Fitter

1
0

Men Go Green!!
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GALA CONCERT

Reynalds Cross special-needs school, which was our church charity in 2016/17 needs some help again.
Jonathan Tuckey has been our treasurer for the last 3 years and now he would like to retire.
Is there anyone who would be prepared to help? 
Friends Of Reynalds Cross (FORCS) is the fundraising side of school and we meet once every half term for an hour or 
less. You do not have to be an accountant, just someone to do our books, we do not have a lot of movement on our bank 
account, so the book keeping is not arduous.
Jonathan will be happy to explain everything.
Please contact Susan Shore. Thank you

HELP NEEDED!

Three Members of The Welsh National Opera Company
entertained us in a superb Gala Concert in June

They brought with them so much outstanding talent and plenty of humour.
Everyone went home singing!

They gave their services for free, and the Church project benefitted to the tune of  over 
£1,100!
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Wednesday 31 July
Gladstone Pottery Museum 

The coach will leave SMC at 11.30 am and get back at 
5.30 pm. 

The cost is £22 (includes a formal tour)

For more information and to book, contact 
Bryan Fitter 

Please makes cheques payable to
Solihull Methodist Soupa Talks 

Bring your friends and neighbours

Saturday 3rd - Friday 9th August 2019
at The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire

.

A week’s holiday of faith, fun and fellowship within a 
warm and welcoming community.

At MSF you will find the environment, support and 
stimulation for personal and spiritual refreshment and 

growth.
This year's topic is Peacemaking - a constructive, 

challenging and contemplative approach to living with 
conflict in our lives.

There are Bible studies, seminars, workshops, worship, 
games and sports. Alternatively, you may wish to just sit 
peacefully, read, sleep, or drive out to explore some of 

the Derbyshire countryside.
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The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Sue Kelley, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, 

Revd Ken Howcroft and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
September Messenger items is 13th August

Youth Prayer Walk on 
Homelessness

Sunday 14th July
3-5pm

Beginning at 

The Church at Carrs Lane,
More information to follow

Try and encourage interested young people 
to make a note of the date

Fair Tax Week 2019 
Tax for the  Common Good  

Wednesday 10th July 2019   7.00pm to 8.30pm   

The Church at Carrs Lane,      Birmingham, B4 7SX      

Speakers:   

Dr Justin Thacker      National Co-ordinator, Church Action for Tax Justice     
Cllr Sharon Thompson      Cabinet Member for Housing and Neighbourhoods, 
Cllr Fred Grindrod     Birmingham City Council  Chair:       
Anne Danks Regional Head - Christian Aid 

Sunday August 18th

in Nether Whitacre.

We shall start out at 2.30pm from Nether 
Whitacre Methodist Church and return to the 

church for a BBQ around 4.30pm. 
This will be followed by a service at 6.00pm 

led by Rev Neil Johnson.
Refreshments will be available at the church 

during the afternoon for those not wishing or able 
to ramble!

Sunday 1st September
3.00 pm

Solihull Methodist Church

The circuit will welcome

Rev Andrew Orton 
(for Solihull and Shirley) 

and 

Rev Sue Shortman
(for  Cambridge Road, Sparkhill and 

Acocks Green)
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Thursday 1st August 11am – 5pm
Meet at 

Solihull Methodist Church

VISIT HOAR PARK 
FOR LUNCH

SOUTHFIELDS FARM 
FOR AFTERNOON TEA

ENJOY BEAUTIFUL 

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTRYSIDE

Cost  £10 
All Welcome  

Mobility Friendly Coach with full 
Disabled access

Space for two wheelchairs

Please RSVP
Diane Webb by 20th June



July / August Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

2
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

3
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

4
1.00 Lunch time 
music recital
2.00 Thursday Cafe
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

5
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

6

7 MHA Sunday
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Ken Howcroft
10.30  Morning 
worship Rev Nigel 
Collinson 
8.00 Prayer Space

8
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

9
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

10
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

11
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

12
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

13
9.00 Saturday 
Dads
4.30 Farewell to 
Ken and Tina

14
10.30 Communion 
Rev Ken Howcroft

15
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.00  Circuit farewell 
service, Carrs Lane
7.30      Scouts

16
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    Coffee  
morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

17
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

18
9.30   Ramble
2.00  Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

19 20

21
10.30   Morning 
Service Marjorie 
Evans

22 23
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
7.00 Housegroups
BBQ

24
10.00  Morning

prayers

25
8.15  Badminton

26 27

28
10.30   Morning 
Service Gareth  
Davies

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  Revd
David Butterworth

29 30
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

31
10.00  Morning

prayers
10.30   Soupa Talks 
Coach trip to 
Gladstone Pottery 
Museum

1 August
11.00  Thursday 
Café Summer 
Outing
8.15  Badminton

2 3

4
9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Donald Ker 
10.30  Morning 
worship Rev Donald 
Ker

5 6
9.30  Holy          
Communion

7
10.00  Morning

prayers

8
8.15  Badminton

9 10

11
10.30 Communion 
Rev’d Peter Bates

12 13
9.30  Holy          
Communion

14
10.00  Morning

prayers

15
9.30   Ramble
8.15  Badminton

16 17

18
10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Nigel 
Collinson

2.30 Circuit Ramble 
Nether Whitacre

19 20
9.30  Holy          
Communion

21
10.00  Morning

prayers

22
8.15  Badminton

23 24

25
10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Peter 
Bates

26 27
9.30  Holy          
Communion

28
10.00  Morning

prayers

29 30 31

15
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The May Messy Church moved outside of the church 
hall and set up activities  for Messy Play on the grass by 
the church.   Just in case of rain there were also things 
to do in the church.  

Lots of fun was had from the normal craft activities as 
well as jumping over ropes

Trying to miss the ropes

Fun with paint


