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Nigerian Naming Ceremony

Dave Smith (Janice’s son and Stan and Ivy 
field’s grandson) married Irini Stylianou on 31st

October at Chateau Impney, Droitwich and are 
now Mr & Mrs Stylianou-Smith and 
honeymooning in America. 

The wedding was very unusual: the bouquets 
were made from pages of Harry Potter books 
and the bridesmaids were a rainbow of colours.

The Chateau Impney venue was wonderful and 
there was a civil ceremony followed by a 
blessing (which I was lucky enough to do). The 
blessing closed with everyone singing "The Lord 
bless you and keep you" to Edna's tune.

Janice Smith
Ben, Kathy, Steve, Janice, David, Irini, Ivy, Stan, Steve's parents: Mary and Doug.

Jonny Bell
After the morning service at Solihull on Sunday 3rd November 
Andrew Orton  was accompanied by Jonny Bell (Queens Student) and 
Nwabueze Nwololo to join in the Nigerian naming ceremony at the 
home of the Whiteleys following the birth of their daughter.

It was a small gathering of family and friends to name Michelle 
Utonne Iton and to give thanks for her safe arrival.

Congratulations to parents, Iton and Inemesit.

Rainbow bridesmaids

Jonny Bell. Friend, Andrew Orton, Inemesit , Iton ,friend and Nwabuexe Nwokolo

Jonny is a student from Queens Theological College in 
training to be a Methodist minister.    We will be 
seeing a lot of him at Solihull over the next year as 
part of his training placement.

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Audrey Price who 
died in October.   Audrey will be remembered for all the 
work she did for Contact.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.
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Avril Nicholas

Margaret Rumens always steps forward with special flowers with an 
interpretive design on significant occasions and this year was no 
exception.

This year, on Remembrance Sunday she went for concise modern 
styles which tell powerful messages through their simplicity. 

By the communion table she placed swags of poppies, in numbers 
that cannot be counted, on crosses made from dowel strips in 
reminiscent style of the crosses at the Commonwealth War 
Commission Graves. They have the familiar yet poignant inscriptions 
“Lest We Forget” and “An Unknown Soldier” 

She did 2 more stand alone modern designs, which show the poppies 

standing tall mixed with multi-coloured roses 
reflecting the colours of so many nations losing 
people in war and unrest today.

Lawrie Rumens 

Avril was born in the Welsh mining village of Aberfan, she 
met David at the cinema, and they married on 27th

October in 1956. They were approaching their 63rd

wedding anniversary when she died at the age of 84.

While she was still at school, she was diagnosed with TB 
and eventually had her infected lung removed. However, 
she was a fighter, doggedly following her exercise routine 
and for the next 70 years, she found ways to cope. She 
joined a golf club in 1984 – playing in competitions and 
matches and later involving herself in organising and 
committee work. It gave her a new lease of life.

She was thrilled when she was invited to become Ladies 
Captain in 2000.

She decided to enrol on a City and Guild’s course for 
dressmaking. She made  her own wedding dress and later 
many of the girl’s clothes and joined the Embroiderer’s 
Guild. Avril produced some beautiful pictures, some of 
which were shown at an exhibition in the Birmingham Art 
Gallery.

After retirement, the 
priority became holidays –
Florida in March – to play
golf and soak up the sun,
France, Italy, Spain, 

Greece and later cruises –
always in the sun.
Above all, Avril was a 

home maker. Sewing 
outfits for her daughters, 
Bev and Karen, cooking 
breakfast on the beach at the Gower for an extended 
family and providing a picnic tea on the local beach after 
school in the evening. She enjoyed gardening and was 
renowned for her dahlias.

She and David have been members of our church for 
many years, sitting at the back of the church as David still 
does with Karen. We can be inspired by this strong and 
loving lady.

Alison Faulkner
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A jolly good question you might say. We all find ourselves 
at different moments in our lives waiting and preparing 
for something. It may be that you are currently waiting 
eagerly to cast your vote in the rather unseasonal 
forthcoming General election. Maybe you think it’s time 
for change and are hoping that this is what will happen 
on December12th.

What about Christmas? Are you ready for that? Are you 
one who excitedly and thoroughly prepares for all the 
celebrations with family and friends or are you one that 
dreads it?

The season of Advent is all about looking forward – a 
time of waiting and reflecting and preparing for 
Christmas. Preparing to celebrate one of the greatest 
moments in history when God chose to become a human 
being in the form of a helpless baby: Immanuel – God 
with us! This is a theme that we will be exploring 
throughout our Christmas services – the wonder of a God 
who is with us………even me?

The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, 
which means ‘coming’. The Latin adventus is in turn a 
translation of the Greek word parousia, commonly used 
in the New Testament as a reference to the Second 
Coming of Christ and so many of our Lectionary readings 
that have preceded the season of Advent will have 
followed such a theme. The season of Advent therefore 
serves as both a reminder to us of the original waiting 
that was done by the Hebrew people as they waited 
patiently for the birth of their Messiah (which Christians 
celebrate at Christmas marking the birth of Jesus Christ) 
and as a reminder that we are also waiting for Christ's 2nd

coming at the end of time, and of what we should be 
doing and how we should be living in the meantime until 
that day.

However, as I reflect on the Christmas nativity, it seems 
to me that people had been waiting so long for the 
promised messiah to come that, according to the 1st

chapter of John’s Gospel, when he finally came in the 
form of Jesus they failed to recognise him or receive him 
for who he was (See John 1:11). I wonder why? Could it 
be that they were looking for the wrong person in the 
wrong places? Did they expect someone else – perhaps a 
warrior king?

Think about the visit of the wise men in the Christmas 
nativity story and how they went to look for Jesus in 
Jerusalem rather than in Bethlehem as prophesied. But 
where else would they look for someone described as 
King of the Jews? One upon whose shoulders the 
government of the nation would rest according to Isaiah 
9:6-8?

The truth is  that there were 
many people in Bethlehem on that 
first Christmas, thanks to the Census 
being carried out by the Romans, but only a few heard 
and responded to the story of Jesus. 

There were many shepherds out on the hills – but only a 
few heard the angels’ story and came to find out more 
for themselves. Many wise men were gazing at the stars 
but only a few understood what they meant and came to 
find out more.

So, what will you do this Advent and Christmas?  How 
will you respond to the greatest story ever told – the 
greatest news of all?

What are you waiting for, and will you truly know when 
it has arrived?

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and God’s richest 
blessings for the coming New Year.

God Bless,
Revd. Andrew Orton.

What are you waiting for?

Reading ‘A gift from Tragedy’ in the November 
Messenger I thought it  was extremely brave of Steve 
and Mark to make available Claire’s organs for the good 
of others .

As a number of members of the Church know I received 
a kidney transplant just over 8 years ago and it gave me 
a new life.   I had been on several types of dialysis for a 
year or two which unfortunately failed.   I then had to go 
on to haemodialysis at Heartlands Hospital and Solihull 
Hospital three times a week.    I found this quite 
distressing and time consuming.  

I had been on the transplant list for about 3 years and 
was out with a friend one day and said ‘I don’t think I 
will get a transplant now as I am 72’  That night at 3 am 
we received a telephone call from the transplant 
coordinator to say we think we have a kidney match for 
you, can you get to Coventry Hospital in 2 hours?  Of 
course I did.   The operation took place later that day 
and I walked out with a new kidney 6 days later and a 
new life.

I never found out who the donor was but I wrote to the 
family, who I hope received my letter vai the 
coordinator.

I thank God and the donor every day.
Margaret Meaking



The Church Council met on Monday 21st October. The main 
headlines were that the Church Council 

➢ Approved Wallace Crooke as the auditors for the 
accounts.

➢ Agreed to purchase an iZettle card reader to allow 
people to make contactless payments at events and for 
tickets.

➢ Heard concerns from the Ways and Means about the 
budget deficit of £19,500 for the year 2019-2020. It was  
agreed to suspend the donations to the Connexional funds 
for a year making a saving of £7,000.

➢ Heard that the Quinquennial works had begun on the 
building but it had been discovered that the ridge tiles 
needed repairing and the chimney needed bracing to the 
building, which will both incur extra costs.

➢ Ratified Helen Banks as a pastoral visitor and that 
Freda Saunders will take over Clive’s list.   Membership is now 
at 245.   22 people have ceased to meet, there has been 1 
new member, 3 transferred in and 3 out.  Sadly 14 church 
members have passed on.

➢ Heard from Ways and Means the state of the circuit 
finances. The budgeted loss for 2018/19 is £238,000.   This 
figure is the average for the past few years and it is projected 
to increase over the next five years. In short the circuit will 
have insufficient reserves at the end of 2022/23 and will be 
unable to continue through 2023/24 unless some changes are 
made. They could look at reducing the number of lay workers 
but this would come at a cost due to redundancy and pension 
payments.  A property strategy group has been set up to look 
at selling properties and another for reducing the number of 
presbyters.   Next year there will be a reduction of 1.   The 
circuit needs more volunteers to run things. If you have any 
ideas of how they can save money, please speak to the circuit 
stewards.

➢ Need to provide feedback about the Marriage and 
Relationships report to the Circuit meeting.

➢ Received reports from groups within the church.

Helen Banks
Church Council Secretary

Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of a baby, God’s gift to the world.
We also give gifts to friends and family to recognise the gifts the Wise Men
brought to the baby Jesus. What can we give to support our church?

As families and as individuals we all strive to balance our budget. To
ensure income covers expenditure and if possible to put a little to one side
for a rainy day.

At our finance group, Ways and Means, and at the last Church Council
meeting, we discussed the fact that the church is currently not able to
balance its budget. At present rates of income and spending there will be
nothing left in our “rainy day” pot. Our Reserves will be exhausted in three
years’ time.

We are urgently looking at all areas to see where savings might be made or
income increased. We would welcome any suggestions that you might
have as we are finding it tough to resolve this dilemma. One interesting
idea was floated at the last Church Council, which made us all sit up and
pay attention.

Do you buy a £1 chocolate bar or perhaps a cup of coffee in town, maybe
£3, on a regular basis? Now, we wouldn’t want you to forego these treats
but could you afford another?

£1 extra a week gifted to the church by the average size of a Sunday
congregation would raise £150 or £7800 a year. £3 extra gifted to the
church by an average Sunday congregation would raise £450 a week or
£23400 a year.

We know many of you increased your giving earlier in the year and we are
grateful for your generosity. Without you our expected deficit would be
even greater than forecast. As it is we expect to overspend this financial
year by around £13000.

Food for thought over the Christmas turkey.
Ways and Means Committee

Dear Solihull Methodist Church

Helping Hands, Renewal would like 
to express our gratitude to you for 
your generous contributions to our 
foodbank. Your ongoing support is 
invaluable to us, even more so to 
numerous people in need who are 
recipients of your generosity. Thank 
you for consistently providing 
donations of food and toiletries.

We continue to serve the community 
by receiving donations from a variety 
of organisations, and can truly say 
that we could not provide this 
service of delivering food parcels to 
so many families and individuals if it 
were not for donations such as 
yours. 

Therefore never underestimate just 
how much your support is 
appreciated by Helping Hands. Your 
contributions help to make a 
difference to many lives, and clearly 
demonstrates your care, compassion 
and kindness towards those in need 
throughout the borough of Solihull

May you be truly blessed
Best wishes, 
Helping Hands Team - Renewal

Thank you
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Our constitution should enable us to make controversial 
decisions that we don’t all agree on but are generally 
regarded as legitimate. For example, I passionately hate 
the Welfare Reform Act that brought in huge benefit cuts 
and the disastrous Universal Credit, but I accept that 
legislation’s legitimacy and that the Government had the 
right to implement it.
We have come to the point in the Brexit debate that, no 
matter what the outcome, a large number of people will 
believe they have been cheated and that the outcome is 
illegitimate. That is a profoundly dangerous situation to be 
in – especially when the decision in question has such 
enormous long-term and irrevocable implications.

The horror is that both sides of this debate will have a 
legitimate case to say they have been treated 
extraordinarily

How did we get here?
A key problem is that we had a referendum vote, but we 
have never realistically resolved what the power of that 
vote should be. Perhaps more importantly, what power 
does that vote, and those who campaigned for it, have in 
deciding how to interpret a 16-word referendum question 
and convert it into the multitude of laws and treaties that 
are needed to create the largest UK constitutional change 
for a century?
There are two extreme answers to the question.
The first view is legally correct but does not reflect reality. 
The Referendum merely provided advice to Parliament, 
which takes decisions and is accountable to the electorate 
for its decisions. Individual MPs and Parliament as a whole 
can change its mind at any time for any reason, even if 
that means completely ignoring the result of the 
referendum.
The second view asserts that the Referendum result was 
and remains “the will of the people”, which has a higher 
authority than Parliament (and perhaps even the law and 
the courts). Flowing from this is the idea that the Brexit 
Referendum result must be interpreted and implemented 
by people who campaigned for Brexit. Anything less would 
be to ignore the referendum and the 17.4 million who 
voted leave.

A sharpening divide
The divide has sharpened because, under the Theresa 
May’s administration, there was a nod to both positions 
(although people have strongly divided opinions as to 
which she gave most weight). However, under Boris 
Johnson the Government has come down firmly in favour 
of the second view. “The will of the people” is to 
implement the Referendum and only a Government led by 
a Brexit campaigner should interpret what it means. The 
conflict between Parliament and the Government has 
involved shutting down Parliament against its will, 
changing the rules of the Parliament to remove the 
Government’s normal right to set the agenda and many 
other constitutionally dubious manoeuvres which would 
simply not be acceptable in normal times. Each 

manoeuvre is decried by the other
side as an outrage and even a “coup”.

What now?
Our constitution is creaking, and the political process looks 
to be ridiculous and ineffectual. Each side draws their 
power from a real and legitimate democratic mandate. 
Each side believes its extraordinary measures are justified 
because their democratic mandate must be respected. The 
space to recognise that both mandates are important, and 
that result of the referendum requires interpretation by 
more than just the victors, is rapidly disappearing. We find 
ourselves in the position that, should we leave, delay or 
remain, a large block of the public will not only vigorously 
disagree, they may also feel that they have been cheated. 
They will also be able to demonstrate that cheating with 
some fairly compelling evidence. This is the very situation 
from which our slowly and painfully constructed 
constitution is supposed to protect us.
There are many questions that flow from this but perhaps 
the most pressing demand is “what now”? The current 
trajectory appears to be that politicians will double down 
and deploy more ingenuity (or constitutional outrages 
depending on your point of view) to attempt to impose 
their side’s will. It may work, but I can think of no better 
way of amplifying divisions and leaving our nation 
weakened and full of recrimination.

In praise of Justin Welby
I fear there is no good way out of 
this situation, but there may be 
better ways than our current 
default. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury has said he is willing 
to chair a “People’s Assembly” 
on Brexit in Coventry Cathedral. 
People’s Assemblies gather 
about one hundred ordinary 
people representative of the 
British public and seeks to find 
out what they think.
The Assembly does not hold a view on Brexit and it 
certainly does not picked a side. It seeks to understand and 
see if there are ways of drawing people together. Like all 
the best ideas, I wish it had come several years ago, but it 
is a genuine effort to find a way out that respects people 
who voted for both sides, and whose ideas and feelings do 
not easily fit into either of the polarised camps.

It is not a solution – but it could point the way towards 
one.

JOINT PUBLIC ISSUES TEAM
PAUL MORRISON

Policy advisor with particular responsibility for issues 
around the economy including poverty and inequality. 
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Keynote Speakers Include: 
Ed Miliband, MP and co-host of ‘Reasons to be 

Cheerful’ podcast
Katherine Trebek, Wellbeing Economist
Christine Allen, Director of CAFOD
Anthony Reddie, Director of Oxford Centre of 

Religion and Culture 
Ross Greer, Green Party MSP

You can find out more information about the conference and
to book at
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/whats-
new/conference2020/

You will need to choose a workshop to take part in at the 
conference

Our environment is in crisis, inequality is growing, and yet 
our economic system seems fixated on endless growth, 
while politics is paralysed and coarsened by division.
▪ How must our political and economic assumptions 

change in order to meet these challenges? 
▪ How can we model new ways of living as individuals 

and as churches?
▪ How does our hope in God’s future empower us to 

live a hopeful, abundant life on a planet with finite 
resources?

JPIT’s 2020 national conference Renewal and Rebellion: faith, 
economy and climate invites you to join with us in looking at 
the big challenges our world faces, rethinking economic 
structures and taking radical steps towards climate justice, and 
how we can all act to bring lasting change – in faith, for people 
and for planet.
Through panel discussions, workshops, poetry, art and 
conversation, we hope to inspire and resource people to speak, 
pray and act boldly for justice and peace over the next decade

It has been announced that 
Past President of the Methodist
Conference Revd Dr Inderjit
Bhogal is to receive the World 
Methodist Council Peace 
Award for 2018. The annual 
award goes to individuals or
groups "who have made 
significant contributions to 

peace, reconciliation and justice.”

Inderjit, now a supernumerary minister in the Sheffield 
circuit, has been a tireless supporter of refugees and 
has worked to foster interfaith relations and 
multicultural communities, peace and reconciliation. 
One of the peace-related movements initiated by 
Inderjit was City of Sanctuary, a grassroots, movement 
to build cultures of welcome, hospitality and safety for 
asylum seekers, refugees and other vulnerable people. 
Inderjit is president of the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship.

The citation of the award describes Inderjit as a 
“central figure” in inter-faith relations in Britain and 
Ireland.

On hearing news of the award, Inderjit commented: “I 
am surprised but deeply honoured. My whole life has 
been inspired by people around the world who have 
held up the witness to peace-making, challenging war, 
violence and killing. I am more persuaded than ever 
that non-violent resolution of conflict is the way 
forward at all levels and in all human relationships.

"The most challenging issue facing human beings is how 
to live with those who are different from you.”

The public presentation of the award will be made on 
27 March 2020 in London.
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This is now 
available from 
Bev and Jeff 

Horton

Cost £5 
will go towards 
church Funds



On 8th August 2019, I began an
extremely long coach journey from
Birmingham to Wroclaw in Poland.
We finally arrived at our hotel at
5pm on 9th August. The next day,
the four GB teams (U17 and U20
men, U17 and U20 women) went to
the Wroclaw Stadium for the
European Youth Ultimate
Championships Opening Ceremony.
It was amazing to see people from
so many countries. My team played
8 matches in total during the week:

Emily at the 
European Youth Ultimate Championships!

2 per day with one day free when we had fun going sight-
seeing in the town centre! We had ice-cream and tried to
find as many gnomes as we could - the gnomes first
appeared in 2001 to commemorate the Polish anti-
communist movement and now there are more than 600
all over Wroclaw!

Ultimate Frisbee is a sport which is best described as a
cross between American football and netball but with a
disc. In international competitions, we play 80-minute
long games so there is a lot of running involved, especially
since the pitch is about the same size as a football one.

We had a good team but other countries were also strong
and very competitive! We played well and improved a lot
with each game, with a few people getting injuries and
one person suffering from heat stroke.

We won 2 of our games against Slovakia and the
Netherlands, putting us in 7th place out of 9 teams. The

Czech Republic came first in our category. On the last two
days we watched the semi-final and final games of each
division and it was really exciting to watch such intense
matches.

The other GB teams also did well, with the U17 men
coming 9th out of 16 teams, the U20 women coming 8th

out of 12 and the U20 men got Bronze out of 16
countries!

After the championships, the team travelled back to the
UK by coach however I stayed in Poland to travel with my
family to Krakow where we stayed for 4 nights and visited
some wonderful places - I enjoyed being a tourist there.

I had an amazing time in Poland and it was truly a
memorable experience. Thank you so much to everyone
who supported me!!

Emily

Some Lunchtime Recitals are known for their enthusiasm and others for 
brilliant musicianship. A few combine the two and it was with some 
excitement that we went down to listen to Jean Hamilton and Graham 
Lowe .They could each take a recital on their own but together they have 
a magical understanding that shines through their music.. The single 
word I wrote as they played was “exquisite”. 

Their programme was all dance music and they started with the Capriol 
Suite, 16th C music and tunes written 400 years later by Warlock. This 
started with a stately Basse from a Henry VIII documentary. Then a 
hymn-like Pavane before we skipped along to a Tordion. The Pieds en
L’air was almost lyrical before the suite ended with a heavier Mattachins. 
This cultured suite was followed by the Charleston. Yes, the one you 
know, but arranged by a modern composer Cornick. 

Cornick loved modern rhythms and it was his own compositions that 
came next with a suite of 5 short dances. A technical test first with a 
Latin piece with 7 beats to the bar (most of the time!). Then we had a bit 
of traditional Blues before a piece illustrating Swing.  Just right before a 
slow jazz Waltz and then ending with a Boogie. These made up Cornick’s 
Jazz Suite. Grainger’s Country Garden was next, written as a 
handkerchief dance. Graham on the bottom end had all the clever bits 
and hogged most of the keyboard as they performed all sorts of tricks 

Jeff has a 
photo

including crossing hands. Marvellously well 
done. 

They finished with a lively joyful and 
exuberant Polish dance, Krakowiak by 
Moszkowski.  magical half hour. Thank you 
Jean and Graham.

Lawrie Rumens

8



9

Saturday 25th January
7.00 pm

Alderbrook Road
Tickets £25

Tickets will be limited 
Apply to Karen and John Handford 

by 31 December

If too many apply
there will be a ballot

Patrick’s story
My name is Patrick Hermanus and I come from the States (one of the gangs), not the 
United States of America. There are a lot of Americans here but they are nothing like 
the ones you see on TV. I remember the day I changed my life very clearly. I was 
driving around with a fellow American, Gavin Myburgh and his girlfriend. We stopped 
at Access Park to buy a cool drink. As he got out the car he put on some gospel music 
and said something very odd “If I have to die today I know that I have made things 
right with God”. I sat in the car listening to the music thinking about what he said. 
When they came back they were barely seated in the car when they opened fire on 
us from both sides. I lay down flat in the back of the car until they ceased fire. I 
looked around the car which was riddled with bullets holes, the gospel music still 
playing in the background. A few minutes later Gavin died. That was the day I 
changed my life. That was the example of what my  future looked like. I had a high 
rank with the 26’s. I was an officer and so it was my job to give orders, but God came 
to save me, and now there are no more orders to give.   

Wilfrid’s story
There is such a strong sense of Us and Them when it comes to gangs and the 
community. Gang identity is so strong and obvious for both insiders and outsiders. I 
spent twenty years with the Americans. When you have been involved with gang 
activities for so long it becomes such a big part of your identity. It’s all you have ever 
known and been. Changing is a daily battle. Now you have to find a new identity and 
step into that. That can be hard you know. But the good in your life and your sense of 
purpose makes it easier. My life serves as an example for others that change is 
possible and that keeps me going. We provide hope for the hopeless.  

Thank you to all those who have come to fundraising events or given donations.    
Fundraising is a little above the Project Team’s expectations and this is most 

encouraging
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Winter is here and our energy bills rise as we set about staying 
warm.   Growing up, I recall the whole family living in the one 
room with a fire  during waking hours in winter. The spread of 
central heating has brought one of the greatest changes in my lifetime 
including greater carbon footprints, so here are 4 things one can do to reduce 
those footprints and still stay warm.  
✓ Draw curtains early, even before evening in bedrooms and other rooms 

not in use. Curtains are as good as double glazing.

✓ Use gas for heating rather than electricity if you have the option. Despite 
increases in renewable electricity, more than twice the carbon dioxide is 
still emitted by electricity than gas. 

✓ Turn temperature controls down in bedrooms and set boilers to come off 
before you go to bed. All rooms take a while to cool down. 

✓ Put on that extra sweater or cardigan

The annual RSPB Birdwatch will take place over 
the 3 days, Saturday 25th to Monday 27th

January. Since 1979 the RSPB have invited 
people to spend just one hour watching for the 
birds that come into their gardens and let them 
know which species have come and the 
maximum number of each species at any one 
time. Almost half a million people sent in results 
last year and the results help show which species 
are endangered and need help. Last year song 
thrushes, lovely birds, fell in numbers again.  

Richard Balmer

Saving heat 

I came across recyclable crackers for the first time last Christmas.   
They are ‘Spirit of Christmas Crackers’ made by Duni.  Duni
donate 7% of the price to the Homelessness Charity, Shelter.    
Everything is recyclable – except (I hope) the jokes

In September we had a gardeners Tea Party to thank 
all those that had helped upgrade the Church 
Gardens, Here are some of those that undertook the 
jobs required.

During the Afternoon we chatted about what we 
would like to see happen in the next year and 
hopefully you will see some differences in some parts 
of the Gardens. Although the growing season has 
finished there is a lot of trimming back to be done as 
well as removing some of the annual plants.

Peter Stoakley
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Prayers from Earlswood 

❖ Pray for discovery of those with the gifts and time to 
be new stewards

❖ Pray for our trainee local preachers and  worship 
leaders (Joyce Mason, Pat Fowler & Pat Stait)

❖ Pray for the ‘Round the Tree’ Christmas Social 
Gatherng 7pm on Tues 17th Dec open to all the Green 
Team

❖ We give thanks for new faces, including those from 
Cheswick Green Church & BB

❖ We give thanks for the Toddler Group meeting on 
Monday mornings at Earlswood and pray for its 
growth.

Revd Vicki Atkinson

Bring along a Christmas song/story/poem you 
would like to share (approx 5 mins or less)  or just 

come to listen enjoy the fellowship.

Tuesday 17th December
7-9pm

Earlswood Methodist Church 
(Corner of Wood Lane & Rumbush Lane, B94 5JR)

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS – If possible it would be 
appreciated if you could let us know you are 

planning to attend for catering purposes (especially 
if you have any allergies 

or special dietary requirements).

CONTACT: Mrs Pat Fowler
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After all the excitement of Christmas, the New Year's Day walk will be a very 
local affair suitable for all ages from 80+ pensioners like myself to toddlers 
in pushchairs with a promise of no mud or stiles. We will leave the

Church car park at 10.30 am 

and make our way through three parklands of Solihull, starting with Tudor 
Grange Park, across to Malvern Park, via Rectory Road, then seamlessly into 
Brueton Park. From the car park on Warwick Road we will then return along 
"the cuttings" which start behind the gardens of the big houses on Warwick 
Road running directly into Solihull centre.

After this adventure, refreshments are available thanks to the hospitality of 
Anne and Peter Stoakley at 24 Milcote Road (an easy walk from the church 
car park), where soup and mince pies will be on offer.

Further details will follow nearer the 
time, but in the meantime please 
ringmark this important date in your 
diary.

Martin Cooke.

The Prattle was started 15 years ago by Lawrie Rumens.  Today there are well over 
500 readers each week and almost every week more come on board.   They are also in 
so many countries around the world. Some have never been to our Church yet find a 
fellowship with us. 
It works because everyone reads it and contribute by telling Lawrie what is going on.

Thank you Lawrie 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://hbdchick.wordpress.com/2011/08/29/happy-birthday-to-me/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Dean Taylor
Children and Youth worker 

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Rev Andrew Orton
Minister

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, Sue Kelley,

Rev Andrew Orton and  Lawrie Rumens  
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
January Messenger items is 12th January 

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

There are multiple opportunities to join in with Carol Singing 
this year and you are welcome to join some or all of them?
More details from Diane Webb or Peter Stoakley.

Care Homes
We will visit 4 of the care home where Generations Outreach 
regularly hold services..

Tues 17th December 11am (TBC) Tudor Lodge

Wed 18th December
• 2.30pm Star and Garter
Meet at Solihull Methodist 2pm due to limited

parking.

• 6.00 pm   Solihull Hospital – around the wards

Thurs 19th December 10.30am   Newholme Gardens 

Pop-up Carol Singing

Wed 11th December 7pm Starting at Peter and Anne Stoakley

Mon 16th December 7pm Starting at Marjorie Evans

Carol Singing outside the Station
Contact Peter Stoakley.

Friday 20th December 4.30pm -6.30pm
Saturday 21st December 4.30pm -6.30pm
Monday 23rd December 4.30pm -6.30pm

Andrew our minister is currently unwell.  
Please refer pastoral issues to Chris Giles and other 

issues to the office. 
Please remember Andrew and Carl in our prayers. 

Stop Press



December Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Chris Giles
10.30  Toy Service 
and Parade Fiona 
Beadle
3.00 pm Blessing 
the Crib, Mell 
Square
4.00 pm   
Parliamentary 
Hustings 
8.00 Prayer Space

2
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

3
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

4
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

5
1.00 Recital
2.00 Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

6
1.00  Soupa Talks 
Christmas Lunch
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

7
7.00   Out of the 
Blue concert for 
the church 
project

8
10.30  Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Donald Ker

9
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

10
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

11
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton 

13
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

14
9.00 Saturday 
Dads

15 
10.30  Morning 
Service   Ruth Keast

6.30  Candlelight 
carols   Rev Peter 
Bates

16
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows
7.00 Around the 
Tree - Earlswood

18
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

19
2.00 Thursday café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

20
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

21

22
10.30 Lessons and 
Carols   Rev Nigel 
Collinson

23 24 Christmas 
Eve
3.30pm Messy Crib 
Service  
11.15pm  Midnight 
Communion    Revs 
Chris Giles and Peter 
Bates  

25 Christmas 
Day

10.30 Christmas 
Celebration  Rev 
Chris Giles

26 27 28

29
10.30   Morning 
Service  Revd
Donald Ker

30 31

14

For Solihull see above
1st December 8th December 15th December  22nd December 29th December

Dorridge 9:30 am C Hague 

Dorridge 10:30 am T McClelland C Hague V Atkinson C Hague 

Dorridge 4:00 pm C Hague 6:30 pm C Hague

Earlswood 10:00 am E Fawthrop J Keast V Atkinson J Mason 

Shirley 10:30 am C Hague C Hague Communion M Freeman J Wadsworth

Shirley 6:30 pm S Uwimana V Atkinson N Jones Candlelight carols

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings V Atkinson K Hawkings C Hague N Jones



January Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
N Y Day Walk

2 3 4

5
9.00  Holy 
Communion Rev 
Donald Ker
10.30  Morning 
worship  Rev 
Martin Freeman
8.00 Prayer Space

6
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair 
club
7.30      Scouts

7
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15 Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

8
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00  Soupa Talks

9
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

10
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

11
9.00 Saturday 
Dads

12 
10.30  Covenant 
and Holy 
Communion  Rev 
Andrew Orton

13
10.15    Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

14
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

15
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

16
9.30   Ramble
2.00 Thursday Café
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

17
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

18

19
10.30 Morning 
service Rev Peter 
Bates

20
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

21
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

22
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee
1.00 Soupa Talks

23
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

24
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

25
3.30  Messy 
Church
7.00 Burns Night 
Supper

26
10.30   Morning 
Service Rev 
Andrew Orton

12.30 Church Lunch

1.30 Church Family 
Meeting

6.30  Healing and 
Communion  Rev 
David Butterworth

27
10.15 Pushchair 
club
1.15 Pushchair club
7.30      Scouts

28
9.30  Holy          
Communion
10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

29
10.00  Morning

prayers
10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

30
6.00  Beavers
6.30  Cubs
8.15  Badminton

31
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

15

5th January 12th January 19th January 26th January 

Dorridge 9:00 am C Hague 

Dorridge 10:30 am T McClelland Own 
arrangement

C Hague C Hague

Dorridge 6:00 pm C Hague 

Earlswood 10:00 am V Atkinson A Wildbur E Russell A Bidnell

Shirley 10:30 am A Orton / C Hague C Hague A Orton J Keast

Shirley 6:30 pm C Sibanda N Johnson J Mason A Orton 

Trinity 

Monkspath

10:00 am K Hawkings V Atkinson K Hawkings E Fawthrop

For Solihull see above



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who filled a shoebox 
- 85 collected this year. However you contributed - from 
filling shoeboxes, donating financially, providing 'fillers' 
or knitting hats - an amazing 275 - your support is hugely 
appreciated.

The shoeboxes will be going to Eastern Europe -
probably Romania and Belarus - and will bring much joy 
and happiness to many needy children this Christmas.

Please continue to support this worthwhile cause by 
donating 'filler' items (see leaflet for ideas) during the 
year - boxes available in the church vestibule and church 
hall foyer.

To all those dedicated knitters - THANK YOU and keep 
knitting! Patterns for hats, purses, bags etc always 
available in the church vestibule and on the church hall 
notice boards. There is more information and videos on 
the Teams4U website.

Chris Cooke

When did you last go to a Beetle Drive. Yes me as well - yet going back in time these events 
were a regular money raiser for all the family.  Ironically we were not allowed a whist drive 
since the Methodist church then classed card games as games of chance. Yet they were 
happy with a Beetle drive with its dice! 

So what fun it was then to go for a teatime “Drive” for Camp Joy with the added promise that 
this included a Baked Potato Supper. What a superb mixture literally, all ages having fun 
together. Where else can you go now other than Church families to find no generation gap –
everyone simply having fun together and meeting new people as we were promoted or 
relegated to a new table after each round? 

What a wide spread of scores at the end with the lowest for the evening being just over 60 
and the highest a massive 109.   Well done Helen Reynolds who had the highest score.  Also  
very well done the organising team. 

Lawrie Rumens A rush from the children 
to  receive sweets  at the 

end

All ages at the tables Chris Giles presenting the prize to Helen Reynolds, the winner


