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Project Hope was launched with an international tea 
on a Saturday afternoon at the end of September. In a 
simple stylish tea there was time to relax, times to 
chat and catch up, and to reflect on people far less 
fortunate than we are.  The cakes were from around 
the world and a rich variety to sample from more than 
12 countries.  Joyce Fitter had carefully labelled which 
countries the cakes came from.

We were privileged to enjoy the company of the first 
refugee family for the Birmingham Methodist District 
who all came.  How good it was to see their children 
running around with those of our church family. They 
brought with them their translator – himself a refugee 
who has been here for 3 years now. It was clear he has 
no regrets. Coming here has given him a job and 
schools for his family – New Life and New Hope 
indeed. How sad that his brother was killed in the 
conflict and he does not know where some of his 
wider family are now. 

When the family stood to speak, their pleasure and gratitude 
was clear and even Rami ,aged just 6, took the microphone to 
say thank you to us over and over.  A few weeks ago Rami said 
that “This place should not be called Britain, it should be called 
heaven” 

Rami saying his thanks into 
the microphone



The tea was a launch event but even so made a profit of 
nearly £400 to start the fund to bring another family over. 

The family sent this tweet to David Butterworth 

“thank you, dear. Yesterday we enjoyed the beautiful Solihal
area and the Methodist Church is very beautiful and the 
people are very kind and kind and follow the project and 
bring another family a very great human work that deserves 
all respect and appreciation. Thank you all.”  

Stuart Aldridge added a touch of the Ritz to 
the afternoon with his piano playing

A good turnout for the tea

Future Events

Tuesday 6 Nov  John Whitehead
brings the one man play on 
Churchill’s last hours followed by  
afternoon tea

Sat 1 Dec  Out of the Blue –Big Band Concert

Sat 19 Jan Skittles evening with Fish and Chips

Sat 9 March Quiz evening with Lyons Pies

Sun 14 April Spring Gardens Open Day

Sat 27 April Cabaret Time

Sat 8 June Concert

Sat 6 July The Big Fun Fest and Triathlon

Come along and bring family, friends and neighbours
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We came into our Church for the Harvest Festival Service. 

The first thing we saw was a beautiful installation on the 

old communion table at the far end of the church. Lots of 

gold ribbon, shimmering in the heat currents and 

glittering with light against a background of a dark blue 

wall tinged with red, and ceilings of various shades of 

blue. Rays of light, the first fruits of God’s creativity and 

love (as the stories in Genesis chapter 1 and 2 depict).  

Rays of light, coming from the sun, that produce the 

energy for what becomes our food to grow. 

Examples of that food were all around the church. Various 

groups had decorated windows, ledges and other spaces 

in various ways. Creative art was mixed with produce, 

including one wonderful gourd that had chosen to grow 

into the shape of an alto saxophone. Tables down the 

middle of church were filled with food to share for lunch. 

The communion table and two other tables were filled up 

with food to share with a Family Refuge.

As the Brownies demonstrated with letters on cards that 

they held up and shuffled around, the word ‘harvest’ 

contains some other important words. One is ‘eat’. 

Another is ‘share’. It is as we share that the rays of life 

turn into rays of hope, for us and for others. 

God’s creativity and love are extravagant, and bring hope. 

We are prompted to be and do the same. We watched a 

video from the Methodist charity All We Can about the 

difference that solar panels can make to agriculture and 

life in general in Malawi. We had a retiring collection to 

support the work that All We Can is doing through its 

partner in Indonesia to help alleviate the suffering caused 

by the earthquake and tsunami there. 

Rays of light become rays of hope, and create love and 

life. That brings us back to the wonderful installation. It 

had been produced by the Life Group. They had 

wondered how to depict the theme of “Rays of Hope”. 

They came with an idea of using gold ribbon. Then on the 

day before the service, about six of them spent the 

morning in the church working out how best to do it. It 

was wonderful to watch their collaborative creativity. 

That in itself is a ray of hope, and the installation was a 

gift of hope to us all.

In the evening, the Prayer Space made further use of the 

image. Because it was dark outside, the colours and the 

lights spoke in different ways, prompting further 

reflection and prayer. 

Dramatic gold ribbons 
giving rays of hope, in the 
morning in daylight and 
with special lights giving 

a different effect for 
Prayer Space in the 

evening.

Decorations around 
the window sill in the 
church done by the 
uniformed 
organisations

Gourds from the Green Group 
decorating the window sill in 

the church vestibule

Lunch laid out on the table in the church
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… perhaps remember that 1960 song by Roy Orbison, 
and how it continues! Do you feel alone? Some of the 
time? Most of the time? All of the time? Most of us have 
experienced it. Do you feel lonely? Some of the time? 
Most of the time? All of the time? Most of us have 
experienced that as well. Somehow it all seems to be 
part of being human.  

Did you know that we have a government minister for 
loneliness? It is currently Tracey Crouch. Her official title 
is Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Sport and 
Civil Society, but in January 2018 the Prime Minister, 
Theresa May, appointed her to take the lead in co-
ordinating inter-departmental government work on 
issues connected with loneliness. This was in response to 
one of the recommendations of the cross-party Jo Cox 
Commission about how to take forward the work of the 
murdered MP concerning loneliness, which the 
Commission described as a social epidemic that is both 
silent and unseen.

Loneliness does not affect one group of people more 
than another. It affects people indiscriminately, 
irrespective of their level of income, their working or 
professional background, their social class, gender or 
age. Last year, Childline counsellors experienced a rise of 
14% in the number of young people complaining of 
loneliness, and attributing the causes to bullying, or to 
feeling invisible, ugly, or worthless as they compared 
themselves to others on social media. Three out of four 
GP’s report seeing between one and five lonely people a 
day; and only 13% of the doctors feel equipped to deal 
with them. There is some evidence that medically the 
detrimental effects of loneliness are equivalent to those 
of high blood pressure, obesity, or smoking 15 cigarettes 
a day.

But ‘loneliness’ and ‘aloneness’ are not simply the same 
thing. Some people who are ‘on their own’ (for whatever 
reason, by choice or circumstance) feel lonely, but others 
do not. At the same time, some people who live with 
spouses or partners, or with their parents, or children, or 
friends, feel lonely, whereas others do not. 

The creation stories in the Bible depict some truths 
about what it is to be human. (Look up the opening 
chapters of Genesis, particularly chapters 2 and 3!). The 
only thing that God says is ‘not good’ is for a human 
being actually to be (not just to feel) completely alone. 
We are social beings. We are made by relationships; and 
we are made for relationships. That includes 
relationships with God. But we all have a tendency to 

make ourselves the centre of the universe, and make it 
into our universe, not God’s. 

The result of failing (or, in the language often used in 
describing the Genesis story, falling) is that we start to 
see other people and things as objects, set over against 
us, rather than seeing them as part of us, and us of them. 
That can have good consequences. It makes us want to 
learn about things, and the more we know about them, 
the more we can use them creatively. But it can also 
have bad consequences. We can become separated off 
to a greater or lesser extent from God, each other and 
the rest of creation.  We appraise people and know their 
weaknesses, vulnerabilities and nakedness. Then we 
realise that we too may be weak, vulnerable and naked; 
and, in our shame, we set out to cover that up (see 
Genesis 3:7). In other words, our ‘aloneness’ starts to 
slide from ‘self sufficiency’ or ‘autonomy’ into 
‘loneliness’. 

What can we do about this? Above all, we must be 
honest about it. Grief and the loss of people and things, 
through death but also in many other ways, can often be 
the trigger for experiencing loneliness. This year 
Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day coincide on 
Sunday 11th November, at what is the 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War. Before that, All Saints’ 
(or All Hallows) Day is on 1st November, preceded by 
Halloween the night before, and followed by All Souls’ 
Day on 2nd November. These are times to remember all 
our griefs and losses – and not just those that are the 
result of deaths.

It is not good for human beings to be alone, but we 
cannot unmake the mixed-up, fallen nature of our 
humanity. All we can do is face up to it. The Gospels (e.g. 
Mark 1:9-13) show Jesus being propelled into the 
wilderness, where he has to face up to who and what he 
is meant to be, in the context of being on his own with 
an emptiness in the world about him. That’s when he 
discovers that the Spirit of God descending on him and 
affirming that God loves him means that he is never 
alone (although later, on the Cross, his sense of this is 
stretched to its limit).

In our church you will find lots of people acknowledging 
their loneliness, facing up to their aloneness in being 
who and what they are, and discovering that they are 
wanted and loved by God (and even each other). And 
they could be you!  

Only the Lonely….



Wall map showing the individual gang areas

A few weeks ago Sue and I shook hands with 2 former 
gang leaders.

Some 80,000 people live in the Hanover Park area of Cape 
Town. The housing is Apartheid-Era drab 3 storey flats, 
most with additional shacks covering the garden space to 
house relatives and friends. Graffiti on the walls and 
fences names the gangs controlling individual areas: the 
Mongrels, Americans, Ghetto Boys, Taliban, Laughing 
Boys and around 10 others. The gangs run drugs. 
Youngsters, mostly boys from dysfunctional homes are 
seduced into gangs by gifts and apparent welcome, given 
their first smoke, and find themselves on a treadmill of 
stealing: from their mother, then father, neighbour and 
then committing growing crimes to feed their habit.

Many police have been corrupted into the gang system, 
conveying a large percentage of the drugs and supplying 
guns and ammunition

Turf wars between the gangs leads to violence, mostly 
shooting. There is a Methodist church in Hanover. It 
considers the gang members scum and has closed its 
door to them, as have most of the other churches, but 
there is a Pentecostal Church whose Pastor, Craven 
Engel, has a mission. He has opened adjacent premises to 
his church to them. It is called the First Community 
Resource Centre.

The centre has 2 aims. First to reduce gang violence, 
injury and death. Second to offer gang members a chance 
of a better life. And they have had success. Some former 
gang members have reformed. Some, including a number 
of former gang leaders have become ‘interrupters’.

4 years ago, when Craven established Ceasefire, he took 
possession of an US designed IT system, known as a 
“Shotspotter”. Using sensors on lamp posts this detects, 
records and relays gunfire to the centre within 2 seconds. 
Not only that, it pin-points the location. An interrupter 
immediately responds. He can be on the scene in 3 
minutes. 

Because the Centre now knows the area so well, the 
interrupters know the likely gangs involved and their 
leaders as well and will get in touch. Their gangland 
background gives credibility. They talk the language. They 
establish the basic facts and aim to cool things

down. Interrupting takes skill, patience, commitment. It 
takes courage.

Tension invariably remains high for hours, even days and 
weeks. Initially interrupters keep the Centre informed 
and the Centre issues warnings to schools and other 
groups advising, for example, early dispersion or detours 
to avoid certain areas. The Centre then offers mediation. 
Ceasefire seeks to bring warring factions together to 
make peace, informally sometimes but often formal 
meetings are set up, often on neutral ground.  Some 600 
meetings can take place in a year. Killings have reduced 
by 43% in the first 4 years (2013-2016.)  Because 
Ceasefire does not hold names, report to the police, or 
condemn, it has built trust. It means mothers and others 
will often tell a gang member to “give the Centre a try”. 

In addition to Ceasefire, the Centre provides a home for 
the community. It serves lunch for 300 people every day. 
It hosts community activities every evening, support and 
special interest groups. Special children’s outreach over 
school holidays are very popular.

Most gang members become environmentally 
contaminated, often with abusive or absent fathers and a 
bleak future. “We seek to come alongside gangsters”, 
says Mike Crockett, previously our minister at Solihull, 
“We hold out grace and engage with compassion, not 
judgement. We believe everyone has ‘worth’. God is not 
just ‘in heaven.’ For us God sits here in hell with us, 
loving, caring and crying with us in our despair.” 

Counselling and training take place at Camp Joy, a second 
centre some 15 kilometres away. It has a dormitory, 
vegetable garden, and teaching rooms. The facilities are 
not plush: counselling takes place in old shipping 
containers – too hot in summer, too cold in winter. 
Indeed, funds are very tight.

A few weeks ago, Sue and I saw Christianity making a 
difference: Christianity active on the front line. 

Richard Balmer
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These notes are additional to the meeting booklet which can 
be obtained from the Church Office.

▪ Andy Hunt presented the Young Church report.  Lots 
of new families have helped boost the numbers in the 
younger age group but this has resulted in the need for 
extra helpers. Anyone who feels that they are able to do this 
should see Andy. All assistance would be greatly 
appreciated.

▪ Pushchair Club continues to provide wonderful 
outreach into our community.  Ken thanked Karen and the 
team for all of their hard work this last year.  Joyce and 
Bryan Fitter were also thanked for their work providing a 
firm foundation, particularly with the awards which 
Pushchair Club received. 

▪ Book Worms appealed for new members.

▪ In response to a question about when house groups 
meet, Sian reported that the meetings of each group are 
shown in the weekly news sheet which is available in church 
on Sunday morning or on line.  

▪ The Life Group were congratulated for their stunning 
‘sun’ display above the altar. 

▪ Alison Faulkner offered the video ‘The Gospel of Luke’ 
to any groups or individual who wish to watch it.  The 
Fowgay House Group found it helpful.

▪ A brief summary of Data Protection was outlined and 
reassurance that it should not be hugely problematical for 
us to tackle. Janice Smith is currently helping the Stewards 
get to grips with it.  As a first stage we need to find out 
which members of the congregation  have data and where it 
is kept.  Janice has produced a template so that this exercise 
will be made easier to accomplish. Groups discussed what 
was needed from groups and members of the Church.  All 
members responsible for any data e.g rota, membership of 
groups etc. should attend one of Janice’s training sessions 
and get a form to report what data they have and what next 
steps need to be taken. 

▪ Ken reported on the developing Circuit Strategy and 
the process for identifying a new minister for Solihull 
Methodist Church (see separate box). 

▪ Ken presented the Birmingham Circuit’s statement of 
priorities:-

▪ The Birmingham Methodist Circuit should be a place…

▪ Which upholds the values of Methodism including being 
sustainable, ethical and Connexional, both as a group of 
churches and with all its partners (An Authentic Methodist 
family).

▪ Where there is worship across the circuit which is 
inviting to all and inspires us in our faith and the action it 
calls us towards (Inspiring Worship).

▪ Where all members, churches and circuit understand 
and practise a compassion which is welcoming, inclusive, 

safe and empowering (Radical Compassion).

▪ Where all our members, churches and circuit 
understand and are involved in prophetic action (Focused on 
Social Justice).

▪ Where we are in the business of being transformational 

through our discipleship in our own lives, the lives of those 

around us, and so in our communities and city (Transforming 

Life).

▪ Group discussions were held to explore whether there 

were things that we did which did not fall under these 

priorities, which we did well and which we did not so well.

Circuit Strategy and identifying a new Minister

▪ It has been agreed to recommend to the Stationing 

Committee that the Revd Nick Jones (currently in our circuit) 

become the third Superintendent (to replace Tony 
Malcolm). 

▪ The overall shape of the new Ministry Teams has been 

agreed, but some personnel issues remain to be settled. For 

a variety of reasons (not least the shortage of available 
ministers) the circuit is only looking for two ministers in 

2019 to replace the four who are leaving.

▪ Solihull, Shirley and Dorridge will be served by two 

ministers who will be part of one of the new Ministry 
Teams.  Caz Hague will become the minister at Dorridge, 

and she will share ministry at Shirley with whoever will be 

the new minister at Solihull. 

▪ Our stewards have been in conversation with the 

Circuit Stewards to contribute to the profile for that new 
minster.  

▪ Profile booklets containing all of the required details of 

both ministers available in September 2019 and of 

appointments seeking a minister have been provided in 
October 2018 to the stewards and ministers involved, and to 

the members of the Stationing Matching Group ahead of the 

‘’matching’ phase which seeks to get ‘the best person for 

every place and the best place for every person’.  

▪ The Stationing Matching Group will meet in three 
phases to match people and appointments between now 

and January. The first will be in mid November, but not all 

may be matched at that time. The second and third phase 

will deal with those that have not been matched in the first, 
and those where the match has, for whatever reason, not 

worked. 

▪ Lay workers’ roles in the circuit, and their 

contributions to the Ministry Teams will be discussed with 

them between now and January, taking into account their 
gifts and needs, and the needs of the churches and the 

circuit overall.

Open Church Meeting Notes – 7th October 2018
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The Men’s Coffee Club Annual Lunch 
was held, as usual, at the Bridge Club 
in Solihull. It was attended by the 
men, their partners and long-time 
friends of the group.

We remembered people who for a 
variety of reasons were unable to be 
at the lunch and Grace was then said.

After an excellent lunch – thank you 
Jane and helpers – Joyce Fitter spoke 
to us about her experiences as Head 
of a Coventry primary school with a 
large intake of refuges and asylum 
seekers.

She spoke of the horrors of war and 
its effect on children and parents in a 
world turned upside down with 
violence and murder everyday events. 
Joyce related the stories of the 
hazardous and dangerous journeys 
they made, some hidden in the back 
of lorries many on foot, to finally 
arrive in a new country with its 
confusing customs and many unable 
to speak the language.

Within the context of the school, children had to make massive social and 
cultural changes and often displayed violent and aggressive behaviour all of 
which the school had to accommodate. Which it did with great success

But the final note was one of optimism where the outcome for the vast 
majority of children and families was that they were given new life and new 
hope.

It was an eye- opening talk that set the scene for the new church project 
which is seeking to support the establishment of Syrian families in the 
Birmingham Circuit.                                                      Thank you Joyce.

Amy Han-Yee Mok was born on the 2nd

August 1954 and lived much of her life in 

Hong Kong. Her husband, often known as 

Mr Chao, was a policeman in Hong Kong 

and one of his colleagues was the father-

in-law of Candy, who brought Amy to 

church.  They had two sons, Wilson and 

Aaron. 

They decided to move to England after the handover of Hong Kong in 1997. 

Thus, she lived the last 20 years of her life in this country.  Unfortunately, Mr 

Chao developed cancer and Amy had to give up her work to look after him. 

She was very sad after his death and it was joining our church which brought 

her some peace.

Amy’s faith grew strong once more and last Easter she was baptised and 

confirmed. Amy knew she belonged to God and loved Jesus. This steadfast 

faith supported her as she faced up to her final illness. She truly believed that 

those who believe in Jesus have everlasting life.

Amy was a precious and much-loved member of the family. Aaron’s son, 

Noshua, who worships here with us, gave a fine testimony. He said that his 

grandmother had cared for him since he was three days old and had gone on 

doing so until they needed to care for her. When asked to describe his 

grandmother, he said “She was the best grandmother in the world”.

This year of the centenary of the 
Armistice is a year above all years 
when Solihull Methodist Church 
wants to take its place as an 
important part of the life of this 
town. So our main Act of Worship 
on Remembrance Sunday (Sunday 
11th November) will be to join in 
the civic service at the War 
Memorial in the town at 10.50 
followed by the special ecumenical 
service at St Alphege at 11 am, at 
which our minister, Ken Howcroft, 
has been invited to preach. We 
hope that as many as possible of 
you will be there. For those for 
whom that is for whatever reason 
difficult, we shall be arranging a 
time of reflection and prayer in 
our own church from 10.30.”
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This year is the centenary of the armistice that ended the 
First World War. There are no eye-witnesses to that war 
or its immediate effects left alive. But many families and 
communities can point to the longer term effects of the 
scars and the shadows left on all sides of the conflict. 

In the October issue of the Messenger we invited you to 
tell us the stories of the First World War that may have 
been handed down in your family, or of later wars that 
you may have experienced more directly. 

What follows are some examples of what we have 
received. We shall be glad to receive more. If there are 
sufficient, we shall publish them over the next few 
months in a regular feature.

Presumed dead, found alive
Patricia Bywell’s father, John Drake, served in the First 
World War in the King’s Regiment, known as the 
Liverpool Pals. They took part in the Battle of the Somme 
in June 1916.

John’s father, George Drake, received a telegram saying 
that John was missing, presumed killed. George did not 
tell his wife that he had received the telegram. Some 
days later he received another telegram saying that John 
had been found and was well.

After the war, John was successful in business, becoming
an Area General Manager in the Gas Board. However, as
a result of being gassed in the war, his lungs suffered, and
he died aged 62.

Bubbling with excitement
Peter Handley has his father George's diary of his WW1 
service in the Navy from July 1917 to the end of 1918. He 
was born in Aston in 1899 and left school at 13 when his 
own father died, and he worked in a butcher’s shop in 
Ward End. 

In July 1917 George enlisted as a Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve (RNVR – often known at the time as the ‘Wavy 
Navy’) and trained as signalman for 3 months. George 
was mainly serving on foreign ships and on occasions he 
was the only one who spoke English.  Although a 
signalman was of the lowest rank, he was a vital link 
between the Convoy Commander and the Skipper of his 
ship.  Most Skippers understood that the safety of their 
ship was much dependent on the skill and ability of the 
Royal Navy signalman.  So 18 year old George was often 
treated with much respect and given favourable 
treatment and facilities well above those appropriate to 
his rank.  On several occasions his quick thinking and 
actions saved the ship from being sunk  by torpedoes. On 
one journey from the Mediterranean more than a third 
of the convoy of merchant ships was sunk.

His diary for November 1918 reads:-

“We arrived at Marseilles on
the 10th, being Sunday we
had to anchor near Estaque.
I went ashore with the

Skipper. The whole town
seemed to be bubbling with
excitement. It took me some

time to find out what it was
all about, but I met a Yankee

army Captain and he told
me they expected the Armistice
to be signed the next day. The

Skipper and the Yankee Captain
and I went into the Bristol
Hotel to celebrate. and had a

good night.

We were about early the next morning & docked about
seven o'clock. Shortly after, the Jerry prisoners began
discharging our cargo. A bit later on the liner France
began to blow her siren and to deck ship. We knew at
once that it was the signal that the Armistice was signed.
All the ships in the harbour dressed up right to the
masthead and blew their sirens, it was an awful din. The
Jerry prisoners downed tools and started jazzing round
with their guards and all of us. I went ashore to see the
fun and ran into two Tommies. The Skipper asked them
to join in celebrating and did it royally, it must have cost
him ten pounds I should think. I stayed aboard the Erland
until the following Saturday. When I eventually found the
NTO [sc. British Navy Officer], he told me the tale for not
reporting before, but I told him I had been celebrating the
Armistice and he gave me a tot to celebrate it with him ".

8

Remembering the family back home

Richard Balmer’s grandfather, Walter Blundell served with 
the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry and was at the second 
Battle of the Somme, where he was injured as his company 
retreated and only saved by the courageous action of 

some Australian soldiers.
He so liked the silk 
embroidered postcards in 
France  that  he sent them 
home to his daughters

Dear Eileen (Richard’s mother. ,
then aged 8) 

I am sending you this silk 
postcard, I cannot resist 
buying them – they are so 
pretty  Good night dear.  
Save all the  letters, I want to 
read them through with you 
when I come home.  Daddy
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A Centenary Pilgrimage.

On 12th October Bryan and I joined a group visiting the 
Ypres Salient, the Somme and Vimy Ridge. We were a 
diverse group but united in a wish to find out more about 
the various offensives and to honour those who died. 
Many had the names of relatives they hoped to find on 
gravestones or on memorials.

Tynecot is the largest Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission Cemetery in the world with 11,965 graves of 
which 8,369 are unnamed. There is a remarkable 
atmosphere of sadness in the cemetery as you walk 
through the rows and rows of graves and note the ages of 
the fallen, some boys, cut down in their youth. Two of our 
party found the names of two great uncles on the 
memorial lists.

The evening ceremony at the Menin Gate, a memorial to 
54,000 soldiers who have no known grave, is not just an 
event but an act of remembrance which attracts hundreds 
of visitors every night. Members of the Ypres Fire Brigade 
play the Last Post and wreaths are laid by groups from all 
over the world. On the particular night we were there a 
group of Army Training Corps youngsters from the UK 
provided a Guard of Honour.

On the second day we drove along the front line of the 
Somme battlefield. It was difficult to imagine  how the 
sunlit fields and woods were once a sea of mud and

craters but cemeteries on the roadside were a stark 
reminder.

Thiepval Memorial dominates the skyline and displays the 
names of over 72,000 missing British and South African 
servicemen who died ‘Known only to God’. A school party 
carried out an act of remembrance and everywhere there 
were poppy wreaths and crosses.

Visits to the Newfoundland and Australian memorials 
reminded us of the great sacrifices made by the 
Commonwealth soldiers and at the Newfoundland 
memorial our guide was a student seconded from 
university to tell of the heroic deeds of her countrymen.

We visited Vimy Ridge which was finally taken by the 
Canadians and we gazed on the thousands of trees 
beginning to come into their autumn colours, one for each 
soldier lost, and climbed up to the great memorial shining 
white in the morning sun. One particular inscription read 
‘Let those who come after see to it that their names be 
not forgotten.’ We felt we had played our part.

Bryan and Joyce Fitter

From Anthony Gough’s Great Uncle’s 

letters.

On the march after 5 or 6 hours (the 
last 3 of which are torture ) we begin 
to look out for our billeting officer. 
We get to our destination at last and 
perhaps find we have a barn with 
half the walls gone to sleep in. 
Sometimes we get a hot meal of 
stew. We turn in early for the same 
routine the next day.

On 17th September Joyce Fitter and her brother 

were at Sandhutton and Claxton War Memorial in 

Yorkshire to commemorate  the 100th anniversary 

of the death of their  great uncle John Hudson 

Carbutt. He was a gamekeeper and volunteered 

for the army in March 1916. At first he was in the 

remount division working with horses like Michael 

Morpergo’s wonderful Joey. Later he was 

transferred to the Sussex Regiment and was killed 

on the Somme in one of the last great battles that 

helped to end the war. He is buried in Trefcon

Military Cemetery near Coulaincourt.

Vimy Ridge memorial

Tynecot



On Wednesday, 19 September, the Birmingham Circuit 
Assembly unanimously voted to support Tina in her 
offering as a candidate for ordained ministry in the 
Methodist Church.  As her minister Ken said:

What can I say about Tina Brooker? Technically, she is a lay 
worker employed by the circuit mainly to work with children, 
young people, and families in the church and the wider 
community at Solihull. She has also just completed a two 
year task of spending ten hours a week in coordinating and 
stimulating work with young people across the whole circuit, 
the benefit of which you have all seen.

Tina has a fascinating story of her Christian journey. She can 
empathise with a wide range of spiritualities. She reflects 
theologically about everything she does: by which I mean 
that she thinks about what the things she is doing have got 
to do with God, and what God has got to do with what she is 
experiencing. 

In my experience, she is not so much a force of nature 
(though she is that as well), as a force of grace. But now (to 
allude to a saying of Jesus) she is overflowing with the new 
wine of the kingdom. Everyone will be really sorry to see her 
go if she leaves her current work, but the old wineskins of 
what she does now are splitting and cannot contain the new 
wine. 

Over the last few years, I have seen her increasingly being 
drawn to a ministry of word, sacrament and pastoral 
responsibility. She is now taking the risk of testing and 
seeking to discern with the Methodist Church whether that is 
indeed the role to which God is calling her.

Do I believe that she has the gifts and graces for presbyteral
ministry? I do. Do I believe that the Methodist Church can 
and should make use of her and those gifts? I do. I commend 
her to you; and I commend us, the Methodist Church and her 
to God. 

Tina herself says:

The start of my candidating year has been very busy and 
will continue through to April 2019. I’ve had quite a few 
people asking me what I have to do for this year, so I 
thought I would compile a list so you can see something of 
what’s involved: 

• The process starts with an application form and a four 
way meeting with the District team. 

• Submission of a portfolio, comprising essays on a 
number of topics including Methodist theology and book 
reviews. 

• The portfolio also includes a detailed write-up of a 30 
hour placement in a circuit church other than my own. For 
me this was in the Redditch and Bromsgrove Circuit with 
Rev Ruth Wilson. This is a semirural area with smaller 
churches and includes Local Ecumenical Partnerships (LEP). 
All this was done in my own time. 

• Sharing my call at circuit assembly (see above)

• Being assessed on two trial services which I did at 
Water Orton & Sparkhill Methodist  

• Various days of getting together with the District 

committee to discuss my candidating development.  

• Attending an Open Day at The Queens Foundation  

• Attending a psychological assessment in London

• Preparing to do two presentations and case studies. 

• Going before two interview panels, one at District in 
January and then a two day assessment at Connexional
level. 

I will hear in April next year if I have been accepted to train 
at Queens Foundation, for the following two years. 

How often do you meet?
We meet three-weekly from September to June, though 
not during Lent, when members are free to join other 
groups; and we conclude with the House Groups’ BBQ in 
July. We meet on different days of the week at different 
members’ homes. We have different leaders for our 
various sessions, both from within and without the group.  

How many people come?
We currently have 14 members; usually about 10 come.

What sort of people are you? 
Mostly retired and increasingly elderly, unsurprisingly, 
since our first meeting was on September 18th, 1990, 
when Peter Bates and the then non-Reverend Chris Giles, 
were setting up new housegroups! Vic White was at that 
meeting and is still with us, as are Morag Smith, Edna and 
Peter Handley, and Ann Polson, who joined shortly 
afterwards. We have had a steady stream of new 
members over the years, as others have left.

What do you talk about?
We have different ‘themes’ for a series of meetings, such 
as ‘Life-Builders’, ‘Jonah’, York Courses, ideas from other 
groups, and ecumenical ones. We also have ‘occasionals’ 
such as Linda Bates’ fascinating presentation on her 
doctoral thesis, and t’other Linda’s on ‘What did Jesus 
look like?’. We have an annual Christmas Miscellany, 
when every member does their own thing for 5 minutes or 
so. This year our starter theme is: ‘Perceptions of Jesus’, 
when we are seeking to understand more of what Jesus 
Himself was about, and what different followers have 
discerned, and are still discerning, about Him.

What else do you do?
We pray for one another and can give practical help. We 
occasionally have meals together.

What’s the best thing about the group?
We recognise that different members have different ideas 
and opinions. We seek to share in a spirit of fellowship. 
The time chatting together over refreshments during the 
second half of our meetings is just as important as the 
more formal first half.

Anything else you want to say about it…..
If you are interested, contact John or Linda Innes

Candidating for the Methodist Ministry:
Tina Brooker
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Green Tip
Recycling Batteries: More Options 

In the past 9 years the Church has collected over 63,000(!) 
used batteries and made sure they are safely disposed of.  
Actually batteries are remarkably heavy and  if not  
collected each week the weight builds up and they require 
strong arms to lug around!  Now:  virtually every shop that 
sells batteries must, by law, recycle used ones.  
This is not always obvious.  It would be helpful to us, then, 
to take some of your used batteries to shops rather than 
church. And, If a shop’s provision for recycling is not 
obvious, helpful to the environment, to make a fuss!  The 
more visible recycling options are, the more likely others, 
who do not pass through our church, will safely recycle their 
batteries too. 

Big New Year Recycle: Advance Notice
As usual, after Christmas, there will be a Big New year 
Recycle. This January we will be collecting more wool and 
shoes, and also unwanted tools. If you could start putting 
any of these aside until then, we would be most grateful. 

Packaging – A 
Correction:
In October’s Green Tip about good
and bad packaging, I wrote “clothes
washing detergent is sold as 
powder in cartons, which is better
than liquid in plastic bottles”.  This 

is true about the packaging but Marion, who knows 
much more about chemistry than me, has recalled a 
2009 Defra study. This recommended using 
concentrated liquid detergent (not too much) and 
washing at 30°C, to minimize the environmental 
impact of laundry detergents.  Liquid is more 
efficient than powder so less chemical is needed.  It 
is a good example of how much ‘green’ advice is a 
vexed matter of balancing pros and cons. 

Richard Balmer

Volunteer Opportunities:
You can help care for our environment in many ways. 
For example by creating awareness, passing on good 
ideas, donating money. And, if you want to be more 
active, there are groups you can join.  Here are 3.  
Contact details are on their web sites:
Solihull Conservation Volunteers: They aim to improve 
the natural environment (woodlands etc), and meet at 
the station at 10 am, 2 Sundays a month, returning at 4 
pm
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust: They aim to care for 
wildlife and improve wildlife habitat.  Volunteers are 
welcome any time
Love Solihull: This is a Council initiative aiming to make 
Solihull the cleanest, greenest and safest borough in 
the country.  They support local groups, for example 
suggesting sites for litter picking and lending kit, jackets 
and bags.  

The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
December Messenger items is 11th November



A day to get grounded in the purpose and pursuit of Eco 
Church  looking at every aspect of Eco Church

➢ Andy Lester, A Rocha UK’s conservation director will 
talk about how our churches can become even richer 
spaces and providers of habitats for wildlife. There will 
be workshops on the wider aspects of Eco Church 
including: 

➢ Worshipping our creator God, led by Joel Payne from 
Resound Worship, ‘a collective of British Song Writers 
seeking to resource the church with songs that engage 
the heart, mind and soul.’

➢ A Bright Future – a look at campaigning for a different 
future and in particular the role of divestment in this. 
Led by James Buchanan of Operation Noah, ‘a 
Christian charity working with the church to inspire 
action on climate change’.

➢ Engaging our communities on climate justice –
experiences of campaigning and practical ways to 
engage locally and internationally. Led by Maranda St 
John Nicolle, Director of Christian Concern for One 
World and World Development Adviser for Oxford 
Diocese

➢ Other workshops on buildings and land 

➢ There will also be a chance to hear stories from 
churches at various stages of their Eco Church 
journey including from Vicky Gilbert at St Catherine’s 
Burbage, a Gold award holder and, Jo Johnson from St 
Barnabas Church, Kingshurst. 

A simple lunch will be provided

A suggested donation of £10 on the day towards this and 
other conference costs would be much appreciated. 

Book through https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eco-church-from-the-ground-up-tickets-50595675026
or talk to Richard Balmer

Celia Taylor (Associate Professor in Quantitative Research at Warwick 
University) has been invited to present one of their Christmas lectures 
this year. They take scientific topics and present them in a way to enthral 
children of recommended age 8+ and their families.  They are growing in 
popularity and she hopes that some of the younger members of our 
Church family might be interested.   Find out more and book tickets from 
https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/2018/warwick-
christmas-lectures-2018take-a-closer-look/

Warwick University 
Christmas Lectures

“Is it worth the risk?” 

Monday  26 November 
at 7.00pm in the Butterworth Hall 

S AT  1 7  N OV
7 . 3 0  - 1 0 . 3 0  P M

The Oliver Bird Hall,
Church Hill Rd Solihull B91 3RQ

Tickets £12 from 

Sarah Shinner

or This Way Up info@twup.org.uk
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Rehearsals are now well underway for ‘Scrooge’, to be 
performed by our church’s music and drama group 
(SMASH). Based on Dickens’ classic tale, ‘A Christmas 
Carol’, this stage musical will certainly enchant audiences 
of all ages. Step back in time with the miserly Ebenezer 
Scrooge, on a journey full of song, dance and a little bit of 
magic!
The show will be performed in the church’s Theatre 

Space from 30th January – 2nd February 2019. The 
SMASH online box office is now open and tickets are 
already selling well, with an expectation of high demand. 
Book online via the website (www.solihull-smash.org.uk). 
You can select the seats you want and pay for them 
online by credit/debit card. Tickets will also be available 
via telephone: 07506 206892, or can be ordered and paid 
for by cash/cheque in person from the box office in the 
Church Hall after some Sunday morning services. The 
show is suitable for ages 7+.

Many of you will have heard the sad news that Traidcraft 
plc is very likely to cease trading at the end of this  year.  
There are a number of reasons for this.  Recent trading 
figures have been poor.  As with other retailers, sales 
have been hit by economic uncertainty caused by the 
decision to leave the EU and stagnating wages. The fall in 
the value of the pound has also contributed. Then there 
was also a disappointing response to an online re-launch.  
Traidcraft has always paid up front for its goods and has 
had to eat into its reserves for several years. As a result, 
in mid September fair traders  were informed that 
Traidcraft plc would close on December 31st with the 68 
people employed at Gateshead all facing redundancy.

Remarkably, despite this news, the Traidcraft roadshows 
continued and at Carrs Lane on September 28th there 
was a good display of the craft items on sale this 
autumn.  The situation was explained in detail and we 
were encouraged to keep trading in order to allow 
Traidcraft plc to end on a high.  But of course when 
goods are sold out, there will be no replacements.  In 
answer to a question about whether there might be a 

Traidcraft Mark 2, we were told that there was no such 
proposal at present.  At times during the evening several 
of the Traidcraft staff were near to tears.

Please note that all of the above refers to Traidcraft plc.  
Traidcraft Exchange is a separate organisation and as a 
charity will continue its work with producers, especially 
at this time, and in campaigning and lobbying for trade 
justice in the UK.

What does this mean for Traidcraft at Solihull?  I shall 
continue to trade as usual throughout the autumn, (this 
will include Christmas cards and advent calendars of 
course!)  but from mid December I do not anticipate 
being able to buy very much from Gateshead.  Indeed 
some items may begin to run out long before this.  So it 
will be farewell to catering tubs of coffee, recycled 
Traidcraft toilet tissues in the loos and all the lovely 
chocolate that so many of you enjoy.  After Christmas I 
shall sell off any remaining goods, with the proceeds 
going to Traidcraft Exchange.  Thereafter two Fairtrade 
cupboards will be empty.  Until Christmas please 
continue to buy Traidcraft items from me and from 2019 
onwards keep up the pressure on supermarkets by 
buying Fairtrade goods.

Linda Innes

Cosmic Chemistry: Do 
Science and Christianity 
Mix? with John Lennox

Monday 19th November
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Town Hall, Victoria Square, Birmingham

£15

John Lennox, Emeritus Professor of Mathematics 
at Oxford University, is an internationally 
renowned speaker on the interface of science, 
philosophy and religion. He has written a series 
of books exploring the relationship between 
science and Christianity and he has also 
participated in a number of televised debates 
with some of the world’s leading atheist 
thinkers, including Richard Dawkins, Christopher 
Hitchens and Peter Singer.

Many people assume that for those who take 
science seriously, belief in God is not an option, 
and commitment to the Christian faith is even 
more unreasonable. Professor John Lennox will 
be questioning these assumptions and arguing 
that belief in God actually sits more comfortably 
with science that atheism does
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

For Christmas the Solihull Community Choir will be 
singing "Sing joy to all the world" 

on Sunday 25th November

during the morning service, and then selected items 
from it during the morning Lessons and Carols service 

on Sunday 23rd December.  

As well as some original melodies, it contains a 
number of well-known carols and I am sure you will 

enjoy singing it.

Choir practices will be on

Thursdays 8th, 15th and 22nd November. 

Come and join the excitement and fun 

Talk to Peter Farndon 

by John Whitehead

Tuesday 6th November 
3.00 pm in the church

Followed by afternoon tea
Tickets £10

Big band concert

Saturday 1st December
7.00 pm in the church

Tickets £10



November Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
1.00 Lunch time 
music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

2 3

4

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
worship  Revd
Donald Ker

8.00 Prayer Space

5

10.15   Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30    Scouts

6
9.30  Holy       
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s   
Coffee  morning

3.00 Church Project 
Churchill talk and 
tea 

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

7

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

8

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

9

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

10

9.00 Saturday Dads

10.00 Eco 
conference

6.30  Smashing 
evening of 
Christmas shopping

11 
Remembrance 
Sunday

10.50  War 
Memorial

11.05  St Alphege

10.30 Reflections 
at SMC

12

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

13

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

14

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks

15

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

16

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

17

18
10.30  Morning 
Service Revd Peter 
Bates

19

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

20
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

21

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

22

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

23

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

24

9.30  Property 
working party

3.30 Messy Church

25

10.30  Morning 
service with 
singing Joy to the 
world   Revd Ken 
Howcroft 

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

26

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

27

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

28

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks

29

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

30

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club
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Apologies for omission in the October Messenger
In the Honours Board - Jemma Craig gained a place to do Physiotherapy at 
Cardiff University in 2019
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JMA was remembered on 
23rd September when 
certificates and badges were 
presented to the children 
who had collected for JMA in 
the last year. 

JMA or Junior Mission for All 
helps the Methodist church 
with its mission programme. 
Last year across the country 
£73,150 was raised to 
support their work. 80% of it 
is used by the World Mission 
Fund and 20% by the Mission 
in Britain.

At Solihull Methodist we 
raised over £1,000 including 
£143.62 gift aid. Thank you to 
the 9 collectors and also to  
the generosity of the people 
who regularly support them.

Four of the collectors are 
‘retiring’ this year therefore 
we are looking for new 
collectors. If any of the 
children feel they can have 
either a box at home to put 
spare change in or a book to 
have regular collectors in 
please speak to Helen Banks 
or Jane Weatherup.

Chef (Chris 
Tucker) handing 
out delicious hot 
dogs

Budding snooker champion


