
June 2017

In this issue
New church members        80th birthdays

Ruby and Diamond Wedding Anniversaries

Frances Edwards

New Church Stewards

Easter 2017     Spring Harvest

General Election Reflections

Why go to Church?

Trip to Bosworth Field

Green tip

Brownies’ Church Tour

The church after LLW

A special celebration needs a special event and so at the end of 
April the Contact Choir celebrated its 50th birthday and 
amazingly there were some of the original singers still with 
them. The pictures of their earlier days reminded us of so many 
successes over the years.  (and also just how short those mini-
dresses of yore were!). To make it special they recruited the 
Fitter house group to put on one of their catering specials. So 
our church was set out in “Talk of the Town” style and the food 
was a formal afternoon Tea – sandwiches (without crusts - yes 
even cucumber ones!), cakes, and scones with strawberries 
and cream on top.  The programme was so fitting spanning 100 
years of song (and more).   Mabs Atwood had told us some of 
the rich history of the choir.    This was all in aid of Kebba Jarjou
Nursery School in The Gambia with over ₤700 being raised.  . 
This superb afternoon was rightly a sell out.

Lawrie Rumens

Mabs Attwood
Conductor 
Lucilla Lang

Pianists 
Olive Checkley and Jean Hamilton
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On Easter Sunday there was the adult 
baptism of Celia Taylor and Amy 
Mok followed by their confirmation 
and reception into membership of 
the global Methodist church family. 
We also welcomed Diana Broadbent, 
Diane Horsler and Deborah Install as 
they transferred their membership to 
Solihull.

New Church Members

Celia Taylor and Amy Mok with their 
sons on Easter Sunday

Diane Horsler Debbie Install

Diana Boardman

Thank you 
The Ehiogu and Beattie family wish to thank everyone for their kind 
messages, cards and prayers at the very sudden and sad loss of Uzo’s
bother Ugo.

Bill PennyMike Lee

Stuart Aldridge received a certificate 
from Mark Aldridge at the recent 

Circuit service at Lyndon for having 
been a local preacher for 50 years.   

Well done Stuart



Ian and Doris Dugdale
22 June 1957

Doris and Ian were both 18 when they met in Newcastle.   Ian was doing 
a degree in chemistry at King’s College, Newcastle and Doris was at 
Kenton Lodge College doing teacher training.   They married when they 
were both 22 years old at St Mary’s Church, Blythe.   Doris had been 
teaching for 2 years and Ian was doing his Ph D in electrochemistry.   

‘Soon it will be 60 years married’ said Doris and Ian.   Hard to imagine 
then but then again hard to imagine a life when we were not married.   
WE have been very fortunate, lived in lots of different places, had 2 
lovely daughters and 2 helpful sons in law, 2 wonderful grandsons and 
met lots of very nice people.

We appreciate our blessings

Ian and Doris

Max and Rachel Taylor 
29 June 1957
Max and Rachel were married at Frankley Church and had their wedding 
reception at the Botanical Gardens in Birmingham.   It was a scorching 
hot day and they were surrounded by family and friends.   

They  lived firstly in Greswolde Road where their daughters Anne and 
Sally were born.   Their brother, Guy, was born when they moved to 
Barston Lane.

Max had a very successful career and became the Worshipful Master of 
Surveyors in London.   Consequently they have travelled extensively 
throughout the world.

Peter and Judith Farndon have just celebrated 40 years 
of marriage which Judith describes as  her never having 
been bored!

They were married on 14th May 1977 at Farnworth 
Methodist Church, Widnes.
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What a large gap was left in our church community when 
Frances died in April at the age of 74. She had been such a 
vibrant member of our church for many years and it is 
hard to get used to being without her.

She was born in Stechford in 1943. Her older brother was 
Alan and her younger sister Linda arrived 2 years later. 
The three children shared a happy childhood. She was 
educated at Aston Commercial School, later gaining 
further secretarial qualifications leading to various jobs. 
Her happiest time was working at Reeds Exhibitions.

Frances was a sociable, energetic and fun-loving lady who 
loved to be with people. She learned tap-dancing, went to 
Keep fit classes, joined the National Trust, Solihull Society 
of Arts, Townswomen’s Guild, Widney U3A and many of 
its groups including Art classes, gardening and Holidays.

Drama was a very important part of her life and as a 
member of Young Wives, which later became Contact, 
she took part in several productions under the leadership 
of Margaret Cherry. She was a founder member of the 
choir which was to become the Contact Choir, still 
flourishing after 50 years. She was also one of the first 
members of SMASH. Among the many productions in 
which she acted were Follow the Star, Playing the Part, 
Whiz Kids from Oz and Dear Octopus. She was a talented 
and versatile actress able to play very different 
characters.

Her first marriage to Tony was not very happy. They 
had one son, Darren, but the marriage ended in divorce 
largely due to Tony’s depressive illness. This was a hard 
time for Frances, particularly when she had to face her 
own illness which she did with great courage and 
determination.

Her life was transformed when she met Steve. They fell in 
love and were happily married until Steve died just one 
year ago.

For many years Frances organized the Bible reading rota. 
It was always a pleasure to hear her cheerful voice on the 
phone saying “Would you like to read a passage in church 
next Sunday?” 

She was a joyous, fun-loving and outgoing lady. Her 
friends speak warmly about how caring she was, 
particularly to anyone in trouble and how she never 
moaned or complained about her own problems. In spite 
of her serious operation she won the admiration of the 
rest of the cast, and all involved in the production, by 
continuing to perform in SMASH.

She had a deep faith, emphasized at the Thanksgiving 
Service by Chris Giles who had spent much time with her 
at the end of her life, focussing on the impact of psalm 23 
and its clear message that whatever life brings, Jesus 
walks with us all the way. The psalm was sung at the 
service by the Contact Choir.

Just before she died and now unable to speak, she 
squeezed Chris’s hand very tightly as words of hope and 
faith were shared.

The church was full for the Thanksgiving Service, 
demonstrating the affection and admiration of all who 
had known her - family, neighbours, friends, colleagues 
from her workplaces and the groups to which she 
belonged, all gathered to thank God for a life which had 
been so joyous, courageous, determined and loving. We 
are missing her and we send special sympathy to her son 
Darren whose home is in the USA and to her sister Linda 
who lives in Canada.

Sylvia Bailey

Could you open your garden for the 

on Sunday 9th July 
in aid of Methodist Homes.

Contact Helen Banks for details
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Dear Friends,

This is the time of the year when in the Church we have
traditionally considered the Church’s life and mission. A
question that goes with this consideration is: What is
the image the Church gives to the world? What sort of
picture does the Church give to those both inside and
outside its walls? Pertinent questions as we celebrate
the Church Anniversary on June 10th and 11th.

Think about the whole Church, the Church in all the
world, or, as the Creed puts it, “The One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church.” Doesn’t that have a grand ring
about it? It gives the feeling of belonging to something
bigger than yourself and bigger than the congregation
with which you meet, worship and work.

Here are two thoughts about the church from two
people expressing very different viewpoints. As you
read them, ask yourself, “Are these opinions right and
fair?”

First, Bertrand Russell, the philosopher, expressed
forcibly the opinion that so far as he could see, every
step in the progress of humanity, every discovery for
the good of the human race, every advancement for
the relief of pain and suffering, every movement for the
betterment of humanity had been persistently opposed
by the Christian Church.

Second, Sabine Baring-Gould:
Like a mighty army

Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading

Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, 

All one body we,
One in hope, in doctrine,

One in charity.
If these two pictures about the Church swing to two 
extremes, what, I wonder, is the  picture of the Church 
you would consider to be right and fair?

An important question for, as we seek within our
Churches to consider the message of the Church; the
caring of the Church and the ministry of the Church in
the world; the fellowship of the Church; and do so in
the context of looking at life in the early Church, we are
reminded that the New Testament Church created an
image in the minds of those who came into contact
with it. We, too, at each point of our ministry must be
conscious of what people think of us, how they see us,
and the question that follows is, “Are we giving a true
picture of the Church of Christ?”

We need constantly to look objectively at our Church,
to be critical where necessary, to see it as it is and then
to find ways in which it can be more faithful to Jesus
Christ, the Head of the Church.

And we do this worshipping a Risen Lord. At the centre
of the Church’s worship is Holy Communion. In this
service we are rightly penitent for the ways and times
we have failed, but we also find new hope, faith and
power for the future, because it reminds us that we
don’t look back to a man who lived long ago, nor do we
commemorate a good and courageous founder of a
club we call the Church! We celebrate a Risen Lord,
who is with his Church and within his Church. By him
we are empowered to live, to witness and to serve in
his name. The Lord of the Church is the risen Christ and
he is the same yesterday, today and for ever.

May our Church Anniversary celebrations not only
enable us to look back and give thanks for all that has
gone before, but give us the encouragement to go
forward, in the power of the Spirit of the Risen Lord. So
may we truly ‘Praise him for all that is past, and trust
him for all that’s to come’!

With every good wish,

Peter Bates

Pentecost by John Brokenshire – one of the paintings in 
Methodist Modern Art Collection which will be 

displayed in the church in September
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I have been worshipping at Solihull Methodist Church 
for about 25 years. My husband Rex and I moved to 
Solihull from East London in 1991 with our three 
children Rob, Phil and Zoe now grown up and the 
family has increased with the arrival of two 
grandchildren. Rex and I both grew up in Guisborough
on the edge of the North Yorkshire Moors and we love 
to return there as often as possible, particularly visiting 
the nearby seaside town of Saltburn where cold winds 
and icy blasts are guaranteed even on the sunniest of 
days.  

I have played an active part in the life of Solihull 
Methodist Church. I believe strongly in the importance 
of prayer and much of my time has been committed to 
leading and attending prayer groups and helping others 
to find or deepen their faith. As a result I have been 
very involved in organising many of the Alpha Courses, 
where it a great joy to watch people grow and develop 
in their faith. I have also valued the opportunity to be a 
door steward, welcoming people into church, helping 
them to feel at home and want to come back, as well 
as offering a welcoming smile for someone who might 
need encouragement when things are difficult. As a 
church we are also part of the wider community and I 
have been secretary of Churches Together in Central 
Solihull for many years. I am a hospital and retail 
chaplain and love the idea that Christians of all 
denominations can work together to grow God’s 
Kingdom.

Solihull Methodist Church is a vibrant, welcoming 
place, and there are new and exciting challenges 
ahead. I look forward to being able to encourage and 
develop those new opportunities as I become a Church 
Steward and ask for your prayers and support as I take 
up this role.

Ann Polson

I grew up in Hall Green with two older sisters. We all 
attended Sunday school at the local URC as children, 
although my parents did not attend church. Fortunately 
the father of my best friend invited me to go to Sunday 
School at the local Methodist Church in Hall Green. I was a 
member of the church youth club and Boys Brigade and 
this began my lifelong association with the Methodist 
church.    Chris and I attended the youth club and you 
guessed it, married in 1967 at the church.  

We were very blessed to have three children Sally, Katy 
and Paul. They are all married and they have given us 10 
lovely grandchildren. We started our married life in 
Longbridge and ran a large youth club for three nights a 
week at the local Methodist church - how did we do it?

We moved to Solihull in 1977. We attended Solihull 
Methodist Church where after a time of adjustment, we 
very much felt at home. Over the years I have been a 
youth club leader, Sunday school teacher, a manse 
steward  and both a church and circuit steward. I have 
also been involved with Christian Aid. 

With a wife as a minister, I took on a variety of different 
roles in different circuits and have an inside 
understanding of the minister’s role, with all its ups and 
downs! I enjoy walking, golf, U3A, practical building and 
charity work at home and abroad. In my professional 
career, I was a building surveyor with Birmingham City 
Council. I enjoyed my career with all its challenges which 
included embracing cultural change and competition from 
the private sector. On retirement, I designed and 
constructed a pair of small houses, an ambition achieved. 

I was humbled to be nominated a church steward. If 
elected, be assured that I will do my very best to serve 
faithfully and will value your prayerful support. 

Derek Giles
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On Maundy Thursday we thought about a group 
of dedicated friends meeting and eating together 
and the commitment they shared with each 
other not knowing that one would betray and 
another deny. We had sat down at tables in the 
candlelit church to share in a Passover meal and 
were amazed at the effort that had gone into 
recreating the type of meal Jesus would have 
had at the Last Supper - sweet and sour dips 
followed by pulled lamb and salad with pitta 
bread and fruit.   Cups of grape juice were 
shared by dipping bread into it after readings 
between each course.   Ken explained the 
meaning of everything as the evening 
progressed and the meal concluded with 
communion.  It was a moving service and the re-
enactment of the Last Supper was very real.

On Good Friday the  Churches Together Walk 
of Witness through Solihull made our thoughts 
get even darker.  This year’s Walk of Witness 
started from St Augustine’s church and after 
prayers and readings the 200 plus strong 
marchers sang ‘Lift High the Cross’ and 
processed silently behind the Cross through 
High Street and into Mell Square handing out 
Palm Crosses and book marks to the shoppers 
along the way. In the square there was a 
service where the story of the events in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and that first Good 
Friday were told and a short address was given 
by Ken Howcroft. All this was  interspersed with 
the singing of ‘Were you there when they 
crucified the Lord’ and ‘When I survey the 
wondrous Cross.’ After the final hymn ‘Lift high 
the Cross’ the group walked to St Alphege
Church where final prayers were said and then 
to refreshments in the Oliver Bird Hall.  It was a 
quieter more thoughtful walk than last year 
and all the more effective for that. A great 
occasion to bear witness to the faith. 

On Good Friday evening we were joined by our friends at 
Dorridge and as we read the familiar awful story in between 
songs and hymns, extinguished 7 candles, one by one as events 
conspired to extinguish the light of Jesus.   As the story gets 
darker so does the atmosphere, our surroundings and our 
feelings.   Tony Malcolm gave the address using a summary of 
his week’s diary to trace feelings and emotions running 
through Holy Week.   What riches of readers we had grappling 
with the story with full feeling.   At the end we were quiet – left 
with our own thoughts though not in as much darkness as 
usual.  But those thoughts, however dark, were not without 
hope, as before we left, we relit the central candle which 
shone out with the hope of what was to come to pass. 

On Easter Sunday morning  flowers were put on to the  
Christmas tree cross. Why don’t more churches do this? The 
transformation of the dead cross to one bursting with life and 
beauty is a sheer wonder.

Lawrie Rumens

Passover Meal in the church

Walk of Witness service in Mell Square
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Well where do I start? Spring Harvest 2017  One for All –
wow!  Being a first time Spring Harvester, I was in awe of 
the programme on offer for our 5 days at Butlins in 
Minehead.   Along with the Godfrees, Lambs, 
Weatherups and Banks, we, the Spibys, headed down 
south to Minehead.  The sun was shining, the journey 
simple and the check in process very quick.  The 
programme was vast, something for absolutely 
everyone: children, teens, singles, married, 
professionals, young families, middle aged and the older 
generation.  From first thing in the morning until late at 
night, you could  opt in and out of whatever you wanted.

For us with little people, our first port of call, after food 
of course, was the All Age Worship lead by Big Ministries: 
singing, dancing, creating, thinking, puppets on tour on 
the screen.  Everything you need to introduce the theme 
and excitement for the rest of the week. 

Each morning started with the Big Start, a half hour 
worship following the week’s theme, brought to us by 
The Saltmine Theatre Company who were awesome! 
Inspiring, funny and knew how to pack a punch each 
morning with a dose of “ACTS the musical”. Here we 
learned the theme song ... “fiddly diddly diddly fiddly 
diddly dum...we thank you heavenly father for making us 
all one”.

After the Big Start, Charlotte and Paige were dropped at 
PowerPack, the sessions for 5-8 year olds, where they 
had 3 hours of activities. Charlotte loved PowerPack.   It 
was her highlight of the week. The littler ones’ sessions 
were shorter. But it gave David and I time to ourselves to 
head to our own sessions. We enjoyed the sessions on 
parenting put on by Care for the Family directors Rob 
Parsons and Catherine Hills: in it together, social media 
and faith in the family.   There were also talks on the 
theme One for All each day from known speakers within 
the church, including Justin Welby. His vision is Unity so 
was fantastic and his  message was shared with 
thousands.

There were sessions available if you wanted to go to 
them during the afternoons, however we chose to leave 
them open for family fun. We enjoyed an afternoon in 
the swimming pool, with waves, current and slides, a 
‘breezy’ few hours on the beach, Butlin’s amenities, 
including indoor and outdoor funfairs, and a wander 
round the Hub. 

The All Age Worship was a key place to end the evening 
for our little ones before they headed to bed. For the 
young adults and adults, there were plenty of options for 
evening worship.  Elizabeth, Daniel and Rachel’s group 
had something in the early evening whilst, in the main 
arena, the daily Celebration took place, with high-energy 

worship and speakers. An alternative worship was 
available for those who prefer a more traditional 
approach. All this was followed by after hours’ 
entertainment of music, comedians and speakers. There 
really was no time to sleep! 

All in all, it was an amazing family holiday. Would we go 
again? Yes.  I loved its intergenerationality.  Just as at 
church, everyone was friendly and we could leave 
pushchairs, bikes and scooters outside venues and 
apartments and they were safe! 

Butlin’s at Minehead and Skegness will be hosting Spring 
Harvest again in 2018. A group from Solihull plans to go 
to Minehead on the 3rd – 8th April (first week of the 
school holidays just after Easter). Prices vary depending 
on the type of accommodation and are charged on a per 
head basis. This ranges from £169pp for a Standard 
Room up to £345pp for the flagship BlueSkies
Apartments. Under 2s are free with £20 reduction per 
child between aged 2 and 14 and early booking discounts 
of £10 per person.

We hope you will join us! If you would like to hear 
others’ experiences, come and have a chat with any of 
us. If you are interested in going in 2018, please keep an 
eye on the notices and the Prattle for information. 

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
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The recent announcement of a General Election surprised 
just about everyone.  We now face questions as Christian 
disciples, not only about how we should vote, but what 
we and our churches should be doing and saying during 
the campaign.  In the weeks leading up to the election the 
Joint Public Issues Team are offering reflections and 
balanced analysis, seeking to support local Christians and 
churches as they engage with the issues, and working to 
keep the things we believe to be important on the 
political agenda. Here are  some reflections on key biblical 
themes that will hopefully help put the events into 
perspective.

DON’T GIVE UP!
For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him. Colossians 1:16
“Oh no! Not again!” Was this your response to the news 
of the election?   Voter fatigue, suspicion of the motives 
behind the election, or fear for the future of our country 
has led many people to feel fed up with politics.   As a 
Christian people we believe that, not only has our world 
and those who live in it been made by God, but the 
systems and structures that hold us together are part of 
God’s purpose too. We are made to live in community; a 
community that is ordered, structured and works for the 
good of all. To turn our backs on the processes that 
establish the Government of our society, or to recoil from 
the opportunity to remind all of those involved of the 
messages and priorities of God’s Kingdom, is to abandon a 
key element of our identity as a Gospel people. This 
election may lead us into unfamiliar territory where
established attitudes, narratives and priorities might feel 
out of place. Rather than causing us to back away from 
the challenge, it presents new opportunities for a people 
of God to explore the priorities and values of our faith, 
and how these can be pursued and articulated within the 
election debate.   This is a time for God’s people to pray 
for wisdom, to seek God’s purpose and to proclaim God’s 
truth, to seek the Spirit’s help to live and speak with 
courage and clarity. How can we use our vote well? How 
should we use our influence for good? How can we 
remind everyone involved and affected by this election 
that there is a higher authority in our world than any 
earthly ruler?

YOU MATTER, WE ALL MATTER
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.   Philippians 2:3-4
Christians believe the straightforward truth that to be 
human is to be made in God’s image and therefore to 

have intrinsic worth and dignity. We are invited to love 
God with every aspect of our being, which means that our 
feelings, thoughts, concerns hopes and dreams matter.   
But in recognising our own humanity, we are also called to
recognise the same intrinsic worth in others, and indeed, 
as people of the Gospel, to place others above ourselves.
As the election campaign unfolds, what are the underlying 
motives and intents of the various political stories that 
emerge and those who promote them? Are we being 
asked to  embrace agendas that simply serve our own 
self-interest?   Are policies being promoted that place the 
interests of some above the needs and wellbeing of 
others?   Are those who seek our vote serving their own 
interests or seeking to promote the common good?   This 
is a time for God’s people to make our voices heard. What 
should we be saying? Who should we be listening to – and 
whose voices are being drowned out?

DISAGREEING WELL
Hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.   1 
Thessalonians 5:21-22
What influences you? Sometimes we don’t even notice 
how ideas, events or opinions have an impact on what we 
believe or do. Media coverage can affect the way we see 
things. The tone of some political debates and headlines 
recently has been unpleasant and divisive, a trend which 
may continue as the various parties compete for our 
attention and support.   One of the questions that we 
might ask as disciples of Jesus Christ is “what impact is all 
of this having on me?” As we think about our prophetic 
role as God’s people, we might also consider what the 
impact is on wider society as we become accustomed to 
slurs, insults and accusations. One of the key principles 
that we, as churches working together through the Joint 
Public Issues Team, have sought to embrace is to 
challenge narratives, assumptions and policies that seek 
to stigmatise and misrepresent others. During this 
election campaign, as a Christian people, what role do we 
have  in challenging exaggeration, distortion and half-
truth on the part of politicians and key media outlets? 
How do we guard ourselves and others against the 
harmful impact of such narratives and claims?  This is a 
time for God’s people to seek truth and expose deceit. In 
what ways can we challenge language and ideas that 
harm? How can we model wholesome and honourable 
ways in which people of different perspectives and 
opinions can respectfully discuss and debate their 
opposing views?

For more information visit 
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/general-election-2017/

This is a time….
Reflections on the General Election



Has anyone asked you why you go to church? I cannot 
remember being challenged though I make no secret of 
it. Indeed, without being pushy, I drop gentle hints into 
conversations whenever the opportunity arises. But, if 
someone asked, what would you say?

I think I would respond by saying I/most people go to 
church to give thanks to the Creator for the many 
blessings we receive each day, from the simple chance to 
live in this incredible Earth to the safety and comfort we 
take for granted in the UK and to the warmth of friends 
and family and more. We go to church to reflect on things 
past, mistakes made, harm done and good not done: to 
say sorry and see if we can make amends. We go to 
church to look outwards and ask "is there anything I could 
be doing to make things better?"

But, hold on, we don't need to go to church to do any of 
that: we could, should, be doing that every day. So, why 
go to church?

I see 3 reasons. First, the difference between right and 
wrong is not straightforward. Different cultures had and 
have differing 'moral' codes. Think back to the value 
placed on human sacrifice; to the arguments over 'just' 
war or pro-life campaigns. Going to church exposes us to 
the teaching of a man, born around 2 millennia ago, who 
seems, as a minimum, to have been divinely inspired. We 
come to understand His teaching through the Bible and 
leaders supplemented, at Solihull, by courses and 
discussion groups.

Second is the encouragement given by gathering together 
with other Christians. Singing hymns together, for 
example, enhances our experience with the emotional 
power of music. And Methodists, in particular, 
understand this. 

The third reason, however, is the most important. Though 
churchgoing must evolve, it must not fade away. Like a 
tree whose leaves spread forth in Spring and fall in 
Autumn yet the tree lives on, congregations come and go. 
Some institution, a church, must be like that tree 
ensuring the message is passed on. For, what is the 
alternative? The humanist says “a world of peace and 
justice will eventually ‘evolve’”. Frankly – I think of Hitler, 
Pol Pot, Mugabe and so on  – I see no evidence of this. 
Instead I see continuous battle.

Yet congregations are in decline. Christian trees are 
dying. Christianity is losing its voice and the UK. is 
becoming more secular each year with some factions 
attacking both the church and its teaching.

And here’s the rub. Much teaching and much churchgoing 
has not evolved. The wrangles over gender and 
homosexuality have damaged all churches leaving them 
on the back foot when their contributions to the many 
social and moral problems are essential. Too many of our 
services are obscure to the non-churched and many 
congregations have retreated into huddles without 
ambition for growth or outreach.  

So why go to church? I don't have much time for the 
intricate threads of theology. I simply believe we were 
placed on this Earth to try to leave it a better place. I 
believe Christ showed us how this can be done. I believe 
the church remains the only body with the potential to 
harness Christ’s vision. And my experience at Solihull 
Methodist is an example of how it can be done. Indeed, I 
go as far as to say that the last 10 years associated with 
this church have been the most fulfilling of my entire life.

Richard Balmer

The sun shone brightly for the first Soupa Talks outing 
of the summer.  The trip to Bosworth field followed on 
from the talk in March about the battle of Bosworth 
field when King Richard III lost his crown to Henry VII.   
The visitor centre is extremely well presented and tells 
the story very well and makes it easy for everyone to 
understand what happened on that fateful day in 
August 1485.   Apart from the centre there was a very 
gentle  walk around the site  which many of us enjoyed 
and as we did the restaurant.

The next Soupa Talks trip will be  on Wednesday 28 
June to Sudbury Hall and the Museum of Childhood.
See Bryan Fitter to book a place.A cup of tea before returning back to Solihull
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Our choir – which sang “Saints Alive” and “All is well” 
during services in 2016 – has reformed to sing “Anno 
Domini” (“In the year of the Lord”) to celebrate the 
Church Anniversary. Forty singers, narrators and ten 
instrumentalists will present this concert work (which 
was written for the millennium) at 3 pm in the church 
on Saturday June 10th. And yes, it’s sung in English! 

Following events in the Bible to the present day, its 
narration and songs highlight the wonder of creation; 
God’s promise and commitment to the people through 
Moses; the Prophets; the Poets; preparations for the 
Messiah; the birth of Jesus; learning, following and 
praying; the Crucifixion and spreading the Good News. 
With both light-hearted and serious moments, it is 
guaranteed to lift your spirits.

The music includes new settings of The Lord’s My 
Shepherd, the Magnificat, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
words of Corinthians 1, 13. 

The composer, Raymond Smith, was the Director of 
Music at Hillside Methodist Church for 44 years before 

retiring from the post in 2013. He has composed four 
musicals (performances raising over £45,000 for 
NCH/Action for Children), plus many hymn tunes. He 
has given us special permission to perform ‘Anno 
Domini’, which has been performed nationally and 
internationally, including at Conference and by a choir 
of 270 in the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester. Some of 
Raymond’s music has been broadcast on Radio 4.

We look forward to your joining us on Saturday 10th

June at a very joyful event.

Peter Farndon

Saturday 10th June 
3:00 pm

In the church

Followed by a cream tea              £5.00

Make a joyful noise

For all the family and Church 
Children’s Groups

at Earlswood Methodist Church, B94 5JR

Sunday 4th June
2 pm – 5 pm

A wonderful afternoon of 
Worship                  Bouncy Castle

Teen Inflatable Course

Face Painting              Children’s Races

Refreshments

Ice Cream Van

JMA walk starting at 12.30 pm
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Ways to reduce Air Pollution
When I recall occasional evenings as a student in London 
returning to my ‘digs’ unable to see my feet due to the 
smog, I feel more relaxed about present day air pollution 
than perhaps I should. But things have changed and 
people are demanding higher and higher standards in 
our environment. And, though the 1956 and other Clean 
Air Acts have banished smog new problems have arisen. 
Recently the College of Physicians estimated that 40,000 
lives still end prematurely through air pollution which 
can trigger asthma and other breathing problems, lung 
cancer, heart attacks and so on. 

Press reports have since concentrated exclusively on 
‘dirty diesels’ but the College point out that air pollution 
can be worse inside, rather than outside, a home where 
wood stoves, gas fires and gas cookers may be in use and 
chemical reactions from domestic items like lemon and 
pine scented air fresheners can create pollutants. 
However, their major concern arises from small 
particulate matter less than one hundredth of a 
millimetre in diameter, so called PM10 and the even 
smaller PM2.5. These are not filtered out in the nose and 
can enter the lungs, as can various nitrogen oxide gases 
which cause breathing difficulties. 

PM10s and PM2.5s come from all kinds of burning, some 
occurring naturally, but also brake dust and tyre wear. 
Nitrogen oxides are generated by burning, more as the 
temperature rises. Both petrol and diesel engines create 
both but, though diesels produce about one third  

less of the global warming gas carbon dioxide per mile 
than petrol engines, they produce more particulates and 
nitrogen oxides. This is what the Press have pounced on, 
leaving the impression that our air will be clean again 
once ‘dirty diesels’ are off our roads. It will clearly help 
air pollution but not eliminate the problem. 

So this Green Tip suggests 3 additional actions: 

➢ Be aware of pollution in the home, keep the air fresh 
each day if possible and limit the use of domestic 
chemicals

➢ If one cannot walk, cycle or use public transport, try 
to avoid journey times which will make congestion 
worse. Congestion is a terrible waste of fuel and 
money and creates hot spots of pollution for local 
people. 

➢ Drive carefully. This will reduce tyre and brake wear 
as well as saving fuel and money. 

Richard Balmer 

Many thanks to everyone who 
donated tools in March.

TWAM collected a van load from 
the Innes garage on 10 May. Your 
donations have gone first to 
Coventry to be 
repaired/refurbished and then to 
Ipswich to form part of a 
container which will be shipped to 
somewhere overseas, probably 
Africa. They will enable the 
poorest and most disadvantaged 
people with the tools to start 
their own business – practical 
examples of God’s love. 
Wonderful!

Linda and John Innes

Tools With A Mission



The Methodist Conference, the governing body of the 
Methodist Church, is being held at the NEC from June 24th

– June 29th.

A special feature of the Conference is the ordination of 
presbyters and deacons on completion of their probation. 
This takes place on Sunday June 25th, and is a very special 
occasion.

There are two parts. The first takes place during the 
Conference Service in the morning. There, by standing 
vote the ordinands are Received Into Full Connexion, 
symbolising the Church’s recognition of the ordinands’
suitability to be presbyters and deacons within the 
Methodist Church .

The second part is the ordination by the laying on of 
hands, and this will be happening at various churches 
local to the NEC.  

One of the Ordination services is to be held at Solihull 
Methodist Church at 4.00 p.m.

The three people to be ordained at Solihull are: Gabriele 
Britton-Voss working in Worthing Circuit, Rosie Coles in 
the North Yorkshire Coast circuit, and Tanya Short from 
the Rydale Circuit .

If you wish to attend the ordination service at Solihull a 
few free tickets are available from Sue Bates.

It is a very moving occasion for the ordinands, and for all 
who present, and an experience to be a part of, if 
possible.

Sue Bates

About three years ago, it was necessary to merge the 
Primary and Junior sections of Young Church, due to small 
numbers of children and few staff.

The good news is that numbers of children and the 
numbers of staff have increased and we are planning to 
reopen the Junior section in September.  But we are still a 
couple of staff short of a comfortable number, for both 
primary children, aged 3-7 and junior children, aged 7-11.  
The young people in EN.GAGE aged 11 plus would also be 
pleased to have new helpers.

Most of our staff do a duty about once in four weeks, but 
others help out occasionally; some just turn up on the day 
to lend a hand where needed, others may prepare 
activities, some are willing to prepare the session.  We are 
looking for people who are willing to help the children 
with activities in an atmosphere fostering the growth of 
their Christian life.  We all learn something and we all 
have some fun.  Training is available.  

The Methodist Church requires that all those working with 
young people are appointed in line with its Safer 
Recruitment policies, have DBS clearance, attend a 
Foundation Safeguarding session and are approved by 
Church Council. 

If you would like more information please speak to Stella 
Staight (Church Office)

This is valuable and rewarding work.   It would be great to 
be able to promote all our 7-11 year olds to their own, 
new department in September.

Stella Staight

Saturday 15th July
7:00 pm

Solihull Methodist Church

£10.00

Dan Jarvis 
and friends

Church 80th AnniversaryThe Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Sue Bates,  Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton, 
Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill Penny and  Lawrie Rumens.   

Material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files.

NB. Last date for July / August  Messenger items is 
13th June

13
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Stella Staight
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

On 9th May, the Schools’ Team welcomed the Brownies 
into the church for a tour.  Andrew Hawker 
demonstrated the workings of the organ with the help 
of a vacuum cleaner pipe and two cardboard tubes!   
He invited some of the girls to try out the keys before 
playing a piece himself to show just how much volume 
and how many sounds the organ can produce.

Tina Brooker, Sarah Shinner, Judith Farndon and Ros 
Hopkins talked to groups about the Bible, the pulpit 
and the font, respectively.   Then the girls filled in a quiz 
about the building.   There was much debate about the 
number of stained glass windows: do panes of blue 
count?!                                                           Linda Bates

Andrew Hawker with the vacuum cleaner

You are invited to a

FANTASTIC

Saturday 8th July 
11am - 8pm

Earlswood Methodist Church
Wood Lane, Solihull B94 5JR

For Year 6 - Year 13 
Come along to a fun packed day.

BBQ and inflatable slide, team games, 

worship, wood walk, rounders,
football

Please email Tina if you’re coming for
BBQ numbers:

tbrooker@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk

mailto:tbrooker@birminghammethodistcircuit.org.uk


June Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

1.00   Recital

2.00  Thursday Café

8.15  Badminton

2 3

4   Pentecost

10.30  Holy 
communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

2 – 5   Circuit Family 
Fun Day at 
Earlswood

8.00  Prayer space 

5

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

6

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Keep Fit

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

7

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

8

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

9

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

10

9.00 Saturday Dads

3.00 Anno Domini
and cream tea

11 Church 
Anniversary

8.45    Holy
Communion Revd

Donald Ker

10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Dr
Stuart Burgess

12

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

13

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Keep Fit

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

14

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

15

9.30   Ramble

2.00   Thursday 
cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

16

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

17

18
10.30   Morning 
Service Revd Donald 
Ker

6.30  Healing and 
Holy Communion  
Revd Ken Howcroft

19

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

7.30  Church 
Council

20
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Keep Fit

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

21

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

22

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

23

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

24

25

10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Ken 
Howcroft

4.00 Ordination 
service

26

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

27

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Keep Fit

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

28
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

11.00    Soupa Talks 
Coach Trip to 
Sudbury Hall

29

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

30

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

15 Printed by Additional Curates Society

Half term
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Blossomfield Road
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0121 705 7367

10.00 pm

10.30 pm

11.00 pm

11.15 pm

11.30 pm

Midnight

Everyone who saw SMASH’s production of the Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe were amazed to see the church completely back to 
normal ready for worship on the Sunday morning.   
Here are the pictures to show how slick the operation was.   
Incredibly everything was back in its place by midnight.
Well done SMASH team

This is one of the major events in our church’s year, when we are 
joined by other  local churches.    It was much the same as previous 
years, it had lost none of its sparkle. 

The car wash caused some seriously comical moments as the roof 
of one car proved too large to be reached fully.  The plant stall had 
its usual rich variety of plants, with lots of vegetables and there 
seemed hundreds of runner beans from the Stoakleys’ greenhouse.   
What choices there were as well on the cake stall!   It was so 
difficult to decide which was the ‘baddest’ and represented the 
biggest temptation!   There were bargains such as a bag of books 
for £1 and the rich promise of pots of jam and marmalade, but most 
of all there was camaraderie.  How special it was to be alongside 
friends from other churches in Solihull. 

The total money raised was well over £2000.    Well done especially 
to Derek Giles who masterminded all that went on for his last time. 

Lawrie Rumens


