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Monday 4th June saw the men meeting at  
Whinlatter Visitors Centre in the Lake 
District to start their first walk of the 
week. There were two walks on offer, 
strenuous and not so strenuous, which 
gave the party a good chance to flex the 
leg muscles and take in the forest trails 
and the spectacular views they offered.
After a refreshing cup of tea it was time 
to check into the Keswick Country House 
Hotel where the Solihull contingent met 
up with the Leicester contingent. Tuesday 
morning broke clear and sunny. While 
one party of walkers set of to the 
mountain tops, Helvellyn at 3118 feet, 
the remaining group took a twenty 
minute ride on the water ferry to the 
southern end of Derwentwater and 
walked along the lakeside to Keswick, and 
exploring  the Kingsholme Estate, a 
favourite haunt of Beatrix Potter

The Magnificent Six!

Chris and Nick Bywell, Bryan Fitter, Richard Balmer, Peter Stoakley and Derek Giles at the summit of Helvellyn, Lake District
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Both parties met back at the hotel to recount the 
adventures of the day and in the case of the Helvellyn
group to massage some life back  into aching limbs.
Wednesday proved to be another fine sunny day and 
Seatoller and Loweswater were the destinations for 
the two groups. The walk from Seatoller to Grange 
proved more challenging than had been anticipated  
but all the obstacles were eventually overcome. The 
terraced circuit of Loweswater gave wonderful views 
of the Buttermere Fells and out to the Irish Sea in this 
quiet corner of Cumbria. 

Our buildings enable us to worship God, care for each other, 
share the good news of God’s love in word and deed, and 
serve the communities in which we are placed. As such, they 
need to be cherished, maintained and, as necessary, 
developed.

Over the years we have been refurbishing our premises to 
make them fit for those purposes. At its meeting on 04 June 
2018, the Church Council decided that the next stage of that 
refurbishment should be the installation of a small enclosed 
passenger lift in the stair well of the Church Hall building. It 
will accommodate a motorized scooter or wheelchair or up to 
400 kg. The intention is to enable people to get upstairs who 
are in wheelchairs, in buggies, or walking with sticks, frames 
or ‘walkers’, or who would not otherwise be able to get 
upstairs (or only with great difficulty). Our letting income 
should increase because we shall have two extra fully 
accessible rooms upstairs that could be used by everyone 
who enquires (whereas currently we cannot help with some 
requests for a room to meet). 

Making this change will mean that we shall at last be fully 
compliant with the Equality Act 2010 (formerly the Disability 
Discrimination Act), to which question we have had to answer 
“No” on all our recent annual returns.  We shall therefore 
have reduced the risk of any claim against the Church Council 
(Managing Trustees). 

Above all we shall make more people welcome and at home in 
our premises.

The total costs of the project are just over £41,000. 
To date we have secured £14,000 from circuit and district funds, 
from grant-making trusts, and from private donations, plus 
£5,000 from our general Property Budget and £10,000 from our 
Church’s reserves. We have more applications to grant-making 
trusts still outstanding. The Church Council received helpful 
information and advice both from its Property Committee and 
from its Ways and Means Committee. In the light of that, the 
Council decided to underwrite the current funding gap of 
£12,000 with a potential further grant from our Church’s 
reserves. At the same time, aware that some people were 
indicating that they might wish to donate towards this particular 
project, the Council decided to make a general appeal for 
contributions.

So we are inviting you to consider prayerfully making your own 
generous financial gift, according to your means, to be used 
specifically to help cover the costs of the new lift. Please note 
that we would not wish anyone to respond by diverting money 
from their current committed giving to the Church. 

If you wish to have further information please contact the 
Church Office. They will also be able to provide you with a reply 
slip and instructions if you wish and are able to make a gift. 
Thank you! 

LIFT APPEAL

The final day involved a gentle walk round Rydalwater, and for the 
slightly more energetic, a ramble over High Rigg with its amazing 
views of Thirlmere, Skiddaw and Blencathra.
Throughout the week the weather was superb with blue skies, 
gentle breezes and amazing cloudscapes.
As usual a big thank you must go to Reg Bywell and Don Walker for 
organising the trip.
We all look forward to meeting again  next year!

Bryan Fitter
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Aurelia, 8 years old, took her Regional Grade 5 Artistic 
Gymnastics examination 6 weeks after recovering 
from a broken arm.   She had to perform vault, beam, 
bar and floor exercises and was successful in achieving 
a merit grade.

Michael and Valerie Willett were married at St. John's 
Church, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, on 28th June, 1958.    
They will be celebrating their diamond anniversary with 
25 immediate family members who will have flown in 
from Canada, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and Abu Dhabi.

Anna, second daughter of Sarah and Robin was 
born on Friday 9th June weighing 8lb 12 oz.

New Baby

Mary Evans and David Buckels were married at 
the Presbyterian Church of Wales, Southport on 
July 13, 1968

Golden Wedding

Sarah says…Anna and I are both doing really well. It 
took a little while to persuade Anna to be born, but now 
she is here she is a picture of health. Ben and Stella love 
helping look after their little sister and Robin is a very 
proud Daddy. I was very aware of lots of people in 
church praying for me while I was in hospital and am 
very grateful for their love and care.



The evening of Thursday May 24th saw over 100 
people from all over the Birmingham District –
although, alas, very few from our own church apart 
from the valiant stewards and servers – at the annual 
District Ordinands’ Testimony Service. 

This time there were three ladies – one, Jane Braund, 
from the Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit, and two, Farai  
Marapula and Ping Ting Chen, from the Birmingham 
Circuit.  Peter Bates launched proceedings, explaining 
how, at the end of a two-year probationary period and 
shortly before going forward to Ordination at the 
Conference (which this July will be in Nottingham), each 
candidate gives their testimony as to how they came to 
faith and their calling to the ordained ministry.  The 
testimonies were interspersed with full-volume 
Methodist rendition of favourite hymns - Ye Servants Of 
God, As The Deer Pants For The Water, Sing Of The 
Lord’s Goodness, Give Thanks With A Grateful Heart 
(these three chosen by the Ordinands), closing with 
Hear The Call Of The Kingdom. There was a reading 
from Isaiah chapter 6 and each candidate spoke for ten 
minutes, including a bible passage that was special for 
them as their journey to ordination had continued. 

For Jane her calling had been a very gradual process. 

Farai spoke about experiencing compassionate help 
when she was a desolate immigrant.   Ping Ting had 
worked with asylum-seekers in the Kings Cross area of 
London (she is now at the local Chinese church which 
meets at our Caz’s church, Northfield). They were 
three very different stories, revealing by how many 
different ways God had led them to this stage in their 
journeys of life and faith, and the excitement of the 
next stages. 

Ian Howarth, Chair of the District, rounded off the 
service, stressing the importance of ‘hope’, before we 
sang our final hymn.  

Refreshments at the back of the church followed, a 
great opportunity to catch up with people we 
sometimes had not spoken to for several months. I was 
amazed when Gareth Davies, once a regular leader of 
services at our church, told me he hadn’t been in the 
building since we had got rid of the pews and installed 
chairs!  

All in all, a wonderful and inspiring occasion, and we 
sent Jane, Farai and Ping Ting on their journeys with our 
prayers and blessing. 

John Innes

Congratulation to Chris Ham on being awarded the knight Bachelor in the 
Queen’s Birthday honours.   Chris (Ioanna Burnell’s husband) recently 
retired from being the C E O of the Kings Fund, the health service think 
tank

Congratulations to Georgia (Aldridge’s granddaughter) who enjoyed a trip 
to the Palace in May with her dad to receive her Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award.  
They had a fantastic day with 1700 other young people collecting their 

certificates for their Gold award - several of them from Georgia's school in 
Bromsgrove so it was like a mini-reunion as well.  

And the sunshine made it a real day to remember! 

Knighthood

4

Ian, Doris and all the family wish to thank all the members of Solihull 
Methodist Church for their prayers and concerns during Ian’s spell in 
hospital.   Fourteen weeks in hospital is a long time and we certainly felt 
in need of strength and support to see us through.   It was given to us.
Ian is back home now and we are gradually getting into some sort of 
routine and a different lifestyle.   
Your prayers would help us along the way.  Thank you 

Doris and Ian Dugdale
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I am writing this whilst waiting for news that our daughter 
has gone into labour. No, I don’t mean the political party, 
but the hard work of giving birth for the first time. That set 
me wondering what stories this new grandchild will 
eventually be told about his or her family background and 
history: for example, about one grandfather being 
Vietnamese and the other a Methodist minister, and about 
two equally wonderful but different grandmothers. 

Whatever stories children are told, will help to shape who 
they are, and what they may become. You just have to 
hope and pray that the stories will not imprison but 
liberate them. I am always interested when the series 
“Who Do You Think You Are?” comes back on the 
television for another series. But I have to have my filter 
mechanisms activated when the title sequence comes on. 

If I don’t, I hear an echo in the title of a phrase we used to 
hear a lot: namely, “Who Do they Think They Are?”, with 
all the implications of people getting above themselves or 
acting unthinkingly, unkindly or unjustly to others. Do 
people think that about us, when we try to reflect on what 
we have been, what we have become, what we might 
become in the future? Does God?
It strikes me that families often repeat stories which 
somehow reflect the character or identity of the family. So 
do tribes or similar groups: for example, Northern Ireland 
Protestants, English Catholics, and even some Methodists 
(talking about Anglican Bishops!); or followers of the 
various local football clubs (which for reasons of diplomacy 
I shall not further name). 

By rehearsing its memories, we help to form the family, 
tribe or group. Through the repeating of the stories, the 
younger members of the family or group are apprenticed 
into a sort of corporate remembering, even though they 
did not themselves have direct experience of the things 
being remembered. But as they gradually own the 
memories and are formed by them, they open themselves 
up to the possibility of interpreting things that they are 
experiencing in the present through the lens of the 
memories of the past. 

As some of the ‘tribal’ examples above perhaps suggest, 
this is not always healthy. Some Methodists, for example, 
might occasionally have a tendency to see a speck of 
effortless superiority in the eyes of some people in the 
Church of England, without noticing the plank of effortless 
inferiority in their own!

At the same time, without the memories of the past, we 
are often lost. They can bring us security and encourage us 
to flourish. They provide us with a narrative of who we are, 
and what we are for

A good example is the Bible. It tells us the stories of how the 
children of Israel experienced the grace and saving love and 
became God’s people. 

It tells us the stories of how the followers of Jesus experienced 
the grace and saving love of God and became his body, sharing 
his way of self-emptying love for the sake of God and others, 
and of being raised to new life. By remembering and owning 
those stories, we open up the possibility of the things they 
describe becoming real for us, and being directly experienced 
by us. The classic example is the communion service. It is not 
just a dramatised reading of a story from the New Testament. 
It also makes the experience real for us in the present, so that 
we too are handed over to death and raised to life with each 
other and with Christ. 

How then are we to ensure that our remembering of the past 
is not unhealthy and imprisoning, but healthy and liberating? 
It is by recognising that our remembering has to be meshed 
with re-imagining. By re-imagining our memories we are, at 
our best, able to hold on to the values and the other things 
that are important within what is remembered. At the same 
time – and crucially - by re-imagining them within our thinking 
of God or conversations with God, we allow the Spirit to recast 
them to serve the present age in the light of the gospel. 

I have always been fascinated by the fact that when the 
scriptures want to describe the future and to encourage 
people to open themselves up to receive their future from 
God, they go back to the memories of the past and re-imagine 
them. The prophets (particularly Isaiah) keep going back to the 
creation narratives. The Book of Revelation, in its vision of 
everything becoming one with God, sees a new heaven and a 
new earth as they are in the creation narratives of Genesis. 
Yet those images are then re-imagined as being meshed with 
those of a new Jerusalem, which in turn is re-imagined as 
having the tree of life of the Garden of Eden within it – but 
without a specific Temple! And on it goes…

There is a wonderful hymn by Charles Wesley which puts all 
this in a nutshell. It begins “Author of faith, eternal Word”, and 
can be found in a modernised form at number 457 in the 
current Singing the Faith, and in its original form at number 
662 in the 1983 Hymns and Psalms. The third verse in the 
latter version is “By faith we know thee strong to save- / Save 
us, a present Saviour thou! / Whate’er we hope, by faith we 
have, / Future and past subsisting now”. 
I must remember to live like that – and try to re-imagine how!

Remembering and Re-imagining

Ken Howcroft



The Church Council made some important decisions on 
Monday 4 June 2018. Even more importantly, I want to 
pay tribute to the way it made them: carefully, 
prayerfully, and respectfully. People came prepared, so 
that time could be spent assessing options and 
arguments, and then making informed decisions. 

As a result, a lot was done in the two hour meeting. If you 
wish to see the paperwork that led to them, please ask 
me or the Church Office.

The main headlines are that the Council

• received and approved the annual statistical and 
property returns;

• approved unanimously a Safeguarding policy 
concerning Church Transport as an Appendix to the 
overall SMC Safeguarding Policy, and then adopted the 
2018 version of that overall Policy;

• approved the appointment of Wallace Crooke as 
Auditors, and received for information a statement of 
the Church’s Financial Position as at 30 April 2018 and 
a copy of the approved budget for 2018-19;

• agreed (with 1 vote against) to adopt a Car Park 
Management Scheme using Combined Parking 
Solution (further details will follow);

• agreed unanimously (a) to postpone the 
refurbishment of the Gents’ Toilets in the Church Hall 
building, but to proceed immediately with the project 
to install a lift for wheelchair users and the like, (b) to 
underwrite the current shortfall between promised 
income and projected expenditure from the Church’s 
reserves, but (c) to launch a specific appeal to the 
congregation for donations to this project (more 
details will follow about this);

• adopted a revised Committee Structure for the 
Church, including a new Church Life and Mission 
Committee to be chaired by Fiona Beadle, and Terms 
of Reference for the major Committees;

• discussed the developing Circuit Strategy and the 
implementation of the outcomes of our own Finding 
the Way Forward process (for more about the former 
see overleaf);

• received reports from the Greener Church Group, the 
Communications Group, and Churches Together in 
Central Solihull, and from the stewards about (a) 
progress in dealing with Data Protection, and (b) the 
intention to offer £100 for each child from the Church 
attending Spring Harvest.   

The Revd Ken Howcroft, Chair of the Church Council   
07 June 2018

For the story so far, see the paper in the June 2018 
edition of the SMC Messenger. Since the March Circuit 
Assembly a small Strategy Group has been hard at work, 
using the feedback it received to refine the groupings for 
Ministry Teams that had been suggested and making 
potential changes; whilst at the same time the Circuit 
Executive has been busy beginning the process of seeking 
to appoint a new Superintendent Minister from within 
our own Ministerial team.

So, where are we in the process and what do we now 
know?
The great news is that the time-line is becoming much 
more clear for the coming months. On further inspection 
it was realised that the small group assigned to reviewing 
the groupings by the circuit executive could not complete 
their work until the new Superintendent had been 
appointed. This is because the part of the circuit within 
which the new Superintendent Minister will be located 
will need extra resource to mitigate for that person’s time 
commitment to the circuit. The final groupings are 
therefore on hold, but hopefully not for long. In terms of 
appointing a new Superintendent, the process is already 
half way through. A profile has been written and sent out 
to our Ministers with a deadline for applications of the 

8th June. There will be interviews on Monday 11th June 
and the outcome of these will go to the Circuit Executive 
on the same evening.

Announcements
Hopefully not too long after these meetings we will be 
able to announce not only the name of our new 
Superintendent Minister from 2019 but also begin to talk 
about a new suggested grouping of churches for our 
Ministry Teams. Please bear with us as we seek to attend 
to this process with care and attention - we will bring you 
news as soon as we are able.

Prayers Appreciated
Your prayers for this process and all involved are deeply 
appreciated, in particular for Ministers offering to be a 
Superintendent Minister and those involved in the 
decision making for both this and the Ministry Teams. 

Questions
If you have any questions about the process please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with one of our three 
Superintendent Ministers who will be happy to talk things 
through with you. You will find their contact details on 
the Circuit website’s 'Contact Us' page.
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Rev Kathy Lloyd Roberts gave a guided tour of Temple 

Balsall to a group from Soupa Talks on Wednesday.   

This followed her talk on the history of Temple Balsall 

last November.   We started in the Old Hall with Kathy 

giving us more history of the Knights Templar and the 

Hospitallers and then moved over to the church where 

Kathy described the history and many artefacts in the 

church.

This was followed by an afternoon tea in the Old Hall 

and  a tour of the Lady Leveson court.   It was a 

fascinating afternoon and very much enjoyed by all 

those who went.

This was followed by an afternoon tea 

(wonderful selection of cakes) in the Old 

Hall and  a tour of the Lady Leveson court.   

It was a fascinating afternoon and very 

much enjoyed by all those who went.

What a wonderful way to bring the Wesley Guild to a formal end by
celebrating in such a large and interested meeting.
Last Friday evening, 8 June, a record number of about 40 Church 
Members gathered in the Margaret Wharam Room to listen to a
masterly and fascinating Power Point presentation by Tom Ipgrave.
Tom is a town planner of Leicester MBC, but also the grand-son of 
the Guild’s long time Secretary, Sylvia Bailey. 
He spoke, with much knowledge & authority, about King Richard III’s
associations with the City of Leicester, both in his life and, since his
death and the re-discovery of his bones in “a car park”, which, in his 
time, was the Church of the Grey Friars.
His talk was illustrated by many pictures of the places in Leicester 
that were connected with the King, and also showed a plan of the 
streets of the city revealing how many roads kept alive his memory. 
From Tom’s talk, it was evident how the King, and the story of his life, 
death and the finding of his bones, had fascinated the citizens of 
Leicester over the centuries.
Tom ended his talk with the unusual statistic that, while Leicester City 
football club had for a very long time had a run of defeats, following 
the King’s  re-burial in a magnificent tomb in Leicester’s Anglican 
Cathedral, the team had won 7 out of 8 of its end- of- season 
matches!!
He quoted the football chant that went something like “King Richard 
is dead, but he is OURS”.
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Tom Ipgrave

Members of the Wesley Guild wil not, in the future, be holding regular evening meetings, but it will still
continue, with events such as an evening Garden Party in August, and a Thanksgiving service

in Church on a Sunday morning in September.



Prayer Space

The themes of each  day at Spring Harvest, which 
reflected the Chapters of the Book of James, (see May 
Messenger), became themes for a Prayer Space evening.

Those who have not tried this innovative way of worship 
should give it a go. It is so different yet so meaningful.

Abi had set up 5 prayer stations one for each chapter 
using the Spring Harvest headings (The picture is station 
1)

• Chapter 1 – Face it – a challenge to look in the mirror 
of scriptures and see ourselves as we really are

• Chapter 2 – Live it – the challenge to be braver at 
home and at work in declaring and acting out faith

• Chapter 3 – Tame it – Learning to weigh what we say 
to not be hurtful to others

• Chapter 4 – Lose it – Urging us to lose those worldly 
and material things that hold us back in our faith

• Chapter 5 – Finish it - keeping on in the face of 
adversity and set backs

Everyone started and finished together but were then 
free to go from station to station as the occasion took 
them with plenty of time to ponder and think about the 
personal challenges from each chapter and reflect that 
in their own silent prayers.

A lot of thought and effort here to create a quite moving 
experience.

Prayer Space is in the church at 8 pm on the first Sunday 
evening of each month. 

Give it a go next month

I am sure I was not the only one 
to get excited this week when we 
welcomed a group of soloists
from Solihull School to perform 
our lunchtime recital. It drew 
possibly our best audience yet
from inside and outside our 
church family and we were 
treated to 8 simply top class
performers. They aged from just 
starting secondary school (Year 7) 
up to 5th form (Year 12).
They looked and sounded like 
mature adults.

Salute Bethan , Max, Katy, Aviva, 
Richard, Oliver, and a piano duet 
that was delightful with Ziying and 
Oliver. 
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Between them they played pieces by Hummel, Bach, Schumann, Eccles, Scarlatti, Paderewski, and Liszt. 
The applause rightly went on and on. 
This was one of the best recitals we have heard – let’s hope they come back next year.

Lawrie Rumens



Two reports were published close to the first anniversary of the Grenfell 
Tower Fire highlighting the value of the local faith groups in supporting the 
community in the aftermath of the disaster.   Theos, a Christian think tank  
and Muslim Aid with the Al Manaar Centre commissioned the reports.   They 
were discussed by the authors on Radio 4’s Sunday programme along with 
Revd Dr Mike Long (Lorna and Nigel Collinson’s son in law and minister at 
Notting Hill Methodist Church). You can watch a very good video with Mike 
Long reflecting on the impact of the Grenfell Tower fire on the local 
community and on his faith by going to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvvEmI3SXx0

It made 9 key recommendations.

• Drawing on local capacities

• Context matters

• Building partnerships

• The added value of faith-based 
organisations

• Strengthening coordination

• Investing long-term

• Developing effective funding 
mechanisms

• Enhancing preparedness

After Grenfell: the Faith Groups’ Response 
(Christian report)
This report identified a number of key themes. 

• Trust The faith groups were trusted to receive 
donations in gifts and kind. They were made up of 
people from the local community itself.   In many 
ways, the faith response was an example of the 
community ministering to itself, rather than being 
helped by well-meaning outsiders. 

• History They were long-standing institutions, 
having been in existence there for a long time, 

• Commitment They were dedicated to both their 
faith and their community. This resulted in a 
valuable combination: of having invested sufficiently 
in their localities to the effect that they owned and 
ran buildings and facilities.  There was  also 
preaching and practising an ethos of openness and 
hospitality to those in need, which meant they could 
open those buildings and use those facilities for 
those who needed them. 

Al Manaar Centre, Kensington

Notting Hill Methodist Church

Recommendations

• Be prepared   in the sense of building good 
networks, communications and relationships with 
statutory and other civil society bodies, establishing 
databases of potential volunteers, and developing 
and practising emergency responses – this might 
make all the difference. 

• Be visible   The authors heard repeatedly that, in 
the chaos of the immediate aftermath, being 
identifiable as coming from a trusted faith group 
made a difference. Use uniform (dog collars) and/or 
other identity markers to ensure visibility, both for 
practical reasons and making oneself seen.

• Be flexible  When it came to offers of practical 
help, of financial assistance, or pastoral care, it really 
helps to understand and respond to the context. and 
able to identify which are the most pressing needs; 
to accept offers of help from those able to give it and 
decline help and donations when surplus to 
requirements.

Mind The Gap - A review of the voluntary sector 
response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy 
(Muslim report).   
It found that many voluntary organisations, however ill-

prepared, played a vital role by stepping up to the challenge of 
meeting the needs of the affected community.      
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvvEmI3SXx0


10

Green tips

A Carbon Footprint is the amount of carbon dioxide, the main global warming 
gas, each of us puts into the atmosphere. We do this, not just when we use 
electricity or gas, go by car or fly somewhere, but every time we buy something 
because energy is used to make the goods or services we buy. 
Estimates will never be completely accurate but there are calculators which help. 
A particularly useful one is offered by Carbon Footprint Ltd, Environmental 
Consultants in Basingstoke. Get your gas + electric bills out (divide by the number 
in the house of course) and insert reasonable figures where invited. My 
calculation is above. The UK average is 7.18 tonnes/year so I have work to do. 
The calculator is on the website www.carbonfootprint.com

Let’s try Bio-Degradable Bin Liners
Plastic is a wonderful material – until we no longer need it. Plastic bags, used once, are a 
particular problem because many end up as litter and some break up and get into our rivers, seas 
and food chains. New, starch based, 10 litre bags are coming to market which will compost 
down. Still currently expensive, we could try them. We could also tell friends and encourage 
their use so the range will expand and prices fall. Morrisons sell rolls of 20 bin liners under the 
Addis label, and Tesco and Sainsbury own name rolls of 25. 

Do check your Carbon Footprint
Item Tn CO2

Electricity +gas 1.04

Use of car 1.10

3 Flights 1.69

Bus, train, etc 0.05

Goods + services 4.88

Total 8.76

Needed: 3 Bird Boxes
If anyone has an unwanted bird box or could make one (see the June Messenger) please let me know. It would be 
good to have at least 3 in the church grounds to encourage small birds. 

Richard Balmer

Church joins motorcyclist 
association

Brackley Methodist Church has officially been 
recognised as a member of the Christian Motorcyclists’ 
Association (CMA).
The church welcomed members of the association’s 
Towcester branch to its service and was presented with 
a white leather cross to recognise its partnership with 
the CMA. The Revd Pat Olivent-Hayes received her own 
biker cross and is now an official supporter of the CMA. 
Congregation member Roger Geyton was welcomed as 
a member of the CMA and also received a leather 
cross.
The Revd Patricia Olivent-Hayes said: “It is a privilege to 
work alongside CMA and to support them with our 
prayers.”



Church Without Walls is a Birmingham District initiative to 
encourage churches to engage with their local 
communities. Read on to find out what Saltley Methodist 
Church have been up to in their community.

A note from Samuel Uwimana, the Minister of Saltley
Methodist Church

A Saturday in May was another day for mission in our 
community. We were not alone as a church; other 
denominations joined us for evangelism. We aim to be a 
”missional church”. As David J Bosch wrote , “ The church 
will be called a missional congregation when it takes up 
the role of evangelism which is to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus’ resurrection, forgiveness of sins, belief in God, 
and hope of eternal life with God“.

We went out as four denominations – working together in 
our community, to build a “Church Without Walls “. Those 
are: Saltlley Methodist Church (the host), Grenfell Baptist 
Church, Saltley Baptist Church and Elim Pentecostal 
church. 

We prayed for people in the street, Fox and Goose Centre, 
Bus stops, Petrol station, and Shops. We gave out a lot of 
leaflets and other resources for mission. It was wonderful 
to work together with ministers and church members from 
other denominations! 

Around 12:33 pm , we had a feed-back meeting and 
refreshment at Tesco Supermarket’s café. We pledged to 
continue working together as we reach out people for the 
Gospel of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20)

Church Without Walls at 
Saltey Methodist Church

We would like to express our sincere thanks to 
Birmingham District for the grant of £100 given to us for 
mission in our community. We also thank Revd Trey 
Hall and Mrs Helen Lynskey for their support and 
prayers. As John Wesley once said:

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all 
the ways you can, In all the places you can, At all the 
times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever 
you can.”

He said again : “ All need to be saved, All may be saved.... 
All may be saved to the uttermost”

God bless you all,

Samuel

11
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd 
Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
September Messenger items is 12th August

Between 2012-15 some mission funding from the 
United Reformed Church helped to support and 
encourage the central Solihull churches in their 
engagement in care homes through the Generations 
Project. The Anglican and Catholic parishes each have 
a eucharistic ministry in a number of homes. 

The Generations Project sought to enable contact in 
more places and in ways other than formal worship, 
including having Pastoral Link people to visit regularly 
and share in the life of a home.

Changes in ministry in the central Solihull churches in 
2019 mean that some fresh plans need to be put into 
place if the ‘church in care homes’ is to continue to 
expand its reach and variety. 

To explore possibilities and all that already takes place 
an open lunch meeting is planned for 

Wednesday 4th July  

12 noon in the Meeting Place @ Christ Church 

All are welcome - bring your own lunch - drinks are provided

The variety of activities involved include: Traditional 
worship, Reflection and reminiscence, Art/craft, Bible 
reading, Pastoral conversation, Prayer, Music/singing.

If you wish to explore a part you might play in enabling this 
ministry into the future, please come to the planned 
meeting or contact Revd Mark Fisher  mjf.urc@me.com

The Castle Bromwich Methodist Drama 
Group (Cat Lane Players) 

present an amateur performance of this 
Peter Gordon play from 

Thursday 5th - Saturday 7th July.

Housegroups BBQ
Tuesday 17th July

6.30 pm
79 Silhill Hall Road 

£5

All welcome

See Bryan Fitter for tickets 
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Music for a
Summer’s Evening

Dorridge Methodist Church invites you 

to a summer music event in aid of Action for 
Children. This will take place on

Friday 13th July 
at 7.30pm and tickets are £10.

Data Protection Law Change (GDPR) –
Training Sessions

The law has recently changed with regard to Data Protection 
and so in line with that,  Birmingham Methodist Circuit is 
undergoing a review of its procedures including those already 
in place and those that are needed for the new legislation. This 
is all being done in line with advice from our Data Controllers, 
TMCP (Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes), and we 
expect the review and updates to our processes to be in place 
for the most part by the end of August 2018.

Training Dates

Tuesday 17th July - 2pm - 4pm at Selly Oak Methodist Church

Monday 23rd July - 10am - 12noon at Lozells Methodist 
Church

Saturday 4th August - 10am - 12noon at The Church at Carrs
Lane

Thursday 9th August - 7-9pm at Solihull Methodist Church

Tuesday 14th August - 7-9pm at Acocks Green Methodist 
Church

Please note that you only need to attend one of these sessions

Summer Challenge Lecture  

Telling a New Story: 
Re-thinking British identity 
considering the Brexit vote.

Thursday 12th July 2018 7:00 pm

Selly Oak Methodist Church

Coffee/Tea will be available from 7.00pm.

Lecture will be led by Professor Anthony 
Reddie, 



July Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
David Reddish

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd
Donald Ker

8.00 Prayer Space

2

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

3
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

4

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

5

1.00 Lunch time 
organ recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

6

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7

8

10.30  Holy 
Communion Revd
Peter Bates

9

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

10

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

11

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

12

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

13

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

14

9.00 Saturday Dads

9.45  Mums coffee 
and relax

15
10.30 Morning 
service  R Keast

16

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6.30    Housegroups
BBQ

18

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

19

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

20 21

22

10.30  Morning 
service

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Revd
Chris Giles 

23 24

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

25

10.00  Morning
prayers

26

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

27 28

3.30 Messy Church 

29

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft

30 31

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

14
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August Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

10.00  Morning
prayers

2

8.15  Badminton

3 4

5

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd
Ken Howcroft

8.00 Prayer Space

6 7

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

8

9.30  Soupa Talks 
trip to Chatsworth 
House

10.00  Morning
prayers

9

8.15  Badminton

10

7.00 Guild Coffee 
Evening at 10 
Kirton Grove

11

12

10.30  Holy 
Communion Revd
Peter Bates

13 14
9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

15

10.00  Morning
prayers

16

9.30   Ramble

8.15  Badminton

17 18

19

10.30 Morning 
service  Revd
Nigel Collinson

20 21

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

22

10.00  Morning
prayers

23

8.15  Badminton

24 25

3.30 Messy Church 

26

10.30 Morning 
service Revd
Donald Ker

27 28

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

29

10.00  Morning
prayers

30

8.15  Badminton

31

16
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CIRCUIT SERVICE at SOLIHULL METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 02 September 2018 at 4 pm .

A chance to worship God together!
The service will include the Commissioning of Circuit Stewards and 

Other Circuit Officers; 
a celebration of volunteering; and (possibly) the Accreditation of a 

Local Preacher.



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

EN.R.G youth were so pleased to welcome the young people from St. Alphege Church to our Friday night 
youth group. It was the first time the two groups have come together at Solihull Methodist Church. We all 
had a great time playing sport, having lots of fun with the team games and listening to a talk about 
following Jesus. The activity we did was taken from Prayer Space the week before. I thought it was a great 
way of seeing the young people make up words of praise for God using the scrabble letters. The visits 
have been so successful that we will now be visiting each other’s church youth groups each term. EN.R.G 
youth group also play sport once a month with the young people from Olton Baptist and Solihull Christian 
Fellowship. A truly ecumenical time for our church with the teenagers of Solihull. Good news!

Tina Brooker


