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Saturday 29 Sept Project launch with  
International Tea 

Tuesday 6 Nov John Whitehead brings the 
one man play on Churchill’s 
last hours and afternoon tea

Saturday 1 Dec Out of the Blue –Big Band 
Concert

Saturday 19 Jan Skittles evening with Fish and 
Chips

Saturday 9 March Quiz evening with Lyons Pies

Dates are being 
finalised

Spring Gardens Open Day

Cabaret Time

A Choir with no name -
Concert
The Big Fun Fest and Triathlon

Programme of Events
We hope you will be able to join in these exciting 
events  and activities planned through the year to 

raise funds and awareness to give desperate people…
New Life and New Hope

Community Sponsorship of Refugees

The new Church Project cont

In 2016 the Birmingham District on the Methodist 
Church started its initiative to pioneer the introduction 
of Community Sponsorship of Refugees in the UK.

On behalf of the Methodist Council it has worked with 
national and local government and charitable 
organisations to provide new life and hew hope for 
refugee families. 

Their scheme is now successfully adopted in 
Birmingham and is being introduced to other supportive 
organisations throughout the country

This new and innovative approach harnesses the power 
of local communities to provide affordable homes and 
with the care and support families need to create new 
and successful lives for themselves

The first family under this initiative came to us in 
February 2018.   Many lessons have been learnt and 
have already been passed on to other organisations 
planning their own support for families

In Birmingham we are ready to welcome more families

The Government requires sufficient funds and support 
network lodged per each family adult to ensure that 
invited families can be supported successfully until they 
are fully independent

This project aims to raise awareness of the need and of 
the initiative  and to provide significant funds for new 
families to start

New Lives with New Hope

Saturday 29th September
3.00—5.00 pm (drop in any time) 

In the church 
Tickets (£5) on sale in the hall after church 

during September  

Project Hope
Bringing New Life and New Hope

The Refugee Plight

Today, from an estimated pre-war population of 22
million, more than 6 million are internally displaced within
Syria, and around 5 million are refugees outside Syria. The
vast majority of the latter are hosted by countries
neighbouring Syria.

It is not just Syria. There are refugees across our world
whose lives have been disrupted and destroyed by war,
religious divide, drought and famine.
The Methodist Church is recognised locally and nationally 
as a church that cares, champions, and takes real actions. 
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Golden Weddings

Roy and Barbara Gibson 
were married on 22 June 
1968 at Rickmansworth 
Baptist Church.

Mike and Doreen Lee were married at 
Shirley Methodist church on 17th

August 1968 by Revd John Lakin Smith.

Chris and Ann Pickles were married at 
Warley Woods Methodist Church, 
Bearwood, Smethwick on 31st August 
1968.Valerie and Michael Willett celebrating their Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary with their grandchildren and great grandchildren who had 
travelled from all around the globe to be there

Ruby Mae brought her mum 
Aimee with her with other 
supporters for her baptism. How 
interesting to hear that some years 
ago Peter Bates baptised Aimee 
who is Buf Bufton’s grand 
daughter.



Alan Stone
Peter Bates led the funeral service for Alan and he pointed 

out that it was just a year ago that we  gathered to celebrate 

Jean’s life.   Alan’s passing had come as a shock since only a 

month ago he had been at the Men’s Coffee morning but we 

have to be grateful that he did not suffer for long and that he 

would now be reunited with Jean.

Alan was born in 1932 in Daybrook, a suburb of Arnold, just 

outside Nottingham.   He was an only child but had a large 

extended family.   Although it was a coal mining area Alan did 

not follow the local trend but went into the textile industry.    

He trained at colleges in Nottingham which taught the Textile 

trade.   As was customary of the time he had to do National 

Service  and was an air radar mechanic.   He went to Montreal 

as part of an operation called Operation Bechers Brook, 

whereby 1376 Canadair Sabre Jet Fighters were ferried to the 

UK in 10 convoys.   He returned with a suitcase full of tinned 

salmon!

He started work at ICI fibres in Pontypool.    He met Jean 

through the Holiday Fellowship (husband finders!) walking 

group.   They had a long distance relationship for some time,  

married in 1958 and had just settled into a 2 bedroom house 

in Cwmbran when Alan was offered a 3 year secondment to 

New Zealand.    The timing was difficult as Jean was pregnant, 

but after Robert was born in 1959 they set off with their new 

baby for New Zealand and spent 3 happy years there. During 

that time Helen was born. When they returned home they 

settled first in Usk where the family increased with the arrival 

of Catherine, and then they were off to Germany for 2 years.

They moved back to UK, first to Berkhamstead and in 
1977 moved to Solihull, where Alan worked for IMI 
Zip Fasteners.    They joined Solihull Methodist 
Church.    He retired in 1996, which gave him and 
Jean the opportunity to travel and to show their 
many slides to groups such as Contact and U3A.   

The family was central to Alan’s life but he also 
enjoyed gardening, DIY, walking and indoor bowls.   
Alan also organised the church transport rota for 
many years.

We give thanks for Alan and all that he shared with 
us.

Sydney leaves for 
Pastures new

Revd Sydney Lake has been at Solihull for the 
last year.    He has now been successful 
passing the course at Queens to become a 
Methodist minister. He left at the end of July 
to take up his first, probationary, 
appointment in The Wey Valley Circuit, in 
the South East District.    He will have 
oversight for three churches: Walton-on 
Thames, Weybridge, and Addlestone 
Methodist Church.   Walton looks an active 
and lively church family community with 
quite a modern slant. 

Let’s pray for Sydney and his family and wish 
him all the best for the future. He is taking a 
massive step. 

Lawrie RumensSydney and family at their last 
service at Solihull in July
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Hospital governor 
election success

In April this year Birmingham Heartlands and 
Solihull Hospital Trust merged with the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital and is now part of the 
University Hospitals Birmingham Trust (UHB).   
Consequently there had to be an election of 
new governors for this new foundation trust.  

Sue Balmer was successful in being elected as 
one of the representatives from the Solihull 
constituency.   Sue would like to thank those 
who are public members of the trust and 
voted for her.   She has been amazed at the 
number of church family who said that they 
voted for her.   Thank you

Sylvia  Bailey
For about 30 years Sylvia Bailey has been 
diligently writing the obituaries of members 
of the church family to go into the church 
newsletter.   Sylvia now feels it is the time to 
pass the job on to someone else.    We are so 
grateful for her careful attention to detail 
and the beautiful prose in her writing and we 
cannot thank her enough.

Shirley Aldridge
Shirley Aldridge has now retired from collecting the Action for 
Children Boxes  after 15 years of service-thank you 
Shirley.    She had a very nice letter from Action for Children saying 
that while she  was secretary, box holders in our church had raised 
£7,443  which is a great sum. She had increased the number of 
box holders over the years.

Ros Hopkins has taken over and she will be collecting the boxes  
for counting on Sundays in September

Dear friends, 

Firstly, may I offer a heartfelt thank you for all the support I 
have received in so many ways from across the District.  The 
messages, cards and notes have been a great blessing and the 
sense of being held in prayer by so many has been deeply 
humbling and helpful.

I have recovered well from the operation for bowel cancer and 
they tell me they have removed all they needed to. However, 
they did find some cancer in one of the lymph nodes they 
removed, and that means that there is a need for a course of 
preventative intensive chemotherapy to reduce the risk of a 
recurrence. This course will last three months, with all the 
potential side effects.   As everyone reacts differently I am 
playing it safe by keeping the diary free, but hoping to be able 
to keep in touch with people when possible. 

I am deeply grateful to Richard Wilde and Anne Smith and 
members of the District Leadership team for their support and 
their willingness to cover my absence. 

Every blessing,                     Ian Howarth

Update from Revd Ian Howarth
(District Chair)

We are sad to announce the recent deaths of 
Rosemary Allen and Ken Byles.   
Our thoughts and prayers are with their 
families and friends.

Deaths

80th Birthday

Anne Stoakley
celebrated her 
80th birthday at 
the end of 
August.
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Men’s Annual Lunch

The Men’s Coffee Club will be holding their 
annual lunch at the Bridge Club on 

Monday 8th October

12.30pm for 1.00 pm

Details from Bryan Fitter   All are invited



On Sunday 12th August there were farewells to Revd Harry Mills and 
Roy and Stella Clemas who are all moving to be closer to their families.    
Harry to Warrington and the Clemas’ to Devon. 

It is remarkable to look back over so many years that the Rev Roy 
Clemas has been with us from being head of Swanswell school, which 
then included boarding, to such a wealth of pastoral work, visiting those 
in need, to youth work and even being a steward for us. 

For Harry, Roy and Stella we 
thought again about the words of that last hymn as we thanked God for all 
they had done and trusted him for all that is to come in the next chapter of 
their lives. 

We recently made an appeal for donations to help cover 
the costs of putting a lift into the Church Hall building. 
We have been overwhelmed by the positive response, 
and are very grateful. As well as a special private 
donation of £5,000, we have received gifts which (with 
gift aid added in) amount to an additional £10,000. We 
have also received some last-minute grants from trusts 
and grant-making bodies of which we had not been 
certain. We have therefore covered the costs of the lift 
project plus any contingencies. That means that we shall 
still contribute £10,000 from Church Funds that we had 

originally committed, but will not need to draw the 
additional £12,000 from the Church Reserves with which 
the Church Council had underwritten the project. So we 
are now able to declare the appeal closed. 

Thanks to all those who have given so generously. 
Thanks also to the church and other user groups of our 
premises who have been gracious and helpful whilst the 
building works have been going on. Above all, thanks be 
to God.

Ken Howcroft

Harry and his family had been 
here even longer coming to 
Solihull over 45 years ago after 
leaving Kenya.  

Stella and Roy Clemas

Revd Harry Mills
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25 members of the Guild met 
at the Horton’s home in August 
for their annual summer get 
together.   Although the Guild 
has now officially disbanded 
and regular meetings will no 
longer take place, there is still a 
strong feeling that the social 
occasions should continue and 
the summer food fests are 
among them.

There was plenty of food and 
drink and lively conversation 
among many friends who came 
to enjoy the happy 
atmosphere.   Even the damp 
weather did not spoil their 
pleasure at being reunited.

Jeff Horton
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In the July-August edition of the Messenger I said that we 
were waiting for news that our daughter had gone into 
labour. She eventually did, and we have a new 
granddaughter. She is lovely, and she and her parents are 
all fine. In the meantime, her cousin, our other 
granddaughter, will soon be four. Because she has an early 
September birthday, she will not go to school until she is 
five. By then, she has declared, she will be grown up. By 
then, at the current rate of progress, she will be project 
managing the lesson plans for the teachers. 

I always find the start of September an exciting time: 
people are starting jobs after university; going to 
university; moving on a year in school or college; going to 
school for the first time. But it is also an exciting time in 
the Church. For Methodists it is the start of a new church 
year. At the end of each year we sing at the Methodist 
Conference Charles Wesley’s wonderful hymn that 
expresses both honest realism and hope: ‘And are we yet 
alive? …. What troubles have we seen,/ what conflicts have 
we passed,/ fightings without, and fears within,/ since we 
assembled last!’ [It is number 456 in Singing the Faith] 

But the hope releases energy, and by September we are 
raring to go. For me, this time it is the last year of my 
‘active’ ministry before the scary prospect of ‘retirement’. 
So, there’s a lot to get done. You have been warned!

We have a lot of exciting things happening these next few 
weeks, particularly in worship at 10.30 am on a Sunday. On 
Sunday 2nd September, the service is meant to be an 
‘ordinary’ preaching service – but as it is being taken by 
the Revd Donald Ker, it is likely to be an extraordinary 
experience.

On 9th September we have our Young Church Celebration
as part of our Communion Service. We shall be thanking 
those who teach, lead and care for them. Above all, we 
shall be trying to tell and show our children and young 
people how much we appreciate them, and we shall thank 
God for them. Never say that they are the Church of 
Tomorrow. They are part of the Church of Today, and they 
will still be the Church when tomorrow becomes today. 
Who knows what God will call and enable them to be and 
do. How exciting is that?

On 16th September we have an ‘Own Arrangements’ 
service that will be taken by members of the Wesley Guild. 
Although its members will continue to care for one 
another and meet up occasionally, the local branch of the 
Guild here at Solihull will have ceased its regular meetings 
and ended its formal existence at the end of August 2018. 
This service is a chance to give thanks for our Guild’s 
history, and to celebrate its achievements and values. 
Those values and emphases will doubtless be resurrected 

in new forms for different people in the future. Who 
knows what that will mean. How exciting is that?

The following Sunday, 23rd September, our service will 
have a World Church theme. It will be led by the Revd 
Cleopas Sibanda, a senior minister from Zimbabwe who is 
currently serving as the Minister of Longbridge Methodist 
Church but also acting as the chaplain to the Methodist 
Zimbabwean Fellowship throughout the UK. We shall also 
be celebrating our collectors for JMA (Junior Mission for 
All). 

On Sunday 30th September the service will include the 
Community Choir singing a wonderful musical “Our 
Father”, interspersed with special readings and comments 
about the Lord’s Prayer. This should be a real treat!

The on Sunday 7th October it will be our Harvest Festival
with the theme “Rays of Hope”. You can find out more 
about this elsewhere in this Messenger. 

The big worship events are at 10.30 am on a Sunday, but 
you might also enjoy and benefit from some of the smaller 
quieter ones, like the regular Tuesday Communion Service 
from 9.30 to 10 am, which now regularly gets 20 people at 
it. This ought not to be a well-kept secret! Then there is 
the half hour Sunday Communion service at 9 am on the 
first Sunday each month: peace, quiet, and the presence of 
God. Or there is the Prayer Space at 8pm on the first 
Sunday in the month, full of fun, but also inspiring ways to 
think and pray. 

Our new Church Life and Mission Committee will also be 
planning in the near future some different worship 
events, perhaps with some contemporary songs, and 
maybe around tables with refreshments. Watch this space! 
We are also hoping to start some regular sessions on 
contemporary issues (as we did about Marriage recently), 
and some sessions exploring the Bible. Watch these spaces 
too!

These worship, prayer and exploration events are a 
supplement to what happens in our Small Groups. These 
come and sometimes go (as in the case of the Wesley 
Guild) to meet changing needs and different 
circumstances. They provide just one or a combination of 
the following: fellowship, friendship, care and support, 
shared activities, discussion, study, learning, and prayer. 
We have a huge variety of them, and we want more! Some 
call themselves ‘house groups’, others do not. We hope 
each month to highlight one of them in turn in the 
Messenger. You might want to join one. Or set up another. 
How exciting is that?

Ken Howcroft

Raring to Go



Work completed since March 2018 Circuit Assembly

All the feedback following the March Circuit Assembly 
has been reviewed, and in light of this the proposed 
ministry teams have changed and reduced in overall 
number from 6 to 5. Feedback about other issues has 
been noted for when we reach the relevant part of the 
process.

A new superintendent, Nick Jones, has been recruited 
(subject to Circuit Assembly Approval) from within the

Circuit, to replace Tony Malcolm on the Superintendency
Team. Other ministers have then been allocated to the 
different churches and ministry teams. 

The ministry team that will include Solihull is in green on 
the map. There will be three ministers in it, including a 
successor to Ken Howcroft as he retires. That new 
minister will have pastoral charge of Solihull, and a share 
of that in Shirley.

Proposed church groupings from September 2019

On the afternoon of Sunday 22nd July I had the privilege of 
saying a few words at the final service held at Small Heath 
Methodist Church. I was the minister who could go back 
further than anyone else who  had contact with Small 
Heath – that’s when you realise your age! A full church, 
with former members returning, including former Brigade 
members, and couples who had married there but now 
lived away. It was wonderful to hear memories shared of 
how the fellowship experienced there had stayed with 
folk on their journeys.    A true celebration marking the 

end of one stage of mission in that place. New ways of 
working in that community will, I’m sure, be discerned. In 
the meantime, members will go to other churches to 
worship and enrich these churches with their faith and 
commitment.
We pray for the members as they begin worship in other 
churches, and for the group charged with examining what 
to future use the building may be put, so that Methodist 
witness continues in that community.

Peter Bates
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Presidency
The Revd Michaela A Youngson and Bala
Gnanapragasam were inducted as President and Vice-
President as the first item of business at the Methodist 
Conference in Nottingham, on Saturday 30 June 2018.

Michaela Youngson has been one of the Chairs of the 
London District since 2012. With a passion for social 
justice and for developing strong ecumenical 
relationships, Michaela is committed to working within 
the diverse and rich context of the Connexion. She is a 
regular contributor to the BBC Radio 2 Early Breakfast 
Show's 'Pause for Thought’
.

Notices of Motion 
The Conference debated and adopted a variety of 
Notices of Motion (items of business put forward during 
the Conference) including: 
• Reviewing Standing Orders relating to the role and 
training of church stewards and lay leaders. 
• Identifying possible pilot projects for ministerial 
training on local courses. 
• Identifying key issues to ensure that people who are 
intersex or transgender are included within the life of 
the Church.
• Asking individuals, churches and the Methodist 

Council to lobby Parliament about the injustices caused 
by the Universal Credit System. 
• Scrutinising circuit profiles so that they better meet the 
needs of the Connexion; dealing with broader stationing 
issues; ensuring coherence with the new Connexional
Finance Strategy. 
• Expressing deep concern at the sharp increase in rough 

sleeping and homelessness in the UK. Evidence will be 
gathered from Districts on the responses from 
Methodists which will be reported at Spring Synods and 
via the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT).
• Expressing outrage that human trafficking still exists, 

allowing humans to be traded even in the UK. The 
Methodist Council will appoint a task group with JPIT to 
review existing resources on the issue and to produce 
new ones.
• Making prayer resources available for churches for 

September’s UN meeting about refugees and displaced 
people
•Writing to the Israeli Ambassador demanding that the 
Israeli Army observe international law with regards to 
firing on unarmed civilians; for church members to 
contact their MPs asking for the blockade of Gaza to end 
and for the Israeli Government to adhere to 
international law with regard to protests; to observe the 
World Methodist Council’s seven days of prayer for Gaza 
and the Holy Land (1-7 July).

The Methodist Conference will meet in 
Birmingham from 27 June – 4 July 2019

28 June – 5 July at Nottingham University

Bala Gnanapragasam believes strongly in mission and 
social justice. He serves on the board of Christian Aid and 
MHA (formerly known as Methodist Homes for the 
Aged). He is also a trustee of the London HIV/Aids 
Chaplaincy. He was the first Synod Secretary for the 
combined London District. Born in Sri Lanka, Bala came 

to the UK in the 1960s and has previously served as an 
elected councillor for the London Borough of Lewisham. 
He has also served as the Chair of University Hospital 
Lewisham.

Memorials
Memorials are messages from Circuit Meetings and 
District Synods to the Conference. They play a vital part 
in enabling the Conference to hear and to respond to 
concerns from across the Connexion. This year the 
Conference considered and replied to 28 Memorials on 
topics including: 
• Lessening the burden of the annual submission of 
figures for the reporting of Statistics for Mission. 

• Urging Methodists to engage with the Community 
Sponsorship programme to offer sanctuary to families 
from Syria. 
• Calling on the British government to cease arms sales 
to Saudi Arabia and for a solution to the war in Yemen.
• For the Methodist Church to reduce its use of plastic. 

• A reaffirmation of the Church’s abhorrence of anti-
Semitism, noting the 75th anniversary of the founding of 
the Council of Christians and Jews. 
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What a turn out for the House Groups BBQ held as 
usual at the home of Linda and John Innes. In all 65 
people were present – a few more than expected but 
thanks to the catering of Sue and Joyce there was 
enough food for all. (Loaves and fishes springs to mind –
L). 

A big thanks to the Shore family for providing and 
organising the drinks table  The barbequing was in the 
capable hands of Richard Balmer, Richard Burr and 
Barry Hughes. And what a range of puddings

It really was a great family affair and it was particularly 
pleasing to see a good number of young people. 

A final thanks to Linda and John Innes for hosting the 
BBQ with their usual generosity.  With the extra 
numbers there was a small surplus from the evening

Soupa Talks starts again on 

Wednesday 26th September at 1.00 pm 

with Rev Philip Barnet talking about his trip

Round the Emerald Isle—Raising money for MS in an old Morris Minor

and over £50 was donated to the Kebba Jarjou School, The 
Gambia - our church project a few years back that Bryan and 
Joyce still support. You can contribute to the work there by 
contacting them. 

Bryan Fitter

It was an early start for the 39 strong party on the 
final SoupaTalks outing to Chatsworth House the 
home of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire set 
in the beautiful Derbyshire Peak District. 

The first stop was the restaurant for lunch and 
then it was a choice of house or gardens first. The 
house has an art collection ranging from Roman 
and Egyptian sculptures to masterpieces by 
Rembrandt, Reynolds and Veronese to works by 
modern artists Lucien Freud, Edmund de Val and 
David Nash. There was also an opportunity to see 
the near complete restoration of Chatsworth 
which has cost close to £ 34 million.  The route

through the Orangery led to the 105 acres of garden filled with 16th and 17th 
century sculptures alongside more recent works and the highlight was the 
famous waterfall and fountain with panoramic views over the rolling hills and 
the River Derwent. Arrival back in Solihull was a little late but the consensus 
was that it was a great day out 

Finally, a big ‘Thank you’ to the people who have supported our summer 
visits this year.

Bryan Fitter

Gathering back at the coach for the journey back

Discussion about some 
of the furnishngs in the 
house
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It has been a while since we informed the church 
of our activities and I am pleased to report that 
all is well with your Scout Group.

Our youngest section, the Beavers, rose quickly to 
maximum numbers when it re-started 18 months 
ago.  The Colony has been ably led by Sam [ 
Badger] and Sarah [ Robin] who have provided an 
exciting and fun programme with many badges 
being awarded.    Due to family commitments 
both Sam and Sarah are stepping down but we 
are grateful to Rene and Claire who will replace 
them.

George [Akela) continues to lead the Cub Pack 
which has kept steady numbers in spite of the 
fact that that there have been no Beavers old 
enough to progress to Cubs. She is now assisted 
by Bel and Michael.

The Cubs have enjoyed another full year’s 
programme which has included climbing, 
camping, lighting fires and cooking, making bird 
boxes, cycling proficiency, building shelters, 
hiking and sleeping overnight with the sharks at 
the ‘Sealife Centre’ [accompanied by the 
Beavers.]

The Scouts are in the most healthy position they 
have been in for a long time as they now number 
30.  Since Pete’s stepping down as Leader they 
have been led by Gareth. It has been a difficult 
year as the Troop has struggled with low Leader 
numbers but I am now pleased to announce that 
in the last few months we have welcomed on 
board 4 new Scout Assistants – Campbell, Piers, 
Stuart and Todd. 

They will join Gareth, Chris and Simon in the 
coming year to ensure that the full adventurous 
programme can be delivered.

In spite of  limited staffing the Scouts have this 
year still enjoyed challenging hikes, a cooking 
competition, orienteering, car mechanics, 
‘Jamboree on the Internet’, learning and 
performing new entertainment skills, climbing, 
‘Operation Chameleon’ etc.

Phew! A busy schedule for all you will agree! I am 
so grateful to all these adults who give up their 
time free for the young people.

Iain Waddell,
Group Scout Leader.
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Pack holiday is always a highlight of the 
Brownie year so, for 2018, we decided 
that one wasn’t enough and took girls 
to Dodford Children’s Holiday Farm in 
May and July. The May holiday was 
oversubscribed, with 13 girls staying 
overnight and an additional 4 girls 
visiting from 8.30-6 on Saturday. The 
three leaders, Fluffy Owl (Sue Bates), 
Buzz (Sarah Shinner) and Cinnamon 
Bear (Linda Bates), were joined by 
Richard and Judy Bates, along with 
Judy’s granddaughter, Isla. 

We started off the weekend on Friday 
evening with some crafts, including 
making a “sit-upon” from a fabric bag 
and duct tape. These came in very 
handy for the moonlit picnic we 
enjoyed on our evening walk through 
the farmland woods. Back at the
farmhouse, the girls unpacked into their dorms before 

hot chocolate and stories in PJs. 

Saturday was very busy. We fed the farm animals, 
including guinea pigs, rabbits, chickens, ducks, donkeys, 
miniature horses, a goat and two pigs, Ruby and Retro, 
who are very clever and know the “sit” command when 
they see their food. There was plenty of time to play 
outside on the swings, climbing frame and outdoor toys 
as well as some more craft activities, pond dipping, soft 
play in the barn and a couple of hours in the farm’s 
splash pool. Richard sang campfire songs with us. His 
toughest critic was Rio the goat who walked back into 
his hut every time the singing started. After the 
campfire, the day girls went home and we had another 
cosy evening before bedtime. 

On Sunday, we finished crafts, fed the animals again and 
just enjoyed our time outdoors before the parents came 
to collect the girls after lunch. 

Our friends at Hall Green Brownies had 5 girls signed up 
for their July holiday at Dodford, which meant we were 
able to offer more girls the chance to spend a night 
away. This time, our 8 Brownies were accompanied by 
Fluffy Owl and Cinnamon Bear, and Hall Green brought 
their three leaders. We set off super early on Saturday 
morning, reaching the farm in time for breakfast. This 
meant we had a lovely long day to enjoy all the fun of 
the farm, including feeding the animals, pond dipping, 
walking in the woods, a camp fire, making pizzas, 
decorating cakes, and trying out new crafts, and we 
were just as lucky with the weather second time around 
so the girls had fun in the splash pool on both Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Dodford farm (http://www.dodfordfarm.co.uk/) is a 
charity that has been offering weekday holidays to 
children from less fortunate backgrounds and deprived 
areas of Birmingham since 1950. Other groups, such as 
our Brownies, are able to hire the venue at weekends 
because this helps sustain the work of the charity. We 
were very grateful for the support of the church 
members who attended our fundraising fete for 
Dodford at the beginning of July. The Brownies had 
worked hard to make crafts to sell, and to prepare 
entertainment, food and drink that evening, and we 
were delighted to present Kelly, the farm manager, with 
a cheque for over £225, which will buy a new pedal 
tractor for the outside area.

The Brownies (and the leaders!) look forward to visiting 
again in 2019.

Linda Bridgeman
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Thank you to everyone who helped me to get to 
Tanzania for my nursing placement either by donating, 
giving me advice or by thinking about me whilst I was 
out there. I had an amazing experience.

I spent three weeks working in Muhimbili Hospital and 
one week in Kidodi Village health care clinic. In the 
hospital I spent time in the emergency department and 
intensive care. It was interesting to see the overlap and 
sometimes the conflict of developing medical knowledge 
and understanding but also the traditional culture. In the 
emergency department it was routine to test every 
patient for HIV and Malaria upon admission. 

I learnt that those who had HIV very often also had 
tuberculosis and/or hepatitis - diseases that we hear 
about but rarely see in this country.

It was fascinating to see what the staff could do without 
the resources we have available here.   For example the 
nurses would make a neck brace for a motorbike 
accident victim out of a rolled-up sheet and tape to 
support his neck to prevent any further damage. 

My favourite week was the
week spent in the village 
healthcare clinic where I 
was able to help deliver a 
baby girl and we lived with 
a family in a Tanzanian 
village. They cooked (and 
killed) their own meals every
day as there was no fridge to
store anything. Although the 
family we stayed with were 
“rich” in their village it’s 
incomparable to the way we are lucky to live here. We 
took a motorbike to the clinic everyday which was an 
experience in itself!

The village clinic did not have doctors, only nurses and 
laboratory staff who looked at blood under a 
microscope to diagnose the diseases at various stages.

There was an HIV clinic where patients would come and 
collect their medications to help keep the disease at a 
manageable stage and receive counselling. There was 

also a family planning outreach clinic that offered 
contraception to women in the village free of charge.   
This took me by surprise due to some of the views 
people in Tanzania had regarding this subject. In the 
village week we visited a traditional healer which many 
Tanzanians still visit instead of doctors. 

On our last day in Tanzania we went to a charity that 
helps women who have had fistulas.  These women 
were often excluded by their villages as they were seen 
as dirty or cursed. This charity took them in, got them 
the operation they needed (free of charge) and then 
gave them somewhere to live.   They also trained them 
to sew and print as well as educating them on simple 
things like health education and how to start a business 
so that they could then go onto start their own business 
selling the products that they had learnt how to make: 
bags, purses, cushions etc.

It was such a wonderful day spent with people who had 
experienced terrible things but were now in a safe and 
loving environment!

This is only a small description of some of the things I 
saw and experienced out here! Not only was the nursing 
aspect of my trip eye-opening, 
experiencing the culture 
and a completely different 
way of life, social-interactions 
and different perspectives of
life were fascinating and 
amazing as well as thought-
provoking! 

The whole experience is one 
that I will never forget, so
once again thank you to
everyone who helped make 

it possible! 

Sarah-Jayne Powell

Thank you from Sarah Jayne

The baby 
we delivered.

Learning to print 
at the charity.

A staff nurse in the clinic.

Vaccinatin
g a child in 
the clinic
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The church’s Community Choir will lead worship on 
Sunday September 30th. The rather special work takes 
the phrases of the Lord's Prayer and sets them to music.  
Then the sung contributions will be complemented by 
specially written readings. 

Rehearsals will be on Thursdays 6, 13, 20, 27 
September, and also before the service.   Printed music 
and part learning CDs are now available for our 
contribution to the service.   If you would like to join in 
and take part, talk to Peter Farndon so that you can be 
learning the music. 

The Solihull Photographic Society, 
who meet regularly in the church 
Hall, spent one of the summer 
evening taking photos of the 
buildings from different angles and 
perspectives.   The clear evening 
light adds to the photos.

Here is a small selection of some of 
their fantastic pictures.
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Green Tip
Canal Walks by Public Transport?
If I can avoid using my car, I do, but, usually, a car is needed to 
reach the start point of a walk on our rich legacy of public 
footpaths and canal towpaths. 

Here are 6 walks on towpaths which don’t need a car.   All start 
by taking the train from Solihull Station.

• Through train to Galton Bridge. Walk back down the Birmingham canal to Brindley Place then the 
Birmingham Fazeley Canal to Livery Street. Turn R. here to Snow Hill station to return to Solihull.  The 
Old Contemptibles Pub opposite the station is good for lunch. 5 miles

• Train to Bournville via Moor Street and New Street stations. Return along the Worcester Birmingham 
Canal to Brindley Place and then to Snow Hill station as above. 5 miles

• Train to Olton.  Walk into city centre along the Grand Union Canal to Livery Street, then turn L. to Snow 
Hill station as above. 6 miles

• Train to Lapworth.  Walk back along the Grand Union Canal to Knowle Locks. Then either turn L to the 
Wilson’s Arms (good carvery) in Knowle for bus to Solihull (5 miles) or continue along canal to far side 
of M42. Turn L along path to Warwick Road and then back through Bruton Park to Solihull (9 miles). 
Look for Kingfisher near motorway. 

• Train to Hatton and back to Lapworth Station along the Grand Union canal. (5 miles).  

• Train to Stratford and back along the Stratford Canal to Bearley (request stop) station. 5 miles.  

A number of companies are now reacting to the 
wasteful use of throwaway coffee cups and 
allow you to bring along a ‘proper’ cup.

In the Autumn, Waitrose are going a step 
further. You will only be able to enjoy a free cup 
if you bring your own. 

Do let me know of other shops doing the 
same. 

This is good practice which will spread if we can 
support it. Attractive re-usable mugs made of 
bamboo can be obtained from Traidcraft.  

By the way, Waitrose give £1,000 each month to 
voluntary organisations. Customers can vote for 
a different one of 3, with the £1,000 divided in 
proportion to the votes. Please consider 
supporting ‘green’ organisations. 

Richard Balmer

Take your own 
coffee cup to Waitrose
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd 
Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
October Messenger items is 11th September

Once again, this year we will be supporting the Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal.  The difference this year is that we will be 
collecting shoeboxes to be distributed through a different 
organisation.  This organisation is known as Teams4U or T4U
and they organise sending shoeboxes to Eastern Europe, 
distributed through schools, nurseries, hospitals and 
orphanages to vulnerable and needy children and families.

As in previous years we hope to collect over 100 shoeboxes and 
as will be seen from the leaflet (available soon) the age ranges 
and gifts are much the same as with Operation Christmas Child.  
Have a look at the T4U website – www.teams4u.com – for 
more information. Please start collecting gifts to fill your 
shoeboxes or leave donated items in the boxes available in the 
Church Hall foyer or Church vestibule.  More information will 
be in the October Messenger and take a look at the Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal notice board in the Church Hall.

A quote from the T4U leaflet – “People say ‘it’s just a shoebox’ 
but it isn’t.  It tells a child someone, somewhere, has done this 
for them; that someone cares about them”.  This is such a 
worthwhile cause and so easy to do, that as a church 
community, it is hoped that we can “Give love in a box this 
Christmas”

Traidcraft Roadshow
Friday 28 September

4pm-9.30pm at The Church at Carrs Lane, Carrs Lane, 
Birmingham, B4 7SX.

Come for part or all of the evening to see, touch and 
browse our new Autumn 2018 craft range, receive a 10% 
DISCOUNT on craft orders placed at the event, taste our 

latest new foods, hear about Traidcraft’s Vision and enjoy 
time with other people who are passionate about Fair 

Trade.
PLEASE BOOK your place by emailing 

nicola.bryden@traidcraft.co.uk
and so we can contact you in the unlikely case that we 

need to cancel. 

The Church Keep Fit group (Spring Steps) run by 
Nora Chakar has closed after nearly 4 years. 
Numbers attending have decreased over the last 
18 months and it is no longer viable. 
Nora will be starting a new class from Tues 25th 
September 1.30 at 1st scout hut, Mill Pool Woods, 
Lode Lane B91 2HZ. New members will be very 
welcome.
We appreciate Nora’s commitment to the group 
and wish her well in her new venture.

mailto:nicola.bryden@traidcraft.co.uk


Tom and Millie Skinner

When Millie Skinner (Amelia Frances 1914-2018) of Solihull 
died on the 5th May 2018 at the age of 103 Methodism and 
especially Birmingham Methodist History lost its longest 
serving duo. Millie, with her husband Thomas Kenneth 
Skinner I.S.M. (1913 – 2002), were founding members of the 
Wesley Historical Society (WHS)/ West Midlands Methodist 
History Society from its foundation in 1965 and remained so 
until they died. Tom was an officer and Millie, an organiser 
of the Society. 

Tom and Millie first met through Methodist contacts. Millie 
was a local girl and lived in Solihull all her life. From the 
beginning their relationship was enriched by Methodist 
worship and fellowship and became central to their family 
life. Tom and Millie were married at Solihull Methodist 
Church on 19th August 1944.  They were blessed by the birth 
of Ian and Joan and further blessed as their family grew 
when Jan and Ray married their children.  Central to their 
lives was Lyndon Methodist Church, Solihull, but Tom and 
Millie also enjoyed many holidays at the various Wesley 
Guild holiday homes.

Millie was passionately committed to Network and its 
predecessor, Women’s Work.  She would gather everyone 
for the annual Easter Offering Service with her usual 
determined persuasion.  Millie was very loyal to the 
Network Committees and events and travelled, with Tom at 
her side, all over the District. 

Many people still carry ‘a cross in their pocket’, an 
embroidered cross in a case with a well-known verse tucked 
inside. She sold them and raised thousands of pounds for 
Charity.   The group continues to this day. Millie and Tom 
held several offices at Lyndon Church with conscientious 
meticulousness. Nothing was left to chance. Nothing they 
did was slipshod.  When the Methodist Conference directed 
that local and Connexional Methodist records should be 
kept Tom was appointed as the Elmdon Methodist Circuit 
Archivist, a post he undertook until his death. He doggedly 
searched out Methodist documents not only from ‘cubby 
holes’ in churches but also people’s homes. Tom ensured he 
used registrar’s ink to record the items for archiving and 
when necessary repaired them, before taking them to the 
Birmingham City Archives for safekeeping.   Later he was 
appointed as the WHS West Midlands Branch Archivist. 
During his time Tom deposited over 2000 documents from 
the Circuit and around 1000 on behalf of the WHS.  

Tom and Millie were also active members of the local 
Labour Party, later moving their support to the Liberal 
Democrats. Local Councillors and Former Liberal Democratic 
MP attending Millie’s funeral, commented on the passionate 
support, time and energy they gave to the local party. At the 
General Election when Millie was 100 she was featured on 
the Midlands Today TV News programme putting Liberal 
Democrat campaign leaflets in envelopes ready for 
distribution.

Millie, born during the height of World War 1, lived through 

and faced  courageously 
all the vicissitudes of a 
long life. When in later 
years her blindness 
hampered her activities 
she still remained an 
Enthusiastic and active 
worker. Millie had a loud
voice with very definite 
views that no one could
ignore. Millie and Tom 

were members of the 
Lyndon Church Council, 
Millie being a 
Communion Steward and a Lieutenant in the Girls Brigade, a 
keen supporter of NCH Action for Children, and Methodist 
Missions.  Millie worked as an ambulance nurse during the 
war and then, after the war, transferred to nursing at 
Solihull General Hospital becoming a founding member of 
the ‘Friends of Solihull General Hospital.’ During the war, 
she collected funds for the war effort through the National 
Savings Scheme raising money for the ‘War Effort’.  In her 
hundredth year, she received the Solihull ‘Local Hero 
Award’.
Tom and Millie were good, faithful and enthusiastic servants 
of the Church with a clear commitment in preserving and 
safeguarding Methodist History and historical documents –
an example to us all.

Rev Donald H. Ryan and Diane Webb

Two Extraordinary Birmingham
Methodist Historical Document Guardians
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Sunday October 7th 10.30 am
a Parade Service to include the launch of the new 

Church Project, Project Hope 
supporting Community Sponsorship of Refugees.

Donations of tinned goods will be 
welcome  to distribute to families 
connected with a women’s refuge..

Our service will be followed by a

Bring-and-Share Harvest Church Lunch

We shall again be in the round, with a table down the 
middle of the church. Please bring some food (whatever 

you wish if it represents the part of the country or the 
world where you come, so much the better) to share 

round that table. We shall harvest and share our gifts of 
food

Tea, coffee etc will be served while we eat and talk.

Our lunch should flow seamlessly into the regular 
CHURCH MEETING at about 12.30 pm, and end by 2 pm 

at the latest..

Come, you thankful people come
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

ARE RECRUITING 

NEW VOLUNTEERS 

to join our team of Pastoral Mentors
working with 

young people in local schools
who are struggling to cope with

bereavement or family breakdown. 

if you are a good listener, have a 
regular morning every  week & would 

like to be trained to support young 
people dealing with loss.

Contact Cheryl on 0121 439 9181 

or cheryl@twup.org.uk

by 14th SEPTEMBER to discuss 

attending our next 

2-day Induction training

on 26th & 27th September 2018

Do you have a heart for those in 
financial distress?
The Solihull South Christians Against Poverty Debt Centre is looking 
for a Debt Centre Manager to run its operation and facilitate the 
churches of Solihull reaching out to people in debt.  Financial worries 
can often lead to isolation, desperation and a lack of hope.  
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a national charity that offers free 
advice and support, plus hope for the future, through local churches.

The Debt Centre in Solihull South was established in 2017 through 
Dickens Heath Church.  We are seeking a Debt Centre Manager to 
take over in October and develop the work.  The individual must be a 
Christian with a desire to promote the Christian faith as well as 
having the skills to manage the relationships with clients and IT 
based administrative tasks.  Full training is provided by CAP and 
financial adviser qualifications are not required.  Since CAP works 
through the local church network it would be necessary for the 
applicant’s church to fully support their application.

Working hours are sixteen to twenty per week between 9am and 
5pm, with flexibility to suit your schedule.  Own transport is 
essential.  Salary is negotiable. Please contact Andrew Simpkins to 
express an interest and for a full job profile.  The CAP website 
(capuk.org) provides plenty of background too.  The application 
deadline is end of September but please get in touch earlier to begin 
a conversation.



September Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

2

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Peter Bates

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd
Donald Ker

4.00   Circuit 
Service

8.00 Prayer Space

3 4
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5

10.00  Morning
prayers

6

1.00 Lunch time 
organ recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

8.15  Badminton

7 8

9.00 Saturday Dads 
visit to Southfields 
Farm

9

10.30  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

11

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

12

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

13

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

14

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

15

16
10.30  A special 
Morning Service 
celebrating the 
Wesley Guild

17

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

18
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

19

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

20

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

21

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

22

9.30 Property 
Committee 
Working Party

3.30 Messy Church

23

10.30  Morning 
service   Revd C 
Sibanda

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Revd
David 
Butterworth

24

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

25

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows 

26

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks

27

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

28

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

29

3.00   International 
Tea for Church 
Project

30

10.30 Morning 
service with the 
Community Choir 
Revd Ken 
Howcroft
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

This year Pushchair Club celebrated the end of a busy 
year with an indoor Teddy Bears' picnic, which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

This year, we said goodbye to Gwen, Jack, Eva, Harry 
and Oliver, who are all starting in Reception in 
September.

Stella, Imogen, Patrick, Harry, Eleanor and Alaina are 
all starting Nursery but we hope to still see them 
occasionally.

The Pushchair Club team would like to say a huge 
thank you to the helpers, who all contribute to its 
continuing success.

If anyone has a spare hour on a Monday 
once or twice a term to help with 
refreshments, please speak to Karen, 
Tina or Chris Cooke. We would love to 
hear from you!

Karen Robertson


