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The St Alphege Song Squad and Young People from our own 
church put on a wonderful concert in aid of the church project 
for the Homeless.   Over £1600 was raised.
The cast and performances were so varied from a comedy spot, 
a bassoon solo, a guitar ensemble, poetry readings, a piano duet  
as well as a singing duet and the St Alphege choir.    Every 
person who performed was simply outstanding. What talent!
The concert was also honoured by the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham being present. 
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Keith was born in 1926
in Bebington, Wirral. 

He first  attended the 
village school in 
Eastham and enjoyed 
singing in the church
choir.  At eleven he
went to Caldy Grammar.

During the war, whilst still  at secondary school, Keith 
enjoyed helping out on a local farm. At thirteen he 
drove a tractor on the roads while helping with the 
harvest. This was such an important job it didn’t seem 
to matter that he did not have a licence! 
At sixteen, Keith started an engineering apprenticeship 
at Camell Lairds, the Birkenhead ship builders.  Then, 
just after the war, Keith went to sea as a ship’s engineer 
on oil tankers and travelled to Australia and places like 
Ceylon and South America. 

Keith married his wife, Audrey, in 1947. When his first 
two daughters, Elaine and Jacquie, were little Keith left 
the sea and took a job on shore becoming an engineer 
surveyor. After several years, two more daughters, 
Cathy and Alison, came along.

The family remember Keith’s craft skills and how he 
could make or mend just about anything. He made 
beautiful dolls houses and the furniture to go in them. 
He learnt how to use a sewing machine and did 
tailoring. He enjoyed marquetry and crafted beautiful 
items out of small pieces of very thin wood veneers. He 
also engraved glasses and made embroidery pictures. 
He took up painting water colours. He had great skills 
and was a perfectionist and meticulous in all he did.

In retirement, Keith and Audrey moved to Higher 
Wheelton, a village in Lancashire, and they enjoyed and 
explored the countryside around them. Sadly, after 14 
years together in Lancashire, Audrey died.

Five years ago, Keith decided to move to Henley in 
Arden to be nearer to his daughter, Cathy. Quickly 
setting into life in the Midlands, he explored the area in 
his car. His weekly trips to the men’s coffee morning 
and his attendance in church on Sundays gave him a 
huge amount of pleasure. He enjoyed the fellowship he 
found here so very much and felt at home within the 
church family. He is greatly missed by his four 
daughters, ten grandchildren and twelve great 
grandchildren.

Cathy Coleman

Keith Murdo

Baptism

New Babies

Isaac and Jackie are pleased to announce the birth of their 
twins on 21 January 2018. Both are doing great.

Twin Boy - Arnan John
Twin Girl - Anikah Suzannah

Wyatt Fiyero, the son of Adam and Ashleigh was 
baptised on 18th February



Jean Sinclair, daughter of Ian and Janet Sinclair and sister of Fiona 
Penhallurick died peacefully in her sleep on January 6th 2018. She 
was born in Worcester on October 6th 1965 and spent her early 
years in Malvern. The family moved to Solihull when she was 9. She 
was an enquiring member of Junior Church, and enjoyed her time 
with our Girl Guide Company where she developed her love of 
camping, which continued through Sea Rangers, Ranger Guides and 
all through her life. 

Before qualifying as a nurse, Jean worked on a kibbutz in Israel and 
lived with her Jordanian ‘family’ before hitch-hiking back across 
Europe. Between taking a degree in Marine Biology at Newcastle, 
where she joined the T.A. to pay her way, and a Masters degree in 
Environmental Technology at Imperial College, she travelled widely, 
fitting in more expeditions, some to warmer climes but she loved 
the cold places best. Her skills were used to the full in the many 
expeditions she took part in, either as a young explorer and later as 
a nurse/scientist and finally as Scientific Leader on a 3 month 
expedition to the South Atlantic ‘In the Steps of Shackleton’.

She visited every continent and did not allow having Type 1 
diabetes curtail her activities, but it gave her the opportunity to be 
appointed a Disabled Qualified Member of Disability Appeals 
Tribunals in places as diverse as Birmingham, Coventry, Cambridge, 
Glasgow, Wakefield and York. In Leeds, which had been her home 
for the past 4 years, her colleagues paid glowing tributes to the 
valuable contribution she made.

While living in Cambridge, she worked as a medical and scientific 
researcher. Her great love of the natural world was demonstrated 
by her work at Wandlebury Country Park where she introduced 
many children to the joys of outdoor birthday parties, especially in 
winter. She worked as a Park Ranger in Leeds, especially at Temple 
Newsom with its Rare Breeds Farm. Hiking and walking holidays 
often in remote places were a great joy to her. Most recently she 
hiked in Corsica and was planning a long hike in Jordan this March. 
Adventure racing was another interest, as was the charity

Walking with the Wounded where her first aid skills 
were much used. As a Medical Dispatcher she had a 
fulfilling time at the London Olympics and 
Paralympics in 2012.

Jean spent Christmas with us, helping with the food 
for the Messy Crib Service on Christmas Eve. Sadly 
her active life was cut short, but we her family are so 
grateful she did not suffer. The funeral service and 
celebration of Jean’s life was conducted by Rev. Chris 
Giles at the Woodlands Chapel and Crematorium, a 
lovely rural setting that seemed appropriate for our 
adventurous outdoor-loving daughter. Family friends 
and colleagues came from Scotland, Cumbria, 
London, Cambridge, Leeds and the South West. 
Jean’s ‘can do’ and caring attitude in the face of 
many challenges was an inspiration to many and her 
family is proud of her legacy.                 Janet Sinclair

Many gathered to give thanks for the life of Ralph (Rafe) Burton. For his daughters 
Janet and Jill it was a trip down memory lane. It was clear that family life in 
Solihull meant a lot to them and our church meant a lot to Rafe and Enid.  

The first tribute was from his many friends in Masonry.  Rafe had a distinguished 
53 years of service career in the movement. He had held prominent and 
significant roles locally and regionally. He was a quiet and unassuming man who 
worked behind the scenes with humour and dedication that commanded respect. 

Janet and Gill shared the family tribute. He was born in Liverpool in 1925.   A 
natural engineer, he took his father’s car for a drive aged 7!  At 14 when war 
broke he was in the Civil Defence force, the Home Guard and the Army cadets. In 
1943 he was called up and led his men from the D day landings on Juno all the 
way through to Berlin where for a time he ran a POW camp.

Back home he married Enid in 1950 and Janet and Gill were both born in Solihull. 
The family was important to him and he much enjoyed the grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. His sense of humour and practical jokes made him a magnet 
for family life

The scouts meant a lot to him and in Solihull he served in may positions including 
on the district committee and as County Commissioner. 

He was a true gentleman who delightfully believed in fun and service.
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He was above all well-mannered, kind 
and so dependable. He was humble 
and unassuming yet never ruffled and 
always leading in a crisis. 

Lawrie Rumens
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Dear Friends,

The smell of spaghetti, French bread and corn on the
cob filled the kitchen. The daughter of the family said
grace. ‘God, help us to know when we’ve eaten enough
and stop.’ There was a stunned silence, and around the
table the feeling that there are some things that
shouldn’t be prayed, and that was one!

How are you with prayer? I find it difficult. I’m good at
avoiding things I’ve no intention of changing, or which
seem too big for me to contemplate. To pray for the
homeless, for example, is awkward – to pray for people
with no home when I’ve got empty spare rooms. One
minister confessed, ‘If I don’t stop talking about helping
the poor and start to do something to help the poor I’m
going to be embarrassed to meet God.’ If I pray for poor
people, then I have to help.

And what about war? What do we pray for in times of
war? If I’m against a war, it’s hard to pray honestly
about the sense of moral superiority that may take up
residence in my heart. If I think a war is justified, it’s
hard to pray honestly about Jesus’ compassion for
innocent children who are dying. If I pray too seriously,
then God reminds me that there are people whose
homes who have been destroyed who need help. If I
pray about it I realis there are things I could do that I
haven’t done.

It is tempting to avoid praying about things we don’t
want to change. It’s frightening to pray about our
careers. Does the high-flying law student pray about
whether God would like her to be a social worker? Does
the successful business person want to ask God if a
lower paying job might make more of a contribution to
the world?

Praying about the big questions is difficult. And not only
the big questions that we don’t have direct contact with.
Those things that impact on our daily lives are equally
difficult at times. How about praying for people we don’t
like; that person who gets on our nerves and probably
always will? When Jesus said, ‘Pray for your enemies’ he
was inviting us to the kind of prayer that will lead us to
say something kind that we don’t want to say.

Most of the time we’re afraid to pray about what we
could be and do. In so many ways, we choose a life given
to comfort over a life given in prayer. It’s easier to live
by the rules everyone follows and strive for the same
version of the good life that everyone wants. We like
what we have – including the vices we’ve got used to
and the enemies we’ve carefully chosen. We don’t

avoid prayer because prayers go unanswered. We’re
afraid our prayers will be answered. We try not to see
our potential because we know far more of what we
should be doing than we do.

We’ve learned to pray, ‘God make me a better person,
but not so much that I change the way I live.’ Prayer is
hard because we don’t want to start doing what God
invites us to do or stop doing what we’ve got used to
doing.

When you think about the most courageous Christians
you know, the ones who make sacrifices for their faith,
do you feel sorry for them or is it clear that they have
something we want? People who pray passionately
don’t have easy lives, but they have abundant lives. God
has dreams for us that we’ve been afraid to imagine.

What would be the result if we prayed for hurting
people, the victims of tragedies, and our enemies? What
would happen if we made a searching, fearless
inventory of how much more we could be if we asked
God for the courage to take chances?

I don’t know exactly what would happen, but we might
know when we’ve eaten enough and stop; take a bag of
food to someone who needs it; open our home to
someone who needs help; write a cheque to help
refugees; hear God inviting us to a different job or a
different life; confess who we are and discover who we
are meant to be.

Lent is a time when we are challenged to think about
our lives courageously and openly. When was the last
time we prayed for anything that made us
uncomfortable? What will happen if we ask God, ‘What
should we do?’

Peter Bates.

Peter has written this Message in Ken’s absence. Ken is
recovering from his recent spell in hospital.

Deaths
We are sorry to announce the deaths of 
Ron Simmons and Mamie Gibson.
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and 
friends



On 10th February we were greeted by a massive choir and 
band for a special communion service introducing us to 
Lent. It was clear very soon just how much work and 
thought had gone into this unique combination of words 
and music for all to share. The service was well structured 
with Revd Donald Ker introducing each section with his 
unique sense of perspective and Ann Pardoe reading 
relevant bible passages on what must be her best form.   

This service allowed us to glimpse the end of the journey, a 
Whisper of the Passion.   There was also a reminder of last 
year’s art exhibition with each section prefaced by a 
painting from the Methodist Modern Art Collection 
projected on to the screen.

It started with triumphal entry into Jerusalem, yet 
the shadow of things to come was looming with the 
choir singing “Whisper of the Palms”    Remembering 
that first communion (The Last supper), the choir 
sang “Nocturne of Grace” followed by the moving 
song “Redeemer of my heart”. “O love that will not 
let me go” was so emotional and a itting reflection of 
our faith. More powerful words from the choir with 
“Contemplation of the cross”  led us into communion 
and more singing with “Take my broken body” and a 
new version of the Lords Prayer followed. 
It  was a memorable service with tremendous 
meaning. Well done and thank you to all who made it 
possible. 

Easter

Meet in St Augustine's garden at 
11:00am 

Walk in silence to a short service in Mell 
Square,  walk to St Alphege to finish 

inside the church. Refreshments and hot 
cross buns in the Oliver Bird Hall 

afterwards

Maundy Thursday
Thursday 29 March 10:30

repeated 
18:00

Praying the Lord’s Prayer 
(Review) – Revd Ken Howcroft

19:30 Maundy Thursday Communion 
– Revd Ken Howcroft

Good Friday
Friday 30 March 19:30 Good Friday Service at 

Dorridge

Easter Day
Sunday 1  April 08:00 Holy Communion –

Revd Ken Howcroft

10:30 Holy Communion –
Revd Peter Bates

Services

Last year’s service 
in Mell Square
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Thursday 29 March   12:00 – 3:00 pm
Friday 30th March 12:00 – 3:00 pm

Christ enters Jerusalem 
by Watanabe



On Thursday 15th March, at the slightly earlier 
time of 1.45pm, Thursday Café looks forward to 
welcoming the Whitacre Choir who are coming to 
entertain us with a selection of songs from their 
repertoire.  For a small village choir, this group 
have a lot of talent and are looking forward to 
coming to entertain a new audience.
They have taken part in a number of different 
events including being part of the Circuit Choir for 
the launch of the Birmingham Circuit in 2011.   
More recently they have contributed to one of 
the BBC’s Songs of Praise programmes. They 
regularly give concerts for fundraising initiatives, 
they sing for Charitable events.    It regularly takes 
part in worship at NW Methodist Church 
although it is made up of people from across the 
Whitacres, both Christians and non-Christians.
For more information about the choir, 
see Whitacre Methodist Church website.
Come and join us for this special event.

To facilitate catering please RSVP Diane Webb by 12th March.

Whitacre Choir

Southfields Farm, Packington Lane, Coleshill, B46 5EJ

Sunday 25th March
Coach will leave Solihull Methodist Church at 13:00,

cost £1 per person, 
please book as places are limited (Email Messy Church or phone 0121 705 7367)

The visit at the farm is from 13:30 to 15:30.
Bring a picnic lunch to eat as soon as you arrive.

Tractor rides, cream tea,
Donkeys and sheep,

Interactive story of Palm Sunday
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What a wealth 
of literature 
we have!

The Church Library has had make-over.   You will find it by the kitchen in the Community Centre.
The books have been sorted roughly by subject and replaced on the shelves with little markers to tell you 
where to look.
We do hope you will browse through these books, given by members past and present:

Take them from the shelves, read them at 
home and return them when you are done.
No fuss, no fines, just ideas to strengthen your 
faith.

Women’s World 
Day of  Prayer

This year the Women's World Day of Prayer 
will be held at 

St Helen's Church on 
Friday March 2nd at 10.30 am.  

The service 'All God's Creation is Very Good' 
has been prepared by women of Surinam

All Welcome 

Methodist Women in Britain

Daffodil Day Service

Saturday 3rd March 2 pm
Stratford Methodist Church

Preacher  Revd Dr Jennifer Hurd
Chair of Synod Cymru

Please wear a daffodil button-hole
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Saturday 10th March 
7.00 - 9.30pm

In support of the Solihull and Coventry Jamboree scouting 
unit and other scouts in third world countries to go to the 

24th World Scout Jamboree in 2019

Tickets £10. Book online at solicov.org.uk 



What a super Skittles evening for our Church project in 
February . With a last minute surge of people it was a sell-
out with a waiting list. Mike Kinning was at the top of the 
table at the end of the evening and joint top ladies were 
Maggie Woolley, Jenni Kitson and Sue Kinning. Everyone had 
so much fun.

While this was going on there were 4 rounds of simple quiz 
sheets.    The prize for this went to a table largely of the 
UnFitter house group and the Faulkners . 

Well done all who organised it (Life group) and especially to 
Star who worked tirelessly putting the skittles back up as we 
knocked them down. The total amount raised after expenses 
was £427.63. This includes some donations from U3A and 
church members who could not attend. 

Next event 

March 3rd 7pm   
“ Welcome Spring” - concert 

featuring The AD band

Church Project Update
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School governor vacancy

Have you ever considered becoming a governor at a 
Methodist school?

Holly Hill Church School (Methodist/C of E) in Frankley, 
Birmingham is looking for a Methodist Foundation 

Governor. Could you be the person we need?

You need to be committed to supporting our Infant 
and Nursery school in raising standards and improving 

the life chances of all our children, many of whom 
come from difficult backgrounds.

Do you have the time available for meetings, some 
during the school day and others early evening? Do 

you have the skills we need? You do not need to have 
worked in education as other experience in areas such 

as finance, premises management, data analysis, HR 
or similar would be useful. Training is provided. 

This is a voluntary role but expenses may be payable.

Find out more about Holly Hill: 
www.hollyhill.bham.sch.uk

For more information please contact Karen Handford

Church Project
September 2018 – August 2019. 

It will soon be time again to consider expressions of interest 

from members who wish to run our next Church Project. If 
you have an idea please talk to one of the church stewards 

As well as some friends from the church family, we were 
pleased to welcome the Brownies’ families, including 
siblings, dads, mums, and grandparents, to the 
Brownies’ pancake party in the church hall on Shrove 
Tuesday. 

Everyone enjoyed freshly made pancakes with a variety 
of fillings
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A BIG THANK YOU
A big thank you is due to all those who contributed to 
the January After Church Coffee collection for 
Martineau Gardens where gardening is used as a 
therapy to help homeless and other vulnerable people 
recover. A nett total of £205.34 was raised. That is 
tremendous. Thank you again

Richard Balmer

Now that March has arrived our thoughts might be 
turning to our gardens and the summer to come.  Why 
not consider planting some flowers, shrubs or herbs that 
will attract insects to our gardens or balconies?  We hear 
that bees and butterflies are in decline partly because we 
do not grow enough plants to attract them, yet there are 
so many different varieties that produce – usually small -
flowers that will do just that. Expert gardeners will know 
of plenty but here are some suggestions to start with:

Shrubs: Lavender, Buddleia, Ceanothus, Pyracantha

Flowers: Cornflower, Lobelia, Alyssum, Lupin, Sunflower, 
Aster, Cosmos

Herbs: Fennel, Dill, Borage, Marjoram, Chervil

To make it easy, Traidcraft has produced tins of seed balls 
that are specifically aimed at attracting bees or 
butterflies. Each tin contains 20 clay balls which each 
contain up to 50 seeds of 5 different flowers (pictured on 
the tin).  You just scatter them on the ground in the Spring 
but please note that the clay balls resemble Maltesers so 
it is not a good idea to have them anywhere near small 
children!!  I have these tins for sale on the Traidcraft stall 
and am looking forward to seeing lots of butterflies and 
bees in our garden throughout the summer. 

Linda Innes, Greener Church Group

What is it? A Christian charity sending tools across the 
world, especially to countries in Africa.

Why does it do this? To support people supporting their 
own communities through livelihood creating projects.

How does it work? It collects unwanted tools in this 
country, refurbishes them, sorts them into trade kits and 
sends them across the world

How can Solihull Methodist Church help? During the 
month of March we shall be collecting tools which will 
then go initially to the TWAM Centre in Coventry before 
being transported to Ipswich for shipping overseas.

How will this work? Please bring your tools to the 
Traidcraft stall on each Sunday morning in March (except 
Sunday March 18th).  Please do NOT bring in tools during 
the week as we do not want items to be used 
inappropriately and they will not be collected at other 
times.  If it is difficult for you bring tools to the church or 
you cannot come on a Sunday please contact Linda Innes 
(0121 705 0600) to arrange a collection.

What sorts of tools are wanted? TWAM has a long list 
but there are probably not too many of us who have 
blacksmiths’s tools in the shed!  Yes please to the 
following:

• Carpentry and decorating tools

• Motor mechanics’ tools, 

• Electricians’ tools

• Haberdashery (including lengths of cloth and any 
sewing equipment but NOT embroidery or weaving 
materials).

• Sewing machines (including electrical machines)

• Computers
TWAM will clean all the data

on the hard disc

• Garden tools (but note TWAM no longer require 
lawn rakes, edging shears, hand trowels or hand 
forks)

If you have other tools that you think might be of use, 
please contact Linda to find out if they would be suitable 
or check on twam.co.uk

This project is being promoted by the Greener Church 
Group.

Butterflies, Blossoms and Bees



This year the two weeks highlighting fair trade run from 
Monday February 26th to Sunday March 11th. 

Of course you don’t have to limit your fair trade 
purchases to these two weeks but perhaps we could all 
make an effort to make sure we do buy items that are 
fair trade during this time or even increase the number 
of fair trade items that we normally buy.  Most 
supermarkets have fair trade items – just look for the 
logo - and it is possible to buy fair trade items from the 
Traidcraft stall on most Sundays.  In fact Traidcraft has 
been operating at Solihull Methodist Church for over 28 
years even though we are not a Fairtrade church. 
Remember your fair trade purchases help 7.5million 
people in the developing world to obtain a secure future 
and to access such basic needs as health care, education 
and clean water.

Linda Innes

The 2017 Shoebox Appeal was again very successful and 
thanks to everyone’s generosity we collected 124 shoeboxes 
and a large amount of ‘Filler’ items which were all hugely 
appreciated at the Coventry warehouse.  All our shoeboxes 
were sent to the Middle East  and were part of a total of 
24,012 shoeboxes sent to several countries in the Middle 
East.

Although we are not collecting specific shoebox filler items 
each month this year, the collection boxes are always 
available in the Church vestibule and Church Hall foyer.  Any 
gifts such as stationery items, toiletries, small toys especially 
soft toys  etc can be left in the boxes throughout the year.

Also, any knitted hats, gloves, bags, purses are much 
appreciated – plenty of knitting patterns are available in the 
church and hall.

A very big THANK YOU to everyone for continuing to 
support this worthwhile appeal which reaches out to 
so many children in need.

BISH (Birmingham International Student Homes) 
are very grateful to the response appealing for 
blankets to help the first refugee family arriving in 
Birmingham.   The photo sees them stacked up in 
Malcolm Evans car on their way to BISH.
Thank you again
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A different chair layout for the concert

10th March 9:30 am 3:30 pm 

Carrs Lane Church & Conference Centre, 

Birmingham city centre

Here are just some of the skills-based workshops you'll be 
able to choose from - Evangelism and the Power of Story

➢ Dynamic Mission Action Planning

➢ Social Enterprise and Church Renewal

➢ Mission at the Margins in a Brexit-Divided Country

➢ Developing an Effective Communications System

➢ Congregational-Led Chaplaincy Everywhere

➢ Expanding Your Church's Equality, Diversity, and 

Inclusion Toolkit

➢ -Using Your Buildings in Creative Ways

The event is free, though space is limited, so please book 
in advance!
To book, contact office@birminghammethodist.org.uk or 
0121 449 0131

Visit to John’s Garden, 

Ashwood Nurseries
Wednesday 21st March 11 am

You may remember we visited Ashwood Nurseries last 
Summer and we are arranging a further visit to see the 
gardens in the Spring.

There will be a guided tour of the John’s garden which 
includes informal borders, island beds and woodland 
dells all set against the beautiful backdrop of the 
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. It is planted 
with an abundance of rare plants as well as familiar 
favourites.

There is an excellent restaurant for lunch!

A Johnsons Coach will leave the Church at 11.00 am, 
arriving  at the Garden Centre at 12.00.   We will leave 
at 4.00pm and arrive back at church at 5.00 pm

Cost per person £20

There are 30 places available.

Please make cheques payable to Solihull Methodist 

Soupa Talks.

For further information contact any of the team or

Bryan Fitter   

Other summer trips

25th May        Temple Balsall   
guided tour and  afternoon tea

27th June        Upton House, Banbury
National Trust property

8th August       Chatsworth House
Following the talk in February about
Housekeeping at Chatsworth

mailto:office@birminghammethodist.org.uk
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill 
Penny, Lawrie Rumens and  Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for March Messenger items is 13th March

Malvern Festival Of Ideas
2nd March 9:00 am –

4th March 5:00 pm 

Malvern Festival of Ideas is a multidisciplinary 
festival taking place in Malvern, Worcestershire. It is 
a themed weekend of talks, discussion and activities 
for people of all ages and backgrounds. It builds on 
the success of the Malvern Science and Faith 
Weekends, which have expanded in scope since 
they commenced in 2012. In 2017, the theme was 
Uncertainty. For 2018, the theme is Conflict.
For further information go to 
http://www.malvernfestivalofideas.org.uk/

Women, equality and faith 
Conference

Thursday 8th March 9.30 am – 3.30 pm

Join us for a day conference to celebrate International 
Women's Day exploring issues of gender equality in 
faith spaces and the interfaith arena.
This is a conference open to women and men from all 
faiths and none who want to see everyone able to 
participate fully in faith communities. It is the start of a 
conversation but we hope it is not the end. We know 
what is said will be interesting but we hope it leads to 
action and transformation for individuals and 
communities.
This will be held at MAC Queen's Ride Birmingham B12 
9QH, cost £5.00.
Contact Jessica Foster, jess@nearneighbours.com to 
book Methodism past and future

Monday 12th March at 6.30pm
Frances Young House, Somerset Road, Edgbaston 

B15 2QH.

Join us for an evening of conversation with Revd Dr 
Brian E Beck and Revd Tom Stuckey. All staff, 
students and external visitors are welcome to 
attend. To help with refreshments, please register 
your intention to attend with Karen Vincent 
(k.vincent@queens.ac.uk) before 6th March.

Still bearing fruits of old age
Thursday 22nd March  10am to 4pm
Coventry Methodist Central Hall, Warwick Lane, 

Coventry CV1 2HA 

We live in a society which values the young and ‘the 
latest thing’. Yet most of our churches struggle to attract 
young people and we worry about how we can do that. 
Should we not perhaps give some focus to the thought 
that God wants to use us precisely because we are old? 
This ecumenical day will explore just that thought. We 
will look at the elderly people in the Bible and Christian 
history and consider how we can nurture the gifts of the 
elderly in their own homes as well as in church including 
those who live with dementia. 
£5 to cover expenses.

http://www.malvernfestivalofideas.org.uk/
mailto:jess@nearneighbours.com
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

The stage is set for ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’!

The cast, crew and musicians of SMASH are singing, 
dancing and acting their hearts out in the final 
rehearsals and preparations for what is set to be a 
spellbinding production of Lloyd Webber’s classic 
rock opera, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’. The show will be 
performed in the Church’s Theatrespace

Performances are set to sell out, so don’t delay in 
booking your tickets! 

The SMASH online box office is open and is 
accessible via our website (www.solihull-
smash.org.uk). You are able to select your seats and 
pay online by credit/debit card. Tickets are also 
available via telephone: 07506 206892, or can be 
ordered and paid for by cash/cheque in person from 
the box office in the Church Hall after some Sunday 
morning services.

Tickets are £12.50 for adults, £8.50 for children.

Please contact: smashboxoffice@solihull-
methodist.org.uk with any enquiries.

Wednesday - Friday 21st - 23rd March 

7:30pm  

Saturday 24th March 

2:00pm and 7:00pm. 

http://www.solihull-smash.org.uk/
mailto:smashboxoffice@solihull-methodist.org.uk


March Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

10.30 Wilderness 
to Calvary study

1.00 Music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

2

10.30 WWDP at St 
Helens

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30  Guild –
Richard the third 
and Leicester

3

7.00   AD Concert 
band for the church 
project

4

9.00  Holy 
communion  Revd
Tony Malcolm

10.30 Holy 
communion Revd
Tony Malcolm

8.00 pm Prayer 
Space

5

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

10.30 Shack study 
group

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

6

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

7

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

8

10.30 Wilderness 
to Calvary study

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

9

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

10

9.00 Saturday Dads

7.00 Scout Quiz 
night raising money 
for the Jamboree

11  Mothering 
Sunday 

10.30    Parade 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft

12

10.15    Pushchair 
club

10.30 Shack study 
group

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

13
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

14

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks 
Churchill – his final 
days

15

9.30   Ramble

10.30 Wilderness 
to Calvary study

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

16

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30   Guild  50 
years of local 
preaching

17

18

10.30 Morning 
service   in the 
church hall Revd
Donald Ker

19

10.15    Pushchair 
club

10.30 Shack study 
group

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

20

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

21

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

7.30 Jesus Christ 
superstar

22

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

7.30 Jesus Christ 
superstar

8.15  Badminton

23

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30 Jesus Christ 
superstar

24

2.00  Jesus Christ 
superstar

7.00 Jesus Christ 
superstar

25   Palm 
Sunday 

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft

1.00 Messy Church 
goes to the farm

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Rev 
David Butterworth

26

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

27

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

28

10.00  Morning
prayers

1.00 Soupa Talks  
Peace making in 
Northern Ireland

29   Maundy 
Thursday 

10.30  Lords Prayer 
study

12 – 3 Church open

6.00  Lords Prayer 
study

7.30 Communion  
Ken Howcroft

30 Good 
Friday

11.00 Walk of 
witness

12 – 3 Church open

7.30 pm Good 
Friday Service at
Dorridge

31

15



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Really fantastic 
EN.R.G trip out to 
Rush Trampolining.
Everyone bounced 
like tigger!
Including the youth 
leader!! 🙂
Looking forward to 
returning soon

Tina Brooker

Trampolining


