
When in 1970  Rice and Lloyd Webber devised a view of the last 
few days of Jesus’ life from the perspective of Judas – an 
exploration of interpersonal relationships set in the political 
situation of Israel – it was to connect with a modern audience 
and give the story resonance and relevance.  SMASH’s production 
of Jesus Christ Superstar began by transporting us, through a 
projected whistle-stop tour of wars and dictators, back to Roman 
occupied Jerusalem. Then in Act II, we “fast-forwarded” to the 
modern day, showing the continued relevance of the issues and 
messages in today’s world. 
The church was transformed into “theatrespace” for the five 
sold-out performances in March, in SMASH’s 30th birthday year. 
The commitment to the story of all 45 members of the cast, 11 
strong rock band and the production team shone through.

May 2018



And in words from the Church’s weekly electronic newsletter: 
“ … here was such deep thought and imagination that retained the 
story and the music yet related the underlying messages to the 
realities of today. Were you as astounded as me that something 
we had seen before probably quite a few times, could be so fresh, 
so up to date and so meaningful in a way that added to its 
message?  We were taken on a journey so right and so powerful 
as we move from Lent into Holy Week.” 

“[From the comments of the people leaving each night] It’s true to 
say that irrespective of people’s individual religious beliefs this 
production has genuinely touched so many.”

Peter Farndon
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Logan was baptised on Easter Day by Revd Peter Bates.  
Logan brought his Mum and Dad, Laura and Daniel.  
Peter Bates  remembered that, in 1991, he had 
baptised Daniel in this church. Daniel is the grandson 
of Morag Smith.

SPECIAL LECTURE EVENING 
with a specialist Guest Speaker 

Tom Ipgrave
to speak on

King Richard lll and Leicester 
in the Church 

Friday 8 June 7.30 pm 

The Wesley Guild – the end of an era
Friday 6th April saw 109 years of the Wesley Guild at Solihull 
come to a close.   The evening was the Annual General 
Meeting ably chaired by Tom Kirby and attended by a large 
turnout. The meeting heard reports of finance and 
attendance for the last year when we met only fortnightly.

Thanks were expressed to the 4 people who had planned the 
evening for the last few years. Comments were invited about 
the year just ended and there was discussion about 
occasional meetings in the future like a meal and coffee 
evening which would be investigated. 

The meeting was attended by our Minister Ken Howcroft, 
who brought greetings from the Church and congratulated 
the Guild on achieving 109 years.  He promised support in 
any future ideas for continuing the work in another way.  He 
suggested that the Guild should go out on a high note by 
taking responsibility for a Morning Service around 
September to celebrate the place the Guild had held in the 
Church’s life. It was agreed to take this offer up.

The meeting ended with its customary Epilogue and finished 
with an enthusiastic singing of “To God be the Glory”, to a CD 
of the Westminster Central Hall Choir and organ. And so 109 
years of the Wesley Guild came to an end.  

A presentation was made to Sylvia Bailey who had been 
general Secretary for so many years 

Linda Innes making the presentation to Sylvia Bailey

The admission of Tina Brooker as an accredited local 
preacher was held at the Circuit Service on Sunday 
22nd April at Shirley with Rev Tony Malcolm. 

Well done Tina
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Flip Flops

Have you ever come across that couple, Oojamaflip and 

Oojamaflop? They used to live in a nice location, 

surrounded by lots of grass and gardens, teeming with 

wildlife, flowers, plants, fruit and vegetables. Life was 

easy for them, and they were at peace with everyone 

and everything. Now, though, they are living somewhere 

else. Things went wrong for them where they were, and 

they had to leave. Life has become harder. Some things 

are even a bit of a struggle.

Yet Oojamaflip and Oojamaflop are still carrying on like 

they did when things first began to go wrong. It is as if 

nothing has changed. You might think they are a bit 

heroic. They do a bit of work to earn a bit of money 

occasionally, when they feel like it (particularly if they 

can do it from home). Beyond that, they expect to live 

off the capital assets they have inherited or, when they 

fail, benefits from the state or elsewhere. They love to 

take, and find it hard to give (unless it is a trade-off that 

gets them more). They do some work in the house or 

garden, when the mood takes them. But they expect the 

rest of their family and other people to come in and do 

the rest, keeping everything going, preferably without 

them knowing much about it. They rarely go out of their 

home and garden. When they do visit others, they spend 

all the time talking about themselves. If others come to 

visit them, they spend all the time talking to each other. 

Some people have begun to say that they are selfish; 

self-centred; acting as if life owes them a living; thinking 

only in terms of benefit for themselves. Christians 

perhaps cannot possibly comment, whether because 

they do not want to be less than nice, or they do not 

want to be judgemental… or because they recognise that 

there may be a bit of Oojama in them, too! 

Yet Christians also know that it is better to live for other 

people and for God, rather than for themselves. They 

can look at the example of Jesus, whom Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer memorably described as “the man for 

others”. They might want to become less of an Oojama

and more like Jesus. 

But how? By steeping ourselves in his story. By imitating 

him as best we can in what we say, what we do, and 

what we are. By loving each other. By helping each other 

to love the rest of the world. By becoming his body. That 

way, we shall find him close to us and filling us with new 

life.

Some people tell me that my story is a myth, and that 

the Oojamas are not really people. They say that they 

have found an Oojama tendency in many churches, 

though, and asked whether there is one in ours. I want 

to say “No!”… …

Maydays: Kingdom Come

Someone who had better remain nameless had a little 

rant recently about not being able to sing Easter hymns 

in the weeks after Easter. He had obviously not been in 

our church those Sundays! But he had a point. Easter is 

starting to be like Christmas. You celebrate up until the 

festival, then pack everything away and get on with the 

rest of life. 

Yet there are fifty days of Easter. They start on Easter 

Sunday and end at Pentecost Sunday, which this year is 

on May 20th. Before Pentecost there is Ascension Day, 

which this year is on May 10th. Throughout the fifty days 

we celebrate and hope to experience the possibility of 

new life. Towards the end, the story of the Ascension 

tells us that Jesus’s risen life (and, therefore with him, 

ours) is a journey to become one with God. The story of 

Pentecost shows that the other side of being one with 

God is being empowered by the Spirit to become the 

arms, limbs and organs of Jesus’s body here on earth. In 

other words, for us the Ascension is about becoming 

“people for God”; and Pentecost about becoming 

“people for others”.

This year between Ascension and Pentecost there is a 
worldwide programme of prayer in which churches of all 
traditions will be taking part. It is an invitation to pray for 
the empowering of the Spirit in this troubled word, by 
praying that phrase in the Lord’s Prayer “Thy Kingdom 
Come!”. To help with this, the Methodist Church has 
produced a little pocket-sized booklet called Nine Days 
of Prayer: Waiting in Wonder. Each day has a short Bible 
passage and a picture to reflect and pray about. The 
pictures are all from the Methodist Art Collection, which 
we exhibited in Solihull this last September. We shall 
have free copies of it available at the Church.   Come and 
get one!

Ken Howcroft

FOR OTHERS
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On Saturday 8 March more than 250 people got together 
in the Church at Carr's Lane to find out about new ways 
Christians are discovering to 'be church' in response to 
the realities of 21st century society.   Three of our 
congregation went, curious to hear experiences of others 
similarly challenged to be relevant, serving, Christian 
communities in our neighbourhoods. Trey Hall (our 
District Mission Enabler, who visited us at Solihull last 
year) encouraged us all to consider how the ideas 
discussed could be translated to our own diverse settings. 

"Who will never be reached if we only keep on doing 
what we are doing now?"

"What shall I do next?"

The key questions above were posed by Trey Hall in his 
introduction. As well as the Keynote Address, we 
attended workshops on Dynamic Mission Action Planning, 
the Power of Story, Social Enterprise and 21st Century 
Chaplaincy. Although it is impossible to convey the 
experience and the learning of a whole day in a few 
words, we want to share some of that day with you here. 
A central message was that we can't continue to do the 
same and expect a different result. Please talk to us if you 
want to know more! 

Keynote - Anji Barker, Newbigin House, Winson Green:
Churches are most effective when immersed in a 
community. It's important to find the real needs of the 
community not just what we think the community needs; 
join other initiatives rather than setting up in 
competition; be prepared to  embrace risk and learn from 
mistakes.  

Chaplaincy - Karen Turner, Student Chaplain: Karen 
recommended the book "Faith Formation in a Secular 
Age" by David Root. The courage of Ananias in going to 
see Paul after his conversion reminds us of our need to go 
outside our comfort zone to share the gospel. Sharing 
stories is central to faith formation. 

Power of Story - Jo Cox-Darling: Stories are powerful: 
they can change opinion, make you cry, offer an 

alternative vision of reality. Everyone has a story. Some 
stories are mundane. Some change the world. Can we 
create more space to collect and share stories (ours, 
others', fact or fiction)? 

Social Enterprise - Simon Sutcliffe, Pioneer Minister: 
Simon's community "was never going to be a church that 
passed around a collection plate and funded a minister".  
A Social Enterprise model allowed them to become a 
presence in the community as well as a viable business. 
They are not shy of making money because it is used for 
mission and service. Investigating Social Enterprises could 
reduce reliance on the 'charity' model of volunteering, 
fund-raising and donation.

Mission Planning - Andrew Roberts: Andrew presented a 
tried and tested model for producing a high-quality plan 
that leads to action rather than more talking. Given that 
not even Jesus could do everything, we could use this 
fruitful approach to discern what God is calling us to 
be/do in our church and circuit and who God is calling us 
to be with. 

Look out for details of: 

Pioneering for Ordinary People: a participative course on 
21st Century mission running on five Saturdays through 
2018/9, starting on 29 September. Perhaps we could 
gather a congregational team to attend this.

ReImagine Church 2019: already being planned for 
Saturday 9 March next year!

Fiona Beadle, Marion Howcroft, Marjorie Roper 

Anji Barker giving the 
Keynote address
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In the week between the two snowfalls in March four 
members of the Good News Bible Study Group went on 
pilgrimage to Israel, joining a group of 26, mainly from 
the North of England and the Midlands. We 
represented at least 7 denominations, including, 
Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Assemblies of 
God and Quaker. Our Leader was an Assemblies of God 
Pastor. A splendid mix, but a challenge for our local 
Guide who was an elderly Palestinian Roman Catholic.

We spent our first two nights in Bethlehem, enjoying 
Palestinian hospitality. We visited the Herodian, a 
historic fortress built by Herod as a fortress and 
mausoleum. After Qumran, the site where the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were found, we had a dip in the Dead Sea. 
The day concluded with a short service in the Cave 
Chapel at Shepherds Fields just outside Bethlehem.

Pilgrimage to Israel March 2018

On leaving Bethlehem we visited the Mount of Olives, 
the Pater Noster Church of the Lord’s Prayer, the Church 
at the place where Jesus wept over Jerusalem, and 
walked down the Palm Sunday Road. After a picnic lunch 
we went to St Peter in Gallicantu, the house of Caiaphus, 
ending our day with a visit to The Garden Tomb where 
we shared Communion.

The next day was Sunday, a free day so we were able to 
worship at Christ Church just inside the Jaffa Gate of the 
Old City, and explore at will. On Monday we went to the 
Western (Wailing) Wall.   There were several Bar 
Mitzvahs taking place which added to the noise and 
bustle of this historic holy site. Singing Amazing Grace in 
St Anne’s Church was great, the acoustics are wonderful.  
Our next venue was 4,000 feet lower! We were in 
Jericho, an oasis city, from where we went by cable car 
up to the Mount of Temptation.  We were driven up the 
Jordan valley to our hotel in Tiberias, right on the Sea of 
Galilee. It is Galilee that so much of the Gospels really 
come alive, helped by a boat trip, a visit to Capernaum 
and Nazareth Village, which represents life at the time 
of Jesus.

Mount Carmel was amazingly peaceful, in spite of having 
been the scene of so much violence, with wonderful 
views over the Jezreel Valley. A moving visit to the 
Baptismal site at the top of the Jordan completed our tour 
leaving time for a visit to the modern city of Tiberias. So 
many places still have their Biblical names!

En route to the airport we were able to visit Joppa 
(Jaffo/Jaffa) remembering Jonah and Peter’s vision. 

It was a real privilege to travel with such an ecumenical 
group.  For several it was their first time in the Holy land, 
and they saw the Bible come alive before their eyes. For 
Ian & me, it was a wonderful opportunity to revisit special 
places and meet up with many old friends. 

If you are thinking about a pilgrimage, please ask us, and 
look at the website for Worldwide Christian Travel. They 
run pilgrimages to many countries, and a wide variety to 
Israel, and there will be one tailor-made for you! Perhaps 
your House-Group would like to think about going as a 
group? 

Janet Sinclair
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During the month of April the young people 
at Solihull Methodist Church had great fun 
with arts and crafts and meeting some 
special guests.
Sydney our student from Queens and Rev 
Farai from Castle Bromwich, came to share 
with our young people their stories of how 
they came to know God. It was lovely time 
of fellowship and focusing on the Easter 
story.

Good Friday 
Walk of Witness

More than 260 Christians from Churches Together in 
Central Solihull met at St Augustine’s Church to begin 
the Good Friday Walk of Witness.   Guests included the 
Mayor of Solihull, Councillor Stuart Davis and Julian 
Knight MP. After prayers, readings and singing of ‘Lift 
High the Cross’ the procession led by the Cross and the 
choir of St Alphege, began the walk to Mell Square 
where the crowd had swelled to around 400. 
In the Square there were further prayers and enacted 

readings on the Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus. These 
were interspersed with periods of silence and the 
singing of hymns.

The Rector of St Alphege,  Revd Jane Kencington , spoke 
on the theme of Jesus’ cry from the Cross and, during 
the singing of ‘Lift High the Cross’, the group turned 
outwards to the shoppers crossing the square. 

The procession then followed the Cross to St Alphege
Church for the final prayers and thanks, followed by Hot 
Cross Buns and coffee in the Oliver Bird Hall. 

Bryan Fitter



What an amazing week we spent at Butlins in Minehead 
exploring the theme ‘Only the Brave', following the New 
Testament book of James. Each day we focused on a 
mini theme - Face It, Live It, Tame It, Lose It and Finish It. 
From big worship sessions, to small workshops there 
was plenty to keep all of us busy! So what best way to 
pass on the ‘buzz’ of Spring Harvest than to hear from 
those who went!

✓ “I loved the friendly, relaxed and safe atmosphere –
and even felt like I’d had a mini-holiday!” Celia

✓ “You ARE going to leave me at “my” owls, aren’t you 
Mummy?” “I don’t want the dragon to be sad” “Jesus 
said to help each other” Ethan (4)

✓ “Wonderful to spend time again at Spring Harvest. 
The speakers were inspirational and very carefully 
linked everything to real life." Helen

✓ Rachel "thoroughly enjoyed the music in the teens 
group I-scape"

✓ “What I love about Spring Harvest is the wide choice 
of activities - talks, seminars, worship, workshops and 
that you mix with all generations whichever activity 
you choose. I also love experiencing literally that we 
at Solihull Methodists are part of a much 
greater whole - worshipping with 1,000s of other 
Christians is so uplifting - all from different 
backgrounds, ages and worship preferences but 
all worshipping together. Just brilliant!” Jane

✓ Benjamin (10) & Saskia (8) “absolutely loved it and 
can't wait to go back next year. We made excellent 
friends at Firestarters Xtreme (whoop whoop!) and 
the talks we had and the worship was absolutely 
'amazing'!”

“

✓ “Great teaching, great venue, great company, 
tremendous opportunities for learning, perfect for 
growing disciples of any age.” Derek G

✓ “I came home deeply challenged by the teaching on 
'determined discipleship', by the moving testimony of 
a N. Korean Christian, and by the 'Wake up!' Call to 
the church. I loved the fun and fellowship we shared 
and the joy of worshipping with thousands of 
enthusiastic Christians.” It was great! The leaders 
were so funny and delivered God’s message 
brilliantly. I loved the spirit of the place, I constantly 
felt safe and loved. The facilities were fantastic and I 
loved the freedom we were given. Most of all God 
was present there and that was AMAZING! Definitely 
recommend”
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✓ From my perspective as a parent, I was pleasantly surprised 
how organised everything was and how well the timings 
worked, and how it allowed me to go to many more 
sessions than I'd expected to. I gained so much from the 3 
or 4 sessions each day that I was able to attend while the 
kids were making friends at their superb sessions. I was 
challenged immediately on day one when we were asked to 
take a long hard look in the mirror and view ourselves how 
God sees us. This then ultimately led on to the remaining 
themes of various aspects of becoming  brave disciples for 
Christ. I was impressed with how well the theme was woven 
in to all activities each day which meant that on picking up 
the kids the conversations we were having were well 
informed as I'd been challenged in the adult sessions just as 
much as they had been at their Firestarters Xtreme (whoop 
whoop!). It was a wonderful week of fun and fellowship 
with lovely Christian friends alongside excellent bible 
teaching and challenging questions from superb speakers. 
When you add this to the wonderful facilities that Butlin's 
can provide and the superb location on the sea front then 
it's no wonder this proved to be a rewarding week away for 
the family. It's really great that the church were prepared to 
give some financial help for children to attend this year and 
it really is appreciated by all who went.  Thank you so very 
much! It's hard to put in to words the value of what we 
gained whilst away, as it's often a very personal thing, but 
rest assured that during this week at Spring Harvest lives 
have been changed, families strengthened, and God has 
done great things.” Andy

✓ Imani (11) “What I enjoyed  most about Spring 
Harvest   was becoming closer to God and spending 
time with my family.”

✓ “Spring Harvest was an interesting experience, the 
Bible Study of James with Mark Madavan was 
amazing and the fellowship of the group (and 
others) was good. Perhaps a bit loud at some 
venues!” Alison

✓ “We love PowerPack, the songs "100% 24/7 I'm a 
really brave disciple" and the swimming pool.” As 
Alice wrote at All-age worship "God loves 
swimming"!! Charlotte (6) & Alice (4).

Vision of Spring Harvest is to make space in busy lives for 
people to encounter God and help them grow in 
confidence in Jesus, then send them out to transform 
communities.

Fancy Spring Harvest 2019? The theme is ‘Unlimited When 
you pray...’. We will be going to Minehead Two - 13th - 18th

April 2019, more information will follow however please do 
speak to us if you are interested.

Sian Musgreave- Spiby

9



More Lemon for your 
Squeeze
A simple law of physics means that you get more 
juice from a lemon if it is warm. Just put it in a 
microwave for 5-10 secs before you squeeze. 

TWAM: Another Big Thank 
You 
Following our appeal in March, Linda and John 
(Innes) ended up with a garage and room full of 
tools for TWAM (Tools With A Mission), including 
many extremely useful haberdashery items.
That’s the 4th successful appeal! Well done to 
everyone and thank you so much

Richard Balmer
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More ways to help the Homeless
On 11th April at Soupa Talks, Louise Cox, the secretary of Solihull Churches Action on 
Homelessness (SCAH) told us about their work. One of their ‘actions’ is to provide 
‘starter kits’ for those moving into accommodation without anything to take with 
them. She cleared up one misconception. While they cannot accept second hand 
electrical goods (for safety reasons) or clothing, and do not have the means to 
transport furniture, they can take bedding, crockery, cutlery, kitchen items like 
saucepans, cleaning items and towels. If you have any of these in reasonable condition 
that could be recycled through SCAH, do contact Louise .

Did you know that you can now receive the weekly notices by email!     Just 
email notices@solihull-methodist.org.uk and the office will add your email 
address to their circulation list. 
There are 4 advantages. 1. You will receive the notices early. 2. You will receive 
them even if you can’t get to church. 3. The church saves paper (because it will 
not need so many paper copies) 4. It saves the time of our over-pressed office 
staff running off and folding them.  
Also, if you don’t do this already, don’t print off copies of papers for meetings if 
they are circulated by email. Just take your laptop/Ipad/Iphone along to the 
meeting.. 

Green tips

Cutting out the paperwork – weekly notices etc

mailto:notices@solihull-methodist.org.uk


Wednesday  23rd May   Following the fascinating talk last 
November on the history and current use of Temple Balsall, we 
will be having a a guided tour with a special afternoon tea.  

We will be going in our own which cars will leave the church 
car park at 1.15 pm.   If you need transport please have a word 
with Bryan Fitter when you book.   

The cost is £10 and we need to know how many would like to 
go for catering numbers please. 

Wednesday  27th June there will be a coach trip to Upton 
House and Garden to see the amazing collection of art 
there and their famous tiered gardens.   The coach will 
leave the church car park at 11 am.

The cost for the coach is £17.   There is a National Trust 
entrance fee (free to NT members)

Wednesday  8th August there will be a  coach outing to 
Chatsworth House. 

Where do you start?   There is so much to see and do. What 
about that amazing fountain with no external power?

This will be a full day trip with the coach leaving the church 
car park at 9.30 am,

The cost is £31 which includes the entrance fee to the house 
and gardens. 
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John whitehead

A group of 25 went to John’s Garden at 
Ashwood Nurseries. This garden was visited 
last summer last year but this spring trip 
showed a very different view of the garden 
with swathes of spring flowers and, in 
particular, hellebores and the colourful 
evergreens. 
This truly is a garden for all seasons and the 
views across the lawns to the Staffs- Worcester 
canal reminded us that spring is on the way. No 
trip to Ashwood would be complete without a 
visit to the restaurant and sampling the 
excellent food. One of our members was quite 
overcome when there were 5 yes- 5 gluten free 
desserts. There was even a rumour she tried all 
of them. 
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill 
Penny, Lawrie Rumens and  Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
June Messenger items is 6th May

Saturday 19th May 7.00pm

concert with 
The AD concert band 

This concert was postponed from 
March 3rd because of the snow. 

Tickets for the original concert are valid 
for this new date.

Saturday 30th June 7.00 pm

by

It is the time to join in the "Thy Kingdom Come" 
prayer initiative with Christians all round the world 
praying from 
Ascension Day (May 10th) to Pentecost (May 20th) 
that God's Kingdom will come and His will be done. 
For further information and resources see 
www.thykingdomcome.global

When we're filled, Lord, with Your Spirit And we live 
in You each day Then together we'll be loving And 
it's love that is the way We can spread the Gospel 
message To a world that needs it so:

Come and fill us with Your Spirit
So it's Your love that we show.

On June 9th 
there will be a 

National Prayer Day 
at the International Convention Centre, Birmingham 

with the theme "It's Time to Turn back to Jesus as 
individuals, the Church and the nation". 

For further information see 
www.worldprayer.org.uk

Spiritual Matters

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
http://www.worldprayer.org.uk/
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Everyday Faith 
Sharing 
12th May  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Acocks Green Methodist Church

The word ‘evangelism’ brings up 
many different emotions in many 
different people and can be 
thought of quite negatively or as 
something done by those with 
special training. This course will 
help unpack what evangelism 
really is and will help to break 
down some of the stereotypes 
associated with it. Being able to 
share our faith is something 
essential to any Christian and 
this course will explore the 
different ways to do it and how 
we can do it in an authentic way 
which feels right to us.
For more info contact Deborah 
Humphries.

Small Group Leader Training
16th June 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Maypole Methodist Church

Small Groups, whether a Bible Study Group, 
Prayer Group, Class Meeting, Life Group, Cell 
Group or other group, are one of the best 
ways to grow and deepen faith. They can be 
places of learning, worship, prayer, support, 
welcome and much more besides.
This course will be split into two halves. The 
first half, with Reverend Tony Malcolm and 
Reverend Alison Richards in the morning, will 
look at different ways of running small 
groups and will unpack how to host, 
coordinate or run them. This will include the 
sharing of a variety of tools that might be 
helpful. The second half of the day will be an 
afternoon looking at creative prayer with 
Reverend Karen Webber and Reverend 
Inderjit Bhogal.     A chance to try some 
different kinds of creative small group prayer 
out.
For info and to book contact Tom Milton.

Young (Junior) 
Church Training Day
23rd June  9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Solihull Methodist Church

This will be a training morning 
for all the Children’s leaders 
in our circuit, designed to be 
a friendly informal taster 
session packed with help and 
advice. It will include Messy 
Church, Makaton (sign 
language for worship), 
Leading Worship, working 
with Children and Teenagers, 
working with Families and 
working with Uniformed 
Groups.
For more info contact Tina 
Brooker.



May Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

2 3

1.00 Music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

4 5

6

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd
Donald Ker

7 8

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

9

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 Ascension 
Day

7.30  Ascension 
Day service

8.15  Badminton

11

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

12

9.00 Saturday Dads

10.00  Christian Aid 
coffee Morning

13

10.30  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

14

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

15
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

16

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

17

9.30   Ramble

1.00 Lunch time 
organ recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

18

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

19

20  Pentecost

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft
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What fun we had on the farm this 
Palm Sunday. Many congregations 
from around our circuit made the 
trip either by car or coach to our 
good friends John & Betty Plumbs 
farm in Coleshill.
There were tractor rides, stroking 
all the animals, cream tea and a 
telling of the Palm Sunday story 
with Bill & Ben the donkeys.
We sang Hosanna whilst waving 
our palm branches.
The sun shone and we all had a 
wonderful time.

Saturday Dads and their families 
are off to the farm in September.
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