
Revd David Butterworth 
welcoming the first 
Syrian family to 
Birmingham

In this issue

Church Family News

Sylvia Bailey    Harry Mills

Circuit stationing update

Fitter Housegroup

Generations Outreach

Memories of Christmas 2018

Green page

Love your neighbour Challenge

February 2019

The long awaited New Year's Day walk arrived to a bright morning. 
As we assembled some damp mizzle was experienced although it 
did not last long and certainly did not dampen the enjoyment of 39 
members, family and friends who had turned out, including 6 
children. 4 dogs also enjoyed walkies with us. Sue Bates had very 
kindly prepared quiz booklets for the children to complete on their 
way round. I had promised no mud and no stiles so that pushchairs 
could be taken if needed.

We started in the car park of Sheldon Country Park, walking past the 
swings and roundabouts, behind which are farm animal enclosures. 
We walked alongside Westley Brook which merges with Hatchford
Brook at the far end of the park bordering the runway of 
Birmingham Airport. We made for an inspection area where we 
could watch frequent take off and landing of aircraft. It was hard to 
drag the children and others away, but we eventually rambled our 
way back to the car park.

Soup, bread, nibbles and mince pies were provided back at the 
Manse by kind invitation of Ken and Marion Howcroft and about 20 
of us enjoyed the lunch and fellowship, an excellent start to 2019.

Martin Cooke
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Congratulations to Daniel who passed his grade 8 on 
the trumpet just before Christmas. There is so much 
hard work over a long period of time to get this far. 
Daniel was accompanied by Peter Farndon for his grade 
8 exam, and Daniel thanks him for his help.

Deaths
We are sad to announce the following deaths over the Christmas period.   
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families:

Jean Bonelle, Roslyn Wilkins and Rosemary Bowcott

Rosemary died from Pneumonia.  Although she worshipped at Knowle 
Parish Church, she was a familiar face at Solihull Methodist Church and 
very active with us in Contact, exercise classes, and SoupaTalks. Since she 
had lived so close to our church she had joined Young Wives in 1960s and 
was one of the founding members of the Contact choir in the days when 
it was Young Wives.

The second week of January saw 
a trio of 80th birthdays. 
It included John Innes,  Anthony 

Gough and Cedric Woodward 
(pictured below)

A big thank you to Linda Innes who has run the Traidcraft 
stall on Sunday mornings for 16 years. She took over from 
Joan Mills in 2003.  She will now be giving up owing to the 
changes of Traidcraft goods PLC. Linda is pictured above 
with Emily who has helped her recently. 
Thank you Linda,  for all your hard work.

Thank you from Pushchair Club
Every week at Pushchair Club there are a band of volunteers who help 
put out the equipment and help providing refreshments for the parents 
and children.   Pushchair club is very grateful and consequently they 
invited them all to a lunch to say a big thank you.
There is always the need for more volunteers  so if you can help for a 
short time on a Monday please contact Karen Robertson.
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Sylvia was born in Shifnal, in 1933, the first child of a young Methodist 
minister, Bernard Sheldon and his wife Margaret. They moved from 
church to church but had the stability of happy holidays staying with 
their grandparents. It was there that Sylvia developed a love for the 
outdoors and for nature. This was manifest in her adult life with her 
enjoyment of gardening and a love of dogs. Wordsworth’s nature 
poems were a part of this and she loved poetry. She had a link for 
many years with Abbeyfield House and had been with the residents 
the day before she died, leading her regular ‘Bingo and Poetry’ 
session. She also started a poetry reading group at Ravenshaw Court.

In 1947, the family moved to Solihull, when Bernard became minister 
of our church. Apart from a short spell in London where Sylvia trained 
as a librarian, this church was to be her spiritual home and second 
family for the rest of her life. In Solihull she met Laurie, a school 
teacher at Solihull School. They married in 1955 and made a happy, 
loving home for their three daughters, Helen, Julia and Rachel. As the 
years passed, Sylvia’s family grew. Her sons-in-law treasured her 
dearly. She was a wonderful granny to her seven grandchildren, and 
eventually three great grandchildren.

Camping holidays were the highlights of these years: and remained an 
important part of Laurie and Sylvia’s life after their daughters left 
home and into retirement years. On a church camping weekend near 
Tewkesbury at 6pm in the evening, with children clamouring to swim 
in the lake, it was Sylvia and another intrepid adult, who offered to 
get in and keep them company. 

Once her daughters were established at school, Sylvia worked part 
time as a librarian, using her desire to be of service, a love of books 
and her organisational skills. Outside the home her greatest interest 
was our church, where she was a steward, an actor in SMASH, a 
member of the ‘Open the Book’ project, a leader with Laurie of both a 
house group, and the teenagers’ Seekers group, and, most 
importantly, the Wesley Guild which she had joined as a teenager.

Laurie’s sudden death in 2009 was a great shock, but she showed 
remarkable resilience and determination to carry on with the 
activities they had shared. She found new strengths as she 

Sylvia Bailey

continued to run the house group and Wesley 
Guild on her own. She joined the U3A and 
Soupa Talks, and enjoyed holidays abroad, 
with her friends and family.

In the last couple of years of her life Sylvia 
became increasingly frail. Last April she 
moved to Ravenshaw Court. Her physical 
weakness was a challenge after a fit and 
active life, but she showed enormous courage 
in her final months as she learnt to manage 
her limitations and still engage fully in the life 
of her family, her circle of friends and her 
church. To the end Sylvia’s attitude to life was 
clear. In words she said shortly before she 
died: ‘I can’t do the things I used to do, but 
I’m a lucky lady’. 

Sylvia has been a part of our church for so 
long that it is hard to imagine a life without 
her now. Her faith was always evident. She 
was fun, courteous, generous and loving to us 
all. The picture we have here, is of her 
reading the Bible, something at which she 
excelled because she understood the words 
so well. Let us give thanks for a life well-lived.

Church Family Lunch and Open Meeting

Find out what is going on

There will be questions for discussion

Have your say

Sunday 10th February

12.30 pm   Church family lunch 
(provided by the catering 

committee) 

1.30 pm Church meeting 

This meeting is for you
All are welcome



Harry was born in Oldham in 1928, the second of three 
children. From early on he was inquisitive, adventurous and 
academically bright, but also a lover of cycling, bird watching, and 
cricket. Moving to Rhos-on-Sea, North Wales, introduced him to the 
Methodist Church, where he became a Sunday School teacher and 
then a local preacher on trial. These were the foundations of his 
public speaking ability-- the talent he used later on in life.

At the age of 17, he began teacher training. Following this came his 
call to National Service on a troop ship heading for tropical 
climes. En-route, a state of emergency was declared, and he found 
himself on active service, heading for the Malayan jungle. His 
aptitude for cricket led to him being stationed in Singapore instead of 
the jungle which was a blessing.

Returning home, he got a job as a teacher in Birmingham and started 
attending Hall Green Methodist Church, where he met Joan. But 
after 18 months he applied to Handsworth Theological college, 
graduating in 1954. He had known Joan now for 4 years and they had 
decided to get married. 

Harry was drawn to work abroad, so he decided to go to Missionary 
College in Selly Oak. Only three months at Missionary College 
were completed before he was sent to Kenya due to the Mau Mau
uprising.  Joan could not join him for 18 months, when she 
set off, alone, on a three-week voyage to Mombasa - accompanied 
by a wedding dress and cake. They were married in Ribe. In 1957 
Harry moved from his initial placing up North in Maua 
to Meru, then to Limuru and finally to Nairobi where he was the 
minister of a multi-denominational church. 

During his time in Kenya, Harry learned to speak Swahili and Kimeru
and was often complimented on his accent. To the very last he was 
able to remember prayers in Kimeru and Swahili. Life was not easy in 
Kenya. There was the danger of violence from the Mau Mau, and 
tropical health issues. Harry also began to suffer with osteoarthritis 
and struggled to join in with the vigorous activities of his young 
children. Eventually, and with great relief, he had both hips 
replaced in 1980 at the age of 52. One of the originals was still going 
to the end!

In 1967 they move back home where Harry became Minister 
in Kingstanding, Birmingham - a very big change from his church in 
Nairobi. They moved to Solihull and Harry returned to teaching, at 
Myton High School in Warwick, where he worked until retirement. 
During this time, he was still ordained and working as a minister in 
other appointments. 

Joan’s death in 2003 was a huge blow. Harry nursed her through her 
last months with typical dedication, stoicism and love. Needless to 
say, he was devastated by this loss but learned to cook and look after 
himself. 

His ability to write and deliver quality material never faded. One of 
his last, most memorable addresses was in this church in November 
2009, when he gave a Remembrance Day Reflection. Poignant, 
descriptive, informative, and to the point. 

Harry celebrated his 90th birthday this year but was finding life hard 
and we were all saddened to see him depart to Warrington 

Eunice Kalama graduated from Masinde 
Muliro University with a BSc in Biology in 
2018. It was our congregation who made 
the University course possible.

Eunice was one of the 4 students EducAid
put through university as a result of the 
Church Project 4 years ago. She was 
funded through school by an individual 
through EducAid Africa.

Jenni Kitson

to be with his family. His final years brought a 
loss of independence which he did not like. 
However, even when very weak and tired, he 
would take time to thank and compliment all 
the people who were looking after him. This 
was typical - the decent, kind, thoughtful 
person that he was. 

Harry was a wonderful example of how to 
lead a life steeped in integrity, faith and love.

Alison Faulkner
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It is a truth less universally recognised than it perhaps 
should be that there are some things in life that we 
ought to shout about, and some things to keep quiet 
about. 6th January is the Feast of the Epiphany where 
we celebrate the light of God’s glory radiating out from 
the baby Jesus and brightening the whole world. This 
year the 6th was a Sunday, and so was also when we 
renewed our covenant with God. Two things to shout 
about! 

Then our Young Church came into the service before we 
shared communion together. They promptly blew my 
cover on something I was keeping quiet about. They 
gave me a huge poster they had drawn for my birthday, 
which is also on the 6th. Yes, I am an Epiphany child; and 
I am now into the 69th year of my age. That is one of 
those numbers that means the same whether you read 
it standing on your head or your feet. I will let you know 
when I have worked out the significance of that.

It was lovely when one of the young people said that the 
poster came with best wishes ‘for as long as you are 
with us’. I assumed that he was referring to my 
retirement in the summer, and that I was not listening to 
an angel unawares bringing me a message about my 
imminent demise. Any rumours that you might hear 
about my departure in any sense are either fake news or 
wishful thinking! And there is a lot left to do….

As a treat for my birthday we went to see Timon of 
Athens in the Swan Theatre in Stratford. It was a 
wonderful production with a brilliant performance in the 
central role by Kathryn Hunter. All in all, an amazing 
experience. It is simultaneously both a comedy and a 
tragedy. There are reasons, though, why it is not staged 
very often. It is the result of a collaboration between 
Shakespeare and Middleton which is not always 
seamless. Also, the theme is not easy, although it could 
be seen as particularly appropriate to our times. In many 
ways it is a reflection on the biblical idea that it is not so 
much money itself as the love of money that is the root 
of all evil; and that that is true whether you have got lots 
of it or none of it. There is little redemption in the play 
until the central character, like the scapegoat in the Old 
Testament, takes all the rotten values and evil out into 
the wilderness and dies. Only then can the warring 
groups of people step back and start to listen, to 
negotiate and to compromise. 

But something else caught my attention, and that is the 
comparison between being in the theatre and being in 

church. As we came in and before the play began, a 
band began to play Greek bouzouki music. People began 
setting places on a huge, long table down the centre of a 
stage which came right out into the audience, so that we 
sat round three sides of it. As they set the table, they 
brought nibbles and appetisers to people in the front 
rows. One brave person (not Marion or I!) was 
encouraged to get up on the stage to join in with some 
Greek dancing. 

Then the guests for the banquet arrived and we 
discovered that the first scene had begun. And the 
audience were part of it! Yes, we mainly listened and 
watched. That was our role, but we did it because we 
were participating in the story. The actors addressed 
some of their lines to one or other of us. I saw one actor 
look at a teenage lad siting opposite me who had dozed 
off for a minute, and then decide to leave him be. Even 
those members of the audience in the two balconies 
above us occasionally found cast members among them. 
But it was all very kindly and non-threatening; it was 
simply inviting us to blur the lines between the cast and 
the audience. 

It has struck me that at its best that is what happens 
when we go to church. In worship, those leading are re-
telling and re-embodying the story of God, and of God’s 
dealings with human beings (including us) through Jesus 
Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
congregation are being invited to participate in that 
story, to enter into it and to make it their own. As we let 
the story become part of us, God slips in and becomes 
part of our experience; and we become part of the re-
telling and re-embodying of the story of God’s love for 
others, not just in the church but also in the rest of our 
lives.

Of course, we cannot demand that people enter the 
story, or pressurise them into doing so. There always has 
to be room for Zacchaeus to sit up his tree (see Luke 
19:1-10). But, occasionally, we have to do what Jesus did 
and go up to the tree and invite Zacchaeus to come 
down and be our host (not our guest!). It is that selfless 
love and respect that causes Zacchaeus to turn his life 
upside down – not least with his attitude towards 
money!  

Ken Howcroft

Are you part of the story?



Revd Sue Shortman to join our Circuit in September 2019
As you may know, after the successful match of Revd 
Andrew Orton to our church and Circuit in November, we 
were still waiting for someone to come and consider our 
second vacancy as Presbyter with responsibility for 
Cambridge Road, Acocks Green and Sparkhill Churches. 

On Friday 14th December, as a result of the second 
meeting of the Methodist Connexion's Stationing 
Matching Group, we had a visit from Revd Sue Shortman
who was interested in the appointment. The match was 
confirmed by everyone involved so we look forward to 
Sue joining us in September, subject to the approval of 
Conference in July.

Good News for the new Circuit Strategy
This match means that the five Ministry Teams that are 
due to start working together in September will be staffed 
as planned, without us having to make any further 
adjustments to their structure. This is good news! As well 
as avoiding a period of more uncertainty for ministers and 
congregations, it means we can continue the process of 
building up the teams without any further delay. 

An Unexpected Call
In another development, as you may also have heard, one 
of our three Superintendent Ministers, Revd Tony 
Malcolm, has been called upon, and has agreed, to take 
up an urgent appointment as Superintendent Minister in 
one of the London circuits. Tony is therefore leaving us 

now in January rather than in September as we had 
expected. He leaves with our thanks for many years of 
service in the Birmingham area and Birmingham Circuit 
and our continued prayer that he and his family will be 
blessed as he takes up this new ministry.  

We are very pleased and grateful that two of our 
Supernumerary Ministers, Revd David Reddish and Revd 
Peter Bates, have offered to support Dorridge Church 
until September. 

New Acting Superintendent Minister
At our Circuit Assembly last September, we had already 
identified Revd Nick Jones as our next Superintendent 
Minister, with the plan that he would start this role in 
September, subject to Conference Approval. Nick is 
already a Presbyter in our Circuit and so, in the light of 
Tony Malcolm's departure, he offered to take up the 
duties of Superintendent earlier than planned. It has been 
approved that he can serve as Acting Superintendent 
Minister until September. We are very grateful for his 
offer and look forward to his period of service with us in 
this new role. 

Marjorie Roper

To keep in touch with developments across our Circuit 
please look out for the 'Circuit Connector' in the Church 
vestibule or explore the Circuit website at 
www.birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk. From the 
website you can also sign up to a weekly email newsletter. 

Circuit Stationing Updates

The Fitter House Group has continued to meet 
fortnightly on the first and third Mondays in the month. 
The 16 members cram into the lounge for their 
discussions that promote lively debate and a wide variety 
of views that help to widen our perspectives on our Faith 
and the place for the active Christian in our world. 

Perhaps the most interesting event was the visits we 
made to two synagogues in Birmingham.  Our first visit 
was to the Singers Hill Orthodox Synagogue that has 
been on its present site in Ellis Street for 160 years and 
has recently been refurbished.  The second visit was to 
the Progressive Synagogue which has been established 
for 80 years and moved to new buildings in Roseland 
Way in 2009.

The two visits gave the group a greater insight into the 
traditional and progressive traditions of Judaism and the 
breadth of practices they represent. We came away 
feeling that there was more that united us as God’s 
followers than divided us.

The group then spent several weeks discussing concerns 
raised by JPIT ( Joint Public Issues Team)  which included 

Asylum and Migration, Environment, Poverty and 
Inequality and Religious persecution.

In November, not surprisingly, we focused on 
Remembrance with our members telling of relatives who 
fought and died or survived the Great War.

Just before Christmas we held our Christmas Miscellany 
and heard favourite passages from the Bible and writings 
and poems that told of the birth of Christ.

The church project ‘Project Hope’ has featured in our 
meetings to plan events to raise at least £9000 to 
support a second Syrian family to settle in the Midlands.  
Thanks to the support of the church family we are well 
on our way. Keep your eyes open for the up-coming 
events which will be advertised in the Messenger, the 
Prattle and Church Notices.

To start the New Year we welcomed David Butterworth 
who spoke to us about the background to ‘Project Hope’ 
and we gained valuable insight into the infrastructure 
needed to support the Syrian families. Many thanks 
David. 

Bryan Fitter
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Solihull Welcome organised an excellent evening in December when 
2 speakers who had worked with refugees on Lesvos and in Beirut 
talked of their experiences.

Lesley Cheeseman described how the present situation with 
refugees is currently on an unprecedented scale.   UNHCR’s figures 
show that 68.5 million people have been forced to leave their 
homes across the world, with 1 displaced person having to flee 
every 2 seconds because of persecution and conflict.   In 2015, 
when boat after boat was crossing the Mediterranean the plight hit 
the news headlines.   The lifejacket graveyard on Lesbos is indicative 
of the human tragedy that has ensued.

Reflections from a Greek Island – a matter of perspective
Lesley described the 2 camps on the island on Lesbos which are 
bursting at the seams.   They were designed for 1500 – 2000 people 
but now contain 6000!   The youth are in a protected area as were 
the women in another area.  There are multiple nationalities in the 
camp and consequently they have been segregated.

There are often 4 families to one tent.     Lesley was put to clean the 
toilets which were her worst nightmare – they were absolutely 
horrific.   There were only 2 for women and 1 for men and they 
were broken. 

She found it a very humbling and challenging experience with most 
people being bewildered and lost.  Someone started helping her 
pick up rubbish and that gave him something to do for himself.

Lesley felt that it was life changing for her, just sitting alongside and 
hearing the refugees’ stories moved her deeply   She realised that 
people have value, meaning and worth and love is not limited.  She 
felt that hope was vital for these people.
Iraqi refugees in Beirut – no hope
Subhi Zora, an Iraqi living in Solihull recounted the experiences of 
his Christian compatriots living in Mosul after the ISIS invasion 

of June 2014.  On day 17 of the occupation of 
Mosul, ISIS insisted that the population either 
converted to Islam, paid extra taxes, left or 
remain and get slaughtered.    Needless to say 
that many left, stripped of everything as they fled.    
Over 1 million refugees went to Lebanon, where 
they have been forgotten.

Subhi has a friend who is a dentist  and every year 
he and his wife go to Beirut for 15 days to see 
how they can help the Iraqi refugees and Subhi
has accompanied them on their trips.  They hear 
the sad stories.  

The accommodation for refugees in Beirut is 
dreadful with 5 or 6 families living in one room. 
There are 120,000 living in a 3 mile area.   The 
main targets are to get food and water to these 
people.    Many have been there for 5 - 6 years, 
do not see any future, and have given up all hope.   

Subhi Zora

Lesley Cheeseman

Lesley Cheeseman

Sharing God’s Love through  Activities, Word, Touch and Song
Aim Amongst those resident in local care homes are many who have led lives of faithful Christian discipleship.   Age and 
infirmity have led to a disengagement with regular church life, Sunday worship and activities.  Those residents who have not 
espoused Christian faith are facing the final episode of life and the ultimate questions of life with little ability to explore them.  
For the most-part our churches’ engagement in care homes is occasional and focussed on those connected with our churches. 
There are many from outside central Solihull who receive no support in relation to their faith. It is the aim of Generations to 
offer a wide spread of different activities including Worship and Pastoral Care within Care Homes and Sheltered 
Accommodation. Currently most of the interaction is focused on offering Worship in various different places.

Churches Together in Central Solihull (CTCS) is seeking to reach out to more homes and continue to 
develop this initiative began by Rev Mark Fisher in 2012.   As he leaves, CTCS is seeking to ensure 
that the churches are present in all care homes in some way.

Could you spare a few hours a week to help CTCS further develop this work and offer a wide range 
of different activities with the Care Homes and Sheltered Accommodation within our Community?   
Help is needed to cover 

• St Francis Lodge Worship 11am 1st Tuesday of every month. 
• Hampton House  Communion 11am, 2nd Tuesday of each month
• Star and Garter Communion 11.45 am, 2nd Sunday of each Month

Star and Garter really appreciate Sunday Free Church Worship.
• Tudor Lodge 11am Worship  3rd Tuesday of every Month

Generations Outreach

Interested in volunteering?
Please get in touch with Our Coordinator, 
Diane Webb
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Karen told the Pushchair club children the Christmas Story in the church helped out with the knitted nativity figures.   
The following week they had their Christmas party.   It  was very much enjoyed by everyone who attended.
There was plenty of party food, dancing and games. Most important of all, there was a visit from Father Christmas.
We would like to thank everyone who made it such a success. 

Karen, Tina and Jean

Pushchair Club

Martin Cooke led the band of ramblers on a loop from  Lowsonford along the Stratford canal (very muddy!!), up to 
Preston Bagot church for a coffee break and then on to drier footpaths back to Lowsonford where the Christmas 
lunch had been prepared at the local hostelry.

Coffee break at Preston Bagot church
Christmas lunch

Christmas Fellowship Lunch
The Fitter housegroup cooked and served a full Christmas 
dinner for  a Fellowship Lunch in December.   

Carol singing
Peter Stoakley led a group of carol singers on Friday 

and Saturday afternoons before Christmas.   They 
sang outside the church and the station and raised 

£138 for the church project.

Outside the station
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What thought had gone into the 
ideas and how well they had been 
put into practice? All the groups had 
put in so much  time and planning 
into their exhibits.

As we arrived it seemed a miracle 
had been ordered as the sun moved 
round on to the angel wings put up 
by Life Group to receive prayers and 
people on gold ribbons – they simply 
gleamed in the direct light. As we 
looked the sun moved round and the 
moment was gone – but never lost. 
Before that we looked at angels from 
round the world.  Then we went 
round to Jacobs’s ladder which was a 
major work of art .  What a contrast 
with the special pedestal flowers for 
Christmas next to it. 

There was a board of modern day 
angels and a station where you could 
put your head into a model and be 
photographed as an angel   But in 
the centre at the front was the crib 
enhanced with a host of knitted 
angels.  That was the real Christmas.

Well done all who worked for this, 
especially Alison who organised and 
managed it so well.

Lawrie Rumens
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There was another packed house just like last year as 
around 50 children and over 80 adults were taken by 
Linda Bates through the story of the nativity, 
interspersed with singing accompanied by the Peter 
Farndon orchestra as well art and craft activities.  

The hubbub in the church is so uplifting, I wish we 
could share it with our regular Sunday morning 
congregation.   All of this was followed by a good tuck-
in over in the Church Hall.  

Alan Faulkner

A huge thank you to everyone for another successful 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal  - 97 shoeboxes donated, 
slightly down on last year’s collection, but still a 
wonderful response.  In addition to the 97 filled 
shoeboxes 150 knitted hats, plus knitted scarves, bags 
and purses, ‘fillers’ of stationery, toiletry etc items and 
monetary donations were also generously donated.  All 
these ‘filler’ donations are very much appreciated at 
the warehouse in Evesham.  

PLEASE keep knitting!!  Patterns are always available in 
the Church Hall and Church vestibule.

TEAMS4U are excited to let you know that not only did 
they hit their shoebox target they exceeded it!!     
51,315 shoeboxes have been sent and distributed to 

the poorest children in 4 area of Romania and 
orphanages in the Minsk area of Belarus.  Take a look at 
their video on www.teams4u.com

PLEASE continue to support this worthwhile appeal 
throughout the year.  It’s so easy to pick up ‘filler’ items 
such as crayons, pencils, notebooks, soap, toothbrushes 
etc when out shopping.  See the leaflets for other 
suggestions.  Collections boxes are available in the 
Church Hall foyer and Church vestibule for your 
donations.  Also, please save your empty shoeboxes!

People say “it’s just a shoebox” but it isn’t.  It tells that 
child someone, somewhere, has done this for them; 
that someone cares about them.

Chris Cooke
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In January the billed programme had to be changed and instead we 
were treated to a recital by the Mastoly Quartet.   They are a popular 
local brass and piano quartet featuring trumpet, horn and trombone. 
They have been playing together now for 6 years and they brought a 
wide variety of music – something for everyone. For a couple of the 
items the organ replaced the piano.  Again they played a wide variety 
of music and had us almost skipping out at the end with a Bavarian 
polka.

Thursday Lunchtime Recitals

The December lunchtime recital was a 
piano duet with Jean Hamilton and Graham 
Lowe.  There was a wide selection of 
Christmas music and the dexterity of Jean 
and Graham was truly amazing.   It was a 
good start to Christmas.

Jean and Graham can be seen again on 
Saturday 16th February (see Dates for your 
diaries on page 13)

The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
March Messenger items is 10th February 

Sunday  17th February  
4.00pm 

at Dorridge Methodist Church

This service will include the 

Accreditation of Diane Webb as a 
Local Preacher. 

It would be good to have support 
there.
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Buses: A Challenge
I admit bus travel is not as comfortable as by car and 
timetables are not kept which means you can be waiting 
around in the cold. One reason, of course, is the other traffic 
– the cars! The fewer cars clogging the roads, the better the 
service will be. So, here is a challenge for 2019. Do you know 
where your nearest bus stop is? What buses run from it and 
where you can get to on them? Do you know when and how 
frequently they are supposed to run? 
And, did you know that if you have a bus pass you can travel 
anywhere for £1 before 9.30 am if you also tap in the pass? 
I’m embarrassed to admit I have only just found that out. 

Green Gingham
Bryan and Joyce Fitter are once again on the lookout for green gingham uniforms, or just 
material, for the Raising the Roof school in the Gambia. Many parents struggle to find the 
school fees, let alone the cost of uniforms. If you or your friends have any they could pass 
on, they would be most grateful. 

The Green Group have twinned the church hall toilets 
as part of the Toilet Twinning initiative.

By donating £60 to twin your toilet, you help fund a 
project in a poor community that will enable families to 
build a basic toilet, have access to clean water and learn 
about hygiene – a vital combination that saves lives.

Your smallest room becomes the proud owner of a 
certificate, complete with a colour photo of its twin and 
GPS coordinates so you can look up your twin’s location 
on Google Maps.

TOILET TWINNING IS A WATER AND SANITATION 
INITIATIVE

FLUSHING AWAY POVERTY, ONE TOILET AT A TIME.

Toilet Twinning funds the work of international relief 
and development agency Tearfund. Your donation will 
be used to provide clean water, basic sanitation, and 
hygiene education.

Find out more at www.toilettwinning.org/

Richard Balmer

Have you seen 
these pictures on 
the walls  in the 

mens’ and ladies’ 
toilets in the 
church hall? 

Toilet 
Twinning

http://www.toilettwinning.org/
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Europe
Keyboard Capers

With

Graham Lowe 
and

Jean Hamilton

Saturday 16th February
2.30 pm

Shirley Methodist Church
Tickets £7 available on the door

Join us for a fun evening and help raise funds for 
our work with young people dealing with 

bereavement and family breakdown

Teams of 8 are ideal or we can put together a team 
for you

Tickets £12.50 from Sarah Shinner

QUIZ NIGHT
includes Fish & Chips and a Mocktail

Saturday 9th February 2019
7pm for 7.15 quiz start

Solihull Methodist Church Hall

The Church Project  
Community Sponsorship of Refugees 

“This place should not be called Britain, it 

should be called heaven” Rami aged 6  

Planned Events We hope you will be able to 
join in these exciting events and activities 
planned through the year to raise funds 

and awareness to give desperate people … 
New Life and New Hope

Saturday 9th March  Quiz evening 
with Lyon’s Meat Pie meal 

Sunday 14th April    Open Spring Gardens 
Day

Saturday 27th April Cabaret Time

Saturday 8th June  Concert –Choir with 
no name

Saturday 6th July  The Big Fun Fest and 
Triathlon 

Two’s Harmony 

in
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

I’m signed up to Nextdoor Solihull, Social Media Community Website.   They share all sorts of information from Holiday 
Apartments, recommendations for Local Tradesmen and the opportunity to promote Local Events.  Recently they 
launched the Hello Neighbourhood Challenge.   When I read this, I thought this was an ideal thing to sign up for and 
may provide some useful outreach opportunities.

So far I’ve had four people reply to my post offering to help me with what I’m doing, that challenged me as to how I 
might use these offers of help?   So I decided to get them involved in promoting the upcoming New Year Celebration 
Concert.  So this week we are doing a mass leafleting of our local area.
Join the Hello Neighbour Challenge

I’ve Joined  Nextdoor’s Hello Neighbour Challenge to tackle loneliness and 
bring neighbours together .If you are looking for a helping hand, fancy a 
cuppa and a chat, would like to meet new friends or want to help out with 
me, Please get in touch.

Join me and let's make a 
difference in our community
Evangelism is about looking 
where God is already at work and 
joining him there. A secular 
website promoting a ‘Love Your 
Neighbour Campaign’ that has to 
be a God-given opportunity!

If you want to know more about 
the ‘Love Your Neighbour 
Campaign’ come and talk to me.

Contact Diane Webb for more 
information.



February Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

7.30 Scrooge by 
SMASH

2

2.00 Scrooge by 
SMASH

7.30 Scrooge by 
SMASH

3

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Chris Giles

10.30  Morning 
worship   Keith 
Dennis

8.00 Prayer Space

4

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

7

1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

.

8

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

9

9.00 Saturday Dads

10

10.30   Holy 
communion   Revd
Ken Howcroft

12.30  Church 
Family Lunch

1.30  Church 
meeting

11

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

12

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

13

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks 
Revd David 
Butterworth

14
6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

16

17

10.30  Morning 
Service Revd Nick 
Jones 

4.00 Circuit Service 
at Dorridge

18 19
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

20

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

21

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café  

8.15  Badminton

22 23

3.30 Messy Church

24

10.30   Morning 
Service   Revd
Peter Bates

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  
Revd Ken 
Howcroft

25

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

7.30 Church 
Council

26

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

27

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks 
Amnesty 
International

28

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15
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School half term
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0121 705 7367

EN.R.G Youth group had great end of year fun 
with a variety of activities. We really enjoyed 
our trip to visit the St. Alphege youth group 
where we got to say hi to Joe Minall, played 
team games and had a discussion about prayer 
followed by writing some for the creative prayer 
board.

The following month we went to Laser Quest in 
Acocks Green for our trip out. We had so much 
fun and for the first time ever the youth leader 
came third and beat her son, Wonderful!

We finished up the year with our Christmas 
party, hiring some sumo wrestling suits for a fun 
competition. Well done Rachel Banks who was 
the winner! 

We have had such a great year together. Sharing 
and encouraging one another in friendship and 
faith.

Tina Brooker


