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As I had registered and paid to be part of the Big Issue 
Foundation’s Big London Walk, I was disappointed but 
absolutely understanding, when they sadly had to cancel the 
event due to the weather. However, anyone who knows me 
well, would understand that something like this would not be 
likely to deter me from my goal! Call it being intrepid or 
completely idiotic, but I decided on the morning of 2nd March 
to do the same length walk in my own area. 

The morning was pretty cold at -3oC, and the wind was an icy 
blast that went right through you. So, after donning about 10 
layers of clothes, I set off. I decided to stay clear of the roads 
as there was slippery ice there and, instead, stuck to the snow 
covered fields and hills that surround my home In Henley in 
Arden. The going was tough at times, particularly with the 
wind slicing through me and blowing snow across my path in 
great waves. The snowdrifts at the edges of the fields were 
very deep and also beautifully formed, like an array of wave 
sculptures caught in a freeze frame. I decided to head down 
to the canal where there might be more shelter from the 
elements and it was slightly more tranquil there! The water 
was mainly ice and had formed swirling patterns all along the 
water. I visited the three aqueducts that lay within 5 miles of 
each other near Wooten Wawen.

I stopped a couple of times along the way to consume 
bananas and chocolate but found that sitting too long was not 
a good idea in this weather and so trudged on, singing, “One 
more step along the world I go” to keep my spirits up! After 
almost 5 hours, the familiar hill behind my cottage was in 
sight and I had walked 17 kilometres, which, I thought was 
probably enough for that day! What mostly kept me going 
was the thought of all the homeless people that are suffering 
in this present weather and that The Big Issue can make such 
a difference in their lives, all year round, and give them a 
stepping stone to returning to being treated as a human 
being again. You can still donate for up to 2 weeks after my 
walk so please give any spare pennies or pounds you have. 
The justgiving site is www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-
yarham or if you would prefer to donate cash, I can then add 
it to the just giving site myself. Thank you so much for your 
continued support for all the homeless initiatives that Solihull 
Methodist Church are embracing this year.

Laura Yarham
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Snowy scenes from Laura’s big walk

Saturday 28th April 7.00 pm

Quiz evening 
with a pie and beans supper

Tickets £10 
Available in the church hall after Sunday 

morning service
Bring your friends and make up a team

Wednesday 11th April 1.00 pm
Rosemary Owens will talk about the  Homeless 
in Solihull at Soupa Talks

Sunday 21st April 10.30 am
Morning service with Revd Mark Fisher with 
Homelessness as the theme

Saturday 19th May 7.00pm

concert with 

The AD concert band 
This concert was postponed 

from March 3rd because of the 
snow. Tickets for the original 

concert are valid for this new date.

Saturday 30th June 7.00 pm

Grand Finale concert
by

Dates for your diaries



90th Birthday

Ben received the Chief Scout Silver Award during 
the morning service on Sunday 11th March.  He had 
completed the 7 difficult challenges to earn this 
highest award for a Cub Scout and now he is ready 
to move up to Scouts. Very well done Ben. 

Revd Harry Mills celebrates his 90th

birthday in April.

Death
Jill Denton (the mother of Julia Monaghan, recent minister 
at Lyndon, died recently after 16 years of ill health. Please 
place Paul, Julia and all the family in your prayers.

Ron Simmons
What better tribute can there be than when so many people came to 
say farewell to Ron Simmons.  

Ron  was born at Yardley in the summer of 1921. He left school to work 
for his father’s coach-building business which he re-joined after the war 
until 1970 when it closed.    He married his Gladys in Solihull Methodist 
Church in 1950 and they had a daughter Ros.

Ron had a proud army record. In WW2 he wanted to serve but could 
not reconcile this with killing anyone.  Instead he joined the Royal 
Engineers’ bomb disposal squad and, after a period defusing and 
making safe German bombs along the south coast, his squad were 
posted to N Africa where they moved from Cairo to the fighting front. 
First in, they cleared the way of land mines for the troops to follow 
through.  Last out, they re-laid mines to protect from rear-attack.   A 
peace loving man and true hero.

Ron and Gladys willingly undertook annual charity fundraising. 
Beavering away quietly between 1973 and 2010 they raised well over 
£22K for various charities. Ron’s garden was a source of great joy.   He 
knew the Latin names of all the plants and,  as part of their charity 
drive, he and Gladys opened the garden for what became part of the 
annual tradition of our church.   He was also interested in beekeeping 
and all things of nature. 

Ron was a modest man.   He and Gladys went to a palace garden party 
and received local awards for service to the community but he declined 
the award of an MBE preferring to work quietly and modestly.

Ron was a true friend and one of life’s 
true gentlemen.  He lived a long life and 
lived it well. 

Most of all he loved his family, his friends 
and in fact anyone whose path crossed 
his own.   He was kind, generous, 
unassuming. He was wise, fair, and would 
help anyone. He stood tall both in stature 
and character with elegance and style –
he even put on a tie to work in the 
garden 

We hear with some 
excitement that two of 

longstanding members are 
moving home this month. 

Thankfully both are 
staying close to “home”.
Reg Bywell moves from 

the family home into 
Abbeyfields House. and 
Sylvia Bailey moves into 

Ravenshaw Court. 
Both are looking forward 
to having more company 
and less chores and we 

send them our good 
wishes from all the church 

family.
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Let him easter in us
April. Spring has well and truly sprung. New life is 
appearing all around us, new growth is appearing 
on old. When, on Easter Sunday, we take the dead 
stumps of our Christmas tree which have been 
fashioned into a cross during Lent, and cover that 
cross with flowers, we are getting in touch with 
something in nature which points us towards the 
endless creativity of God. That, in turn, helps us to 
see what is happening in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. “Nature is God’s greatest 
evangelist”, as Jonathan Edwards put it (he was an 
American Puritan philosopher and theologian: he 
and John Wesley were contemporaries and 
admired each other’s work).

So April, people tell me, is a time for gardening, or 
the profusion of new life will become so great that 
it takes over everywhere and things will end up in 
chaos. But I have doubts about the phrase “You 
are nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere 
else on earth”. I know that to many that is a bigger 
heresy than having doubts about the Resurrection, 
but don’t get me wrong. I love formal gardens. My 
proud and well-practised ignorance of both the 
names of plants and what to do with them is 
simply a cover for my embarrassment that I do not 
have my mother’s verdantly green fingers. But I am 
uncomfortable when the garden is so formalised 
that you cannot touch things, smell things, step on 
the grass, or otherwise live, breathe and just be in 
it: in other words, when all the profusion of life 
feels suffocated and squashed, rather than 
stewarded and enabled to flourish.

When I think of ‘God’s heart’ and ‘gardens’ my 
mind is taken to the stories of the Garden of Eden. 
In it there is abundant growth all the year round. 
Human beings are created to help God care for it, 
ordering it so that it may flourish. It is only when 
they set themselves up over against God, that they 
find themselves out of kilter with nature as well, 
and getting food becomes hard work.

I suppose that if our ordering of things is done in 
co-operation with God, and for God’s benefit, all is 
well. When it is purely for our own benefit, all is 
not. Yet when we sometimes ignore or even 

actively squeeze the life of God out of things, God 
has a habit of breaking out in new ways. Jesus 
once memorably said that God’s love is a bit like a 
mustard seed. You want a bit of it to use 
medicinally or in cooking to help you feel better. 
But beware. The mustard seed does not remain 
small. It becomes a huge tree. If you get a bit of 
God’s love, it is likely to go wild and take over your 
whole life. 

Sometimes we put concrete, or paving slabs, or 
decking in our gardens because they are easier to 
maintain and more useful than grass and plants. 
But in time, despite our efforts, plant life starts to 
find cracks and force its way through. 

So God’s love and resurrection life are a bit like 
weeds! Many years ago, I went into the garden the 
day before Easter Sunday and suddenly saw a 
daffodil flowering in the middle of the compost 
heap. Jesus was thrown away as rubbish when he 
was crucified. He burst out in new life in the 
resurrection.

But where is he now? Easter Sunday is not the end 
of the celebrations, and therefore the end of the 
story. It is the beginning. He lives in and through 
you and me. The more we can recognise that, the 
more effectively he can do it. 

The title of this Message is taken from the end of a 
long poem by Gerald Manley Hopkins (“The Wreck 
of the Deutschland”). It is a very complex poem, 
but this particular theme in it begins with 
recognising that God has made us. Yet life often 
becomes hard for us, or goes wrong, and we 
sometimes feel dread and as if we are falling apart, 
being ‘unmade’.  But then, miraculously, God 
touches us afresh: “Over again I feel thy finger, and 
find thee”. New life bursts through the cracks – the 
cracks in the world, and the cracks within us. 
Christ’s new life flourishes in us and, through us, 
reaches out to others. 

Let him easter in us!

Ken
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The Church council held on Monday 26th February was 
chaired by Revd Alison Richards (Circuit Superintendent) 
in Ken’s absence.

• Finance  Income was £4,000 less, partly due to a drop 
of income from car park spaces.   Lettings have not 
increased, and there is concern about a loss of some 
‘big’ rentals from the premises.   £123,600 will be 
given to the circuit for 2081-19, which is 3% increase 
on this year..

• Fundraising profit Money raised for last year’s church 
anniversary and art exhibition had exceeded 
expectations and  there was a profit of just over 
£1300.   It was agreed that that should be given to St 
Basils (homeless centre) to help fund a screen printing 
project.

• Car Park A new project was described to identify rogue 
parkers. Rogue parkers would be fined by CPS (a car 
park company).   Hall users would only be able to use 
the car park for the duration of their meeting.   It was 
agreed that the signage should be amended so that 
church visitors were welcomed.

• Lift in the church hall    It was agreed to proceed with 
this project once the funding is in place.   It would be 
done along with the men’s toilets in the  hall.

• Sound system This would be installed in the church 
within the next week.

• Tina  Brooker   From September Tina would not 
continue with 10 hours for the circuit so that she could 
concentrate on candidating for the ministry next year.

• Saturday Mums  This will start in March 2018. It will be 
held at Tudor Grange Leisure Centre, running alongside 
Saturday Dads.

• Thursday Café   This would be reviewed in April   

• Pastoral Committee   Roy and Stella Clemas are 
stepping down from their roles after many years of 
faithful service, and were thanked for their long term 
hard work. Maggie Woolley has agreed to be a Pastoral 
Leader.   Membership classes are to be offered after 
Easter.

• Safeguarding A new form is required to give 
permission for a child’s or adult’s photo or video to be 
used in public display.   Discussion about safeguarding 
requirements for the transport rota were deferred to 
the next church Council in June.

• Church Project 2018-19  it was greed to support Revd 
David Butterworth’s District initiative to help settle 
Syrian refugee families in Birmingham.   The proposal 
was by the Fitter Housegroup, who will coordinate the 
fund raising.

Sue Balmer

Last last year we celebrated the 80th anniversary 

of the church building by hosting 26 pictures from 

the Methodist Modern Art Collection with the 

Come and See  art exhibition and an 

accompanying Flower Festival.   It cost almost 

£5000 to do this and needed a lot of fund raising 

to cover these costs.   Now all the accounts have 

been finalised, we find that we have a profit of 

£1300.

This was unexpected but largely due to the hard 

work of this planning team: Sue Balmer, Bryan 

Fitter, Fiona Gilyead, Karen Hanford, Margaret 

Rumens, Sarah Shinner and Chris Tucker. It has 

been decided to donate the profit to an art project 

linked to our church’s homelessness project for 

this year.   St Basils are setting up a screen printing 

facility for homeless youngsters. Sue Balmer 

presented the cheque to Barry Hodge (from St 

Basils) during the morning service on 11th March. 
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The following is taken from a report of the above title 
which has just been circulated to all Circuit Trustees.  You 
can obtain the whole printed document from the church 
office or click on the Transforming Life link in the Prattle.

Introduction
How can we be ready and resourced for the future? This 
paper outlines a vision for our circuit, describes a new 
model for how we think we can best achieve the vision 
over the next few years and suggests answers to some of 
the key questions that we must face about Stationing 
2019-20.
A New Vision and Priorities
Vision Statement
We believe that the following vision statement will help us 
to focus on what we hold most important within our 
circuit and represents a more accurate idea of that which 
we collectively hold most important.
“Birmingham Methodist Circuit aims to be a welcoming 
Christian family, authentic to the tradition of John Wesley, 
with inspiring worship, radical compassion and social 
justice at its heart for the transformation of life.”
This statement will be at the forefront of all we do as a 
circuit and will outwork itself in the five priorities below.
Five Priorities
The Birmingham Methodist Circuit should be a place…
• Which upholds the values of Methodism including being 
sustainable, ethical and Connexional, both as a group of 
churches and with all its partners
(An Authentic Methodist family).
• Where there is worship across the circuit which is 
inviting to all and inspires us in our faith and the action it 
calls us towards (Inspiring Worship).
• Where all members, churches and circuit understand 
and practice a compassion which is welcoming, inclusive, 
safe and empowering (Radical Compassion).
• Where all our members, churches and circuit 
understand and are involved in prophetic action (Focussed 
on Social Justice).
• Where we are in the business of being transformational 
through our discipleship in our own lives, the lives of those 
around us, and so in our communities and city 
(Transforming Life).
We believe that a focus on these five things will allow us 
to best focus our resources for our mission as a circuit.
A New Strategic Model
Introduction
After six and a half years as the Birmingham Circuit we 
have an opportunity to restructure ourselves to be ready 
for what the future has to hold, making ourselves more 
efficient and improving how we operate.   It comes 
because we face our biggest challenge yet, a shortage of 
ministers and a need to develop a more sustainable 
financial model. We believe that we need to update our 
model of circuit to make best use of the resources which 

we have and to help mitigate for some of the challenges 
which we face as a big circuit.
Whilst in the areas of strategic thinking and management 
of resources our big circuit is proving a success and allows 
a huge diversity of churches to be supported in a variety of 
different contexts, we recognise that it does come with 
some limitations, namely that people feel disconnected 
from others in the circuit. There is also a real sense that 
people are tired and struggling to find time for what they 
are passionate about because of the practical elements of 
church life.
We believe the new model below allows us to have the 
best of both worlds. The benefits of being a big circuit 
AND the connectedness of being in smaller groups and 
teams.
The model was worked on within our circuit by both the 
Circuit Executive and a variety of members from our 
churches who were invited to be involved.
The Model
We are proposing that we group churches, staff and lay 
members within our circuit into ‘Ministry Teams’. These 
would not be based upon the former circuits but would be 
based upon a number of factors including:
• Location – That each group of churches and its team 
will require minimal travel;
• Churches with complimentary goals or projects – That 
churches undertaking similar work might be put together 
for shared working and mutual encouragement;
• Churches with different styles of Worship and 
Cultures – That working with churches with varying styles 
of worship might be a healthy challenge and might mean a 
developing understanding of what worship looks like;
• Demographics – That churches with different 
demographics might bring a richness to one another.
A first suggested plan of how these groups might be made 
up, based on these factors, will be discussed at the Circuit 
Assembly for refinement.
Each group of churches would have a Ministry Team made 
up of Lay Leaders , Ministers, Lay Workers, Local 
Preachers and Supernumeraries. Teams would be built 
with complimentary skill sets and volunteers be 
commissioned to fulfil new roles to help each group move 
forward with their mission and ministry.
These Ministry Teams would be focussed on mission and 
would not have to worry about any of the logistics of 
being a circuit or the administration that comes with it 
which continue to be taken up by the Circuit Assembly and 
Circuit Executive.
A Tested Model
The model is being used and works in other big circuits 
within the Connexion, so although we need to think 
carefully about the detail involved in how we put it 
together and to make sure we learn lessons from the 
journeys of those other places, we are confident it is a 
good way of working.
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Fitter Housegroup Visit the Synagogue

Visit to the Kebba Jarjou Memorial Nursery School
As I sit at my desk and glance out of the window the 
snow continues to fall.   It’s – 4oC and in the wind it 
feels a lot colder and I’ve just thawed out after taking 
our dog, George, for a walk. Not surprisingly my mind 
goes back to our latest visit to the Gambia where the 
skies are cloudless and the average temperature is 
35oC higher.

As usual we visited our adopted school to see how 
they are progressing.

There was the usual list of maintenance items: toilets, 
taps, light bulbs and a supply of paper which we 
resolved straightforwardly. There remains the tiling of 
the final classroom and replacing the solar panel 
batteries which we will fund from our school account 
but the most pressing needs are often the simplest -
items such as pencils, erasers and rulers.

As you can see from the photograph at this time of 
the year children wear hoodies to school as it can be 
cool in the mornings and it’s an 8.30 am start. If you 
have any hoodies that children have grown out of that 
you would be happy to donate please bring them to 
church and we will make sure they get to the Gambia.

Nursery schools in the Gambia are not funded by the state 
so parents make a considerable financial commitment to 
give their youngsters the best possible start. Sometimes it 
can’t quite run to school uniform so green gingham 
dresses are also high on the school’s priority list.

Be sure that all the money people generously donate, and 
the school equipment we can manage to send, have in the 
past and will in the future make a large impact on young 
children’s lives.  

Bryan Fitter

The Fitter house group recently met at the Birmingham Central 
Synagogue in Singers Hill to explore Jewish approaches to faith.   What an 
evening they had. Stephen Newman was their “guide” for the evening 
and how well he led them. They were fascinated first by the thought that 
had been applied so that the beautiful Victorian building supported their 
Jewish beliefs and tradition, for example with the right number of 
windows and each with its role and commemoration.

Tradition was important to their faith – indeed there were a few times 
when the penetrating questions were answered with “that’s our 
tradition. There is no known reason except that we always have”. Having 
said that there are branches of this faith, just like ours, with some quite 
liberal, including women rabbis, and others (like Singers Hill) who still 
separate women from men. This was not an insult to women but, as the 
gender that brings forth new life, they were considered next to and very 
close to God – certainly not to be sullied with day to day prayers and 
management of the synagogue.

Stephen was amazingly open inviting questions on everything 
(and gosh there were a lot) and being very open about their 
beliefs and practices. 

Everyone came away so impressed with the knowledge 
Stephen showed and even more so with the commitment and 
learning people went through (including learning Hebrew) as 
they grew up in faith.  

A great visit                                        Lawrie Rumens. 
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Wed 23 May   Following the fascinating 
talk this year on the history and current 
use of Temple Balsall, join us for a guided 
tour with a special afternoon tea 

Wed 27 June 
Coach trip to 
Upton house 
and garden to 
see the 
amazing 
collection of 
art there and 
their famous 
tiered gardens 

Wed 8 Aug A coach 
outing to 
Chatsworth House. 
Where do you start 
– there is so much 
to see and do. 
What about that 
amazing fountain 
with no external 
power 

Temple Balsall
Upton House

Chatsworth House
The talk by the Chatsworth Housekeeper, 
which was cancelled in February because 
of the snow, will now take place on 
Wednesday 14th November.

Churchill at Soupa Talks
What a packed house at Soupatalks in March . The seconds of Ivan’s 
cauliflower and cheese with ham soup only just made it round the 
hall. The attraction though was John Whitehead returning this time 
to “talk” about Churchill – his final days. Well “talk” is perhaps not 
the right word to use – no dry lecture with slides here. He dressed 
and used props to look so like Churchill you would have thought 
him there.  Then he acted extracts from a 2 hour one man play of 
the great man agonising over whether to resign as PM.

The date was 4 April 1955 and he was reflecting on his life and 
career in his favourite bunker with his favourite tipple and favourite 
cigars. Punctuating his thoughts were phone calls to Clemmie, his 
secretary, and finally Anthony Eden who so wanted to succeed him.

This was one of the longer sessions that this group have had and 
you could have heard a pin drop. There were no coughs, sneezes or 
fidgets. The quality of acting was seriously good and the story was 
both humorous and poignant.

So we were reminded of his difficult childhood largely away from 
his parents and of how he was driven by the need of recognition 
from his father, that never came. We tracked his early army career 
and his overseas postings as he moved into journalism. Then we 
followed his parliamentary career from Oldham in 1900 through to 
PM with his crossing from Conservative to Liberal and back again. 
Of course he reflected on his heroic role during WW2 as well as the 
characters he respected and disliked through his life.

I want to see this full length play. What a 
riveting lunchtime.

Lawrie Rumens
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After 18 months of planning and prayer with my 
youth leader colleagues from Solihull, Knowle, 
Dorridge and Olton, the Message Trust from 
Manchester brought the ‘Higher Tour’ to Solihull.

They spent the month going into secondary 
schools across the borough, Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton and Coventry doing assemblies 
and performing in concerts. The team have spoken 
to literally thousands of teenagers about Jesus.

EN.R.G youth group went along to the event at 
Renewal and had a great time. The music was 
loud, modern and exciting. The Manchester team 
brought the gospel alive for 2018.

It’s been a privilege to work ecumenically with 
my fellow youth leader friends along with the 
leadership from The Message Trust.

Tina
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The final Service evening of the Guild emphasised the 
importance of Local Preachers to Methodism. 3 speakers had 
each given 50 years to spreading the gospel.   

John Allebon remembered that as a boy he was asked to 
teach at Maypole Sunday School.  His 'call to preach' evolved 
as he attended Birmingham Central Hall. He was accredited in 
1960 and also preached in the Tamworth and Kidderminster 
circuits. He was at Sparkhill Methodist before he came to 
Solihull .

Stuart Aldridge worshipped at Mansfield and then at Great 
Yarmouth and Bedford.  He was given a 'note to preach' in 
Shropshire villages and was accredited in 1967. He had 7 years 
at Stevenage. He moved to Solihull in 1974 to work for Severn 
Trent .  

Eric Fawthrop's grandfather was a 
Methodist Minister. When Eric started work 
he joined the Civil Service, which meant he 
could be sent to work anywhere.  When he 
was in a mining valley in South Wales he 
joined the Methodist Church and before 
long was told ’there’s a job for you as a 
Local Preacher'.  He trained and was 
accredited in 1956.  He moved to Malta in 
1959 where he was known as 'the curate' 
and wrote a history of that church. In 1967 
he moved on to Penang Methodist church, 
where he started a Boys Brigade.  After 3 
years, he moved  to Singapore and then 
West Berlin for 4 years at the time of the 
taking down of the Berlin wall. He is still 
preaching! 

Peter Handley

Stuart Aldridge       John Allebon Eric Fawthrop



This summary is taken from the Joint Public Issues Team 
of the  Baptist Union of Great Britain,  the Church of 
Scotland , the Methodist Church, and the United 
Reformed Church .   
The whole document can be found at 
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/Made-for-goodness-A-faithful-
response-to-the-refugee-crisis.pdf 

1. The refugee crisis is not new. Conflict and unrest in 
Iraq, Egypt and Libya resulted in a new wave of violent 
extremism and mass displacement of people across the 
Middle East and North Africa. Long term conflict and 
poverty in parts of Sub-Saharan Africa have also 
contributed to the movement of people. 

2. People are fleeing their countries of origin because 
they want safety and security; as well as conflict and 
direct persecution the effects of poverty, inequality and 
discrimination are forcing people to flee their homes. 

3. People are dying by making unsafe journeys across 
the Mediterranean. Reports suggest that more than 
25,000 lives have been lost since the year 2000.  The 
introduction of a UK humanitarian visa system would 
mean that those who are most in need can reach safe 
places when they need to, without having to resort to 
people smugglers to make the dangerous sea crossing. 

4. The UK has a legal duty to give asylum to those 
human beings who face violence and persecution, and a 
moral duty to fulfil these duties to the best of its ability.  

5. The vast majority of refugees live in some of the 
world’s poorest countries. The UK has been generous in 
providing financial aid, but accepting a fair and 
proportionate share of people is equally necessary.  

6. Refugees have historically and currently made 
positive contributions to our economy, culture and 
services.   

7. People seeking asylum in the UK face a hostile 
system and many end up destitute. This is at odds with 
the common societal perception that the UK has a long 
and proud history of supporting people fleeing violence. 
We need to ensure that no one seeking asylum in the 
UK is deliberately made destitute. 

8. On 23 June 2016, the UK voted to leave the 
European Union. The UK’s legal obligations to refugees 
exist beyond the confines of EU membership, most 
notably in the form of the 1951 UN Refugee 

Convention. As such, it is vital that the UK continues to 
live up to its legal and moral responsibilities to offer 
protection for refugees.   

As Christians we are called to stand in solidarity with 
the displaced and dispossessed. There has never been a 
greater need for Churches to highlight the plight of 
refugees and support those already resident within our 
communities.  

Therefore as a society we need to: 
• Introduce a system of humanitarian visas – the UK 

and countries within the European Union need to 
introduce a system of humanitarian visas to help 
people fleeing violence and persecution to travel 
safely and legally to a country which will give them 
sanctuary. 

• Enable family reunion for refugees – the UK should 
make it easier for refugees living in the UK to bring 
older children, dependent parents and siblings with 
no other family to join them.  United families are 
stronger and more able to build independent lives 
and contribute to society. 

• Provide care for more unaccompanied children – the 
UK should be striving to offer a home to at least 
3,000 of the 88,000 unaccompanied refugee 
children in Europe, who are amongst the most 
vulnerable of those seeking sanctuary. 

• Reform the UK asylum system – people who claim 
asylum in the UK should be treated with dignity. No-
one should be deliberately made destitute.

A faithful response to the refugee crisis 
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A different chair layout for the concert

Green Tip
Martineau Gardens Visit and Donation
As you know your donations for After Church Coffee 
in January were to go to Martineau Gardens and 
Marion Howcroft is seen here presenting a cheque for 
£250 to Caroline Hutton at the gardens at the end of 
February. 

The gardens cover an amazing 2½ acre enclave a bare 
2 miles from Birmingham’s city centre. They are on 
the right in Priory Road in Edgbaston, about 200 
metres beyond the Bristol Road.   Entrance is free 
(apart from bank holidays) Monday to Saturday from 
10 am – 4 pm.

There are bee hives and a bird hide; ponds, flowers, 
herbs and vegetables all of which attract wildlife. 

The real joy, however, is that the gardens are 
maintained by volunteers (currently around 60) 
working within a supervisory framework. This means 
all can learn skills and be enriched by gardening and, 
particularly, those with mental difficulties or 
recovering from problems like strokes, can be helped 
to find purpose, structure and social contact in their 
lives. The best months to go are from April to 
October. Do visit if you can.

The website is www.martineau-gardens.org.uk

Recycling: Clever Packaging

The photo shows the packaging for an LED light bulb 
bought at Morrisons on the Coventry Road. 

Lots of packaging comes with a clear plastic front stuck 
to a cupboard back. Mixed materials can’t be recycled 
and, because it is a pain to separate them, much gets 
thrown away.

The packaging shown is different. The plastic and card 
are not stuck together. The plastic front is slid in and 
then clipped in position so can be easily separated. 

If we can check the type of packaging, prefer items 
sold this way and tell our friends, shops will convert 
more and more. Do let me know what you find. 

Richard Balmer

http://www.martineau-gardens.org.uk/


You may have seen a video on the Birmingham 
Dogs Home website/ Facebook page. 

Andy Penhallurick was coaching 2 of the GB 
canoeing squad on the canal at Catherine de 
Barnes when they spotted a dog in the canal. He 
had been there for about 5 hours in freezing 
water and had hypothermia.  The owners had 
been violently broken into in the night and the 
dog had a huge gash in his head having been hit 
with a machete.

The lads got the dog out of the canal into the 
canoe and got him to the side.   Andy carried him 
back to the canoe club, warmed him up in front of 
the heaters and with blankets and towels and 
then  took him to the dogs home.

The owners had been phoning round so Andy met 
up with them on their way back from being 
patched up at hospital.   They were so happy that 
the dog was ok.

This is a note to express my appreciation to all who attended, 
sent items for sale at or helped out at my Fundraising event 
for Beat on Saturday 17th February at Solihull Methodist 
Church.  At times eating disorders can be very isolating 
illnesses as often social gatherings revolve around food and 
therefore people may avoid one in order to avoid the other.  
Events like Saturday are a powerful statement against the 
isolation and stigma sometimes caused by eating disorders.  
It meant a lot to me and my family to see so many familiar 
faces on Saturday.

You may be interested to hear that together on the day we 
raised £854.50 for the charity ‘Beat’ in its work of supporting 
people with eating disorders and their families and raising 
awareness of these conditions and what can be done to treat 
them effectively.  My cousin, Bethan Nowell , has raised £65 
so far for her epic 100 mile + bicycle ride to Solihull and I 
have £ 125 on my Justgiving page 
(www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-atkinson7).  There are 
also some monies promised that will be received in due 
course.  So, overall the total amount raised will be a fabulous 
four figure sum –Wow!  This will go towards funding the Beat 
telephone helpline which is open 49 hours per week and in 
August 2017 took an average of 700+ calls per month. (The 
annual cost of running the helpline is £ ½ million per year).  
Beat seeks to provide accurate information (not myths) to 
people who are concerned that a loved one may have an 
eating disorder.  In addition, the charity aims to hold 
government & healthcare providers to account about money 
that is supposed to be ring-fenced for mental health care and 
on waiting time targets for referral to specialist medical 
support.

A final word to say thank you for your support, care and 
helping me ‘Sock it to Eating Disorders’!

Yours gratefully,                                                  Ruth Atkinson
Daughter of Revd Vicki Atkinson

Dog Rescue

Wednesday 25th April
3:00 pm 

The Ramada Hotel 

Did you know Peggy and would like to 

come to the tea in her memory? 

Contact Sue Balmer for information 

and to book

Church AGM
Sunday 29th April

1:30 pm
This will follow a church family lunch.

It is the meeting when church stewards and church 
council representatives are elected.

March Lunchtime Recital 
This was postponed because of the snow.

The Daffodil Choir conducted by Stephen Perrin will now 
come on 

Thursday 17th May

12

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-atkinson7
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill 
Penny, Lawrie Rumens and  Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for 
May Messenger items is 15th April

Everyday Faith Sharing 
(Authentic Evangelism)

Saturday 12th May 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Acocks Green Methodist Church

This course will help unpack what evangelism really is 
and will help to break down some of the stereotypes 
associated with it. Being able to share our faith is 
something essential to any Christian and this course 
will explore the different ways to do it and how we can 
do it in an authentic way which feels right to us.

To book and more details contact   
Revd Deborah Humphries

Small Group Leader Training
Saturday 16th June 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Maypole Methodist Church

Small Groups, whether a Bible Study Group, Prayer 
Group, Class Meeting, Life Group, Cell Group or other 
group, are one of the best ways to grow and deepen 
faith. They can be places of learning, worship, prayer, 
support, welcome and much more besides.

This course will be split into two halves. The first half, 
with Revd Tony Malcolm and Revd Alison Richards in 
the morning, will look at different ways of running 
small groups and will unpack how to host, coordinate 
or run them. This will include the sharing of a variety 
of tools that might be helpful. The second half of the 
day will be an afternoon looking at creative prayer 
with Revd Karen Webber and Revd Inderjit Bhogal. A 
chance to try out some different kinds of creative 
small group prayer.

Event Organiser / Contact Details   Tom Milton

Young (Junior) Church 
Training Day

Saturday 23rd June  9:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Solihull Methodist Church

This will be a training morning for all the Children’s 
leaders in our circuit, designed to be a friendly informal 
taster session packed with help and advice. It will 
include Messy Church, Makaton (sign language for 
worship), Leading Worship, working with Children and 
Teenagers, working with Families and working with 
Uniformed Groups.

To book and more details contact  -
Tina Brooker

Church Stewards Gathering
Saturday 30th June  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

The Church at Carrs Lane

We hope that as many Church Stewards as possible will 
attend as we meet to worship, pray, and spend time 
together with a view to developing together our 
ministry as Church Stewards.

Event Organiser Tom Milton
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9:15 – 11:15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Is a church without any paper a pipedream?

In this digital age it  would be good if we could cut down on the 
amount of paper that comes out of the church office.   Not only 
would it: 
• Reduce the amount of paper used 
• Reduce the amount of ink used in the printers
• Reduce the time the office staff spend printing and folding 

paper
• Reduce costs

How can this be done?

• A small start would be to make sure that you are signed up to 
receive the Prattle every week.   The Prattle is an electronic 
newsletter and includes all up to date news.   Contact Lawrie 
Rumens for details (lawrie.rumens@btinternet.com)

• If you do not want the Prattle but would be happy to receive 
the weekly news sheet by email you could send your email 
address to the office at notices@solihull-methodist.org.uk.

• If you receive either of these electronic versions you could 
decline taking paper notices from the Welcome stewards on 
the door.

Ultimately we hope that fewer paper copies of the notices will be 
printed.

Keeping it up to date

David Grey is the church’s technical whiz 
who sorts out the church website but he 
needs help in keeping it up to date.

Is there anyone out there who could help by 
supplying him with the information and 
material that should go on to the website –
a website editor.

If you think you might be able to help David 
please talk to him.   An email sent to the 
church office will be forwarded to him.

The church website can be seen at

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Woodlea Wanderers is not a football team 
but the name of a new housegroup which 
has just started.   Its meetings will move 
between 2 houses in Woodlea Drive.   It is 
great to see a new housegroup and they 
welcome new members.   Talk to Liz 
Pickles for details.

http://www.solihull-methodist.org.uk/


April Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1  Easter Day

8.00  Holy 
Communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30   Easter 
Celebration   Revd
Peter Bates

2 3
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

4 5

1.00 Music recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6 7

8

10.30 Morning 
worship   Revd Ken 
Howcroft

9 10

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir

10.30 Men’s    
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

11

10.00  Morning
prayers

1.00  Soupa Talks 
SCAH 

12

8.15  Badminton

13 14

9.00 Saturday Dads

15

10.30 Morning 
worship The 
Greener Church  
Group

16

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

18

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

19

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

20

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

21

22

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Ken 
Howcroft and 
Revd Mark Fisher

6.30   Circuit 
service at Shirley  

23

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

24

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

25

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

3.00  Peggy 
Mullineux
Memorial tea

26

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

27

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

28

3.30 Messy Church 

7.00   Quiz and pie 
supper for the 
church project

29

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Nigel 
Colllinson

12.30 Church 
family lunch

1.30   Church AGM

6.30   Healing and 
Communion Revd
Donald Ker

30

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

15
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www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

The Circuit young people gathered for a wonderful 
event at Cambridge Rd Methodist Church. We asked 
Rev David Butterworth to come and share his stories 
from his time in India.

We started with an Indian meal then on to some fun 
and games. Great worship from the team and then 
listening to David. The theme was social action and how 
we can get more involved in the things we feel 
passionate about. 

Thank you team. It was a privilege 
to be with so many teenagers from 
around our city wanting to make a 
real difference.

Tina Brooker


