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Gareth and Sarah are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their son, Oliver Matthew, 
on the 11th of June. A brother for Imogen 
and grandson for very happy grandparents, 
Cathy and Malcolm. Oliver weighed in at 7lb 
6.5oz.

In June Jean Carter celebrated her 95th birthday with 18 of 
her family.

Chris and Derek Giles met at Hall Green Methodist 
Church and were married there on 22nd July 1967. 
They honeymooned in the Outer Hebrides and 
apparently no one believed they were married!

New baby

Polsons

Ann and Rex Polson celebrated their ruby wedding 
anniversary this summer.    They married on 23rd

July 1977 at St Nicholas Church, Guisborough, North 
Yorkshire



Reading Recovery 
Award

The Reading Recovery Awards organised by the 
International Literacy Centre, celebrate and 
honour practitioners who have made outstanding 
contributions to children’s literacy through 
Reading Recovery. Liz Pickles collected the St 
Bernard’s Catholic Primary School Reading 
Recovery school of the year award 2017.

As many of you are aware I am training to become an 
adult nurse at The University of Nottingham. From 
September I will be progressing into my second year 
where I will undertake an elective placement. 

This placement takes place for 4 weeks during April 
2018, and I have chosen to spend this time in 
Tanzania. I will be spending 3 weeks helping, and 
learning, in a hospital in Arusha and 1 week within a 
village community setting.

I am going with an organisation called Work the World 
who, as well as employing local people and purchasing 
local products and food from the communities in 
which they are based, provide sustainable placements 
that continuously help the communities 
(https://www.worktheworld.co.uk/tanzania-
arusha). To cover some of the costs of the trip I am 
trying to raise £2000. I would be really grateful if you 
are able to support me in achieving this by donating to 
my just-giving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sarahjayne
powell. 

Thank you                                     Sarah- Jayne Powell

Congratulations to Benjamin Brooker for being accepted at the 
academy at Birmingham City Football Club at St Andrews. 
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Jean Stone
Although Jean had been with us at our church for 40 years when 
she died in June at the age of almost 87, many of us did not know 
what a full and varied life she had led. She was born in Highgate in 
August 1930 and lived in Coulsdon for a while.  When she was 5 
she contracted diphtheria and spent 14 weeks in an isolation 
hospital with no visitors allowed. The family moved to Old 
Coulsdon where she attended the village school. When war broke 
out she moved to her uncle's house in Rickmansworth  and went 
to the Convent school nearby before entering Watford Grammar 
School.

In 1948 she left school and began her teacher training at Newland 
Park, cycling the 5 miles journey each day. Her first job was at 
Hampton Secondary Modern School on a salary of £275 per 
annum. She took a term's training in the use of a fully equipped 
gymnasium enabling her later on to teach P.E. as well as her main 
subject, Maths.

Jean's next job was in Nottingham. This was a happy time for her. 
She joined a Scottish Country Dancing group and also the Holiday 
Fellowship Rambling group.  It was there that she first met Alan.  
Romance blossomed and they were married in 1958. Their first 
married home was in furnished rooms.  Jean took a temporary 
post in a local primary school until they were moved to a new 
house in Cwmbran, New Town.

In 1958 Alan was offered a 3 years secondment in New Zealand. 
The timing was difficult as Jean was pregnant, but after Robert 
was born in 1959 they set off with their new baby for New 
Zealand and spent 3 happy years there. During that time Helen 
was born. When they returned home they settled first in Usk
where the family increased with the arrival of Catherine, and then 
they were off to Germany for 2 years.

Another move took them to Berkhamsted and then finally to 
Rollswood Drive, Solihull where they joined Solihull Methodist 
Church in 1977 and soon became involved in our community. Jean 
served as a pastoral visitor and a Brownie Leader. She was an 
active member of Contact, appointed for two terms  as Chairman 
and also as Treasurer.   Alan organised the Church Transport Rota 
for many years.

Jean continued teaching until retirement in 1992, 
but retained her “get-up-and go” personality. She 
became an active member of U3A and took up 
indoor bowling. There were many holidays in the 
USA and Canada, fitting in visits to Helen, Rob 
and Catherine, the grandchildren and one 
greatgrandchild.

Jean's was a life full of challenges and 
opportunities all of which she faced with 
courage, good humour and a ready smile. Her 
last few years were a struggle and we can be 
thankful that she is now at peace. We her church 
family send our love and sympathy to Alan, 
Robert, Helen and Catherine and their families.

Sylvia Bailey

On Sunday 6th August in the morning service we had one of those 
occasional celebrations which are just wonderful.  Roger Green, 
Captain of the 12th Boys’ Brigade Company, joined us to present 
Rhys Edwards and Matthew Garnett with their Queen’s badges.

Roger told us of the four strands needed for the award; voluntary 
service with the BB Company, voluntary service in the community, 
pursuit of a special interest and a physical activity.  Both lads 
spoke briefly about an aspect of the award that they had enjoyed 
before they received their medals and a resounding, well 
deserved, round of applause.  Young folk get such a bad press 
these days so to see two such confident young men fills your heart 
with joy - and didn’t they look smart?  What a credit to their 
Company and the Boys’ Brigade movement. 

Alan Faulkner

Rhys Edwards          Matthew Garnett
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SEEING THINGS DIFFERENTLY!

I am writing this as the flames of heat flare around the 

capsule in which Marion and I have just spent a 

fortnight’s holiday beyond the horizon of Solihull, and 

in which we are now re-entering the atmosphere of 

home and church. If I could, I would paint it. But, 

although I love it, I have never been able to “do art”. I 

can never get my fingers to recreate well enough the 

pictures that I see in my head. 

Holidays are times for taking a break from everyday 

routine and doing different things. In the course of 

that, when you least expect it, you sometimes find 

yourself suddenly thinking differently, feeling 

differently, seeing things from a different perspective. 

For me, it is often reading that triggers the change 

(whatever the height of the brows at which any 

particular book is aimed). At other times, it is music 

that does it. The two have just come together for me 

when I read Rachel Joyce’s new novel “The Music 

Shop”. She writes very simply, but you find yourself 

coming back to think about things in it again and again. 

If you have read it or would like to read it, I would love 

to talk about it with you!

The book is about Frank, who has a knack for knowing 

what pieces of music (pop, rock, jazz, classical or 

whatever) people would find healing if they heard 

them. Frank has learnt from his mother that music is a 

journey that comes out of silence and ends in it. But, 

because of the music, the silence at the end is 

different from that at the beginning; and it is through 

the cracks of silence in the middle of the music (like 

the pause before the last “Hallelujah!” in the 

Hallelujah Chorus) that the whole thing really comes to 

life. 

Looking at art can have the same effect. If you worry 

about what a painting means, and worry even more 

that you will not understand its meaning, the danger is 

that you will not be disappointed. You will end up 

frustrated, and believe that you do not ‘get art’. But 

have you never had the experience of having a picture 

on your wall or a view through your window that you 

have got so used to that you are barely aware of it 

most of the time – until all at once you notice 

something new about it?  Suddenly you see things 

differently; and then, somehow, you find yourself 

seeing other things differently. 

All you have to do is to look, and then keep looking –

and sometimes, just sometimes, things will come alive 

in new ways. It will come out of nowhere, and often 

come in the cracks when you are not thinking about 

what you are looking at. It will take you beyond 

yourself and what you are looking at. 

It may even take you into seeing God in things. In the 

poem that we use as the hymn “Teach me, my God 

and King, in all things thee to see”, George Herbert 

uses the image of a telescope (which in his day was 

called a ‘glass’) to illustrate this. He says that you can 

look at the lens of a telescope and just see it as a piece 

of glass (perhaps catching a glimpse of your own 

reflection in it?). Or you can put it to your eye and see 

the heavens through it.  

Jesus told parables to prompt people into seeing 

things differently. They were stories of ordinary, 

everyday life. He said that, if we like, we can choose to 

look and look at them, or listen and listen to them, but 

see and understand nothing; or we can see the 

extraordinary love and presence of God in and through 

them.

Seeing things differently, thinking differently, feeling 

differently, letting ourselves be surprised by the 

extraordinary through the cracks of our ordinary 

lives… In a sense, that is what praying is all about. But 

you do not have to be pious or able to say particular 

prayers in special ways in order to do it. You can begin 

by coming to the Art Exhibition this month in the 

Church and in Solihull library, and its related Concerts, 

Flower Festival, and other events that you will find 

listed elsewhere in this edition of the Messenger. 

Come, See, and Hear! Bring your friends, people you 

know, and complete strangers.  Come once, and come 

often. 

COME AND SEE! 

Ken



Revd Loraine Mellor and Jill Baker were inducted as President and Vice-President as at the Methodist Conference in 
Birmingham, on Saturday 24 June 2017.

The Revd Loraine Mellor (left) has been a presbyter 
since 1995 and is Chair of the Nottingham and Derby 
District. A member of the Church's Strategy and 
Resources Committee, Loraine is coordinator of the 
Larger than Circuit group which is considering how 
the Church can best reflect the missional needs of 
today's Church.

Jill Baker (right) is a local preacher and tutor in the 
Scotland District, exploring and leading pilgrimages. 
She enjoys writing and, in the past, spent eight years
as a mission partner in the South Caribbean. Jill was 

President of Methodist Women in Britain between 
2011 and 2013.

The Methodist Conference in June received a 
report setting out a 3.5% year on year decline in 
church membership over the past decade, with 
numbers now standing at 188,000.   The triennial 
statistics also revealed that engagement in local 
churches through cafes, clubs, alternative forms of 
church and other bodies reached 500,000 people 
each week.

This year, every Church Council is encouraged to 
address and answer the question ’do you have a 
growth plan or an end of life plan?’, with the 
answer to be presented to the Circuit Meeting in 
order to aide its wider, strategic, oversight of 
mission and ministry.   This Notice of Motion was 
also referred for further consideration to the 
Methodist Council which will report back to the 
2018 Conference.

The conference recognised the challenges and 
changes facing all communities in the UK and the 
urgent call on the Methodist people to share the 
love of God in Jesus Christ in word and action.   
Every local church was asked to launch the new 
Connexional year with a day of prayer and fasting.

Reprinted from The Methodist Church Conference 
Business Digest
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The graph below shows the same trend of declining church 
membership in Solihull in the last 40 years.   In 1975 the 
membership at Solihull was 501 and the national 
membership was over 500,000. 

As the Methodist Conference suggests this is something 
that the Church Council must address.   We hope to make 
progress at the special meeting on Saturday 23rd

September when we consider the proposals from the 
Finding the Way Forward group.
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OUR PLANS FOR THE YEAR
This year after collaboration with the congregation and 
the church council, we have a project team who will be 
rolling out the church project commencing in October. 
The focus of the year is raising money as well as 
awareness for homelessness charities in our area. After 
much deliberation, we have chosen Solihull Churches 
Action on Homelessness(SCAH) and The Choir with No 
Name (Birmingham branch).

SCAH work tirelessly throughout the year to support 
various projects for the homeless in Solihull with their 
various partners in order to make a real difference to 
those unfortunate enough to find themselves without a 
home. For more information about their most recent 
work, check out www.scah.org.uk.

The Choir with No Name in 
Birmingham was launched in 2011 and 
is made up of both homeless and 
previously homeless people. In the 
past year alone, over 185 vulnerable 

adults benefited from the CWNN, and they have 
performed to a cumulative audience of nearly 4,000 
people in Birmingham and the West Midlands. It 
improves self confidence and skills as well as reducing 
stigma. There has been overwhelming positive feedback 
from the members who have experienced a true sense 

of worth from singing together. Check out their website 
www.choirwithnoname.org

We are fortunate enough to have this choir singing for us 
at our launching event on Saturday 14th October 2017. 
It will be an evening of great tunes and singing from the 
heart, so don't miss it!

We are rolling out 3 further concerts during the coming 
year, all expected to showcase the talents of both of our 
own congregation and visiting performers who will 
undoubtedly raise our spirits and thoroughly entertain 
us. The dates are 

• 20th January 2018
• 3rd March 2018 
• 30th June 2018

We are planning speakers from homelessness charities 
to come to visit us throughout the year to inform us 
about what is going on in our area for the homeless and 
how we can best help. We are also planning 1 or 2 
Sunday services that will have homelessness as their 
central theme.

We hope you will all engage with us and our future 
exciting ideas for this year long project. We know you 
will relish the delights of the evenings we are planning. 
We just need you to come and enjoy what we have 
prepared for you! We are very enthusiastic and 
motivated to make this project a huge success and we 
depend on your wonderful generosity in being able to 
achieve this.

Laura Yarham

Help the Homeless –
simply by shopping online!
Solihull Churches Action on Homelessness (SCAH) has 
two St. Augustine’s parishioners on its executive 
committee and it works with and through S.M.B.C. 
(social services and several housing associations), 
refuges and young persons’ charities in the local area to 
relieve and prevent homelessness.   A lot of SCAH’s work 
centres on the provision of ‘starter packs’ for people 
moving from a state of homelessness into 
accommodation. 

Recently homeless people often have few or no 
resources, so a ‘starter pack’ of bedding, towels, kitchen 
utensils, china and cutlery etc. helps them settle in to 
their new abode.  SCAH is a small, nimble charity which 
tries to be Christian and non-judgemental in its response 
to frequently desperate cases…and now you too can 
help…simply by shopping online!   SCAH has registered 

with www.giveasyoulive.com, a price comparison 
website ‘with a heart’. Over 4,000 retailers support the 
website including Tesco, Asda, Waitrose, John 
Lewis…and many, many more. If you register with the 
website, nominating Solihull Churches Action on 
Homelessness as your charity, every time you shop 
online a small donation is made by the retailer to the 
charity. So go to www.giveasyoulive.com/join/scah to 
join. I was staggered at the number of big name retailers, 
sports clubs, airlines etc. that support this scheme.

Please sign up and tell your families and friends about 
www.giveasyoulive.com/join/scah!

P.S. If you’re feeling rich/generous please donate to 
SCAH at mydonate.bt.com/charities/ Solihull Churches 
Action on Homelessness.

Rob Verrion, Honorary Treasurer, Solihull Churches 
Action on Homelessness (www.scah.org.uk) 
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7th Sept  Harp Recital  by Freya Brylka-Mee
14th Sept Reynalds Cross School Choir
21st Sept Organ Recital by Barry Davis
28th Sept Contact Choir

Tea and coffee from 12.30 pm
Recital 1.00 pm

Courtyard Gallery, Solihull 
Library

9 am – 5 pm

Solihull Methodist Church
11 am – 5 pm

Guided Tour 
by 

Rev Graham Kent 
one of the trustees of the art collection

Friday 15th September
This will start at the church at 10 am 

The Cross over the city 
by Michael Edmonds
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By the end of September, you are likely to have seen the 
pictures of the Methodist Modern Art Collection in our 
church and in the library.  

On Saturday 30th September, the Solihull Methodist 
Community Choir of over 40 voices is presenting choral 
music to complement the pictures, but perhaps inviting 
you to see the pictures from a different perspective.  

As the pictures have eclectic styles, the choral pieces 
(for soloists, small groups and the full choir) will include 
many different styles and periods of music.  We will be 
singing to tell the story of the pictures from the 
Magnificat through to Pentecost, via the feeding of the 
5,000, the raising of Lazarus, the Crucifixion and the 
Resurrection.  

The choral music includes modern songs such as “You 
raise me up”, folk songs, African-American spirituals, a 
song from the Sankey and Moody hymn book, well-loved 
hymn words to new tunes, “Benedictus” by Karl Jenkins 
and “God so loved the world” from Stainer’s Crucifixion.  
There should be something to please everyone.  

A group of 15 instrumentalists will provide the 
accompaniment.  

Please “come, see and hear” our musical thoughts about 
the pictures.  The choir received excellent reviews after 
our performances of “All is well” last Advent, and “Anno 
Domini” in June for the Church anniversary celebrations.  
We look forward to singing for you again. 

Peter Farndon

There will be a series of 3 Art Reflections during 
September exploring how different paintings in the 
Methodist Modern Art Collection might encourage 
and inspire our Christian Journey.

Each Reflection will focus on a single painting and 
invite reflection and discussion on the theme.
Each session will be on a different painting and 
theme.

Come and join us for discussion and reflection at 
10.30 am on:

Monday 11th September - Room 4
Monday 18th and 25th September - MW Room

Please contact Diane Webb for more details. 
All Welcome

Come, See and Hear

Nativity 
Polyptych
by Francis 
Hoyland

Storm on the 
lake by 

Eularia Clarke
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It was clear something rather special was afoot when the 
car park was full 20 minutes before Dan’s concert in July 
and the first people were seated waiting some 50 minutes 
before the kick off. They weren’t wrong. Remember the 
names that our Dan Jarvis brought for his programme of 
Songs from the West End. Jessie Hart, Aaron Gibson, Alec 
White, Emma Wylde and Amy Gardyne were all so 
outstanding you can comfortably predict they will become 
household names as the country wakes up to their talent. 
These stars (for that’s what they are) did not just sing,

they got into the stories of the shows and acted the 
parts as though there was full cast and scenery 
around them. 

The show was staged in the semi round with 
overflow seating in the chancel showing off how 
versatile is our refurbished church. We are so lucky 
to have such gorgeous premises. As we sat there, 
the evening sun shone through the window with the 
cross lighting up such a clear message of hope and 
faith. 

Lawrie Rumens

A different chair layout for the concert

SMASH - our church's musical 
theatre group - is presenting 

Jesus Christ Superstar on

March 21-24th 2018.

As usual, a large cast is needed and new members are 
always welcomed warmly.    Come to our workshop on 

Sunday 10th September
to find out more about the musical, before the

auditions on 
Wednesdays 20th and 27th September.

For further information about the workshop and 
auditions, please email smash@solihull-

methodist.org.uk.

SMASH's workshops and auditions are always fun and 
designed to find out what people can do, not what they 

can't! Please pass on our details to anyone you think 
might be interested in joining us for this production.

mailto:smash@solihull-methodist.org.uk


It was a shame that so few from Solihull went to Shirley 
on a  Sunday afternoon in July for the celebration to 
mark the culmination of the two year Holy Habits 
programme.   And celebration it was. Folk from around 
the Circuit gathered to share in workshops, food from 
around the world, and all this engendered a great sense 
of fellowship – friends old and new sharing together 
within a hubbub of chatter and eating and laughter. 

And then this culminated in an act of worship which had 
echoes of the Holy Habits launch at the ICC in May 
2015, together with worship songs, exciting singing 
from the Zimbabwean Fellowship from Selly Oak, and a 
sermon from Donald Ker.   Donald recalled how he and 
Sandra had been present at the launch quite by chance, 
as it was during a brief window of opportunity when 
some of their belongings could be brought over from 
Ireland ready for their move a couple of months later. 

He reflected on that launch, and moved us on to think 
about the reason and regularity of Holy Habits. His basis 
was Richard of Chichester’s prayer – ‘Thanks be to thee, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou hast given 
me, for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I 
know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, and 
follow thee more nearly, day by day.’ 

Donald reminded us that Day By Day was the theme this 
year of the President and Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference, and that the continued 
regularity of the Holy Habits can only be effectively 
carried out Day by Day.  But he reminded us that it is 
not just about our regularity. The reason for this is in 
the first part of Richard of Chichester’s prayer, which 
details all that Christ has done for us. So the challenge 
to us was that we  continue to embed the Holy Habits in 
our day to day lives, as a grateful response to what 

we have received through Christ. The Holy Communion 
liturgy used was from the Breaking Bread Holy Habit, 
and after Communion a rousing rendition of And Can It 
Be was then followed by We Will Walk On With God as 
we left the church. 

A great afternoon, and thanks were expressed to all 
those who had enabled it to happen. All I can hope is 
that when such an occasion happens again, Solihull 
Methodist Church might feel able to support it in a 
better way than was evident. Questions about the 
Circuit are often raised – events like this one at Shirley 
provides at least some of the answers! 

Peter Bates

West Midlands Methodist 

History Society -
Autumn Lecture

Saturday 23rd September 
2.30pm in MW Room.

Speaker: Rev Kenneth G. Howcroft

'Can Methodists be Primitive Christians?'
Wesley and the Early Methodists often referred back to 
'primitive Christianity' when they looked for guidance as 
to what the Church should be in their day. Later 
'Primitive Methodists' did the same. Many others have 
tried to discern patterns, for their church in the New 
Testament. 
But did they only see what they wanted to see?
All Welcome
Please speak to Diane Webb for more information

Drop-in to share with friends and make new 
friends, join in various activities, games, quizzes, 
jigsaws or just sit and have chit-chat.    Enjoy fun and 
friendship as we gather and share tea/coffee and 
cakes together.

We meet  at 2.00 pm on the first and third Thursday 
each month.

During the Art Exhibition we shall meet on 
Thursday September 7th MW Room
Thursday September 21st Community Centre

From October onwards will resume meeting in the 
Worship Area.

Contact Diane Webb for more Information.
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff 
Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill 

Penny, Lawrie Rumens and 
Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication 
to

messenger@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles 
if necessary.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files.

NB. Last date for October 
Messenger items is 12th September
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The annual House Groups’ BBQ is such a 
happy affair. It creates the opportunity 
for house group members to meet 
people from other house groups socially 
with time to get to know each other 
more and catch up with each other’s 
activities – and catch up on the gossip of 
course 

Another fine and warm evening as they 
all met Chez Innes marvelling as usual at 
his luxurious vegetable beds. The 4 grills 
were alight early with very good 
sausages and Thai marinated chicken 
skewers cooking as a wide variety of 
salads arrived with enough for seconds.  

Then the moment they had been waiting 
for. The UnFitter group can’t have a 
meeting without their puddings and here 
was a variety and selection to delight 
even the Queen.  Even a huge pavlova 
for Peter Bates!

Enough not just for seconds but for those 
with the capacity to really indulge.  This 
was a lovely evening. Old faces meeting 
again and welcoming new faces as well 
with a spirit of real happiness and fun. 

Plaudits to so many but of course to 
Linda and John who so bravely let them 
all loose in their garden again.

Lawrie Rumens

The chefs

Peter Bates 
being 

presented 
with a 

mammoth 
size 

pavlova



The Soupa Talks outing to John’s Garden and his 
adjacent Ashwood nursery started with 
significant rain and this time the forecast 
suggested it would get worse. We British are not 
set back by the weather however. So a full coach 
set off from the church car park in good spirits. 
Yet by the time we were there the rain had 
stopped and it stayed dry until we were back 
home. Amazing. 

As we came away such was the impact that more 
than one person declared that when they needed 
plants they would come over for those at the 
nursery. The garden is spectacular leading down 
to the banks of the canal. It is the private garden 
of the nursery owner and rarely open other than 
by arrangement. It is kept and developed 
meticulously. 

. 

This nursery has won a number of gold medals at 
RHS shows and you can see why. The nursery 
itself is set like a garden. Not a dud plant to be 
seen anywhere and such helpful growing notes 
by each plant. This itself was worth the visit (as 
was the super lunch – you should see the range 
of cakes!) but the spectacular best was to come 
with a guided tour of John’s Garden in the 
afternoon. The guide was so open and helpful, 
and every plant and flower was properly labelled. 
This was a private visit and so our party were the 
only ones in the 4 acre garden and wild flower 
meadow.   It is so beautiful

This completed the Soupa Talks outings this year. 
Every one a winner and every one well 
supported. A success indeed. Well done Bryan in 
particular. 

Lawrie Rumens 
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Stella Staight
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

GREEN TIP -
Stand alone induction hobs

One of the best ways to help slow
global warming down is by 

reducing the electricity we use for
heating: for hot water, warming 

the home, and cooking. 

7 years ago a Green Tip recommended the use of induction 
cookers then just coming on the market. These are now 
common and small, one or two hob, ‘stand alone’ versions 
are now available. 

Instead of heating a hob with rings which then conduct 
heat to the saucepan, induction hobs work by ‘inducing’ a 
magnetic current through the saucepan. The energy 
needed to do this ends up as the heat which does the 
cooking. Induction gives 3 big advantages. The hob itself 
does not become hot –only the cooking area.  There is no 
waste: only 2/3rds of the electricity is needed. There is 
better control: the hob reacts immediately to changes of 
temperature. The only downside is that saucepans need to 
be magnetic. So, if you choose to cook with electricity 
rather than gas and have a conventional cooker, do 
consider changing to one with induction hobs next time 
and/or buying a stand alone hob in the meantime.

Richard Balmer

Locally we have two particular needs to continue our 
co-ordinated work for Christian Aid:

❖ A co-ordinator for the Coffee Morning/Sale held 
at the beginning of Christian Aid Week in the 
Methodist Church Hall. We thank Derek Giles who 
has done this for the past 5 years. He will pass on 
his knowledge to anyone who will volunteer.

❖ A Finance Co-Ordinator to  maintain the accounts, 
but with no responsibility for bank accounts.  The 
proceeds from the coffee-morning stalls are 
sorted and banked, while the paying-in of door-to-
door proceeds is largely done directly by collectors 
with the paper-work being done by the Co-
ordinator. Reports are made to the borough-wide 
Christian Aid Treasurers group (which meets twice 
per year) and to the regional office. We are 
grateful to Emma Wheatley who has filled this role 
for a few years.

If you feel able to respond to either of these needs, 
please contact Mark Fisher

Central Solihull 
Churches Christian Aid 

Committee



September Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1 2

3

9.00  Holy   
Communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft 

10.30  Morning 
worship  Revd Ken 
Howcroft

8.00  Prayer space 

4

10.15    Pushchair 
Club

1.15    Pushchair 
Club

7.30      Scouts

5
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

7

1.00   Recital Harp 
by  Freya Brylka
Mee

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

8

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

9

9.00 Saturday Dads 
Visit to Soutfields
Farm

7.00   Nigel Ogden 
– the organist 
entertains

10  

10.30   Morning 
Service  and Holy 
communion   Rev 
Trey Hall and Rev 
Ken Howcroft

12.30    Working 
church lunch with 
Rev Trey Hall

11

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

10.30     Art 
Reflections –
Diane Webb

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

12

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

13

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

14

1.00   Recital  by 
Reynalds Cross 
School choir

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15

10.00   Guided tour, 
Art Exhibition by 
Rev Graham Kent

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

16

3.30 Messy Art

17
10.30   Morning 
Service Rev Peter 
Bates

18

10.15    Pushchair 
club

10.30     Art 
Reflections –
Diane Webb

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

19
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

20

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

21

9.30   Ramble

1.00   Recital  by 
Barry Davis

2.00 Thursday cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

22

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

23

9.00    Special 
Church Council

2.30   Methodist 
History society

24

10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Donald 
Ker 

6.30  Healing and 
Holy Communion  
Revd Ken Howcroft

25

10.15Pushchair 
Club

10.30     Art 
Reflections –
Diane Webb

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

26

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

27
10.00  Morning

prayers

1.00   Soupa Talks   
Peter Forsaith 
History of the  
Methodist Modern 
Art collection 

28

1.00   Recital   
contact Choir

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

29

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

30

7.00 Come, See and 
Hear

15 Printed by Additional Curates Society

Flower  Festival in the church and the 

Art Exhibition in the church and Solihull Library



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

A huge thank you to our JMA sponsored 

walkers: Ruby and David, Rachel and Daniel, 

Elizabeth and, of course, George who brought 

Joyce and Bryan along with him. Between 

them they walked around 50 miles and 

through lots of weather! We would also like to 

say a huge thank you to everyone who 

sponsored the walkers – a total of £230.00 has 

been raised for the work of Junior Mission for 

All. Thank you!

Helen Banks and Jane Weatherup

There was a lot going on at 
Pushchair Club before they 
finished in July for the holidays.  

• There was a visit from the Fat 
Fluffs.  Fluffy white rabbits for 
everyone to have a stroke.

• A teddy bears picnic on a lovely 
sunny day outside on the grass 
in the church grounds

• Goodbye and a huge thank you 
to Joyce Fitter who has worked 
tirelessly with Pushchair Club 
for the last 11 years

Thank you to Joyce
Teddy bears picnic

Stroking a Fat Fluff


