October 2018

Saturday Dads had an away day to
visit our friends at the farm in
Coleshill.
We had a tractor ride around the
Revd David Butterworth
farm,
built a den and fed the sheep.
welcoming the first
We
alsofamily
played
Syrian
to on some home
made
go-carts and petted some
Birmingham
animals, and took the goats for a
walk!
We then finished off the day with a
superb BBQ of Saturday Dads’
sausages, courtesy of chef Brooker.
A lovely day had by all!
Andy Hunt
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Retirement

Our very good friend Sue Ashton retired last week
from being Associate Vicar at Knowle Parish Church.
Some of you will remember that Sue was our much
loved family worker a little while ago before “going
home” to Knowle first as a lay reader and then for
her exciting journey to ordination.
We wish her a well deserved happy retirement

There are celebrations in the Field and Smith households.
Janice tells us that son, David has proposed to Irini and
she has accepted. David chose to surprise Irini by going
down on one knee at a games expo event in America
having already got his cousin, Zoë, to make a rose gold,
diamond solitaire ring. Thankfully, Irini said "yes"!

New Baby
Fiona and Kevin Beadle are now proud
grandparents. Emily Matilda White was born
on 24th August weighing 8lb 8oz. Emily is
doing well, as are her parents,
Sarah and Chris.

Apologies to Linda Bates
Last month’s Messenger wrongly
attributed the Beavers’ article to Linda
Bridgeman

Stop Press
Our church will be hosting an Environmental
conference on Saturday 10 November.
Come along and find out find what more can
be done.
Details to follow.
Michael and Ann Bennett were married on
16th. August 1958 at Sage Cross Methodist
Church, Melton Mowbray.
Congratulations!
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What’s Our Calling?
Do you still call what you do with a phone ‘making a
telephone call’? Is the answer different if you are over 80,
or if you are under 30? In an age of social media and mobile
phones, does anyone call out to anyone out loud now, or do
we just SHOUT? Yet shouting at people is different to calling
to them. The former turns them into objects. The latter
tries to engage with them in some way; and it generally gets
better results.

We will honour creation and tend the environment
We will practise hospitality and generosity
SERVICE
We will be good neighbours to those in need
We will challenge injustice
We will seek the common good

It is interesting to think of God calling to us, trying to get
our attention and engage with us. When after the
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus’s disciples go back to
fishing on their own and fail to catch anything, Jesus comes
and stands on the shore (though they do not recognise him
at first) and guides them. He does not shout at them. He
calls to them. [You can find this story in John’s Gospel,
chapter 21].

EVANGELISM
We will witness to the love of God in Jesus
We will speak of the faith to others
We will help each other be better disciples

In our church we have been trying hard to hear how God
the creator, through Jesus and the Spirit, is calling to us and
guiding us. We have made great progress in finding our way
forward. There is new life and energy breaking out all over
the place, as last month’s Messenger revealed. The
Birmingham Circuit, of which we are part, has also been
seeking to discern the best strategy for finding its way
forward from summer 2019. At our Church Council this
month we shall be asked for some responses to help with
this.

For the early Methodists a set of rules were in place
not to be restrictive, but to be life giving. Not to
distract from joyful living, but to enable faithful
attention to the activity of God in the heart and in the
world. A Methodist Way of life … (sc. moves the idea of
membership of the church)… away from being solely
about property upkeep or financial giving and stresses
the importance and the joy of mutual accountability
and journeying together.

Now we also have resources from the wider Methodist
Church to help us. This year there has been a re-affirmation
of the OUR CALLING programme. It takes seriously the fact
that it is sometimes difficult for us to take bold and
sometime hard decisions about their future. A constant
refrain is about the ‘tiredness’ of the Methodist people and
the challenge of engaging with new ideas or responding to
the gospel in a new way. An attempt has therefore been
made to develop a Methodist Way of Life which is focused
around Our Calling. What follows is drawn from work by the
Revd Dr Roger Walton, President of the Conference 201617.

For John Wesley the ‘means of grace’ were channels
whereby grace is conveyed. ‘The chief of these are
prayer whether in secret or with the great
congregation; searching the Scriptures; (which implies
reading, hearing, and meditating thereon;) and
receiving the Lord's Supper, eating bread and drinking
wine in remembrance of Him.’
Living a Methodist Way of Life is clearly not something
that is to be done in isolation. As we offer all the
opportunity to increase their accountable living as
disciples of Christ we want to be able to offer each
other the opportunity to be a people who seek to be
nurtured and supported as we go deeper. In our
history we know that the role of the class meeting was
a key attractional feature for early Methodists. Church
growth in our time remains connected to the presence
of accountable small groups in the life of larger
worshipping communities, and more often than not
this is not offered as a choice but as the expectation of
fruitful living. Living a Methodist Way of Life needs to
offer that challenge and support to each and every one
of us as we seek to fulfil our calling as Methodists in
our current contexts.

The main areas of a Methodist Way of Life could include the
following:
As far as we are able:

WORSHIP
We will pray daily
We will worship regularly
We will look and listen for God each day
LEARNING AND CARING
We will seek to learn more of God and God’s world
We will practise friendship and care for others and for
ourselves

So this month we start our series celebrating the small
groups in our church.
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Wesley Guild Final Service

FAREWELL, THE WESLEY GUILD!

The Solihull branch of the Wesley Guild has been active
in our church since 1909, longer than any other
organisation.

Sometimes Guild or other church members have spoken
on their favourite book or poem, or a subject of special
importance or interest to them. At other times, outside
speakers have talked about their different lives, such as
being a farmer or a tour guide.

It has met weekly from Autumn to Spring ever since,
except during the years of World War II. It was relaunched in 1947 by a new minister, Revd Bernard
Sheldon, the father of Sylvia Bailey. She in turn has
served for many years as its most recent General
Secretary,

The Music section has always covered the works of the
great masters – Bach, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Elgar
and so on - as well as a variety of light music, recognising
that the great international language of music has the
power to speak to all people of whatever faith or race.

The Guild was very important in the life of our church at
first as it was the only regular meeting open to everyone
across a good age range.

The Christian Service section has learnt about and often
raised money for a range of activities dealing with mission
and evangelism. It has sought each year to feature
overseas service work in at least two of its meetings, to
find a church member or minister to present another, and
to arrange for speakers from various other churches and
charities for the remainder.

Guild socials were great fun at the beginning and end of
each session, and for 25 years the Guild organised a New
Year party for the whole church with entertainment and
food, sometimes for as many as 150 people, followed by
a Watch Night service in the church to see in the new
year. There were summer outings and an annual theatre
visit from 1966.

The Devotion section has organised meetings on themes
such as “Worship: different perspectives”, “Local
preaching”, and “Chaplaincy”. Speakers have started their
hour with a short act of worship – a hymn, a Bible Reading,
a prayer – and then given their presentation and answered
questions until it was time for tea and biscuits.

There have been great occasions when the Guild has
held concerts in the church, or when nationally
renowned speakers, such as Fred Kaan and Mary
Whitehouse, have addressed them. But the strength of
the Guild over the years lay in its weekly meetings,
rotating between four topics of literature and culture,
music, christian service, and devotion.

The Guild at Solihull has now formally ceased to meet.
Members took part in a service on Sunday 16th September
to thank God for it. But its spirit lives on.

The Literature and Culture section has sought to open
windows on the past, to learn about issues of the
present and to provide guidance for the future.

New groups are coming into existence in our church’s life,
such as the Life Group (see next page).
We thank God for that as well!

4

FORWARD, THE LIFE GROUP!
How often do you meet? How many people come?
We meet every two weeks on a Wednesday evening and we start at 8pm. We normally meet at a house in Shirley. We
have attendances ranging from 8 to 18 depending on people's availability.
What sort of people are you?
We are an eclectic mix! We cover a wide ranges of ages and family situations, but it's predominantly a group of working
age people, some of whom have children (which is why we aim to start at 8pm to make the group fit around other home
commitments).
What do you talk about?
We cover a wide and varied range of topics. Often we follow a general theme such as the fruits of the Spirit or a particular
book of the bible, and currently we are basing our sessions on a video series which asks various fundamental questions of
faith. We often invite guest speakers from the church family to join us also.
What else do you do?
We support each other in our faith journeys, whether just starting off, well along the journey or even questioning whether
the journey is for us or not. We also help each other in practical ways and have been known to relocate the session to a
different venue to paint one of the group's house! We have regular social events with at least one each term. These are
great fun and a good opportunity to invite others to see what the group is about.

What’s the best thing about the group?
Each member of the group is valued. We have created a safe space where it's absolutely fine to question elements of our
faith and how it relates to our every day lives. We grow our faith together. We have two essential ingredients that make
each session work, and they are laughter and friendship. We have so much fun and laughter exploring our faith in an
informal, welcoming place. If you like how this sounds and want to join us in exploring life with its ups and downs and all
the wonderful God given potential that we all have, then speak to Andy Hunt or one of the group.

19th June 1963 – 5th August 2018

Rosemary was born in Mansfield to Ursula and Ray Dickinson,
elder sister to Andrew. They moved to Solihull in 1968
where she became a good student who was constantly
surprised by her academic and many other successes. She
doubted her abilities as every milestone passed but always
did well.
During her teenage years, she was a very active member of
our church’s Seekers, youth club and After Eights and this
was where she met Kevin, who she would marry in 1987.
Rosemary’s success with her first degree led to her being
head-hunted by the Grand Metropolitan Hotels Group to use
her computer and financial modelling skills. Again, she did
not expect such a high-powered job but excelled at it.

She may have doubted her ability to manage this situation, but
she became increasingly confident in her care for them and
began to help many other people through charitable voluntary
work. Their successes were her greatest triumphs.

Rosemary gave birth to Jessica and Leanne, the two lovely
girls to whom she was devoted. Their prematurity left both
girls with significant physical and medical needs, but the
family worked hard to help them to grow into the
courageous and independent young women they are today.

Her family must have been very sad when she became ill again,
but her second husband, Peter, cared for her wonderfully.
Rosemary was a modest but greatly accomplished woman and
we can all give thank for the many things which she did.
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14 October 1924 – 26 July 2018
Ken was part of our church for nearly 50 years. Full of
faith, intelligent, hard-working, interesting, familyoriented, with a warm sense of humour.
His passing leads us to remember him in many ways
and to rejoice that he was part of the Solihull
Methodist family.
He was born in Sutton in Surrey on 14th October
1924, going to school there until he was evacuated,
to board at Wellington School at the outbreak of
World War 2. He loved sport and was good at rugby,
cricket and tennis. He was also very intelligent, being
offered a place to read Chemistry at Oxford which
was deferred when he enlisted. During the war, Ken
trained first at the Plymouth Royal Naval College and
then University in London. He was an engineer in the
Fleet Air Arm stationed in the Isle of Man and Belfast.
Christine came into his life and Ken decided not to
take up his place at Oxford. As his daughter, Jackie,
puts it, “He would have loved to go but as he always
said," it was that or your Mother". No competition
there!“
Instead he took up a graduate apprenticeship at the
aeronautical engineers, Napier and Son, in Acton,
attending Imperial College in London.
Their courtship was combined with another of Ken’s
great loves – trains. Courting took place on the
embankments at Old Oak Common railway depot,
watching GWR trains on their journey to the West
Country. Later, he travelled by trains like the Orient
Express, the Swiss railways, and across the United
States and Canada. He also built miniature railways in
the back garden of several of their homes.
Christine and Ken married in 1951 in Cheam Baptist
Church where he helped with youth work. Hoping to
make their finances more secure, Christine, who was
working as a secretary at ICI, introduced Ken to her
boss, who put Ken forward for an interview for a job
at ICI. It is ironic that this boss was Dr. Richard
Beeching, who, of course, was to reshape British
railways during the 1960s, no doubt under Ken’s
critical gaze.
They moved to Stockton on Tees, and Ken worked at
the ICI Sulphuric Acid plant. Sometimes, Ken would
arrive home smelling so much of the fumes from the
plant, that Christine wouldn’t allow him in the house,
so he had to change his clothes in the back garden.
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In 1955 they moved to Sutton Coldfield and
adopted Nick and Jackie. Ken became a
Methodist Local Preacher in 1958, and our
Circuit were making preparations for the
presentation of his 60-year Certificate when
they learnt of his passing.
They joined our church in 1968, when they
moved to Solihull and Ken was Sunday School
Superintendent, Church Steward, active member
of the Guild of the Compass Point and Men’s
Coffee Club, supporter of projects to help the
education of girls in Uganda through the TESA
Development Trust, of mission work in Nepal,
and so much more. On moving to Dovehouse
Court, he attended the Communion Services
held in the lounge there.
As time went by their family had grown with the
arrival of five grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren. Family was so important to Ken,
and his love for Christine was, very evident right
up to her dying day: a love that even saw him
eating the same supper for 20 years before he
told Christine that he didn’t really like it! His
weekly visits to the Sunrise Care Home, where
she spent her final days, were a testament to his
love and devotion to her.
We give thanks for this loving husband and
family man, for his active enquiring mind. Above
all we give thanks for the great faith which
underpinned his life.

It’s that time of year
again when we all
need to starting
thinking about filling
shoeboxes for our Christmas Appeal 2018! As
mentioned in the article in the September Messenger
we will be collecting shoeboxes to be distributed
through a charity called Teams 4U who organise
sending the shoeboxes to Eastern Europe. The
shoeboxes will be distributed through schools,
orphanages and hospitals to vulnerable and needy
children and families. For these children, a shoebox
filled with simple gifts, is their only present at
Christmas and probably in their lifetime. A small
shoebox filled with gifts can have a BIG impact.

Please start filling those boxes now – it’s amazing how
many items can be packed into a shoebox, it’s fun to do
and this small, simple gift will give the love and joy of
Christmas to so many children.
For more information have a look at the Teams4U
website – teams4u.com – and watch their shoebox
video which gives helpful suggestions about gifts to
include and shows how to pack a shoebox.
Chris Cooke

The joy of receiving a
Christmas Shoe Box

Last year , our church collected 124 shoeboxes. It
would be wonderful if we could exceed last year’s
total, so please fill as many shoeboxes as possible (why
stop at 1 or 2!) and encourage your family, friends,
neighbours and work colleagues to do the same.
Leaflets are now available in the Church vestibule and
Church Hall foyer which give full details of simple gifts
to include in the shoeboxes. As can be seen in the
leaflet, also included are ideas for a ‘Home Box’. These
boxes go to adult females in a household and can
include small toiletries, scarves, jewellery, small plastic
household utensils etc. Items such as shampoo, nail
varnish etc CAN be included but please make sure the
top of the bottle is secure and wrapped around with
sellotape. Filled shoeboxes can be left in the church
vestibule. For anyone who is unable to fill a shoebox,
any items listed in the leaflet can be left in the box
provided. Monetary donations are also very welcome.
There are also some empty shoeboxes in the vestibule
waiting to be filled, so please take one or more. Enjoy
knitting? There are always patterns for hats, bags etc
available in the church and hall. So why not knit
something for your shoebox or leave your knitted items
in the collection boxes.

The Messenger Team
Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and Lawrie Rumens
Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk
We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as jpeg files
NB. Last date for
November Messenger items is 7th October
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Green Tip
More about Bio-Degradable
Plastic
The ‘tip’ in the July Messenger highlighted the Introduction
of bio-degradable (bio-d) bin liners. Some magazines are
now coming in bio-d sleeves. They look ‘milky’ in colour and
feel softer than the usual polythene, and are made of starch
from potato waste. There are some new rules we need to
learn. They:
• Will take a year to decompose in a normal well aerated
compost heap
• Can go in your green wheelie bin
• Can be used to hold food waste when that begins to be
collected
• Should not be put with other recycled plastic.

Can we Review our
Packaging Choices?
We frequently moan about the volume of packaging
but we don’t often realise there are more or less
damaging options. For example,
• Morrison’s are now selling cucumbers with or
without plastic wrapping.

If in doubt, put to one side and we will organise a bulk
collection later.
We have also come across some beakers made by Biopac.
They look identical to ordinary clear plastic ones but are
made from corn starch and boldly state on the side “I am
not a plastic cup”. We are searching for somewhere they
can be recycled after use.

• Items like deodorant come as roll-ons which are
less damaging than sprays.
• Alison F reminded me
some time ago that
clothes washing
detergent is sold as
powder in cartons,
which is better than
liquid in plastic bottles
and dissolvable plastic
satchets of detergent.
• Bars of soap have less
packaging than gels in bottles.
• Loose fruit and veg is better than similar fruit
and veg in bags or cartons.
And the more we choose these options the more the
shops will offer them.

More Good News!
Our appeal for 3 bird boxes has been successful.
Most printer cartridges you give us are taken for
safe disposal to PC World but some can be re-used
and the Church receives money for them.

This summer we were able to send donations of
£250 to both Water Aid and Tools With A Mission.
Both have thanked the Church warmly for its
generosity.
We have a great congregation!
Thank you again.
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Richard Balmer

by John Whitehead
Tuesday 6th November
3.00 pm in the church

Followed by afternoon tea
Tickets £10
John performed this one man play at
Soupa Talks earlier in the year –
he was brilliant
An afternoon not to be missed

Sunday October 7th 10.30 am
a Parade Service which will also include the launch of the new Church Project, Project Hope
supporting Community Sponsorship of Refugees.
Donations of tinned goods will be also welcome to distribute to families connected with a women’s
refuge.
Our service will be followed by a

Bring-and-Share Harvest Church Lunch
We shall again be in the round, with a table down the middle of the church.
Please bring some food (whatever you wish if it represents the part of the country
or the world where you come from, so much the better) to share round that table.
We shall harvest and share our gifts of food
Tea, coffee etc will be served while we eat and talk.
Our lunch should flow seamlessly into the regular

CHURCH MEETING
at about 12.30 pm, and end by 2 pm

Come, you thankful people, come
1
0

Dates for events now finalised
Tuesday 6 Nov John Whitehead
brings the one man play on
Churchill’s last hours and
afternoon tea

The Being Well Works Well
Conference
Wednesday 10th October 9 - 5 pm
The H Suite, 100 Icknield Port Road,
Birmingham B16 0AA
Birmingham and Solihull’s Connecting Community
Networks Programme, Common Unity will be
hosting a World Mental Health Day Conference
with a bit of a difference.

Sat 1 Dec

Out of the Blue –Big Band Concert

Sat 19 Jan

Skittles evening with Fish and Chips

Sat 9 March

Quiz evening with Lyons Pies

Sun 14 April

Spring Gardens Open Day

Sat 27 April

Cabaret Time

Sat 8 June

Concert

th

Sat 6 July

The Big Fun Fest and Triathlon

Come along and bring family, friends and
neighbours

Ring 07990947093 for information

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft

Tina Brooker

Diane Webb

Minister

Youth, Family and Community worker

Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Office
0121 705 7367
Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Janice Smith

Sian Musgreave-Spiby

Church Administrator

Finance and Clerical Assistant
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Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

INDUCTION OF SYDNEY SAMUEL LAKE
On Sunday 2 September evening, Rev Sydney Samuel Lake was
welcomed and inducted as the probationer Minister at the Walton
on Thames Methodist Church. He will serve in the Wey Valley
Methodist Circuit, which comprises 13 churches, and Sydney will
have as his first appointment pastoral charge of three of those
churches, Addlestone, Walton on Thames and Weybridge
Methodist Churches. Sydney is now to be known as by his full
names, to distinguish him from his son, Sydney junior.
The service was also to welcome the new Superintendent Minister
of the Wey Valley Circuit, Rev Keith Beckingham, who also came
from the West Midlands.
The large Victorian church at Walton was completely packed (not a
spare seat on the ground floor or the gallery) with a considerable
number of friends who came to support Sydney. The Civic Heads of
all the communities in whose areas the 13 churches serve were
present along with representatives of other churches & faiths.
During the service, all of the Civic Heads were presented to both
Sydney & Keith.
It was encouraging to see that the wives of the two ministers were
publically recognised: Sydney’s wife, Hawa, & their two younger
children, Sydney Junior and Grace were introduced to the
congregation and Sydney made a moving speech of acceptance
Janet & I had the joy and privilege of representing Solihull
Methodist Church, and, more specifically, the Good News Bible
Study Group, of which Sydney had been a member.
The service was preceded by an enormous & generous “church tea”
in the church hall. The mission of Walton church is greatly helped
by extensive rooms at the back of the church. However, as it is right
in the centre of the town, there is little church car parking, but
worshippers use the nearby public car parks.
The service lasted about 90 minutes and was led by Rev John
Hellyer, Chair of the South East Methodist District. The service was
inspiring & full of Christian meaning and was led musically by a
band; while an organ played for some hymns, which the
congregation sang enthusiastically.

Janet & I were invited to the Manse with
Sydney, Hawa, Sydney junior & Grace,
both before and after the service. The
manse is appropriately situated just off
“Sidney Road”. The after-service
gathering was like being at similar
church gatherings with many cheerful
well-wishers of all nations, eating Sierra
Leone food.
It was an inspiring occasion and it was so
encouraging to see that Sydney & the
family have a new home and a new
mission field, in which they can serve the
Lord Jesus and show His love and
guidance to a welcoming church &
community.
Let us continue to keep them all in our
prayers as they step out “kept by the
Power of God” on this “great adventure
of faith”
Ian and Janet Sinclair
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A SMASH Christmas Yet to Come!
Our church’s music and drama group (SMASH) is already working hard in rehearsals for their
next production of the family favourite, ‘Scrooge’.
Based on Dickens’ much-loved tale, ‘A Christmas Carol’, this stage musical, written by Leslie
Bricusse, is sure to delight the whole family.
Join the infamous Ebenezer Scrooge in this story of hope, redemption and the kind of happiness
that money can’t buy.
With a score including the Oscar nominated hit, ‘Thank You Very Much’, this spellbinding
musical will take you on a journey full of joy, song and magic!
Performed in the church’s Theatre Space from 30th January – 2nd February 2019.
The SMASH online box office will be available from October via our website
(www.solihull-smash.org.uk).
You will be able to select the seats you want and pay for them online by credit/debit card.
Tickets will also be available via telephone: 07506 206892, or can be ordered and paid for by
cash/cheque in person from the box office in the Church Hall after some Sunday morning
services.
The show is suitable for ages 7+.
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WHAT MEMORIES CAN YOU PASS ON?
Next month, as usual, there will be Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday. This year they will coincide,
because the commemoration of the Armistice of the ending of the First World War at the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month of the year falls on a Sunday.
This year it will be Remembrance Plus. It is the hundredth anniversary of the end of the First World War.
What can we remember? What memories have been passed down to us in our families? What should we
pass on?
To prompt your thinking we have put
together some images. Together they
tell a story. The first is of the sea of
poppies at the Tower of London in
2014. The second and fourth are
flower designs in our Church by the
wonderful Margaret Rumens in 2006
(before the refurbishment) and 2016
(after the refurbishment)
respectively. The third is from the
Methodist Modern Art Collection and
is called “Crucified tree form – the
agony” by Theyre Lee-Elliott. Hints of
the Cross run through the second,
third and fourth.
The final image is of the poppies at
the Tower of London again. The
poppies cast a shadow. The First
World War still casts a shadow. There
have been many other wars since,
some of which have affected us and
our families. The commitment to
peace in 1918, the longing for peace
ever since, have proved very difficult
to realise and maintain.
We renew that commitment if we
remember properly. This is where we
want your help. You may have stories
of the First World War handed down
to you, or of later wars that you have
experienced. Can you please write
them down or somehow tell them to
On Sunday 11th November our main act
us? Send them to
of worship will be to join the town’s
messenger@solihullceremony at the War Memorial at 10.50,
methodist.org.uk, or let the Church
and the special service at St Alphege at
11, at which Ken Howcroft has been
Office have them, or give them to
invited to preach. Alternative provision
someone at the Church.
will be made at Solihull Methodist Church
We will then make something out of
for those whom that does not suit.
them that will help us all remember.
Details to follow.
They will inspire us!
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October Diary
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

10.15 Pushchair 9.30 Holy
club
Communion
1.15 Pushchair
club

10.15 Contact
Choir

7.30

10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning

Scouts

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

10.00 Morning
prayers

1.00 Lunch time
organ recital

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

9.00 Saturday Dads

13

10 – 12 Drop in
coffee

2.00 Thursday Cafe
6.00 Beavers
6.30 Cubs

8.15 Badminton

5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

7 Harvest

8

9

9.00 Holy
10.15 Pushchair 9.30 Holy
Communion
Communion Revd club
Ken Howcroft
10.15 Contact
12.30 Mens’
Choir
10.30 Morning
Lunch at the
10.30 Men’s
worship Revd Ken Bridge Club
Coffee morning
Howcroft
1.15 Pushchair
5.50 Brownies
12.00 Church
club
6.00 Rainbows
Lunch
7.30 Scouts
12.30 Church
meeting

10

11

12

10.00 Morning
prayers

6.00 Beavers

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

10 – 12 Drop in
coffee

8.15 Badminton

6.30 Cubs

1.00 Soupa Talks

8.00 Prayer Space

14

15

10.30 Holy
10.15 Pushchair
Communion Revd club
Nigel Collinson
1.15 Pushchair
club
7.30

Scouts

16

17

18

19

9.30 Holy
Communion

10.00 Morning
prayers

9.30 Ramble

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

10.15 Contact
Choir

10 – 12 Drop in
coffee

6.00 Beavers

10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning

2.00 Thursday café

20

6.30 Cubs
8.15 Badminton

5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

21

22

10.30 Morning
Service Marjorie
Evans

10.15 Pushchair 9.30 Holy
Communion
club
10.15 Contact
1.15 Pushchair
Choir
club
10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning
7.30 Scouts
5.50 Brownies
7.30 Church

28

24

25

26

27

10.00 Morning
prayers

6.00 Beavers

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

3.30 Messy Church

10 – 12 Drop in
coffee

8.15 Badminton

6.00 Rainbows

29

30

31

9.30 Holy
Communion

10.00 Morning
prayers

10.15 Contact
Choir

10 – 12 Drop in
coffee

Half Term

6.30 Cubs

1.00 Soupa Talks

Council

10.30 Morning
service Revd Ken
Howcroft
6.30 Healing and
Communion Revd
Donald Ker

23

10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning
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CELEBRATING YOUNG CHURCH
What a wonderful Young Church we have! We have 6 children of creche age; and 36 in Young Church
groups, two of whom are about to go to University, and the rest stretching from last year in secondary
school to the first year in nursery.
They all came in to the final part of our service on Sunday 09 September. The congregation were
singing “Will you trust in One who entrusts to you the disciples of tomorrow?”. How appropriate!
They are not just the church of tomorrow, but part of the church of today. Just like the rest of us.
They are not just the disciples of tomorrow, but disciples today. Learning in their groups about Jesus
and learning to follow Jesus. Just like the rest of us.
We celebrated our Young Church in that service. We gave them all gifts of books, cd’s or gift vouchers.
Not because we were promoting them from one group to another. Not as a reward for achievement
or good behaviour or attendance. But because we love them, and because God loves them, and we
want to show them that.
We then thanked all the wonderful people who have given so much time, energy and love in working
with our children and young people in Young Church. We commissioned those who are continuing to
do so, prayed for them, and committed ourselves to supporting them. We have a Young Church
Council now, co-ordinated by Andy Hunt, which plans what is happening in the groups, when they will
be in the church service, and how they will participate in it.
On this particular Sunday there was not time for the children and young people to share with the
congregations what they had been learning and doing in their groups. For many people, this has
become a highlight of our services. They bring so much life, energy, creativity and wisdom!
Instead, the service ended with a special prayer in a question-and-answer format in which the
minister asked the questions and the congregation gave the answers, telling part of the story of Jesus.
Then we all shared communion.
What a wonderful Young Church! Above all, what a wonderful God!

The Church Project Team from 2017-2018 are thrilled to announce
that the grand total for the year’s fund raising was £12,583.90.
After expenses were taken off, we were able to give £5,864.00 to
each charity chosen: The Choir With No Name and Solihull
Churches Action on Homelessness.
Morag, Derek, Annie and I are so grateful to the congregation at
Solihull Methodist Church and those in our Solihull Church
Community for the incredible support this represents.
On the 30th August the ‘Gang of Four’ travelled to Birmingham to
join the Choir With No Name in their evening practice and to
present them with their cheque. They were all overwhelmed and a
huge spontaneous cheer erupted and joyous clapping broke out
from all. It feels as if this connection between us that has been
forged with this project will last a long time into the future.
We are planning to present the cheque to SCAH on 12th
September at their quarterly meeting. They have also expressed
huge thanks for the generosity of SMC in raising this amount for
their charity.
Laura Yarham, Morag Smith, Anne Walker and Derek Giles
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