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This is a major event in our church calendar and this year we were in 
new hands with Donald Ker taking over from Derek Giles. It was of 
course very familiar. 

As usual the cakes were splendid from sponges with thick icing to 
scones and from tea breads to Welsh cakes – and everything in 
between.   Two stalls were selling jams and marmalades – clearly time 
to stock up.   Bryan Fitter had fine looking plants, many from 
Caldecott’s, with a great choice of colours and so many runner beans 
from Peter Stoakley.   There were books, toys and a TraidCraft stall.

By the time I got there, the car park was awash with cars stacked up 
for their annual clean. They do shine up well given such loving care. 

While the coffee was being served, there was a production line in the 
Crèche preparing the ploughmans’ lunches of fresh rolls with cheese, 
ham and  tomato, and a selection of chutney and coleslaw.   After that 
ther were apple pies to die for.

New hands may have been in charge but they were surely successful 
hands. If numbers seemed rather down, generosity of spirit certainly 
was not.  

It was good to see a good number of clergy from around the borough 
as well.   

But I was intrigued – just why was Ben Hunt wetter than the cars he 
was washing?  

So a terrific morning as usual which raised more than £1600 for 
Christian Aid.  

Lawrie Rumens



Haiti Focus for 
Christian Aid

The focus for Christian Aid Week this year is Haiti. It 
suffered a major earthquake in 2010 with a hurricane 
hitting recovery in 2012.    What is the situation today 
and how is Christian Aid assisting? 

Some 60 people from several local churches attended 
the service at Christ Church URC on a Sunday evening in 
May  when Prospery Raymond, Christian Aid’s Country 
Manager in Haiti, spoke about his country. 

Now one of the poorest countries in the world, it was 
not helped in the ‘50s and ‘60s when contracts were 
given to overseas agents to fell trees for logging. One 
result is that hurricanes are now much more damaging 
than before. They cause damage every 2 years rather 
than 5.  There was a devastating one in 2016. 

Before that, even more destructive, was the earthquake 
on 12th January 2010.  

There are still 32,000 people living in tents.  Christian 
Aid gave victims immediate small cash grants to buy 
food, and then began in rebuilding. 

Prospery told of one woman whose home had been 
destroyed in 2010 and then given a new home, which 
the local community had selected for her .  When the 
hurricane came, she  sheltered 54 people in her house 
when it was the only one left standing afterwards. 

He stressed the importance of listening to the 
community when deciding what CA partners should do.    
Christian Aid is focussing on Haiti for this year’s Christian 
Aid Week. Do please do all you can to help not only Haiti 
but the Rohingyas and all the other desperately poor 
people that CA seeks to help by working with local 
people. Thank you. 

John Innes

The UnFitter house group visited the Birmingham 
Progressive Synagogue in May. You will remember that a 
few weeks previously they had been to the Central 
Synagogue which was strictly Orthodox. 

They were greeted by Rabbi Margaret Jacobi (of Radio 4 
fame).   It was soon clear that this part of Judaism was 
more relaxed in its interpretation of the Old Testament 
scriptures without losing any of the conviction of their faith.

Rabbi Margaret Jacobi 
by the Tree of 

Remembrance at the 
entranceThe sanctuary with the entrance to the Ark 

holding the scrolls of the Torah
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This was another excellent visit. Margaret was generous 
with her time and generous with her thoughts about her 
faith and how it related to the orthodox version and the 
modern world.   She bravely tackled every question 
asked.   The group were delighted to see more equality 
between the sexes, openness and overwhelming 
commitment to working with the community

The Progressive synagogue is a modern beautiful 
building 

Margaret put forward an interesting thought,  She was 
convinced that Jesus was a great teacher who sought to 
move the church forward but who did not want a new 
church to split from Judaism. “A bit like John Wesley” 
someone mentioned – now there’s a thought.

Lawrie Rumens
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New church members

Thank you
Pam Beattie, Andrew, Zoe and 
all the family wish to thank 
everyone within the Church for 
their loving support, prayers, 
visits and practical help during 
Richard’s stay in hospital and 
with his continuing re-
habilitation

Act of Thanksgiving for the safe arrival of Phoebe who 
brought her mum and dad Clive and Naomi and her brother 
Isaac.  Indeed back in 2009 they brought Isaac to us for his 
thanksgiving and it was good to have such a large party back 
with them. They formally and thankfully received Phoebe as 
a gift from God, and promised to love and care for her, 
before we promised to surround them all with love

Thanksgiving

Cathy and Malcolm Evans celebrated their ruby 
wedding anniversary on Sunday 6th May.   They 
were married at Christ Church Solihull where 
Cathy’s father was an elder.

On Pentecost Sunday (20th May) 
Ian and Abi Godfree, Annie 
Walker, Jill Smith, Philip (and 
Joan – not in the photo) Allen, 
Eleanor Beaton and Helen 
Reynolds were welcomed  to 
Solihull as they transferred their 
church membership.
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Do you like to think of yourself as being just an ‘ordinary’ 

person? At least, ordinary on the outside. Underneath the 

surface, you and we all really know that you are 

extraordinary; and you may be both outwardly 

embarrassed and privately pleased when people tell you. 

I am what psychologists would call an ‘introvert’ by 
nature, and I was brought up not to make a fuss or to 
make myself too conspicuous. That sat uneasily with a 
vocation to teach and, later, to be a minister. For a long 
time in my youth, I did not use my voice in public, either 
reading or singing (other than in a choir). But the school 
choir and the church choir led to me being in plays, and I 
discovered that I could perform solo and still, with 
integrity, be me. You, of course, may now wish that I 
hadn’t!

I still, though, have a liking for the ordinary. In the 
Church, we shall be into one of two periods of ‘ordinary 
time’ when you read this. We shall have finished the 50 
days of celebration of the Easter season (from Easter 
through the Ascension to Pentecost), preceded by 40 
days of Lent and then Holy Week. At the end of 
November, we shall come to the weeks of Advent, 
followed by the celebration of Christmas and Epiphany. 
From the end of the season of Christmas until Lent, and 
from the end of the Easter season to Advent, we have the 
two periods of ‘ordinary’ time. 

‘Ordinary’ here does not mean dull or humdrum. It 
means normal or everyday. More particularly it means an 
orderly telling of Israel’s everyday experience that they 
are God’s people, and of his disciples’ everyday 
experience that Jesus is living and moving amongst them. 
It shows the extraordinary being experienced in the 
ordinary in a way that becomes an everyday experience. 

So let us celebrate the ordinariness of holiness. That is 
the sort of holiness that works for people like you and 
me. We are often involved in it without really knowing it. 
I cannot put it better than something that I read recently.

‘I like to contemplate the holiness present in the patience 
of God’s people: in those parents who raise their children 
with immense love, in those men and women who work 
hard to support their families, in the sick, in elderly 
religious [people] who never lose their smile. In their daily 
perseverance I see the holiness of the Church militant. 
Very often it is a holiness found in our next-door 
neighbours, those who, living in our midst, reflect God’s 
presence. We might call them “the middle class of 
holiness” (para 7)’.

‘To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a 
[monk or nun]. We are frequently tempted to think that

holiness is only for those who can withdraw from 
ordinary affairs to spend much time in prayer. That is not 
the case. We are all called to be holy by living our lives 
with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, 
wherever we find ourselves. Are you called to the 
consecrated life? Be holy by living out your commitment 
with joy. Are you married? Be holy by loving and caring 
for your husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church. 
Do you work for a living? Be holy by labouring with 
integrity and skill in the service of your brothers and 
sisters. Are you a parent or grandparent? Be holy by 
patiently teaching the little ones how to follow Jesus. Are 
you in a position of authority? Be holy by working for the 
common good and renouncing personal gain (para 14)’.

‘… The common life, whether in the family, the [local 
church], the religious community or any other, is made up 
of small everyday things. … Let us not forget that Jesus 
asked his disciples to pay attention to details.
The little detail that wine was running out at a party.
The little detail that one sheep was missing.
The little detail of noticing the widow who offered her two 
small coins.
The little detail of having spare oil for the lamps, should 
the bridegroom delay.
The little detail of asking the disciples how many loaves of 
bread they had.
The little detail of having a fire burning and a fish cooking 
as he waited for the disciples at daybreak.

A community that cherishes the little details of love, 
whose members care for one another and create an open 
and evangelizing environment, is a place where the risen 
Lord is present, sanctifying it in accordance with the 
Father’s plan. (paras  143-145)’.

Who wrote these wonderful things? Not, in this case, 
Wesley, though I sense that he might well have approved. 
Pope Francis, in his recent encyclical Gaudete et Exsultate
(Rejoice and be Glad) which can be found 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhort
ations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-
ap_20180319_gaudete-et-
exsultate.html#THE_SAINTS_“NEXT_DOOR”.

‘Holy living’. ‘Holy relating’. There is more of it around us 
in our church and our community than you might think. 
So are you an ‘ordinary’ person? The extraordinary thing 
is that God loves you, Jesus comes to you, and his Spirit 
flows through you, whether you are a regular church-
goer or not.

Ken Howcroft

ORDINARILY EXTRAORDINARY

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html#THE_SAINTS_“NEXT_DOOR


Sandra Ker
I was born in Dublin. My
Grandfather and my uncle
were Methodist Ministers.

Secondary School was
Wesley College, Dublin,
and it was there that I
began to realize the
meaning of Christian
commitment. I was
received into membership
of our local Methodist
Church. At school I became
leader of the Christian Union

After school I spent a happy four years taking a Social
Work degree at Trinity College, Dublin. At the end of my
second year I got to know a young first year classics
student from Belfast. Thus I left university with a degree
and an engagement ring. After working for a year as a
community social worker in Belfast Don and I married
and lived for a year in Cardiff while I completed
professional Social Work training.

I then worked for three years in the very troubled
Shankill area of Belfast, while Don completed training at
Edgehill Theological College. The Methodist Church then
sent us back south to Dun Laoghaire and Bray for Don’s
first ministerial appointment. It was followed by moves

to Dublin Universities Chaplaincy, Queen’s University
Belfast Chaplaincy, Edgehill Theological College, Belfast
Central Mission and finally the office of the Secretary of
Conference, which is also based in the Belfast area..

During our time in Dublin I taught in the Social Work
course of Trinity College and worked on a voluntary basis
with an adoption agency. Our four children, Rachael,
Sarah, Peter and Timothy were also born in Dublin.
When we moved back to Belfast I worked as a hospital
social worker, mostly in the role of senior social worker
for the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children.

In the church I have been a Local Preacher and leader in
a number of organizations.

I enjoy walking, reading, travelling and gardening. I
particularly enjoy time with the family and the
opportunity to be grandmother to our eight
grandchildren. I’m looking forward to the ninth!

Since moving to Solihull I have been involved in the
Solihull Churches’ Welcome to Asylum Seekers, Open the
Book and Bookworms. I also enjoy a weekly Pilates class
with friends. I really appreciate the warmth of the
welcome which we have received and I appreciate the
varied forms of worship in the church.

Alan Faulkner
A Yorkshireman by birth, I have lived in Solihull for 
almost 40 years and I’ve been a member here at SMC for 
the vast majority of that time.  I have enjoyed being 
involved in a variety of church activities, including being a 
youth club leader, Sunday school teacher, welcome 
steward and a member of both SMASH and the ‘Open 
the Book’ team.  

I am a retired teacher; I taught chemistry and the other 
sciences for 29 years at Tudor Grange.  I still keep my 
hand in as a senior GCSE examiner and occasional private 
tutor.  I was also a magistrate on the Solihull bench for 22 
years until the Solihull court closed in 2012.  Since 
retiring from teaching I have worked as a chauffeur and 
as an ‘extra’ in TV programmes and films. 

I have been married to Alison for almost 39 years and we 
have two sons, Sam and Mark, a lovely daughter-in-law, 
Kay and grandchildren Zachary and Bethany. 

As a lifelong supporter of Doncaster Rovers, I have 
learned useful lessons in humility and disappointment.  

My other sporting 
passions are rugby 
(both codes) and
cricket having 

previously been 
Honorary General 
Secretary of 
Warwickshire Schools’
Cricket Association. 
I enjoy going to the 

theatre and I have 
Been involved with 
amateur theatre for many years both as an actor and 
director.  Playing the title role in ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ 
was the highlight of my SMASH career. My greatest 
passion is music, particularly the great symphonic and 
choral works and opera. 
This will be my third stint as a steward and I’m as excited 
at the prospect as I was the last two times, particularly 
having seen so many inspiring areas of growth over the 
last few years.  
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A good representation from Solihull were present 
at the Circuit Service at Shirley on April 22nd, at 
which the Easter Offerings from the churches 
were dedicated, and where we heard something 
of the work in Israel/Palestine for reconciliation to 
which the offering will be sent. 

It was also the occasion at which Tina Brooker was 
recognised as a Local Preacher within the 
Methodist Church, and it was a wonderful service 
of celebration.  There was good singing, as you’d 
expect at gathering with plenty of Methodist 
voices; a thoughtful and thought-provoking 
sermon from Rev. Tony McClelland, (one of the 
tutors who had helped Tina during her training), 
on Call And Response, using the experience of 
Moses at the Burning Bush as the starting-point; 
Moses going about his daily business when he had 
the experience of God calling him, and Moses 
being able to respond; and then to Jesus’ words 
about the seed needing to die for it flourish. 

Mark Aldridge, the Local Preachers Meeting 
Secretary, presented Tina to the Superintendents 
as one who had completed her training as a Local 
Preacher, and had been recommended to the 
Circuit Assembly for recognition as a Local 
Preacher by the Local Preachers Meeting. After 
Tina had answered the questions concerning her 
willingness to adhere to the disciplines of being a

Local Preacher, Mark read the letter from the President of the 
Methodist Conference, Revd. Loraine Mellor, welcoming Tina 
to the fellowship of preachers, and encouraging Tina in her 
ministry of preaching.

And Tina responded as only Tina can! Her opening word was 
‘Wow!’ and from there as she talked of her journey.   Her 
excitement was obvious for all to see, and her passion for 
preaching the Good News of God in Jesus shone through. 

Tina, it was good to share in this moment with you. The 
journey continues, and we shall continue to hold you in our 
prayers.

Peter Bates

Five talented students from the Birmingham 
Conservatoire, Faith Si Jing on flute, Mark Wilson 
on bassoon,  Zulhafeez Zainuri on clarinet, were 
ably supported by an oboist and French horn 
player who stood in for the two mentioned in the 
programme.  Calling themselves the Inventus 
Wind Quintet, (a bit of tautology here if you are a 
Latin scholar!) they treated us to a delightful trio 
of pieces;  Polka by Arne Dich,  Gustav Holst’s 
Quintet in A flat, and finally Eugene Bozza’s
exuberant Scherzo.  They began by introducing 
the instruments, each player briefly showcasing 
their instrument with a well-known snippet either 
classical or popular.  As a clarinettist myself, I 
especially enjoyed the clarinettist’s jazz 
contribution. There was a good number in the 
audience who enthusiastically applauded the 
varied repertoire and the quality of the 
performance. It was a great opportunity to hear 
less well known works.  
Please invite them again, Tina! 

Janet Sinclair

May Recital
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What a happy occasion as former Contact 
members, friends and Soupa Talkers met at 
the Ramada Hotel for afternoon tea funded 
by a bequest from Peggy Mullineux. To 
complete the gathering Kim and Glen also 
joined the celebration. The family moved to 
Solihull and joined the Church in 1957. 
Peggy joined the Young Wives group and 
the Contact Club that met on Wednesday 
evenings. She attended regularly. Contact 
became increasingly important to Peggy 
after the death of her husband, Norman, 
and she felt particularly supported by her 
lifelong friends in the group. Thanks went to 
Sue Balmer who organised the afternoon as 
Peggy’s way of saying thank you to Contact. 
Old photographs were circulated which 
brought back many memories and a great 
deal of laughter and extra excellent scones 
were brought out. As Glen said in thanking 
people ‘Peggy would have loved this.’ The 
intervening years do not seem to have 
dulled the appetites of those attending and 
thanks must go to The Ramada Hotel and 
staff for an excellent tea. 

Bryan Fitter

Tea at the Ramada Hotel

2 of the photos of Contact which were 
circulated during the afternoon.  
Sadly Brenda Bufton, Sheila White, Joan Mills 
and Christine Byles are no longer with us.

Past Chairs at Contact’s 10th Anniversary in ?1986   - do you recognise any of them?

Peggy enjoying a Contact 
Coffee Evening
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The Circuit Assembly on 24 March 2018 approved a new 
strategy from 2019.
The following summary is by Ken Howcroft, drawing on the 
papers presented.

A NEW VISION AND PRIORITIES
Vision Statement 

We believe that the following vision statement represents a 

more accurate idea of that which we collectively hold most 

important in our circuit, and will help us to focus better on 

it.  

“Birmingham Methodist Circuit aims to be a welcoming 

Christian family, authentic to the tradition of John Wesley, 

with inspiring worship, radical compassion and social justice 

at its heart for the transformation of life.” 

This statement will be at the forefront of all we do as a 

circuit and will outwork itself in the five priorities below. 

Five Priorities 

The Birmingham Methodist Circuit should be a place… 

• which upholds the values of Methodism including being 

sustainable, ethical and Connexional, both as a group of 

churches and with all its partners (An Authentic 

Methodist family);

• where there is worship across the circuit which is inviting 

to all and inspires us in our faith and the action it calls us 

towards (Inspiring Worship); 

• where all members, churches and circuit understand and 

practice a compassion which is welcoming, inclusive, safe 

and empowering (Radical Compassion); 

• where all our members, churches and circuit understand 

and are involved in prophetic action (Focussed on Social 

Justice); 

• where we are in the business of being transformational 

through our discipleship in our own lives, the lives of 

those around us, and so in our communities and city 

(Transforming Life). 

We believe that a focus on these five things will allow us to 

focus best our resources for our mission as a circuit. 

The Assembly approved the New Vision and Priorities 

(none voting against)

We are proposing that we group churches, staff and 

lay members within our circuit into ‘Ministry Teams’. 

These would not be like the former circuits or based 

upon them, but would be based upon a number of 

criteria including: 

• Location

That each group of churches and its team will 

require minimal travel; 

• Churches with complimentary goals or projects

That churches undertaking similar work might be 

put together for shared working and mutual 

encouragement; 

• Churches with different styles of Worship and 

Cultures

That working with churches with varying styles of 

worship might be a healthy challenge and might 

mean a developing understanding of what worship 

looks like; 

• Demographics

That churches with different demographics might 

bring a richness to one another. 

The number of churches and people involved might 

vary in each Ministry Team as we would be seeking 

out the opportunities and the natural groupings, 

rather than just splitting the teams evenly. 

These Ministry Teams will be focussed on mission. 

They will not have to worry about any of the logistics 

of being a circuit or the administration that comes 

with it, which will continue to be taken up by the 

Circuit Assembly and Circuit Executive. 

Each group of churches will have a Ministry Team

made up of Lay Leaders, Ministers, Lay Workers, Local 

Preachers and Supernumeraries. Teams will be built 

with complimentary skill sets, and volunteers will be 

commissioned to fulfil new roles to help each group 

move forward with their mission and ministry. 

A NEW STRATEGIC MODEL

We believe this new model allows us to have the best of 

both worlds: the benefits of being a big circuit AND the 

connectedness of being in smaller groups and teams. 

We are not suggesting that we forcibly close churches. They 

are people first, and buildings second. They provide 

gatherings for fellowship, centres for worship and prayer, 

and outlets for God’s love in the world. Rather…
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We hope that this will maintain the many benefits of 

being a big circuit, help us prioritise our resources, 

and allow churches to grow and move forwards.

The Assembly approved the New Strategic Model 

(none voting against)

IMPLICATIONS FOR STATIONING 2019, 

2020 AND BEYOND

In 2019, we will have an opportunity to reshape the 

life of the circuit to be sustainable for the future. The 

need to do this is reinforced by the overall 

connexional shortage of Ministers, and our own 

shortage of finance. Looking at our current resources 

in terms of both paid staff (Lay and Ordained) and 

volunteers, and also our finances, the following 

questions arise as we move into the stationing 

process for ministers for 2019 and 2020 forwards.

• What reduction of Ministers do we need in 

2019? 

We currently have 19 Ministers appointed to the 

circuit (18 presbyters, one of whom is a full-time 

work place chaplain; and 1 deacon), plus 23 

supernumerary Ministers (who have varying 

levels of involvement). We have 17 full or part-

time lay staff. 

4 Ministers are either retiring or leaving the 

circuit in 2019 (3 of whom are full time, and 1 

half-time). One of them is Ken Howcroft. It is felt 

that the maximum we would be likely to receive 

through the stationing process even if we had the 

budget to ask for 4, is 2 full-time ministers. It has 

been suggested that we might prefer two 

Presbyters, rather than a Presbyter and a Deacon, 

or a Presbyter and a Probationer. 

• Does the potential departure of two more 

Ministers in 2020 need to be considered? We 

think we shall need to replace a further 2 

ministers with 1 in 2020. This means that over 

two years (2019 and 2020) 5 ½ ministers will be 

replaced by 3, reducing the overall total from 19 

to 16.

• What about 2021 and beyond? It is too hard to 

predict our needs and position at this stage as 

there are many variables. We have many 

Ministers whose current invitation ends in 2021 

and beyond, and we no idea who might move and 

not move. 

• Do we need a third Superintendent? The Circuit 

currently has 3 Co-Superintendents. One will 

leave in 2019. An alternative if we need all of our 

Ministers’ time focused on ministerial work rather 

than on resources would be to appoint a ‘Business 

Manager’ rather than a Superintendent. But the 

Circuit Strategy team felt we need the third 

Superintendent, and that we will be more likely to 

get someone with a helpful skill set from the 

ministers already in the Circuit rather than from 

looking outside of it to the stationing process. 

• Will this drop in the number of Ministers require 

an internal movement of current staff? Because 

several Ministers from one side of the circuit will 

leave in 2019, it is likely that we will need to move 

staff, linked also in with the model mentioned in 

the previous section. It will be an opportunity to 

refocus our staffing resources to best fit our 

current situation. 

The Assembly approved Implications for Stationing 

(none voting against)

PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS OF 

GROUPINGS

• Beacon; Great Barr; Perry Hall; Perry Barr; Villa 

Road; Lozells; Saltley; Small Heath; The Church 

at Carrs Lane

• Nether Whitacre; Water Orton; Castle 

Bromwich; Coleshill; St Andrews

• South Yardley; Sparkhill; Lyndon; Acocks

Green; Hall Green; St Michaels; Solihull;

• Shirley; Trinity Monkspath; Cheswick Green; 

Dorridge; Earlswood

• Cambridge Road; Jazz Church; St Andrew’s 

Hazelwell; Cotteridge; Maypole; Hawkesley; 

Hawkesley School

• Selly Oak; Methsoc; Zimbabwean Fellowship; 

Woodgate Valley; Hay Green; Northfield; 

Chinese Church; Longbridge; Holly Hill School

These are currently open to revision. 

Marjorie Roper is a Circuit Steward and is happy to 

receive comments.
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We greeted with some amusement team names: “Mighty 
Wanderers! “Irene’s Irascibles” showed some spelling difficulty; 
“the Undecided” showed a mastery of management skills; and 
SCAH Tissue, their creativity.

There were 11 rounds with a Joker to be played when the team 
thought best.   Knowledge was tested on such topics as Plants 
and Gardens, Food and Drink, Music, History and Sport (just 
how could those avid soccer supporters not know who scored 
the odd goal for England in the 1966 World Cup?).

There was intense discussion, much laughter, and many, many 
groans as the answers were eventually read out and the scores 
flashed speedily on the screen.

They might have thought that the interval would bring some 
relief. For sure the Lyons steak and kidney pie and beans were 
superb and very welcome but even then they were confronted 
with a map numbered with all 31 shipping forecast areas to be 
named.    A couple of teams got nearly all of them! 

In the end it came down to how well they played their jokers 
and of course those memories. 

Salute then “Quizzie MacQuizface” who emerged clear winners 
with “We don’t care” and “Irene’s Irascibles” close behind.

The real winner though was the church project.   Amazingly 
nearly £600 was added to the coffers for this year. Well done 
the UnFitter house group who took on this evening and 
provided such great fun for so many. 

Lawrie Rumens

The winning team

Bryan Fitter - quizmaster
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TEA BAGS - More Plastic: 
The UK consumes 60 billion cups of tea a year, 96% 
of them using tea bags with a plastic compound to 
seal the bags. Although manufacturers are working to 
find alternatives, it would help to swap to leaf tea in 
the meantime - when you can find it - until the plastic 
free ones come along

Richard Balmer

BUILD A BIRD BOX
Birds, especially small ones, need nesting places safe from cats, larger birds and other 
predators. You can buy ornate or simple bird boxes, but why not make or, better still, get a 
youngster to make one themselves. The design below is basic, but would do.

Find a plank of wood (about  4’6” long (135 cm), 6 inches or so wide (15 cm) and up to 1” 
thick (25 mm)); a saw; a few nails and hammer (or screws and screwdriver); something to 
make a hole about 1 1/4” (33mm) diameter, and a bit of felt or something waterproof to 
act as a hinge to the roof and keep the rain out.  

Roof                  Front                     Side                  Side Bottom                          Back

Drill the entrance hole and 
2 holes to fix the box to a 
fence post, wall or tree; 
saw along the dotted lines; 
fit together; cut the felt 
larger than the roof and 
tack into position.   DONE!

A Future for All
Take the opportunity of this ecumenical day on Saturday 14th July at Priory 
Rooms, Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF to save our planet from further 
destruction.   Contact ichard Balmer for more information.     Register at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-future-for-all-tickets-43746567160

I am still collecting jewellery (broken, oddments, no 
longer worn) and foreign or outdated coins or 
notes. Please bring items to the Traidcraft stall any 
Sunday morning. I can then add them to the phones 
and cameras which arrive in the recycling box in the 
hall foyer and send them to Tamworth under the 
Recycling for Good Causes scheme. The money 
raised goes straight to Traidcraft.

Linda Innes

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-future-for-all-tickets-43746567160


Wednesday  27th June   There will be a coach trip to 
Upton House and Garden to see the amazing collection 
of art there and their famous tiered gardens.   The coach 
will leave the church car park at 11 am.

The cost for the coach is £17.   There is a National Trust 
entrance fee (free to NT members)   
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Rev Philip Barnett, retired Methodist 
Minister, and his wife, will be driving round 
the perimeter of Ireland in their 45 year 
old Morris Minor, taking 2 weeks in June, 
to raise money for the MS Society. Their 
son was diagnosed with MS 9 years ago 
and had to take early retirement from his 
teaching job.

If anyone wishes to sponsor this driving 
challenge of 1610 miles, please donate at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/moggie20
18.

Philip and Catherine will be coming to 
Soupa Talks in September to talk about 
their epic fundraising adventure!

Chris Cooke

Sunday 10th June 10.30 am

Ken Howcroft will lead our worship 
and our preacher will be 

Gill Dascombe.   
Gill was Vice President when Ken was 

President 

After lunch together, Gill will stay 
for the afternoon to lead a 

workshop on her specialist subject 
of 

Mental Health Awareness 

Bring a packed lunch.

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/moggie2018
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Alan Faulkner, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd 
Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens 

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
July - August Messenger items is 10th June

SPECIAL LECTURE EVENING 
with a specialist Guest Speaker 

Tom Ipgrave
to speak on

King Richard lll
and Leicester 

in the Church 

Friday 8th June 7.30 pm 

Church Project

Saturday 30th June 
7.00 pm  in the church

Saturday 9th June  
at 

International Convention Centre, 
Birmingham 

with the theme  

"It's Time to Turn back to Jesus as 
individuals, the Church and the 

nation".  
For further information see 

www.worldprayer.org.uk 

National 
Prayer Day 

Thursday 7th June
1.00 pm

in the Church

Mixed Ensemble from 
Solihull School

Refreshments from 12.30 pm
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Small Group Leader Training
16th June 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Maypole Methodist Church

Small Groups, whether a Bible Study Group, 
Prayer Group, Class Meeting, Life Group, Cell 
Group or other group, are one of the best 
ways to grow and deepen faith. They can be 
places of learning, worship, prayer, support, 
welcome and much more besides.
This course will be split into two halves. The 
first half, with Reverend Tony Malcolm and 
Reverend Alison Richards in the morning, will 
look at different ways of running small 
groups and will unpack how to host, 
coordinate or run them. This will include the 
sharing of a variety of tools that might be 
helpful. The second half of the day will be an 
afternoon looking at creative prayer with 
Reverend Karen Webber and Reverend 
Inderjit Bhogal.     A chance to try some 
different kinds of creative small group prayer 
out.
For info and to book contact Tom Milton, 
0121 616 1800
tmilton@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk

Young (Junior) 
Church Training Day
23rd June  9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Solihull Methodist Church

This will be a training morning 
for all the Children’s leaders 
in our circuit, designed to be 
a friendly informal taster 
session packed with help and 
advice. It will include Messy 
Church, Makaton (sign 
language for worship), 
Leading Worship, working 
with Children and Teenagers, 
working with Families and 
working with Uniformed 
Groups.
For more info contact - Tina 
Brooker   07504 300 413
tbrooker@birminghammetho
distcircuit.org.uk

Dan Holmes 
UK Tour Concert

Dan Holmes is a Christian singer 
and songwriter from the USA, 

and as part of his UK tour will be 
in concert on

Tuesday 19th June,
7.30pm 

at Longbridge Methodist Church

Music for a
Summer’s Evening

Dorridge Methodist Church 

invites you a summer music 
event in aid of Action for 

Children. This will take place on

Friday 13th July 
at 7.30pm and tickets are £10.

mailto:tmilton@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk
mailto:tbrooker@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk


June Diary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1 2

3

9.00  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd Ken 
Howcroft

8.00 Prayer Space

4

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

7.30  Church 
council 

5

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

7

1.00 Lunch time 
organ recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

8

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30  Special lecture 
– Tom Ipgrave

9

9.00 Saturday Dads

10 Church 
Anniversary

10.30  Holy 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft and 
Gill Dascombe
12.30  Lunch –
Bring your own
1.30  Workshop 
with Gill 
Dascombe

11

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

12
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

13

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

14

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

16

17

10.30 Morning 
service  

18

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

19

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

20

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

21

9.30   Ramble

2.00  Thursday café

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

22

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

23

3.30 Messy Church 

24

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Revd
Ken Howcroft

25

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

26

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

27

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

11.00   Soupa Talks 
trip to Upton House

28

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

29
7.00   EN.R.G

Youth Club

30
7.00   Finale 
Concert for The 
Choir with no name

15
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0121 705 7367

Young people from Solihull Methodist Church joined 
others from  Churches Together and had a great time. 
They had fun walking up to St. Alphege to spend some 
time with Joe Minall’s youth group. It was lovely to be 
together. By return, folk from St Alphege are due to 
come to our church in September for another evening 
together.

The young people are also involved in a sports evening 
once a month with other youth groups from churches 

in Solihull.

Working ecumenically is very important. As part of this 
there is a large network of Children’s & Youth leaders 
that meet regularly for prayer, friendship and 
networking across Solihull, Olton, Dorridge and 
Knowle.

Tina Brooker


