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During the weekend of 29th September to 2nd 
October, 18 of our friends from Hochst Evangelical 
Methodist Church came to visit us. We have had this 
link for quite a few years and we visit each other in 
turns. Arrival was early on Friday morning with the rest 
of the morning spent with their host families: in the 
afternoon we went to the church and library to look at 
the modern art exhibition where Ken gave us an 
interesting explanation of the pictures displayed.

On  Saturday we went to Birmingham where we looked 
around St Philips Cathedral, the Museum and Art 
Gallery, the new library and the canals around Brindley 
place.  We all enjoyed the Come, See and Hear concert 
in the evening.  Sunday was another busy day with the 
service in the morning where our guests took part and 
presented us with an apple tree celebrating our 

partnership, followed by lunch in the church hall.  
Martin organised a walk around Solihull’s green spaces 
during the afternoon followed by a concert by the Kol
Kinor choir.  The Banks’ housegroup kindly provided 
afternoon tea.

Monday was spent with host families and we enjoyed a 
much more relaxing day out.

On Tuesday morning we were grateful to Dianne Webb, 
Shari Brown, John Innes, Derek Giles and Ann Walker 
for their presentations on community work, refugees in 
Birmingham, Solihull Welcome and the homelessness 
project, which our guests found very interesting.

And so to the airport to say goodbye after a happy 
weekend.

David Lingard

Visitors from Hochst



Walking in the park 
with the Germans

Relaxing over a 
cup of coffee

Fitter Housegroup’s timeline of the history of Christianity 

Entertainment by the Kol Kinnor choir 
in the church on the Sunday 
afternoon

Hochst Visitors cont.
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Rainer Janzen and Revd Nigel Collinson 
with the Bible and the apple tree

It was very appropriate to mark the 500th

anniversary of Martin Luther starting the 
Reformation with the party from Hochst
visiting Solihull. It was October 31st 1517 that 
Martin Luther famously hammered his 95 
theses to the church door in Wittenberg 
starting a major journey in faith right up to 
today.

Revd Nigel Collinson led the service on 1st

October, where  Rainer Janzen presented 
Nigel with a Luther translation of the Bible

The service also provided the opportunity for 
the Fitter Housegroup to display their work on 
the history of Christianity by showing the 
timeline which Joyce Fitter had drawn.    This 
was shown while the children were still in 
church and it was the turn of some adults to 
display their artwork. 

It took all the housegroup to roll it out and 
hold it up – all 27ft of it (9 metres if you are 
German).  Nigel walked (literally) along this 
line telling how the story had evolved and of 
some of the landmarks and famous people. 
About a third of the way along he came to 
Luther.    Nigel marked the point at which 
Martin Luther was on the timeline.

Rainer, the German leader, told the story of 
Luther and the apple tree and then presented 
an apple tree to us for the church grounds as 
a lasting symbol of Luther and of our 
partnership and friendship.  The apple tree 
has been planted on the Blossomfield Road 
side of the church.

Lastly he presented us with a Euro. 
After some joint mirth we realised 
that this special Euro had a zero 
value symbolising our belief today, 
started by Luther, that our faith is 
free for all
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Harry Mills’  daughter, Alison Thethy has just returned to 
Kenya after leave in U.K. and has opened a brand new 
school as Principal . It's name is Tradewinds and is 
situated on the Kenya coast near Mombasa (where the 
Mills family spent many happy holidays when our family 
lived there as Kenya residents whilst working with the 
Methodist Church in Kenya,) . It's an International school 
taking children of expatriates as well as children of local 
African families. 

Thank you
Malcolm and Cathy Evans would like to thank everyone 
who have sent cards of condolence, expressed support 
and have been thinking of them following the death of 
Malcolm' brother and wife in a road traffic accident. 

Thank you to the 8 collectors who last 
year between them raised £1223.04 
including £194 of gift aid and also the 
generosity of the people who regularly 
support them. Thank you also to everyone 
who supported the quiz evening and the 
JMA walk last year. 

Amber and Ruby also received a 
long service award for over 5 
years of collecting. 

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Eunice Watson. 
Our thought and prayers are with her family and friends,
Eunice’s obituary will be in the December Messenger.

We welcome Charlotte who is starting collecting this year. But the big 
thanks go to Helen Banks and Jane Weatherup who persuade and cajole 
collectors and donors alike to such good result. Well done you two. They 
always need more people to go on the lists of givers. It is a happy act –
the young folk get to know you by name and seek you out to chat and ask 
for your money regularly. It certainly makes me feel younger! If you 
would like to give just a small amount in regular donations or if you know 
of any other children who would like to start to collect the please tell 
Jane or Helen. 

Lawrie Rumens

Ken’s daughter Jackie reports that her father is 
doing surprisingly well, all things considered. He has 
really benefited from the care and attention at St 
Davids and has now started 2-way conversations -
something we haven’t had since the stroke.

We had a lovely birthday with him.   
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A SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
At our Harvest service, we were having fun playing a 

prayer game. I had worried about this in advance, 

thinking it might offend both those who came to pray 

and did not see what that had to do with having fun, 

and also those who came to have fun and wanted to 

let the prayers pass them by. In the event, it seemed to 

be a great success. We began to make an alphabetical 

list of things we thanked God for. So we started by 

saying together, “At Harvest we thank you, God, for 

apples”. Then we added “bananas”, and so on. Each 

time we had to remember the previous list, and then 

add the next item. By the time we got to “F”, while the 

youngsters were going strong shouting out “fish”, 

some of the grown ups were starting to say “Finish!”. 

I was intrigued to learn, however, that other grown-

ups were saying “Friends!”. Friendship is a very 

important part of what it means to be a church. For 

some, church is one of the main places for our 

socialising, with the chances to meet and chat, and 

attend the concerts, quizzes, SMASH performances, 

lunches and so on. For others, it is the place where we 

find those few people who will be our close 

companions as we journey on through all the ups and 

downs of life, and our fellow pilgrims if we open 

ourselves to explore the love of God. 

The anthropologist and psychologist Robin Dunbar has 

done some research into the optimum size of groups to 

which individual human beings seem to be able to 

relate. The number of people whom we can manage to 

recognise vaguely in some way or another is about 

1500. Within that group, the number of those we 

might think of as acquaintances is about 500. Within 

that, there about 150 whom we tend to relate to as 

our social group or ‘our friends and family’. Of those, 

there are about 50 ‘good friends’ whom we might see 

quite often. Within them, there are about 15 ‘close 

friends’ with whom we do most of our socialising and 

to whom we turn for sympathy and support. They in 

turn include about 5 people (who may include family 

members) who are our ‘best friends’, our intimate 

support group. In each case, the group sizes are fairly 

stable, but their composition may be fluid as people 

move from one ring to another, or even fall out of 

them altogether.

All of these forms of friendship are a vital part of the 

life of our church. A former President of the 

Conference, the Revd Professor Gordon Rupp, once 

said that an essential part of any Methodist coat of 

arms would have to be a ‘tea cup rampant’. Socialising 

is incredibly important. It is why our current strap-line 

is “Feel at Home”. Whoever you are, whatever you 

have been or done, however little or much you think 

you believe or know about God, you are welcome. You 

belong here, because you are just like those who are 

already here. Again and again, people who come in 

comment on how warm and friendly people are.   

You might, though, do lots of your socialising in other 

groups, outside the church, and be looking to fill some 

specific need, wondering whether it is a need for God 

or not. Or you might feel so weighed down with the 

pressures of life that you do not have time for 

socialising, and are looking for support. You are 

welcome, because there are lots of people here just 

like you. Our church is not so much a hospital where 

everyone else is a doctor and you the only patient. We 

are all people who know our need for support and 

love, and healing, and help each other to experience it. 

In that, although we may not recognise it at first, we 

are experiencing and sharing with each other the love 

of God, each of us both giving and receiving. it.  

So also welcome among us are those who are waiting 

on God, praying, learning about Jesus. They are not 

better than the others. Or worse. Just different limbs 

and organs in the body.

Jesus, of course, founded not a church or other 

structure or formal institution, but a movement of 

people motivated by the dynamic of God’s grace and 

love. They were to embody that love as he had done. 

They were to become his representatives (his body) on 

earth after his resurrection. That meant a radical 

change to their status. In John’s Gospel, just before he 

goes to his death, Jesus calls his disciples friends rather 

than servants. He says that being friends means being 

prepared to lay down your life for your friends, like he 

is doing for them and others (John 15:12-13). 

Friendship and selfless love are fused together, both as 

a response to God’s love for us, but also as the 

embodiment of that love for others. 

Ken



What does it mean to be a church, Christ’s body, in our 
particular time and place? On the morning of Saturday 
23 September 2017 we took many steps in Finding our 
Way Forward at a special meeting of the Church Council, 
together with observers and other guests. People said 
that there was a buzz, energy, and excitement about it 
all; a sense of uniting and developing a common mind; 
and a deep experience of care and love for one another. 
On reflection, it was our church already becoming what 
it is called to be.

The meeting had a lot of material before it provided by 
the Finding the Way Forward Group. People met first in 
groups to consider the recommendations a section at a 
time. They indicated which ones they thought could 
simply be agreed, which needed further debate, and 
what priority they would give to them. It was a good sign 
when they all wanted longer in the groups to do it!

The second half of the morning was a plenary session 
looking at the results from the groups. The Council 
members present agreed 14 proposals in principle, and 
then asked the Minister and Stewards to bring back 
recommendations to a future Council about how they 
might be implemented and what priority might be given 
to them compared with our current activities and 
commitments. These proposals included the following.

• Working with Churches Together in Central Solihull 
and the Faith Forum to identify what we believe to 
be the social needs in Solihull, and what we are 
and could be doing to meet them.

• Reporting regularly on the initiatives of CTCS, 
Solihull Churches Action on Homelessness (SCAH), 
and Solihull Welcome (for asylum seekers).

• Supporting families through courses on marriage, 
child development, and parenting, and finding 
volunteers to keep in touch with our university 
students.

• Supporting new initiatives in the form of ‘step 
strategies’ to help those who are not used to 
church or Christian faith to join us.

• Exploring the best ways of distributing Welcome 
Wallets to newcomers to the area, and of praying 
for people and their concerns in our local 
neighbourhoods.

• Requesting the Pastoral Committee to provide an 

annual review of membership numbers and
concerns to the Council.

• Recruiting a worship team to help with services, 
and ensuring that the 10.30 services acknowledge 
the presence of all ages in appropriate ways.

• Seeking to increase our financial contribution to 
the Circuit as and when we are able, and to 
identify more people who could be encouraged to 
take up circuit roles. 

• Continuing to express our willingness to 
participate in pulpit exchanges, ecumenical house 
groups, and other such ecumenical activities. 

Decisions on a further 22 proposals were deferred, and 
the Minister and Stewards asked to bring 
recommendations back to the Council about how they 
might be discussed and dealt with.

The Minister and Stewards were also asked to ensure 
that further work was done to develop vision 
statements, one for external ‘advertising’ purposes, and 
another for ‘internal’ purposes to guide the 
development of our strategic planning and our future 
decision-making.

A list of all the proposals in full is available on request 
from the Church Office.

The meeting ended in applause for the work of the 
Finding the Way Forward Group, led by Richard Balmer.

FINDING THE WAY FORWARD: 
Summary of the special Church Council 

Meeting in September 
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October Church Council 
summary

Church Without Walls
In September Revd Trey Hall was the 
preacher one Sunday morning.   Trey 
is the district’s Mission Enabler.   
After the service a number of people 
who had brought lunch stayed 
behind and Trey led a discussion on 
how the church should move forward

Part of the Birmingham
District's commitment to Church 
Without Walls is to start 8 new 
congregations by 2020, the first two 
experiments are happening in 
Birmingham: Jazz Community 
Church, which meets at Cambridge 
Road Methodist, and New Inclusive 
Church, which is holding its first all-
community gathering at Carrs Lane 
Church.Trey Hall leading the discussion

What is Marriage?

Revd Ken Howcroft will lead a 
discussions on

Wednesday 15th November
3.00 – 4.30 pm and 8.00 – 9.30 pm
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▪ Appreciation was recorded of the 80th Anniversary Events 
(particularly the Art Exhibition, Flower Exhibition, and related 
Concerts) with very grateful thanks to all who helped.

▪ The summary of the accounts for 2016-17 was received 
subject to audit and the presentation of the revised budget 
for 2017-18 was agreed.

▪ The Property Committee presented a proposal, agreed by a 
substantial majority, to enter a scheme with Combine 
Parking Solutions in order to protect the availability of 
parking spaces for users of the Church and Community Hall. 

▪ A Proposal to arrange a feasibility study to install a lift in the 
Church Hall Foyer  was agreed by a substantial majority. The 
study might be in the order of £2,000 but it would give us 
fully worked out costings to enable us to come to a final 
decision.

▪ The Property Committee was authorised to go ahead with 
Central Theatre Supplies in Hall Green in order to enhance 
the sound system in the Church. 

▪ As the financial reserves are still over the limits 
recommended by the Charity Commissioners, it was 
unanimously agreed to set £10,000 of surplus reserves aside 
for property improvement works. 

▪ A report from the Minister and Stewards meeting on the 
implementation of the first batch of outcomes of the Finding 
the Way Forward process was received and affirmed. 

▪ The date of the next meeting is Monday 26th February 2018.

This will be circulated with the December 
Messenger.  If you would like your name to be 

included, please complete an envelope in 
church on 5th, 12th or 19th November. 

Put your  contribution in the offering bag or 
send directly to 

Karen Handford.

All donations will support the church project

SCAH and 'The Choir with No Name’. 

Don't forget to gift aid if you are able by 
quoting your church gift aid reference number.

Sunday 19th November is the absolute 
deadline!



CTCS has three meetings a year and continue to plan joint 
ecumenical events in Solihull. Ken Howcroft is the current 
chairman; Ann Polson is the secretary and Marjorie Roper 
the representative for Solihull Methodist Church. 

In the last 12 months Churches Together held the following 
events:-

Crib in Mell Square – The nativity scene attracts many 
people who often pause and contemplate for a few 
moments. The service of blessing the crib was held on 
Advent Sunday in Mell Square and was attended by people 
from all denominations.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 18-25th January. An 
ecumenical service at St Alphege was held on the Sunday 
that week and was well attended by members of each of the 
churches.

Ecumenical Prayer Lunch. Clergy and lay people met at 
Christ Church URC in January to share and pray for each 
other’s churches.

Lent- Instead of Lent Breakfasts this year we held 5 evening 
talks led by various experts which were held at St Alphege
Church. The topics included human sexuality, social media 
and technology, Generation X and Brexit and were all well 
attended.

Easter. The annual Walk of Witness on Good Friday started 
at St Augustine’s church - about 300 people walked behind 
the cross in silence before attending a service in Mell 
Square. The walk finished inside St Alphege Church before 
refreshments and hot cross buns were served in the Oliver 
Bird Hall.

General Election Hustings- Before the General Election all 
the local parliamentary candidates were invited to the 
Hustings meeting to talk about their policies. This meeting 
was well attended and appreciated by all 

Halloween Prayer Walk. Each 31st October – prayer walk 
along Homer Road to pray for the town and the various 
significant institutions based there.

CTCS encourages and supports various Christian actions 
and activities.

SCAH – Solihull Churches Action on homelessness. A new 
home for 16-25 year old has opened at Kingshurst for initial 
accommodation for 6 weeks until more suitable 
accommodation can be sorted out. SCAH is also involved 
with a Women’s Aid Refuge. 

Solihull Welcome- support and welcome for Asylum Seekers 
from all over the Midlands who must register at Sanford 
House Immigration Centre weekly or monthly.  Many 
Christian groups help to provide refreshments, clothing and 
support to those who have often travelled a long way to 
register and are often in dire need.

The local clergy want to pool information about homeless 
and refugee services so we can all work together. 

Town Centre Chaplaincy Team- listening and support for 
retail staff and local businesses. 

Generations- an initiative for Christian visiting within care 
homes, and also the provision of Christian worship and 

support to the residents. More people are needed for casual 
visiting in many of the care homes. Please speak to Ken, Ann 
or Marjorie if you are interested. 

Dementia Cafe- held weekly at Christ Church for dementia 
sufferers and their carers. The churches are looking to work 
together to develop further support for those coping with 
Dementia.  Ken and others are discussing how we might link 
our different activities and work more closely together. 
Revd. Mark Fisher is particularly keen to establish a new 
group to support those younger people with early onset 
dementia and would welcome any suggestions or 
volunteers. 

Debt Counselling – Christians against Poverty. This is being 
considered at the next CTCS meeting – where we will discuss 
working together with Dickens Heath Baptist church to 
support those in debt crisis.

Christian Aid- The annual fund raising continued for 
Christian aid – with a coffee morning at Solihull Methodist 
church and the usual door to door collection. Several long 
term volunteers are stepping down this year and unless 
volunteers come forward to co-ordinate the door to door 
collections and also to plan and organise the coffee morning 
much of the local work for Christian Aid might have to stop.

Dates for your Diary

Halloween Prayer Walk – Tuesday 31st October –starting in 
our car park and finishing at St Alphege church. 

Blessing the Crib in Mell Square- Sunday 3rd December 3pm. 
Mell Square

Unity Service – Sunday 21st January 2018 at 6.30pm– Christ 
Church URC. 

The covenant between all the churches in Central Solihull is 
being updated and will be formally signed at the Unity 
Service.  

Regular Monthly Prayer Lunches continue to be planned on 
Tuesdays at Christ Church to pray for each of the churches 
and their work.  These are open to anyone who is interested. 
Bring your own lunch- tea/coffee will be provided. 28th

November 12.30pm-2pm at Christ Church

The next ecumenical Lent talks/ events will be planned for 
2019- following the usual two year pattern where each 
church plans their own activity in the alternate years.

The CTCS website is regularly under review and has been 
recently updated, including a new photo of our church 
building – thanks to Sue Balmer. It’s worth a look!

The recent ‘Way Forward Meeting’ made several references 
to our links to CTCS and every effort will be made to fulfil all 
the suggestions.  

Do continue to pray for the work of CTCS and for all the 
churches involved that we might continue to be a positive 
Christian witness in the town and continue to work together 
in all the areas of need. Please speak to Ken, Ann or 
Marjorie for more information or if you would like to 
volunteer to help with any of the activities being supported 
by Churches Together in Solihull.

Ann Polson

Churches Together in Central Solihull - October 2017
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Well what did you think of this concert? Was it 
a concert or was it a very profound act of 
worship? Ok let’s settle for both.  I could fill 
pages. I am sure that like us when you got 
home you talked and talked about it. Of 
course we talked about which items we liked 
most; then we discussed the remarkable 
depth of talent that keeps getting unearthed. 

Of course the great job of feeding us 
innovatively was up there as well. And what 
about the birth of the small choir that stands 
against most of those I have been privileged to 
sing with; and the remarkable soloists 

Wasn’t it so lovely to see Jeremy back –
driving from Chester to play with us – thanks 
Jezza.

What we returned to over and over were two 
topics involving the same person: The Prof (No 
he deserves his proper name – Peter Farndon) 
(This will embarrass him!) Can you imagine 
how much work he put into the evening? He 
understood the pictures (no mean feat) and 
selected music to match. 

He cajoled and persuaded 40 singers and 15 
band members to learn, to practice and to 
perform. He infected them with his 
enthusiasm but also with the full meaning of 
the words they sang. Not only that, he was 
moving chairs, setting up instruments and 
amplifiers. Is the man human?

Then as if that was not enough he prepared a 
script to introduce each item saying how and 
why it interpreted its picture, prompting and 
giving time for personal thoughts. 

So we saw the picture, we read the words, and heard such 
a rich variety. More profound and pertinent than some 
sermons! Concert or act of worship? Definitely both – and 
right at the top of the tree.   How privileged we have been.

We have had the amazing pictures for a month, seen top 
professionals interpret them in flowers, listened and 
joined in learned discussion, and now listened and 
watched a highly professional interpretation in music that 
was so profound. 

Gosh! Count your blessings and give so many thanks! 

Lawrie Rumens
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Well, as someone said to me in the interval, we saw 
love in action tonight. This concert was joyous, 
uplifting, inspirational; an absolute treat for everyone 
who filled the church and rose as one in a standing 
ovation at the end.

This was the first event of this year’s project on 
homelessness, supporting both The Choir With No 
Name and SCAH (Solihull Churches Action on 
Homelessness). It was attended by both the Mayor, 
Councillor Stuart Davis and Julian Knight, our 
MP……….plus another 200 very important folk!!

Before the music making began, we heard from Mark 
Fisher who talked about SCAH which has been active 
for over 20 years. Flyers about the excellent work that 
they do are available. They seek to fill the gaps where 
statutory provision falls short.

Then on to the choir and we heard from Sally who told 
us that they meet weekly at Carrs Lane church for a 
rehearsal and a hot meal. They are one of 4 choirs 
across the country, 2 in London, 1 in Liverpool and ours 
in Birmingham, which is the largest, with over 40 
attending each week. They celebrate their 6th birthday 
this month. As well as the kudos of appearing at 
Solihull Methodist Church, they have sung at the Royal 
Festival Hall and our own Symphony Hall. Pretty 
impressive eh? 

Meenah Tilt ( Notburger’s daughter) also told us about 
her involvement with the choir and the profound effect 
that it has had, and continues to have, on her life.

So, what of the music? The choir were supported by 
an excellent 4 piece band and delivered a varied 
programme from across the decades. There was 
enthusiastic audience participation with both “Good 
Vibrations” and a cheeky little Irish number. Key 
changes were managed seamlessly. 

Every number was delivered with passion and an 
infectious enthusiasm which just made you feel good. 

The support from all choir members for each other 
after every solo performance was a lesson in team 
work for us all.

For me the 2 stand out numbers were “Lost and 
Found” and “Something Inside so Strong.” The former 
was written by the choir and reflects Birmingham and 
their experiences in the city. The latter was their 
encore piece, with many powerful solos and a damp 
hanky for me at the end.

Just a couple of individuals to mention. Firstly, Pete 
the choir master was superb. The choir had no 
words/music to follow; some of the arrangements 
were complicated and yet he managed everything 
calmly and with good humour. Secondly Arthur. Arthur 
comes from Wolverhampton and has never missed a 
single session with the choir in its 6 years. What about 
that for commitment!

Well done to everyone involved in making this 
happen, including the powerful slides at the beginning. 

“How can you worship a homeless man on Sunday 
and ignore one on Monday?”

“The things that you take for granted someone else is 
praying for.”

Chris Tucker

Date for your diary

The next concert to raise money for the 
Homelessness project will be on 

Saturday 20th January

It will feature St Alphege children's choir 
and members of our own young people 
singing, playing their instruments and 

reciting poetry. 
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The ever popular New Year's Day Walk is planned for 
Monday 1st January and Martin has found a section of 
Earlswood Lakes which is ideal not only for ramblers but also 
for families with push chairs. The start of the walk is a small 
recreation ground adjacent to the Lakes where toddlers up 
to the age of 14 can play on the swings and roundabouts.

The first section of the walk takes about an hour which will 
probably be enough for young children. There is a second 
section, not so easily accessible for pushchairs, for those 
who would like to extend the walk by another 30 minutes or 
so.    More details with directions and timing will be available 
in the December Messenger.

We collected a mountain of bottle tops over the 
summer for our scouts and cubs. You will remember 
that they were collecting to make some art works at 
camp and you contributed in thousands of tops. Sarah 
Shinner and Iain Waddell have sent pictures some of the 
artworks. I think a “Well Done” all round is called for. 
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A different chair layout for the concert

The third week of November is 

Inter Faith Week
an opportunity for communities of faith to increase awareness and understanding of each other and build 

relationships.

Solihull Faiths Forum will be celebrating the Week this year by staging a 

Variety of Performance
in dance, words and music, sacred and secular, performed by talented representatives 

of member faiths.

All are welcome to come and join us for an evening of finger food, song, 
recitation and movement on

Thursday 16th November 
from 6.30pm for 7.00pm until 8.30pm 

at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
4-8 Hampton Lane, Solihull, B91 2PR.

For more details email davep@solihull-sustain.org.uk.

Friday 1st December
10.30 – 11.30 am

Carrs Lane Church Centre
To be led by 

Revd Kathy Lloyd Roberts

All welcome
Coffee and tea served from 10.00 am

mailto:davep@solihull-sustain.org.uk


Safeguarding Foundation Refresher Course     
4th November and 18th November mornings 

If you completed the Safeguarding Foundation Course 
(above) between 2011 and 2016, then rather than taking 
the course again, you can take this refresher course. This 
will remind you of what you learned in the previous 
course and will also give insight into the Past Cases Review 
taken by the Methodist Church nationally.

Vocation and Calling Exploration Day         
13th January 2018 morning

Anyone can come and explore (without commitment) 
their calling or vocation in a number of key areas including 
Local Preaching, Worship Leading, Pastoral Visiting, 
Chaplaincy and Ordained Ministry. This will be a chance to 
have an introduction to each of them and a chance to talk 
to people who are involved with them, both people with 

many years experience, and people who are newly 
involved in them. This might also be an opportunity to talk 
to someone if you’re not sure what God is calling you to 
next and would like a sounding board.

Bishops Certificate in Children's Ministry       
20th January 2018 all day

This training course, now open to Methodist Members, is 
a toolkit for those whose ministry is amongst children and 
families. It is an opportunity to be inspired with ideas to 
take back to your church, both from the leaders, but also 
from others also leading similar groups. You can attend an 
introductory morning on 18th November 2017 at 10am at 
the same location. A detailed flier will be available in the 
training section on the circuit website.

Dementia Awareness        
10th February 2018 morning 

The Alzheimer's Society describe dementia as “a set of 
symptoms that may include memory loss and difficulties 
with thinking, problem-solving or language” which have 
“become severe enough to affect daily life”. It is really 
important that we support people within our churches 
who are affected by dementia and this course provides 
the knowledge you need to begin this task, and perhaps to 
start your journey towards becoming a dementia-friendly 
church.

Pastoral Supervision Certificate & Diploma Course    
22nd February 2018  - 29th September 2018 

This course is open to both lay and ordained and consists 
of four modules of three days each. Participants can 
choose to exit the programme with either a certificate or 
diploma. These qualifications are validated by the Institute 
of Pastoral Supervision and Reflective Practice. The course 
training hours exceed those required for senior 
accreditation with APSE.

Mental Health Awareness      
24th February 2018 

A short course to resource you in your understanding of 
mental health and what can affect it. The course includes 
an introduction to mental health, a guide to supporting 
people who are struggling with their mental health and 
confidence in signposting people to helpful services.

Everyday Faith Sharing (Authentic Evangelism) 
12th May 2018  morning 

The word ‘evangelism’ brings up many different emotions 
in many different people and can be thought of quite 
negatively or as something done by those with special 
training. This course will help unpack what evangelism 
really is and will help to break down some of the 
stereotypes associated with it. Being able to share our 
faith is something essential to any Christian and this 
course will explore the different ways to do it and how we 
can do it in an authentic way which feels right to us.

Small Group Leader Training      
16th June 2018 all day

Small Groups, whether a Bible Study Group, Prayer Group, 
Class Meeting, Life Group, Cell Group or other group, are 
one of the best ways to grow and deepen faith. They can 
be places of learning, worship, prayer, support, welcome 
and much more besides.
This course will be split into two halves. The first half, with 
Reverend Tony Malcolm and Reverend Alison Richards in 
the morning, will look at different ways of running small 
groups and will unpack how to host, coordinate or run 
them. This will include the sharing of a variety of tools 
that might be helpful. The second half of the day will be 
an afternoon looking at creative prayer with Reverend 
Karen Webber and Reverend Inderjit Bhogal. A chance to 
try some different kinds of creative small group prayer 
out.

Young (Junior) Church Training Day   
23rd June 2018 morning 

This will be a training morning for all the Children’s 
leaders in our circuit, designed to be a friendly informal 
taster session packed with help and advice. It will include 
Messy Church, Makaton (sign language for worship), 
Leading Worship, working with Children and Teenagers, 
working with Families and working with Uniformed 
Groups.

Church Stewards Gathering    30th June 2018 morning
We hope that as many Church Stewards as possible will 
attend as we meet to worship, pray, and spend time 
together with a view to developing together our ministry 
as Church Stewards.

For more details and information contact Tom Milton
tmilton@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk

Birmingham, W

Circuit Training Courses
A new Circuit initiative from their strategy review
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Stella Staight
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

GREEN TIP FOR NOVEMBER
Disposing Hazardous Household 
Chemicals Safely
A surprising number of items we have in our garages and 
garden sheds are toxic and, if unwanted, should never be 
poured away down the drain or chucked in the dustbin.   
Garden chemicals like pesticides, herbicides and lawn 
feed; old paint; paint thinners, paraffin, petrol; battery 
acid and anti-freeze and some household cleaners too, will 
all damage the environment if not disposed of safely. This 
will be done if taken to the Bickenhill ‘Tip’ but Solihull 
Council do ask you to call 0121 704 8000 to obtain a 
permit and give your vehicle number, so that the staff 
there know you are not a commercial operator. 

Does it need to be ironed? Well done, the Scouts
Can I just add my praise to the Scouts (See 
page 11). What a wonderful example of 
recycling: humble bottle tops to art! 

Richard Balmer 

Sue and I were so busy during the first week of the Art Exhibition 
that we ended up with a couple of takeaways; raiding the freezer; 
very simple meals needing little cooking; and no baking.   

Taking my weekly meter readings, I was astonished
how little electricity we had used!   It was 
because nowadays most household electricity 
is converted into heat for one reason or another.   
This includes ironing.   Dare I say “does everything 
we do iron, actually need it?”



November Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

2

1.00 Harp recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

3

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30  Guild
Tools with a 
mission by Nigel 
Jones

4

5

9.00  Holy 
communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
service   Revd Tony 
Malcolm

6

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

7

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
12.30  Men’s
Lunch at Bridge 
Club

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

8

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks 
Warwickshire 
Wildlife trust by Jo 
Hands

9

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

10

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

11

9.00 Saturday Dads

12
Remembrance 
Sunday 
10.30   Morning 
Service  and Holy 
communion  Rev 
Ken Howcroft

13

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

14
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

15

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

3.00   Discussion 
on Marriage

8.00    Discussion 
on Marriage

16

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Thursday cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

17

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30   Guild  Flow 
river flow by Janet 
Sinclair

18

19

10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Peter 
Bates

20

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

21

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

22
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00 Soupa Talks
History of Temple 
Balsall by Rev Kathy 
Lloyd Roberts

23

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

24

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

25

3.30  Messy Church

26

10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Ken 
Howcroft

6.30  Healing and 
Holy Communion  
Revd Donald Ker

27

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

28

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

29

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

30

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton
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The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd Ken 
Howcroft, Bill Penny, Lawrie Rumens and 

Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files.

NB. Last date for December Messenger items is 
14th November

www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367
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Bottle Top Art

Solihull Faith Forum

Circuit Training courses

Green Tip

This was clearly going to be 
different as soon as you came in 
and saw the seating plan in the 
round. Our gifts of food were 
already on tables down the 
centre of the church in 
readiness for the Harvest lunch 
which followed the service in 
the church. 

Having celebrated and given  
thanks for the harvest of food 
and gifts we moved to the 
Harvest of Talents.   God has 
given us skills and talents to use 
in his work.   Our greatest gift is 
our time and it is important that 
we bring that with other gifts to 
help others. 

So we moved to recognise and celebrate our own 
volunteering and Ken invited people to note down on 
the paper things they do within the church or the 
community. These were collected with our offering 
and presented to God in prayer. 

Lawrie Rumens


