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Special services and study for 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday 14 April 10.30 am  

Holy Communion
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Holy Week Bible Study: Gethsemane

Tuesday 16 April – 4.30 – 5.30 pm in MW Room
Holy Week Bible Study:  The Trials
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Maundy Thursday 18 April 
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with Holy Communion

Good Friday 19 April 
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12 – 3.00 pm  Church Open for Prayer 
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7.30 pm Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday 21 April
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9.00 am Breakfast
10.30 am Easter Celebration and 

Communion



Thank you
We would like to thank those members of the church family 
who supported us with prayer, practical help and friendly 
messages during Clive’s recent stay in Heartlands Hospital
Clive is home now but requires the help of carers who come 
during the day to attend to his needs.  We are adjusting to a 
very different way of life but with God’s help we will cope.
Our love and thanks to you all

Clive and Freda Saunders

Death
We are sorry to announce the 
death of Valerie Costard.   
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and friends.
There will be an obituary in the 
May Messenger.

Chris Pickles celebrates his
80th birthday in April 

Please bring a few flowers to church 
on Easter Sunday morning to 

decorate the Easter Cross

Molly Bird celebrated her
90th birthday in March.
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A full church, buzzing with anticipation, greeted the friends and family of 
Zoe Polson and Michael Baker on their wedding day at the beginning of 
March. Red and white was the theme and a procession  of beautiful 
bridesmaids, flower girls and smart pageboys preceded the bride down the 
aisle. 

Chris Giles led the service and set the scene of celebration encouraging 
everyone to make the congregational response as wholehearted as possible. 
Well known hymns, most appropriate readings and thoughtful prayers were 
all part of a service in which everyone took part with family and friends 
leading the way. 

When talking to the bride and groom in readiness for the marriage Michael 
had told Chris that to him marriage meant ‘joining us together for life’ and 
Chris reminded everyone of the reading which spoke of getting the perfect 
relationship. She reminded everyone of the need to keep working at it -
good marriages do not just happen. God has a plan for you both she told 
them, and you can watch it unfold. 

During the signing of the register Charlie Branson sang ‘Flying without 
Wings’ by Westlife, and ‘Perfect’ from Ed Sheeran which had the 
congregation applauding, many with lumps in their throats or a tear in their 
eye. 

A wonderful wedding, enjoyed by everyone – and bless him, the littlest 
pageboy slept through most of it! 

Lawrie Rumens
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Are we sitting comfortably?

But where shall I put the horse? As I write this, I am 
looking forward (and at the same time, not looking 
forward) to going to the Birmingham District’s 
Presbyterial Synod. That is the local body through 
which I exercise my accountability to the Conference 
as a minister of the Methodist Church. ‘What is a 
Presbyter?’ I hear you say. Well, I know someone who 
wrote what I think was a good report of the 
Conference with that title (me!). When we decided 
that our deacons were a complementary but separate 
order of ministry to those of us who are ministers of 
word, sacrament and pastoral responsibility, we also 
decided to call them ‘ministers’. So then we needed a 
new word for people like me. Actually we found an old 
word. I am an ordained minister but, when we need to 
be more specific, I am minister who is a presbyter, 
rather than a minister who is a deacon. 

‘But what’s that got to do with horses?’, you cry. Well, 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Mr 
Wesley’s Helpers (the earliest name for ministers in 
Methodism) were sent out to do a circuit of a group of 
Methodist societies in a particular area of the country 
and then return to base. They visited the societies to 
preach, teach and oversee how they were looking 
after each other and any chapels they had, and how 
they were growing in holiness both inwardly and in 
their lives in the cities, towns or villages. 

Travelling round, they were itinerant; and, of course, 
they travelled by horse back. A friend of mine has 
checked John Wesley’s letters and diaries and 
discovered that he reports falling off his horse on very 
few occasions - surprisingly so, considering that he 
used to let go of the reins and read, or even write 
letters and edit documents as he rode. 

When the Helpers became unable to do all the 
travelling, they were given permission to sit down, in 
other words to get off their horse and settle down. So 
as we approach retirement, we still ask for permission 
to ‘sit down’. We ask through the Presbyterial District 
Synod, but it is the Conference which decides whether 
permission will be granted or not. If it is granted, we 
remain as ordained ministers still under the discipline 
of the Conference and accountable to it, but we are 
released from the normal requirements of stationing; 

in other, words, we are no longer counted in the 
number of those who are in the active work, who can 
be sent to the circuits and required to look after 
particular churches. In that sense, we become 
supernumeraries. We have a splendid group of these 
horse-less wonders at Solihull!

So I am moving towards joining their number. I am too 
busy at the moment to think much about it. But I am 
starting to realise that this is not about ceasing to be a 
minister, but moving on to the next stage of my 
vocation as a minister. That is not quite the same thing 
as having a calling to be permanently on holiday. But 
the trouble is that I cannot envisage very well what it 
will entail, or, worse, how I will feel about it. 
Somehow, I think that I shall be re-learning the prayer 
in the Covenant Service, “let me be laid aside for you”.  
Or, to put it another way, it might be a sort of death 
and (I hope) resurrection which will be accompanied 
by a breaking into new life. 

New life, of course, both enlivens us and comforts us, 
but it also discomforts us by splitting the wine skins of 
our old ways of dealing with things.  One of the 
hardest gifts to receive is that of an open future. We 
would much prefer certainty before we agree to do 
anything. Without it, we do not even know how to 
decide what to do. This is true for all of us as 
individuals. But it is also true for us as communities 
and countries. At the moment, I am probably thinking 
about what it means to become a supernumerary in 
order to avoid worrying about our failures to deal with 
the open future provided by the referendum decision 
in favour of Brexit. As I write this, we have had several 
weeks of indecision and struggle, and it may still be 
going on when you read it. 

Yet when you read this we shall also be approaching 
Easter. Jesus wrestled with an open future in 
Gethsemane as he faced losing everything he knew in 
going to the cross. Could he trust enough in God that 
he would be raised to new life, even though he could 
not know in advance how? 

Can we travel that journey with him? Are we open to 
new life? Or are we sitting too comfortably? 

Easter greetings to you all.



4

A Holiday in the Gambia means a visit to The Kebba
Jarjou Memorial Nursery School in the Wellingara, one of 
the poorest and most heavily populated districts of The 
Gambia’s largest city, Seracunda.

Times are hard for the families living there with recent 
huge increases in the price of bread, oil, electricity and 
water. The average wage is £48 a month and a bag of 
rice is now £18. Many families cook just one meal a day. 

Education is not free, though girls’ places are funded at 
primary school level by the government. State education 
begins at 7 years of age but there are nursery schools 
such as Kebba Jarjou that provide nursery education 
from the age of 3. Children attending these schools have 
a tremendous advantage as, by the time they enter 
primary school, they have the disciplines of school and 
have started to learn and write English which is crucial 
for the children’s future development if they wish to be 
involved in tourism which is an important element in the 
Gambian economy.

The school has a Registration fee of £10 which includes a 
T shirt and 2 school badges for their uniform, provision of 
educational material and health and welfare care.

Against the economic background £10 is a large chunk of 
a month’s wages when there are more essential calls on 
a family’s income. Consequently the number of children 
entering the school recently have dropped.

This year supporters within the church have already 
funded 13 places and so far 8 families have taken 
advantage of the offer. We are looking to fund next 
September’s intake of 30 children so that families can 
give their children a good start. Parents that make this 

commitment still have to pay a termly fee of £8.

Our aim is to make the school a beacon in the district 
with a clean welcoming environment and we have plans 
to redecorate the school and improve the school signs.

The headteacher and the staff are making a concerted 
effort to encourage parents to promote the school in the 
neighbourhood so they can continue their important 
work with poorer families to improve children’s horizons.

Bryan Fitter   

The Church Council met on Monday 25th February. The 
main headlines are that the Church Council 

• Adopted the Annual Report and Accounts for the year 
ending 31 August 2018.

• Adopted a Reserves Policy.

• Agreed an Administration Project, which means Janice 
will be working extra hours up until August 2019.

• Approved the provisional budget for 2019/20. There is a 
projected deficit for 2019/20 of £26,940.

• Authorised the repairs identified in the Quinquennial 
report and other essential repairs with £5,000 from next 
year’s allocation to cover the costs.

• Approved the erection of new signage on the front of 
the church facing Blossomfield Road.

• Directed the Church Life and Mission Committee to 
continue the work on initiatives they had suggested and 

to hold an Angel Project this Christmas. This will involve 
putting knitted angels into the community for people to 
find. If you want more information please speak to Fiona 
Beadle.

• Received reports from Churches Together in Solihull, the 
Greener Church Group, Church Life and Mission 
Committee and the Communications Group.

• Learnt we had 284 full members in November 2017. We 
have lost 10 through death and gained 12 by transfer, 
giving a total of 286 in November 2018.

• Agreed that the Church Project for 2019/2020 will be 
Camp Joy. This will support the rehabilitation of 
substance abusers and former gangland members by 
funding the refurbishment of the washroom and toilets 
at Camp Joy, Cape Town.   Mike Crockett, minister here 
2009-14, is a counsellor at Camp Joy 

Helen Banks, Church Council Secretary

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, 
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
May Messenger items is 8th April
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The thing about daffodils is that in the depth 
of winter, when we are just about fed up with 
being cold and wet, they pop up in the 
garden with a bound of enthusiasm and make 
us smile again. So it is with the Daffodil Choir. 
When outside it is wet, the car park is full, 
and we fancy a grumble they bound onto the 
stage (well hobble some of them!) smile, bob 
up and down when they are singing - and well 
they simply put the smiles back on our faces. 
They are the ultimate antidote to the winter 
blues. 

The church was packed, Andrew went to the 
piano and our very good friend Stephen 
Perrin leapt onto the podium and we were 
off. 

I am not going through the programme. It 
was songs from the shows that we 
remember. Well yes there was a Sting song, 
and a piece by Rutter but we were 
transported to the glamorous world of the 
stage. Were your feet tapping?   Mine were. 

Were your hands and fingers bobbing along? Mine were. Were you 
singing and humming? I was. 

A simply fabulous recital by a bunch of sheer enthusiasts. 

Lawrie Rumens

With the pie and beans came the interval round with 30 points 
at stake. This took you on a European holiday through art, 
satisfying artists and places with the added bonus for the best 
estimate of the tour distance starting and finishing in 
Birmingham. With an actual distance of 4001 miles answers 
ranged from 2700 to 8000. Yup, that older team were so close 
to the right answer. 

Back to business, no time for nodding off, rounds followed on 
Food and Drink, On this day (events through the ages that 
actually happened on March 9th), the Bible (would the clergy 
cover themselves with glory or egg?), Plants and Gardens and 
General Knowledge. The jokers came out and earnt well in the 
Bible round.

It was  a fun evening, which had been testing in places ended 
with well over £600 added to our church project pot. The 
winners? The Nannas and Poppas clinched it with a flawless 
interval round and its bonus, and then a full score in the Bible 
with their joker. At the other end there was real competition 
for the team that supported everyone else in the table. But 
with a spectacularly poor last round the Project (No) Hopers 
truly lived up to their name just below The Ever Hopefuls who 
were clearly right to be!

Well done all, very good scores all round and lots of fun, 
laughter and of course groans when the answers were given.   
A good reward for a lot of work by a lot of people.

Lawrie Rumens

The church project fund raiser attracted good 
numbers.    The team names had all their usual irony 
and wit. The Nannas and the Poppas showed 
something of their average age, whilst the Project 
(No) Hopers showed they had read what we were 
raising money for and had a realistic view of their 
prospects.     All Thoughts should have been dressed 
as Bertie Bassets, whilst Collapsed Scrum probably 
indicated what happens to retired players. 

With electronic scoreboard they were off.  With Bryan 
in the chair, they tackled Local Knowledge (not a lot!) 
Geography, History, Music and Sport. Each team had a 
joker and by pie and beans time only 2 had been 
played.

Winning Team



David

Sunday 7 April 
10.30 am

Our morning service will consist of readings and other 
explorations of the links between the ‘Passover’ meal 
commemorating the Exodus and the ‘Lord’s Supper’, 

remembering the last meal Jesus shared with his 
disciples before his death. They will be supported by 
musical items from Roger Jones’s ‘From Pharaoh to 
Freedom’ sung by the community choir, as well as 

congregational hymns and prayers.

The Passover theme will be picked up on Maundy 
Thursday when we shall share in a simple Passover meal 
as it may have been in the time of Jesus. It was at that 
meal that he shared in his Last Supper with the disciples, 
so we shall follow it with a simple communion service 
whilst we sit around the tables. 

Maundy Thursday 18 April 
7.30 pm
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In the last couple of years two members of SMASH 
have been diagnosed with Parkinson's disease at a 
relatively young age. SMASH has taken the Parkinson's 
UK charity to its heart. 
As a fund raiser there is a Quiz Night on 

Saturday 6th April,

starting at 7pm. 
All are welcome, you don't have to be a member of 
SMASH, or even have seen one of our shows! 
The event is to raise funds for Parkinson's UK and also 
to show our love and support for those who suffer 
from this terrible disease. 

Tickets are £10 
and include a fish and chip supper. 

They are available from James Coleman and other 
members of the SMASH Committee. 
We are hoping for a very enjoyable evening, so please 
come and join us in supporting this important charity. 

How often do you meet?
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 
Jon and Helen Banks’ house.

How many people come?
Altogether there are 12 of us and attendance varies 
between 6 and 12.

What do you talk about?
We use Bible study notes to explore and deepen our faith 
through bible reading and discussions. Currently we are 
half way through the series “The Story of God and Man.” 
This is looking at the relationship between God and 
certain characters in the bible beginning with Adam and 
Eve and ending with looking at Revelation. In the past we 
have looked at the Methodist publication “A Place to Call 
Home.” This linked in really well with the church project 
on homelessness and led to many interesting and 
thought-provoking discussions. 

What else do you do?
Every year we provide one of the Fellowship lunches 
which enables us to meet other members of the church 
who we might not otherwise do. We have also taken part 
in the Christmas tree festival and more recently the 
Festival of Angels where some of our members made the 
selfie angel. Last year we were fortunate to take a 
service. This was very interesting to do and used the 
many talents of our group. 

What’s the best thing that you do?
We offer a safe place for people to discuss their faith. We 
are able to share our joys and concerns with each other, 
which can then be prayed for. 

We do have space in our group so if you are looking for a 
housegroup, please feel free to talk to Jon or myself.

Helen Banks
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Richard Balmer

Boxes, bags, napkins, cups made from recycled paper
More items are coming on the market made of recycled paper and plastic. A company 
called Ambican produces boxes, bags, food trays, cups and all other kinds of containers, 
and items like napkins, plates and plastic cutlery. Supplied in bulk, on line, the prices 
appear competitive. Have a look and, especially if you belong to an organisation using 
large amounts of any of these items, encourage them to try some. The web site is 
www.ambican.com

Plastics? What can be recycled?

Plastic is not one material but a huge range, from bakelite to polystyrene and lots 
between. Much cannot be recycled at present: it is too difficult or expensive and 
there are no markets. It is still important to separate what can and cannot be 
recycled and there is an American ‘triangle’ scheme which is helpful. Often you can 
find a small (sometimes very small) triangle on an item with a number 1 to 7 inside 
(and sometimes letters beneath).
Those with a  1, 2 and 5 can be recycled; 3, 4, 6 and 7 not.

Some common uses are:

1 PET (or PETE) Water and other drinks and liquids bottles

2 HDPE A softer plastic than PET used for milk, household cleaners etc  

3 PVC Very common in guttering, window frames, sheathing electric cables but also used for bubble wrap and 
packaging

4 LDPE A flexible plastic typically used for 5p shopping bags, shrink wrapping, magazine sleeves

5 PP Bottle tops, straws, yoghurt pots, food containers

6 PS (Polystyrene) disposable cups, insulation, packaging.  

7 Other (sometimes PC) Everything else. 

Do look for these triangles, note the kind of plastic they are, and use this knowledge to recycle similar items even if the 
triangle is absent.

Big New Year Recycle: 
Another thankyou
A huge bundle of wool, double the amount in 2019, was 
collected this year along with 26 pairs of shoes and yet 
another Transit Van load of tools. 

Well done to all donors, and thankyou. 

Jewellery, Foreign Currency etc. 
still being collected 
Though, sadly, we no longer 
have a Traidcraft stall, John 
and Linda (Innes) are still 
collecting unwanted jewellery,
foreign coins and notes, 
digital cameras, MP3 players, 
computers and other electronic devices.   All except 
computers go to Recycling for Good Causes in Tamworth with 
any profit going to Traidcraft Exchange.   Computers go to 
TWAM who are able to wipe the hard disc clean.

The Circuit is hoping all churches will send a 
representative to share ideas on ways to better 

care for our environment.

A meeting will be held at Carrs Lane on 
Tuesday 9th April from 7.30 – 9.00 pm

Recycling boxes – Church 
Vestibule

Don’t forget there are boxes for recycling (glasses, 
batteries and printer cartridges) in the Church 

Vestibule (pulpit side).

http://www.ambican.com/
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One of the great things 
at EN.R.G youth group, 
alongside learning more 
about God is having fun.

Here are some 
recent photos of us 

playing our 
favourite game:

best Egyptian 
mummy 

competition.
Amber and Ruby
won!

Dates for your 
diary

Open Gardens

Sunday 14th April
2.30 – 5.00 pm 

Cabaret Time

Saturday 27th April
7.00 pm

Do you enjoy knitting?  

Would you like to learn to 
knit?

Do you have friends who like 
knitting? 

Would you like to help us 
Share  God’s  love and bless 
our community at Christmas 
time with the gift of a knitted
angel carrying a Christmas 

message from our church?

Building on the success of similar projects at Shirley 
Methodist Church and other Methodist Churches we are 
encouraging our church family, friends and those using our 
premises to help us reach out to the local community around 
Christmas.  

We need lots of people to be involved as we hope to 
distribute 1000 knitted angels in public spaces for people to 
find and take away. Each angel will have a gift tag with a 
simple Christmas message from our church.  We could also 
give angels to members of our own church community who 
are sick or housebound. 

For further information or a copy of the simple knitting or 
crochet pattern, please speak to Fiona Beadle or e-mail 
xmas.angel@solihull-methodist.org.uk

Fiona Beadle

Christmas Angel project  

calling all knitters!

mailto:xmas.angel@solihull-methodist.org.uk


9

Wed 1 May 9.35 am Coach Trip to Bletchley Park 
Bletchley Park was once the top-secret home of the World War Two 
Codebreakers. 75 years on, discover Bletchley Park’s top secret D-Day role 
The coach will leave SMC at 9.35 am and arrive back at 5.45 pm 
The cost will be £35 (includes entrance to Bletchley Park 

Wed 26 June 10.30am Coach Trip to David Austin Roses 
The National Collection of English Roses is held in David Austin’s gardens at 
Albrighton. The Renaissance Garden is perhaps the most beautiful of all the 
gardens, and is devoted to English Roses. 
The coach will leave SMC at 10.30 am and arrive back at 5.00 pm. 
The cost is £23 (this includes tea and scones) 

Wed 31 July 11.30am Coach trip to Gladstone 
Pottery Museum 

Stoke-on-Trent is world famous for its pottery and no visit to the city would 
be complete without experiencing this unique museum. Discover how bone 
china tableware was made in the original workshops and giant bottle kilns of 
the former Gladstone China Works, now preserved as the last complete 
Victorian pottery factory in the country 
The coach will leave SMC at 11.30 am and get back at 5,30 pm. 

The cost is £22 (includes a formal tour) 

For Information and to book, contact 
Bryan Fitter –

Please make cheques payable to Solihull Methodist 
Soupa Talks 
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church 
Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

2020 will be a significant year for our town - the 800th Anniversary of St Alphege Church. 

This fact came to light at a recent 
meeting of Churches Together in 
Central Solihull and we thought  it 
certainly was cause for a joint 
celebration! In those days of course this 
church would have represented all local 
Christians. 

A joint celebration
In the following discussion we focussed on the impact of 
Christianity in our town 'then and now'.  We saw a 
chance to publicise and invite people to current 
initiatives and activities associated with all our churches 
whilst at the same time highlighting the faithfulness of 
the community at St Alphege over the centuries.  

A link was spotted with an idea from our own Church Life 
and Mission Committee for a public celebration of 
Pentecost.  Extending the theme of the anniversary 
celebrations right back to the 'Birth of the Church' in 
Jerusalem was attractive to many. It would focus 
attention on another aspect of our common heritage, 
give us a chance to tell the story of Pentecost in public 
and provide another excuse (if we needed one) for a 
birthday party!  

Some people had experience of planning previous events 
in Malvern Park and so the use of the park was suggested 
- a 'Party in the Park'.  This has since been approved by 
Solihull Council and 'pencilled in' for Pentecost 2020.  

For the whole town
We hope that we can bring this vision into reality by 
gathering together a wide range of people from our 
communities with a range of talents to offer. There is 
potential to involve local schools, colleges and 
businesses. We would also like to 
invite/involve those of other 
faiths through our links to 
the Faiths Forum. 

We are taking the first tentative 
steps. Please pray that our 
enthusiasm for this vision will 
bear fruit and do consider getting
involved in any way you can as 

we go forward. 
Marjorie Roper 

The Christian Aid 
Coffee Morning

Saturday 11th May
10.00 – 2.00 pm

All the usual stalls. 
Coffee, lunches and plants



April Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

3.00 Lent Retreat

7.30      Scouts

2

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

3
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.-00 Lent Lunch 
at Christ Church 

4
11.00 Lent Group

1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

5

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

6

7

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Donald Ker 

10.30  Morning 
worship    Revd
Ken Howcroft

4.30 Lent Group

8.00 Prayer Space

8

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

3.00 Lent Retreat

7.30      Scouts

9
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

7.30  Circuit Green 
meeting

10
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12.00 Lent Lunch at 
Christ Church

1.00 Soupa Talks  
Mad Hatters

11

11.00 Lent Group

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

.

12

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

13

No  Saturday Dads

14

10.30  Holy 
communion  Rev 
{eter Bates

1.30  Circuit Farm 
trip

2.30  Open Spring 
Gardens for 
Church Project

15

4.30 Holy Week 
study

16

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

4.30   Holy Week 
study

17

10.00  Morning
prayers

4.30   Holy Week 
study

18  Maundy 
Thursday
9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café  

7.30  Passover 
Meal and 
communion

19   Good 
Friday 

11.00 Walk of 
Witness 

12 – 3.00 Church 
open

7.30  Good Friday 
service

20

21   Easter 
Sunday 

8.00 Holy 
communion

9.00  Easter 
breakfast

10.30 Easter 
Celebration Revd
Ken Howcroft

22 23
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

24

10.00  Morning
prayers

25

8.15  Badminton

26 27

3.30 Messy Church

7.00 Cabaret for 
Church Project

28

10.30   Morning 
Service  Linda 
Ramcharry

6.30   Healing and 
Communion  
Revddonal Ker

29

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair club

7.30      Scouts

31

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

31

10.00  Morning
prayers
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The Paris Challenge 

On 3rd March, our church played host to the District Thinking Day event. 
Around 80 Rainbows, Brownies and Guides spent the afternoon exploring 
different aspects of Paris: making stained glass windows for Sacre Coeur, 
learning to sew fleur de lis, playing music on handbells, building their own 
towers inspired by the Tour Eiffel, creating Mickey Mouse ears for 
Disneyland, practising some French phrases, and making fruit tarts. 
Everyone earned their Paris Challenge badge and it is wonderful to be able 
to share our building with the wider Girlguiding family. Money was raised 
for the International Guide Association.

Pancake Party

Once again, we welcomed families and friends, as well as our friends in the 
church, for a celebration of Shrove Tuesday. Over 150 pancakes were hand-
cooked and served by the parents and grandparents of two Brownies. 
People tried a variety of toppings from the traditional lemon and sugar, to 
Nutella, golden syrup and even maple syrup. The Brownies were glad to 
include their siblings and other visiting children in parachute games, 
pancake crafts and pancake games, such as a “flip the pancake” race, and 
collecting paper pancakes on serving spoons! Thank you to everyone who 
attended, especially the Crowford family chefs. 

Linda Bates


