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Computer graphic drawn by
the architect showing the front
of the church with the
proposed canopy porch

The Way Ahead Fund Raising group were delighted to learn
that the Methodist Connexion have given Solihull a grant of
£30,000 towards our developments in the church. Along with
the £100,000 given and promised by the congregation and the
two grants of £15,000 from the Birmingham Circuit and
Birmingham District of the Methodist Church, we have now
raised a total of

£161,896
We are still awaiting for the outcome of 2 more grant
applications where decisions are expected before the end of
March. Two further grant providers are also being explored.
Additionally we hope that members of the congregation will
consider ‘sponsoring a chair’ or ‘buying a pew’.
Planning for the work is well advanced and we are hopeful
that it will be carried out over the summer months.
Chris Tucker
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Progress is being made with the Way Ahead
development planning. You will have read in a previous
‘Messenger’ that the scheme has already gained
planning permission.

poll are of a traditional timber frame construction.
These chairs are both on the heavy side, so we are
looking at alternatives in a similar style and construction,
but lighter.

Together with our Architect, Jeff Scoffham of Hasker
Architects, we have been finalising the design details and
specification of the scheme.

Our ‘Colour Party’ are working on the overall colour
scheme with input and advice from Jeff Scoffham.

The costing of the now ‘detailed scheme’ is being
undertaken as a check against the original costings. Also
the preparation of invitation to tender documentation is
underway.
In addition to the original scheme, there have been
requests for improved lighting, including ‘mood’ lighting,
and to increase the number of power points.

A plan has been produced showing all high level
activities, their duration and timings. Provisionally we
will be in a position to start the work early May 2015
and complete the project by early August 2015.
During this period we will need to hold our Services in
the Church Hall, and we are now checking the what,
when and how we manage this.
Graham Mackenzie

Following the ‘Chair Test’, the two chairs that topped the

Computer drawn graphic showing the inside of the church.
Please note this will not be the final colour scheme – that still has to be decided

New appointment

Deaths

Helen Cameron has been appointed as the
Assistant Secretary of the Conference of the
Methodist Church from September for 6 years.
We congratulate Helen on her appointment to
this senior position in the church.

Dora Bond (aged 94) was a very active member in the
Church in Solihull from the 1940s until the late 1970s
when she moved to Tewkesbury
Christine Byles - there will be an obituary in the next
month’s Messenger
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Aaron was born to Kishore and Sushma. Here he is seen
with Sushma.

Benjamin George with his parents Lizzie and Keith after
his baptismal service.

Notburga Cheetham- Tilt

ln conditions of hardship. Food
was scarce.

Notburga (Burgi) was 91 when she died in November. She
was a colourful character with many stories to tell of her
eventful life.

Sue Turnbull married
Michael Broadbent

In 1948 she came to England.
Time passed and then she met
and married Squadron Leader
Ernest Tilt .

She was born in Graz, Austria, into a military family. Her
parents were Anton and Margareta Triller and she had one
brother Toni who was 17 years her senior. While she was
still at a private school in Graz she showed considerable
ability in singing and dancing and had several opportunities
to perform in public. Her ambition was to become a
professional singer and dancer.

In 1958 Burgi inherited a
hunting lodge near Graz and
she and Ernest lived there until
1962 when they returned to
England with their baby
daughter Mina. They lived for
a while in Malvern and
Kenilworth and then ran a hotel in Stratford for four years
until Ernest died in 1985. Burgi stayed on in Stratford and
eventually married John Cheetham with whom she spent
ten happy years until he too died in 1999.

She was moved to a convent school and it was during her
time there that Nazi pressure on Austria tightened.
Germany invaded Austria in 1938 and the convent was
closed. Liberty was restricted and rules came into force
which must be obeyed. One such rule was that two flags
emblazoned with a swastika must be flown at each window
in every house. Burgi and her mother flouted this rule by
flying only one flag. They were severely reprimanded and
forced to obey. At 15 years old Burgi dared to post an antiNazi poem outside the school house. She was caught and
cruelly beaten.

For the last ten years of her life Burgi lived in Olton, not far
from her daughter Mina.

Burgi’s anti-Nazi feelings persisted and led to her joining the
Austrian Resistance movement as a courier carrying hidden
messages to the espionage network in other occupied
countries. There were many perilous exploits, but she was
successful and returned safely. However, in 1944 she was
arrested by the Gestapo and was put on a train bound for
Dachau concentration camp from which, by great good
fortune, she managed to escape. She survived the war and
spent the next few years living mainly with cousins in Vienna
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Burgi had written three books and gave many lectures and
talks about her life. Until her health failed she came
regularly to morning services at our church. All who knew
her remember her as a flamboyant character, full of
amazing stories and with a sense of fun. She could even
laugh at herself. She could be very kind to the people who
were close to her and she shared Mina’s love of animals.
We offer our prayers of sympathy for Mina who cared for
her over many years , sometimes in difficult circumstances,
with unswerving love.
Sylvia Bailey

Revd Ken Howcroft
minister@solihull-methodist.org.uk

Greetings to you all! Travelling as President of the Conference
around the British Connexion of the Methodist Church and
visiting the young, vibrant and emerging Methodist Church in
Nicaragua has been incredibly exciting, stimulating and
humbling. But it was also wonderful to be here in Solihull for a
fortnight at Christmas, and to be able to take part in the
services and other activities at the church over the festive
season. We discovered that Solihull in general feels like home,
and Solihull Methodist Church in particular feels like family: a
family in which everyone gives each other space to be and
become what God intends them to be, so that there are all
sorts of personalities with all sorts of views (including some like
me who can have three inconsistent views within half an hour,
and that is on a good day!). I suspect that you do not know how
wonderful you are.
The new year is often a time for resolutions. I tend not to like
such resolutions, because sometimes they simply become tools
for making us feel bad about ourselves. But the new year is also
the time for the Covenant Service. Put simply, the Covenant is
about the on-going relationship with God that God enables us
to have. That relationship is what we sometimes call ‘holiness’.
It affects our shared life as the community of God’s people and
the body of Christ as we live in God’s world (what we might call
‘social holiness’). Within that community and body it affects our
individual lives (what we might call ‘personal holiness’). Jesus is
the supreme example of what it is like to live in that
relationship with God.

Revd Peter Bates
minister@solihull-methodist.org.uk

All this means that our journey of faith and discipleship never
stops still. “He (or she) who is not busy being born is busy dying”
(I will be interested to see how many of you know without
looking it up which song or singer that comes from!).
That is true for communities and church families as well as
individuals. Before I came, you decided to take some steps to
refresh and renew the interior of our church. Not surprisingly,
not everyone was enthusiastic at first, but eventually the
decision was made. Planning, discussion and consultation has
taken place. Fund-raising has brought in substantial individual
donations and considerable grants. We are now at a point
where we can plan the detail, and arrange for the work to be
done starting this May. Watch out for more information about
this. It will be a major item of business at the Church Council on
26 February, and there will also be a special meeting at a church
lunch on Sunday 8 March.
On my travels I went to celebrate the centenary of a particular
church. From the outside it looked too new to be a hundred
years old. When I looked at its history, it turned out that about
every 25 years there had been major refurbishments of both
the worship area and the other rooms. That was because the
needs of the congregation and the needs of the community in
which it was placed kept changing. I was very impressed. The
church was first of all the community of people. The continuity
was in their faithful worship and mission in changing
circumstances. They were busy being born to new life.
Ken

So this relationship with God which God offers us is a gift, but
also a challenge. If God is committed to us, are we prepared to
commit ourselves in return to God? Even if we are, how can we
manage to live out our commitment adequately, frail and weak
as we are? The New Testament suggests that the starting point
is to join the group of those seeking to follow the way of Jesus.
Then we start to respond with Jesus to God’s challenge, and we
begin to share his relationship with God as Father. Within the
group of disciples this leads to his Spirit bubbling up in us as
individuals, encouraging and enabling us to live out our side of
the relationship (i.e. “writing God's ways on our hearts” as
Jeremiah chapter 31 describes it).
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It was exciting for me to be invited to St. Petersburg for
the marriage of my grandson Ben (3rd son of Julia and
Michael) to his bride Yulla.
We had 3 days before the wedding to explore some of
the main attractions of this beautiful and historic city and
even managed an evening at the famous Mariinskiy
Theatre for a performance of Mozart’s Don Giovanni. We
were staying in a very comfortable and spacious
apartment in Bolshaya Moskaya, not far from the
Hermitage.
The wedding, which had to be a civil ceremony by law,
took place in Dervis Palace on English Embankment, a
very beautiful and gracious venue. It was interesting to
experience the differences in customs and conventions
during the wedding compared with what we are used to
in England. The great day began with Ben accompanied
by his brothers, the Best Man and his cousin, going
to “win his bride” by answering questions outside the
door of Yulla’s apartment. Eventually the door was
opened and Ben was able to claim his bride and
accompany her to the Wedding Palace where all the
guests were waiting outside to greet them. The
ceremony took place in a gracious room accessed by two
splendid staircases. The Bride and Bridegroom entered
and stood in the centre of the room facing the registrar
who conducted the ritual with dignity and sensitivity. All
the guests then presented flowers to Yulla. Each posy
had to contain an odd number of blooms. Many photos
were taken before the Bride and Bridegroom, together
with their parents, were taken by car to various sites in St.
Petersburg for more photos, while the guests, were
driven to the beautiful restaurant where the reception
was to take place.
When Ben and Yulla arrived, we all lined the staircase to
greet them and, at the top stood Julia (Ben’s
Mother), holding on a platter a large round loaf. Ben and
Yulla both had to break off a piece of the bread
and sprinkle it with salt. Whoever had the larger piece

was predicted to “wear the trousers “ in the marriage! We
sat at circular tables for a splendid meal during which
there were pauses for various forms of entertainment.
Later there was dancing, introduced by Ben and Yulla with
a special dance they had carefully rehearsed beforehand.
There were speeches by several people, mostly informal
and all very affectionate. I was honoured to be asked to
propose the toast to the Bride and Bridegroom as the only
Baboushka present. The two Russian Baboushkas were
sadly too unwell to be there.
Much more could be said, but that will have to be at
some other time. My overall impression of the day was
the warm and loving atmosphere and the feeling that
Ben was truly welcomed into the Russian family.
Sylvia Bailey

The Women's World Day of
Prayer

Age UK Solihull run postural stability exercise classes at
the Renewal Centre for people with a history of falls.
They are looking for volunteer drivers to get people to
the sessions on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
mornings.
Drivers are paid 45p per mile and people tend to enjoy
the social aspect of getting involved.
If anyone would like to volunteer, please contact
Angela Liatis: angela.liatis@ageuksolihull.org.uk or
07832 900 165.

Friday 6th March, 10.30 am
at Christ Church, Warwick Road.

The service for 2015 has been
written by the Christian women of The
Bahamas, focusing on the theme
of ‘Jesus said to them, “Do you know
what I have done to you?”’
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All are welcome

The quizmaster
and team

The whole Gilyead family were involved in running a
well organised quiz evening in November.
Interestingly the table with the most youngsters won!!
December brought the Out of the Blue Jazz band to the
church. An evening of wonderful swinging music was
enjoyed by many.

Out of the Blue Jazz band

Total raised to
date is
£5135
Future Events
• Special Parade service
Sunday 1st February
with Ian Carnell

Recycle your old books, CDs
and DVDs at a sale after
church on Sunday mornings
8th and 15th March.

Chairman of Educaid Africa

• Concert
Saturday 7th March
Fellowship Singers from Shirley
• SMASH concert
Friday 27thand Saturday 28th
June
• Open Gardens
Sunday 5th July
More details from Jenni Kitson

Bring your old books, CDs and
DVDs to church from
Sunday 22nd February –
there will be a box in the
vestibule of the church hall for
them
Proceeds will be divided between Educaid Africa
and the Way Ahead projects. Further details from
Sue Balmer and Ruth Richmond
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The Greener Church Group has been running for 5 years
and during that time the number of items recycled each
year has gone up and up!!
• Over 30,000 batteries have been recycled during this
time.
• Last year we not only recycled more than 1000
printer cartridges from Solihull but we also recycled
over 500 from Selly Oak Methodist Church. We can
claim money for Cannon and some HP printer
cartridges, and last year we raised £120. Over the 5
years we have raised £798 from printer cartridges.
• Glasses are handed in to Boots Opticians who pass
them on to Vision Aid. They get prisoners to work
out the prescriptions and then they are sent to Africa
and India.

2014

2009 2014

Glasses

318

1632

Phones

120

334

Printer cartridges

1068

3325

Batteries

8863

30589

Traidcraft will also recycle many more things –
• CDs,
• DVDs,
• jewellery,
• foreign coins

• Also do not forget to recycle your used stamps – there
are boxes in the church and the church hall. The
proceeds from the used stamps go towards helping
fund guide dogs for the deaf.

The box is in the church hall vestibule.

• The Big January Recycle for clothes, wool and shoes
will go on until the end of February

The International
Arms Trade Treaty
The Methodist, Baptist and United Reform Churches
have been part of a global movement calling for a treaty
to restrict the flow of arms to governments and militias
that abuse human rights. The church called on the
government to ensure that the final draft of the treaty
was comprehensive in scope and included the sale of
ammunition and that states were required to be
transparent in their reporting.
The treaty was finally agreed in April 2013 and came
into force on 24 December 2014. So far 128 states have
signed the treaty and 60 have ratified it with national
legislation. It is now up to signatory governments to
ensure that they implement the treaty to an adequate
standard. Arms and ammunition must not be
transferred where there is a serious risk they will be used
to commit:
• human rights abuses
• violations of humanitarian law
• acts of gender-based violence
• violence against children

Steve Hucklesby
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Members of
EN R G
enjoyed a
Christmas
party in
December

Paul Thomas and the Solihull U3A Hand
Bell Group rang in the New Guild Year
on Friday. Following the traditional
New Year Buffet – as sumptuous as
ever, the assembled Guilders and
friends enjoyed a short musical
entertainment from the Hand Bell
group. Fascinating to watch and listen
to as they took them round the world
with their musical program.
Thanks to all who made the evening
one to remember.
John Allebon

Outside the Keswick Country house Hotel – the whole group
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Over 40 braved the damp, drab
weather on New Year’s Day to meet at
Sheldon country Park for the
traditional NY Day walk. This was a
shorter walk than usual but it was all
on the flat and had the added bonus
of the children were able to see the
animals before we started. As we
followed the route of the Hatchford
Brook we came to the end of the
airport runway and were lucky to see
a small plane come into land.
Afterwards over 30 made their way
back to the manse where Ken and
Marion supplied the traditional soup,
fresh bread and mince pies. Thanks
to Martin for organising the walk and
Ken and Marion for their hospitality.

The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter,
Jeff Horton, Bill Penny and Lawrie Rumens.
Material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk
Please try to keep articles to 250 words.
We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.
Please send photographs separately as jpeg files.
NB. Last date for March Messenger items is
8th February

Viewing the pigsties before the walk

Keep up to date with all the news of the
Church family each week with

The Prattle
Now in its 12th year and read by over 500
readers. Delivered by email into your inbox
Service summary, Reports,
Comprehensive calendar, National news, Family
news,

5 Saturdays

28th February to 28th March
2015 inclusive
8am to 9.30am

at the Wetherspoons Assembly Rooms.
We have some good speakers to tell us
about how Jesus Christ has impacted on
their lives.
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(our Church’s music and drama group)
presents the RSC version of
Does your career need a helping hand?
 At a crossroads, not sure what path to follow?
 Bored at work?
 Facing redundancy?
 Ready for a change?

Wednesday-Saturday
18th-21st March 2015
Dovehouse Theatre
Join us Somewhere Over the Rainbow and
Follow the Yellow Brick Road, as We’re Off to
See the Wizard.

I also provide careers guidance for Young People at a
crossroads and unsure which path to follow – Sixth Form?
University? Apprenticeship? Something else?
Your cv is the first impression that a potential employer
has of you... Make sure that it is the right impression. If
you don’t have a CV or feel that your CV is letting you
down – I can help!
Contact Tracey Cross for a helping hand for your career
Tel
Email

Tickets are now available in person
from the box office in our church hall
after Sunday morning services, or by
post. A ticket order form is included
in this edition of The Messenger (or
can be downloaded from
www.solihull-smash.org.uk)

07973 261462

careersguidance@hotmail.com

Website www.careersguidancesolihull.co.uk

The Big Bang Careers Event
11th – 14th March 2015 at the NEC
with free entry.

There is no doubt that the UK needs more scientists and
engineers and that equipping young people with STEM
skills is key to their future employability.
The Big Bang Careers – UK Young Scientists and
Engineers Fair is bringing science and engineering to life
with a bang!
At its heart, the event is about careers and futures and
highlights the exciting possibilities that exist for young
people within science, technology, engineering and
maths.
I encourage all Young People aged between 7 and 19 to
go along, find out more and have fun!
For more information
http://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/
Written by Tracey Cross – Careers Guidance Solihull
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February Diary
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4

Thursday

5

10.00 Morning
prayers

12 .00-2.00 Open
the Doors
2.00 Friends r Us

10

11

12

10.15 Contact
Choir

1.00 Soupa Talks

Friday

6

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

Saturday

7

9.00 Holy
10.15 Jelly Babies 9.30 Holy
Communion
communion Revd
1.15 Jelly Tots
6.00 Beavers
Peter Bates
7.30 Guild Robert
10.15 Contact
6.30 Cubs
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Thursday
Monday
Burns – Scotland’s
2.30 Thanksgiving
Choir
10.30 Parade
8.15
Badminton
poet
service for
service Ian
Christine Byles 10.30 Men’s
Carnell
Coffee morning
7.30 Scouts
5.50 Brownies
6.30 Quiet space
to encounter God
6.00 Rainbows
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10.30 Holy
10.15 Jelly Babies
Communion
1.15 Jelly Tots
Revd Peter Bates
7.30 Scouts
6.30 Evening
service
Revd Caz
Hague

9.30 Holy
Communion

10.00 Morning
prayers
Crime in Solihull

10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning 6.00 Beavers

12 .00-2.00 Open
the Doors
2.00 Friends r Us
6.30 Cubs
8.15 Badminton

13

7.00 EN.R.G
Youth Club

14

7.30 Guild
Baptist Church

5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows

15

16

17

18 Ash
19
Wednesday 12 .00-2.00 Open

9.30 Holy
Communion

10.30 Morning
service Revd Chris
Giles

10.15 Contact
Choir

6.30 Evening
service Rev
Caroline Homan

10.30 Men’s
Coffee morning

10.00 Morning
prayers

7.30 Ash
Wednesday
Communion

the doors

2.00 Friends r Us
8.15 Badminton

20

21

7.30 Guild
Music in
Birmingham

School half term holiday
22

10.30

Morning
Service
Revd Helen
Cameron

6.30 Communion
and healing
Revd David
Butterworth

23
10.15

24

9.30 Holy
Jelly Babies Communion

1.15

Jelly Tots

7.30

Scouts

10.15 Contact
Choir

25

10.00 Morning
prayers
1.00 Soupa Talks

26

27

2.00 Friends r Us

8.00 Lent Breakfast
7.30 Guild
Being led along the
5.00 Snap Happy
road by a rascal
Circuit youth event

12 .00-2.00 Open
the doors

Forgotten Brummie 6.30 Cubs
10.30 Men’s
7.30 Church
Coffee morning 6.00 Beavers
Council
4:00- 6.00 Open the
8.15 Badminton
Doors
5.50 Brownies
6.00 Rainbows
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The last Messy Church introduced the puppets (worked by
Linda Bates) to the children. They were a great success and
the children also helped telling the story with hand puppets.
Afterwards there was a meal which was prepared by the
kitchen team seen in the photo below.

Our annual Crib Service for young folk of all ages grows
each year. This year we topped 100 people probably for
the first time. Shepherds, wise men, angels, children,
parents, grandparents, church members and visitors all
made their various ways to welcome the new born infant
Jesus. The baby Jesus was portrayed by baby Caleb with
parents Abi and Ian playing Mary and Joseph. The
supporting cast of children enhanced the scene by their
beautiful behaviour and this was all done with no

rehearsal. We did end up with four Kings but it’s always
useful to have a reserve. The whole familiar story was
expertly narrated by Joyce.
The congregation sang the traditional carols encouraged
and led by Dan at the piano and after the service the
congregation tucked into Christmas cookies and drinks and
the feeling was that Christmas had truly come.
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