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New baby

A NEW GREAT GRANDSON FOR SYLVIA

Finn, son of Marcos and Jo and grandson of Rachel, 
was born on 15th August and weighed in at 8lbs 
15ozs Mother and baby are both well

Eric 
Smethurst

On Thursday 14th

September we gathered to 
give thanks for the life of
Eric Smethurst, the father 
of Yanny Macaulay. 

Eric had been living in 
Solihull for the last 6 years 
of his life, moving here when he was 90 to be nearer 
to Yanny and family.  For many years, Eric had 
worked for Goodyear in Wolverhampton, being 
Sales Director for 17 of the nearly 40 years he 
worked for them.  

He served as President of the Tyre Manufacturers 
Conference, negotiating with government in that 
capacity, and enjoyed every minute of his time with 
Goodyear.  

Eric loved his family. Married to Mavis for 54 years 
until her death in 1997, Eric loved being with his 
family - his granddaughter Liz, his great-
grandchildren, Peter, Harvey, Millie and Ben. He will 
be missed by them, and by all those who were 
fortunate to know him. 

Thursday 19th October
7.30 – 9.00 pm

Pop in anytime for a hot meal, 
nail bar, craft or hand massage.

Free event in the church

Death

Congratulations to Andrew and Cath Hawker, who were 
married 40 years ago at St Martins in the Bull Ring.



In the World of Work
• Helen Cameron appointed to the Chair of the 

Northampton District following her time as Assistant 
Secretary of the Methodist Conference

• Alison Thethy returned to Kenya to open a new school 
Tradewinds as Principal on the Kenya coast near 
Mombasa  

Gaining degrees
• Zoe Polson has completed her 2 year training to be a 

Hospital Play Specialist and has started her new job at 
Leicester Royal Infirmary.

• Amy Roper has completed her degree in Psychology 
and starts a job in a mental health rehabilitation unit 
in Moseley in September with a view to specialising in 
Clinical Psychology

• Nathan Willett was awarded his degree in Geology 
from University of British Columbia. He married 
Monika in Vancouver last May and they have been 
leading a Christian Youth camp in the wilds of British 
Columbia since then. They stay there Nathan working 
in a forestry camp and Monika to undertake tutoring 

• Monika Willett was also awarded her degree from 
University of British Columbia in Geography 

• Jane Weatherup gained her MA in Translation 
(German to English) which will help her seek freelance 
translation jobs 

Going on from 6th Form 
• Hannah Brooker is taking a gap year to further pursue 

her career in social work. 
• Morven Cameron is off to Nottingham University to 

read chemical engineering  
• Georgia Dakin (Aldridge granddaughter) passed her 3 

A levels and will read Business Management at 
Liverpool University.

• Joseph Gilyead goes to York University to study 
Politics and International Relations 

• Angie Lam is off to Surrey University to read Business 
Management 

• Eva Penhallurick (Sinclair granddaughter) achieved 
great results in Biology, French and Psychology and 
goes to Exeter University to read International 
Relations with French 

• Matthew Garnett continues his studies in 
accountancy.

Lawrie Rumens
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TELL ME THE OLD, OLD STORY!

On 1st October my father would have been 100. He died 
in 1979, having had cancer and then an inoperable brain 
tumour which a new drug managed to contain, giving him 
5 prayed for but hardly expected extra years. My mother 
has now been widowed for 38 years, having been 
married for 30. 

I have found myself thinking of him more than usual 
recently. Just before he died, I was able to tell him that I 
was thinking of leaving teaching (he was a Senior 
Lecturer in a Further Education College) and offering as a 
candidate for the Methodist ministry. He was not able to 
respond, but I think that he would have approved, on the 
assumption that I had thought things through as he had 
always encouraged me to do. He did not live to see his 
grandchildren: our son was born several months later (on 
the day of one of my trial services as a candidate for the 
ministry!).

A few weeks ago, his great grand-daughter turned three. 
She came home from her Nursery around that time and 
declared that she had eaten “maps and salad” for lunch. 
Our son apparently said to her “Are you sure?”. A work 
colleague of his who read about this on Facebook has 
commented that he could hear our son saying it, because 
it was the way he would talk to people he was managing 
at work in the theatre (coincidentally, one of my father’s 
hobbies was producing amateur plays!). But when I heard 
of it, I immediately heard my father speaking to me. He 
rarely told me that I was wrong in something that I said, 
or told me the ‘right answer’. I remember having long 
discussions with him as a teenager in which he 
sometimes played devil’s advocate, prompting me to 
think things through and see them from different 
perspectives, and then, if necessary, revise for myself 
what I was saying. [In case you are wondering, our son 
and daughter-in-law eventually discovered that what 
Hannah had had for lunch was ‘wraps and salad’!].

Mind you, my father could also have decided views. As a 
Senior Steward, he invented a cartoon character called 
“Deficit” (he could draw, whereas, as I said last month, I 
cannot) in order to help the church think through its 
financial problems and possible solutions. Then, when 
the town centre was being developed, he realised that 
the church’s site would be valuable and discovered that 
the developers would buy it, and in return give the 
church a new building in the middle of the development 
plus access to car parking. But people did not catch the 
vision and seize the moment. There is now no Methodist 

presence in the centre of the town.
I can only imagine 

what he would say.

As I have pondered these things, I have come to realise 
how much they have conditioned the way in which I 
relate to God. Jesus could also have decided views. But 
often he said things that prompted people then (and us 
now!) to think things out for themselves, revising their 
previous views where appropriate, catching a vision for 
themselves and others, and finding the courage to take 
action. He said very little directly about who and what he 
was, talking more about God, and what life and the world 
is like when it is lived in harmony with God (‘the Kingdom 
of Heaven’). Instead, he said (and says to us) “What are 
others saying about me? What are they making of me?”, 
and then “So who do you say that I am?” It is as if our 
answer, fashioned however clumsily out of our own 
experience and said directly to him, is more important to 
him than any theoretical ‘right answer’. 

A major way in which Jesus prompts us to open ourselves 
up to new experience and to see ourselves and the world 
in relation to God in new ways is through enigmatic 
sayings and the telling of parables. You sometimes think 
you know where you are with everything, and then what 
he has said explodes somewhere at the back of your 
mind and you have to look at it all from a different 
perspective. How can stories about a dishonest manager 
or workers, who are all paid the same no matter how 
hard or long they have worked, tell you something about 
what God is like for us?

As I said last month, the parables were stories of 
ordinary, everyday life that Jesus told to prompt people 
into seeing God and their lives differently. It has been 
said that the greatest parable of all is Jesus himself. He is 
the story of what God is like and of God’s love embodied 
in our human flesh and blood. As we pay attention to 
him, God’s story starts to become part of our story, and 
we start to enter God’s story. We find God’s story 
expressed through the stories in the Bible (which 
sometimes, therefore, we call God’s Word). We bring our 
story to the table as we open ourselves up, as I have tried 
to do at the start of this article. As we gather round the 
scriptures and let God’s story start to interact with ours, 
that is when we start to experience God’s love, and God 
speaking to us in new ways through it all.  

Ken Howcroft



Sunday 3rd September the Circuit gathered at The Church 
At Carrs Lane to welcome Alison Richards (the new Co-
Superintendent minister of the Birmingham Circuit, 
working alongside Neil Johnson and Tony Malcolm, with 
pastoral responsibility at Lozells and Villa Road) and Julia 
Sheard (Family Worker based at Selly Oak and also 
working in Woodgate valley).

Neil and Tony led the service that had hymns sung with 
gusto, readings from Isaiah 42, Philippians 2 and Luke 4. 
Ian Howarth, Chair of District reminded both those being 
welcomed and the welcomers the importance of 
leadership that is exercised through the model of the 
servant-leadership over and against the model of 
leadership through imposition. That was the way of Jesus; 
and we are to have the mind of Christ as spoken about by 
Paul to the Philippians, and about which Jesus spoke when 
giving what has been known as his manifesto to the 
people of Nazareth. The challenge in this troubled world is 
how we exercise that ministry today, and it is a task for 
those who are called to leadership roles in the church, and 
a task for all of us who claim the Lordship of Christ.

Alison and Julia were then presented to the Congregation, 
and promises made by them and by the congregation to 
work together in the service of God in this Circuit. Julia 
spoke to us of her anticipation at taking on the role of 
Family Worker, a role she will be involved in whilst her 
husband, Matt, is at Queens training for ministry as a 
presbyter.  Alison expressed her delight in being back in 
Birmingham, she trained at Queens, and did an extended 
placement in the old Moseley Road and Sparkhill Circuit 
just prior to moving Malvern, where she has been in 
ministry for the last seven years. We welcome Alison and 
Dave, Julia and Matt, and their families, and look forward 
to all that they will offer the Circuit in the name of Christ.

A splendid occasion, complete with a splendid array of 
cakes with which to enjoy the fellowship after the service.

Peter Bates

Circuit Welcome Service 
Rev Alison Richards 

and Julia Sheard

Sunday 15th October
10.30 am

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

SCATTERING AND GATHERING, 
THANKING AND SHARING

This year the Harvest Celebration will be a 

Parade Service 
and a

celebration of volunteering. 

Tinned goods can be brought and will be sent to 
the Fireside Project.

Afterwards there will be a 

bring and share lunch
in the church.     

Please bring food that is easy to share.

12.30 pm  Church Meeting

Come, people!
Come, thankful!

Come on and celebrate!

The choir with 
no name 

Saturday 14th October 
7.00pm in the  Church 

Tickets:  adult £8 children £4 
from Derek Giles, Laura Yarham, Ann Walker 

and Morag Smith 

The Mayor of Solihull, Stuart Davies and Julian 
Knight MP will be present
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A letter from Margaret Ernest.   Margaret is studying Peace studies, a 4 year 

course at Laikipia University, Kenya.   She  is supported by Educaid.

Greetings from my family and I.   I am fine and also doing 
well.   I am glad that I am through  my second year of 
study and I thank you for the support you have given me 
for my studies.   I thank God for the good health He has 
given to me and in September this year I will be joining 
my third year of study.  

It has been quite a busy year with a lot of research work.   
I researched on the topic ‘The Role of Women in Conflict 
Transformation’    This dealt with how women took part 
in conflicts and how they can be used to de-escalate the 
conflicts.    I wrote a research proposal on the same topic 
and also learnt a lot about women and conflicts in the 
country.

My favourite units were language, media and Peace, 
Comparative education, Politics, Human Rights and Social 
Justice and Post modern colonialism.   All these units 
were interesting and the contents of the units comprised 
of issues to do with everyday life.    I had a total of eleven 
units for the second year of study.   I really enjoyed 
learning these units to the end of the semester and sat 
the exams.

At school I spend my leisure time reading novels, 
magazines and newspapers.   The most interesting novel 
that I read was ‘the River and the Source’ written by 
Margaret Ogola.   I also spend my leisure time playing 

netball and volleyball and we were among the five best 
teams in the country.   I also like athletics though I do not 
participate in any.   I enjoy cheering my favourite athletes 
during the competitions.

We also had a class trip to Masai Mara Game Reserve 
where we saw wildlife such as lions, elephants, zebras, 
warthogs and giraffes.   We really enjoyed ourselves 
during this trip and I learned a lot about wildlife.   

At school I am a member of the Human Rights Club, The 
Presidential Awards Club and the Peace Club.   These 
clubs also teach us about daily life activities and they also 
organise seminars and conferences that I took part in 
some of them.

I really appreciate your support towards my education 
and it is my prayer that God will bless you.   My family 
also thank you for the great support and they are glad of 
your help and they also pray that God will bless you.

May the Almighty God shower you with blessings and I 
promise to continue working hard to complete my studies 
and pursue my career.   God bless you for the great 
support towards my education.

Yours sincerely 

Margaret Mwaka Ernest

Saturday 9th September our church played host to the 
District Synod. This is a decision making group to manage 
a huge region which stretches from Hereford to Lichfield 
and out to Rugby and it is made up from clergy, officers, 
and elected members. Jean Hamilton from Shirley is the 
new synod secretary. 

Synod shared the venue with an exhibition of paintings 
from the Methodist Modern Art Collection.  This enabled 
members to be inspired by the paintings as well as by 
our guest, Rev. David Perry, superintendent of the Hull 
Circuit.  David was the preacher during our worship at 
the opening of synod, then most of the remainder of the 

morning was taken up with his presentation – Renewed, 
Revitalised and Ready: Restructuring a Circuit for 
Mission.  This echoed with much of what was said at 
conference and has left us with much to think about. 

In the afternoon, various aspects of the conference 
agenda were highlighted, and we also watched a video 
about Methodist Schools, pertinent as we have two in 
our district. The necessary business of the day was not 
neglected and in among the welcomes and approvals of 
people in their various new roles came the welcome of 
the new synod secretary! 

Jean Hamilton
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The paintings arrived on Tuesday 5th September. What a 
squad turned up to do the donkey work.

Getting them out of their robust travelling cases was a task 
but that seemed small compared with measuring up and 
screwing them to the stands. Over and over you heard “is 
that in the centre now?  “Does my end need to go up 
more?” “The floor is not level” “I think its upside down” etc. 

It was great to see the speed and accuracy of the work and 
then the professional way the labelling  and finishing was 
done. This was remarkable work carried out by our team in 
such an efficient way .

Wednesday was Training for Art Collection Stewards. It 
rather brought home just now many people we need to 
stage such an exhibition and how many of us had 
volunteered. This was so professional. Reflecting society it 
possibly contained more on risks and safety than on just 
how to turn on the music. However no one could say at the 
end they were not properly advised. 

More evidence here of the colossal amount of work done 
by the committee and especially by Sue Balmer and Karen 
Handford.   

It is all in the eye of the beholder of course and if 
you declined to buy a catalogue (at just £1) you 
might have wondered what some of them meant.    
Would you have them on your wall? Well that’s 
not the point. Read the catalogue stand back and 
take plenty of time to look deeply at what these 
major artists have done and included. It is so 
thought provoking. 

Training session at 
Solihull Library

Harp recital amongst 
the paintings by 
Freya Brylka Mee

It is straight?
Many hands needed for fixing
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I had not realised that Nigel Ogden was a Methodist. Have any of 
you visited his church at  The Drive Methodist Church in St Anne’s 
on Sea. He told how large it was (seats 700!) and that it has a 
showcase organ. None-the-less he told a packed church what a 
terrific instrument we have. Don’t be misled by its small size.  The 
range of sounds and contrasts he produced confirmed what a fine 
old instrument we are fortunate to own. 

After his show (for surely rather than “The Organist Entertains” he 
should be dubbed ”The Entertainer plays the Organ”) the church 
was a real buzz of excitement. He brought humour and modesty to 
a masterful presentation of the best of light music. Much of it 
flowed from his own arrangement. You could believe his 
throwaway line that sometimes in his medleys even he was not 
sure what might come next.

There is not space here for all his programme as we went through 
classic marches, a merging of work by the two Strauss members, 
even some terrific Fats Waller.

After our ice creams he was back with Sousa and superb variations 
on Graingers Country Gardens played as you have never heard 
before. So we went on to finish with a selection that you might hear 
on the mighty Wurlitzer in Blackpool (which Nigel has played 
countless times). Indeed you could hear strains of the Wurltzer in 
many of his selections The evening flew by and so great was our 
response that he had to do an encore. How good that he did his 
version of Teddy Bear’s Picnic was for me the highlight among so 
many highlights. It typified a great evening with musicality mixed 
with surprise and humour. All round,  brilliant evening – and he did 
say he would be happy to come again! 

Lawrie Rumens

Tuesday 12th September saw the launch of the exhibition and flower 
festival in the library by Ken Howcroft.  On Thursday 14th September we 
had another launch in the church when Julian Knight MP headed up the 
proceedings.

Launch by Ken Howcroft in the library

Julian Knight addressing the launch in the church
Margaret Rumens explaining the flower arrangements to Julian Knight

Nigel Ogden at 
the church organ
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Wasn’t the Flower Festival simply fabulous and 
thought provoking? Margaret Rumens, who 
masterminded it, has received so many messages 
this week. You all seem to appreciate the wealth of 
talent she brought together for us. 

Dear Margaret.  Ann and I managed to get to 
church yesterday to see the pictures and flowers. 
The flower displays were stunning, and the 
explanations of the floral artists really added to our 
enjoyment and understanding of the pictures. 
What an absolute delight it was. Thank you - Ann & 
Michael

So much work went on – here are some of the 
behind the scenes you might have missed.

• The flowers had to be watered and refreshed 
every day. A sizeable task.    Every flower in the 
design with the canes had to be removed from 
its tube, the tube filled and then the flower 
replaced.

• The two large designs by the rail were the same 
and each tube had to have its holding cap 
removed and replaced and each flowers  
repositioned .

• The design with the straw spiral reaching 
upwards was a huge task. The designer made 
the spiral at home from straw woven into 
chicken wire. With that done she worked on the 
design for over 7 hours in our church 

• Each designer had a picture of their painting with a 
description to study to really get into its message.  In the 
washing of the feet painting the roses in the “bowl” at 
the foot of the design were specially chosen. Their name 
– Cool Water 

• The design opposite the organ with the picture of the 
crucifixion contained some specially chosen hosta leaves. 
Their name “Praying Hands” 

Lawrie Rumens
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A discussion about the meaning of The elements of the 
Holy Communion by Jaques Iselin.

One of the children who attended the Open the Book 
session at the library commented that the Storm over 

the Lake by Eularia Clarke made him think of the 
Syrian refugees in the Mediterranean Sea

The Mocking of Christ by Peter Rogers gave one visitor 
the shivers.  Someone else remarked how it reminded 

them of bullying at school

Lovely quiz for the children,   
Amazing artworks and creations

Very interesting and thought provoking.  My 
favourites are the Dalit Madonna and 
Maggi Hambling’s, Walking on Water

Excellent presentation, made understandable 
by the explanation in the booklet

A truly original exhibition, with the opportunity to 
reflect upon each painting, its execution and subject 

matter.  The floral arrangements add to the beauty and 
peace.  Faith, Art and Flowers, some of my favourite 
things, all fused together.  Thank you for staging this 

and I hope it will encourage many people
to reflect upon the deeper issues of life.
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Impressive exhibition!   Much enjoyed –
both the talent of the painters and the 

flower arrangers



The art exhibition in September gave the 
children the opportunity to have a Messy 
Art session.   They walked along a 
Welcome sign with paint on their feet –
lots of washing needed afterwards!   Paint 
was thrown on to paper outside and 
everyone had the chance to use a 
paintbrush.    

A huge jigsaw was made as well as 
innovative creations out of cardboard 
boxes.

Some of the parents took older children 
into the church to see the art exhibition 
and complete the Discovery Trail.

Even the helpers were 
covered in paint

I did enjoy 
myself!!

What fun

Box creativity

Mess in the sandpit
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Painting 
with feet!!

Washing feet afterwards
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A different chair layout for the concert

The Wesley Guild enjoyed 2 special occasion during the 
Summer. The first was to Lichfield where Bishop Michael 
and his wife Julia had invited us all to tea at the Bishop’s 
House after a guided tour of the Cathedral. Michael joined 
us for part of the tour and then said “Follow me to the 
Bishop’s House”. As we crossed the road we were 
serenaded by the peregrine falcons which nest on one of 
the Cathedral towers. The tea was delicious, served by our 
relaxed and welcoming host and hostess. We were invited 
to explore the garden and meet the recently acquired hens 
which now lay a regular supply of eggs for family and 
friends. It was a very enjoyable afternoon

On a warm day in August our annual Guild Coffee 
Evening was held at the Hortons’ home where a 
record number of Guild members and friends were
able to sit outside to enjoy the fellowship and the 

excellent and generous supply of food and drinks. 
There were so many of us that we began to run out
of chairs and perched where we could. A very 

happy and sociable occasion

The new session of the Guild begins on 6th October
when our speaker Rev. Nigel Collinson will tell us 

Wesley Guild
about “The Shaping of my Ministry” Our meetings will 
be held on Fridays twice a month at 7.30 pm in the 
Margaret Wharam room . The Guild is for everyone 
and we hope to welcome many newcomers either 
regularly or when the subject is particularly attractive 
to you. Full details of the future programme are in the 
new Church Handbook. The Guild is a friendly 
fellowship where you will find a warm welcome.

Sylvia Bailey



October might seem early to begin thinking about Christmas 
but not for starting to fill shoeboxes!  For hundreds and 
thousands of desperately needy children, there will be no 
Christmas at all in 2017 – unless we send it to them.  In a 
shoebox.  For these children, a shoebox filled with simple 
gifts, is their only present at Christmas and probably in their 
lifetime.  A small shoebox can have a BIG impact.

Last year , our church collected 110 shoeboxes.  This year let’s 
aim to exceed last year’s total  and fill as many shoeboxes as 
possible (why stop at 1 or 2!) and encourage your family, 
friends, neighbours and work colleagues to do the same.

Leaflets are now available in the Church vestibule and Church 
Hall foyer.  Filled shoeboxes can be left in the vestibule.  For 
anyone who is unable to fill a shoebox, any items listed in the 
leaflet can be left in the box provided.  These items will be 
sent to the warehouse to top up any shoeboxes which are 
short of gifts.  Monetary donations are also very welcome.  
There are also some empty shoeboxes in the vestibule 
waiting to be filled, so please take one or more. Enjoy 
knitting?  There are always patterns for hats, bags etc 
available in the church and hall.  So why not knit something 
for your shoebox or leave your knitted items in the collection 
boxes.

Please start filling those boxes now – it’s amazing how 
many items can be packed into a shoebox, it’s fun to do 
and this small, simple gift will give the love and joy of 
Christmas to so many children like the ones pictured left.

The closing date is the first week in November.

A very big THANK YOU to everyone for your generous 
donations and continuing support throughout the year for 
the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal.

Chris Cooke

What is one of the best ways of telling children the facts
about Jesus? Yes, it is seeing and being involved in action
and drama. For many years, members of the combined
churches in Coleshill, including Coleshill United Church
(Methodist and URC), have taken part in a dramatic
presentation of the Christmas story in the buildings and
streets of Coleshill.

Those taking part are members of most of the churches in
the village, people of all ages and abilities. One year, the part
of Jesus was taken, very effectively, by a three month old
baby boy. That really excited the children to realise that we
are telling them, by our actions and words, this is REAL
HISTORY, the Bible coming alive.

Who watches and takes part as involved spectators? It is the
children from up to 12 different schools in Coleshill &
surrounding area, including North Solihull It is a thrill to see
their eyes light up as they watch and take part in the drama,
and as they join in and sing..

The action takes place in three venues – the United Church,
for the Annunciation; the porch of the Roman Catholic
Church, as the Inn; and the stable at Southfields Farm for the
events surrounding Jesus’s birth.

It has been my privilege and joy for many years to take the
part of Joseph, the “earthly father” of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sadly, age and health makes this no longer possible for me.

It is wonderful and
thrilling to be in a real
stable, among the
straw bales, among
live sheep and cattle
that the children can
see and touch, with a
brazier burning in the
farm yard outside
around which the
shepherds stand as
they re-enact their
predecessors in the fields near Bethlehem.

All this would not happen, and so the Gospel would not be
proclaimed in this effective and active way, UNLESS there are
enough people to pay the various parts.

Please consider if YOU would do this for two or three days in
early December – it is not difficult and is great “fun” – you
dress up and read the script from the paper (just like we do
when we go as Open the Book team to schools in Solihull)

Does God need YOU to give this service to tell “the wonderful
story of Jesus and His love “ ?

If you think this is something you would like to do please talk
to Diane Webb or Ian Sinclair for more Information.
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Stella Staight
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

USE RE-CHARGEABLE BATTERIES IF POSSIBLE
Rechargeable batteries are cheaper in the long run and, though their 
contents tend to be more toxic than non-rechargeable ones, they do 
less harm to the environment overall. Many small re-chargeable 
batteries for ‘phones and so on come with their own chargers but most 
AA and AAA batteries require a special charger which plugs into the 
mains. These chargers should be able to stop charging when the 
battery is ready, otherwise the battery will overcharge and its life 
shortened.  A specialist shop such as Maplins can advise. 
A second tip to extend battery life is to remember that whereas most 
AA and AAA batteries are made of a mix of Nickel and either Cadmium 
(Ni-Cd) or Metal Hydride (Ni-MH) and can be allowed to go flat, Lithium 
(Li-ion) ones last longest if charged little and often.   

TOOLS WITH A MISSION (TWAM)
TWAM collects tools, re-furbishes them if necessary and ships them out 
to help communities in developing countries. They are always looking 
for more tools. The Church has organised 2 collections for them so far 
and, at the Greener Church meeting in September, it was agreed to 
organise another collection, probably in March next year. If you have 
tools you don’t need, please keep them for the time being or, if you are 
desperate to get rid of them, contact Linda or John Innes who will take 
them off your hands.

MEN’S SUITS AND WOOL
At the Group’s last meeting too it was 
also decided to change the items 
collected in January in our Big New 
Year Recycle. We expect to ask for 
wool again, and unwanted but 
serviceable men’s suits. Please hang 
on to both for the time being.

Richard Balmer 



October Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

9.00  Holy   
Communion  Revd
Peter Bates

10.30  Morning 
worship  Revd Nigel 
Collinson

8.00  Prayer space 

2

10.15    Pushchair 
Club

1.15    Pushchair 
Club

7.30      Scouts

3
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30   Men’s 
Coffee morning
1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

4

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

5

1.00   Organ recital  
Stephen Perins

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

6

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30  Guild   
Shaping my 
ministry  Rev Nigel 
Collinson

7

9.30  Working party

8

10.30   Morning 
Service  and Holy 
communion  Rev 
Ken Howcroft,

9

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

10

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

11

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks   
Parkinsons Disease

12

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

13

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

14

9.00 Saturday Dads

10 .00  Decorating 
the church for 
Harvest

7.00   Choir with No 
Name concert for 
the church project

15
Harvest Festival

10.30   Morning 
Service Rev Ken 
Howcroft

Followed by lunch 
in the church and 
Church meeting

16

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30 Church 
Council

7.30      Scouts

17
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

18

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

19

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Thursday cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

7.30  Ladies Treat

8.15  Badminton

20

7.30   Guild   My 
story in farming  
John Plumb 
(Southfields Farm) 

21

22

10.30   Morning 
Service Peter 
Woodall

6.30  Healing and 
Holy Communion  
Revd Chris Giles

23 24

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

25
10.00  Morning

prayers

1.00 Soupa Talks
Solihull in 1950s

26

8.15  Badminton

27 28

3.30  Messy Church

29

10.30   Morning 
Service Rev Peter 
Bates

30

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

31

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

15 Printed by Additional Curates Society

Half term



Saturday Dads had an away day this month with a 
wonderful visit to Southfields Farm in Coleshill. The 
weather couldn't even dampen our spirits as a group of 
36 were in attendance.

Farmer John managed to squeeze us all in to the back of 
his trailer for a tractor tour of his farm. This journey was 
great fun, and at one point he allowed the children to get 
off and feed his sheep in the field. We then witnessed 
the sheep getting all excited as they were about to be 
transferred to an adjacent field; how quick they ran as 
soon as the gate was opened! John then quoted Psalm 
23 as he explained how the sheep recognise him, and he 
them. He then told the children what a wonderful 
shepherd we have looking over our own lives.  

The weather did its best to spoil our journey but the kids 
thoroughly enjoyed getting soaked! We returned to the 
farm to dry out before getting up close and personal with 
all his playful animals, and then we played with some 
homemade go-carts in his yard.  

Chef Brooker fired up a BBQ to keep up the all important 
Saturday Dads tradition of quality sausages. Richard is a 
recent graduate of the Evans/Tucker chef trainee 
programme and he excelled himself yet again.  It was 
great to have our other (some may even say better!) 
halves with us today and it really made it a very special 
family morning all round! 

Andy Hunt

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367


