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Anno Domini was such an apt piece of music to celebrate that 
our church building is 80 years old.   One of Peter Farndon's 
many skills is choosing interesting new music to entertain and 
uplift us. For this we thank him. 

The Solihull Methodist Community Choir and band gathered 
and what an audience arrived! Joan Parman and Zoe Ehiogu
were our two eloquent narrators between the music and their 
words added greatly to the message. There was a huge 
difference in age amongst the choir, from Paige Godfree
through to our most experienced singers like Ann Pardoe, Vic 
White and Ray Dickinson.

Anno Domini was a varied and interesting piece telling the 
story from the Creation, through the birth of Jesus and on to 
the Resurrection and the present day. The combination of our 
favourite soloists, lively children, young people and new faces 
was great. Some of the songs had words we knew well but with 
new tunes to change their rhythm. Katy Luong (nee Giles) 
brought two of her daughters and all sang beautifully. Proof of 
the renewing life of our church. 

But that wasn't all. Concert over, chairs rearranged a little, the 
scones arrived and a very companionable cream tea 
commenced.    What a lovely party. 

Alan Faulkner

Church 80th Anniversary



The children taking part 

The Band

Star singing a solo

Rev Dr Stuart Burgess preached at the 
special Anniversary service on the 
Sunday morning.   The celebration 
continued with everyone offered a 
piece of Anniversary cake as they left 
the church

Soloists

Peter Farndon in 
command!

2

The Cream Tea
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Stella and Roy Clemas met while Roy was at 
Richmond College and Stella at Southlands. They 
were married at Pleck Methodist Church in Walsall on 
6th August 1957.  After their wedding they 
honeymooned in France.

They have lived in South Wales, Buckinghamshire, 
Wolverhampton, Sheffield before finally settling in 
Solihull. They have two daughters, Rosalind and 
Caroline and three grandchildren Paul, Emma and 
Luke who keep them young.

Peter and Margery Benson celebrate 50 years of marriage 
this month.   They were married at Bank Street Unitarian 
Chapel, Bolton on 1 July 1967 and started their married 
life in Holcombe Brook, near Bury, where their daughters 
Kathryn and Janet were born. 

In 1980 they moved to Solihull following Peter’s business 
career progression to Birmingham and where Margery 
continued her teaching career.

Death
We are sorry to announce the death of Jean Stone.    
Our thoughts and prayers are with Alan and  her 
family and friends

Correction
Stuart Aldridge received his 50 year certificate from 
Mark Aldridge.  Mark is Secretary of the Circuit Local 
Preachers Meeting.

Tuesday 18th July    
6.30 for 7.00 pm

79 Silhill Hall Road

See Bryan Fitter if you would like to come 
along                      

£5                     All welcome
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BACK TO THE FUTURE!
Hello again! It is good to be back with you after six weeks of 
study leave. Thanks to everyone for helping out whilst I 
have been away, particularly Peter Bates whose bounce-
back-ability is rapidly becoming legendary!

It was also good to be away for a short time, although it did 
not feel like that when I went under the knife again in the 
first week. The medics had discovered a flaw in one of the 
leads to my pacemaker, which meant that whereas I was 
fine, the pacemaker was not.   So they decided that they 
would have to replace that lead. At one level, the timing 
was fortunate in that I did not have to cancel meetings and 
other commitments. At another level, it was very 
frustrating in that I could not work at the speed that I had 
intended in the first two weeks. The only solution was to 
revise my expectations, and then I got a lot done.

Relationships and Marriage
What I did manage to get done was a lot of study and work 
around the theme of marriage and relationships. That is 
because the Methodist Conference has asked me to chair a 
Working Party on Marriage and Relationships to propose a 
new formal statement of the judgement of the Church on 
these matters (and I have given up other things that I had 
been doing for the wider church in order to have the time 
to do it).   I quickly came to the conclusion that the title 
should be the other way round.  As human beings, we are 
all made for relationships, and marriage is just one 
specialised form of relationship. I have also become aware 
that the main question is not whether people of the same 
sex should be able to marry each other in a church 
(although that is a question), but what marriage actually is 
and how gospel values affect it.  If you show people our 
current definition of marriage and statement about it and 
ask whether they find them appropriate even for 
heterosexual relationships, or whether they adequately 
describe their feelings and experience if they are married, 
most say “No”! But if you then ask them to say what would 
be adequate or appropriate, they tend to flounder.
More of that (if you are interested) anon.

Mental Health and Illness
Another thing that I did whilst away was prepare and lead a 
workshop on “A theology of Mental Illness” at a big 
conference run by the Methodist Church on Mental Health 
Matters. We had a fascinating hour and a half exploring 
whether we can talk of God when addressing what we now 
describe in terms of ‘mental illness’?  How does the Bible 
talk of these things?  What, if anything, do the two ways of 
speaking about these things have to contribute to each 
other?  We also explored together some of the relevant 
biblical texts. This is a session that I could repeat here at 
Solihull. Let me know if you would find it interesting.

Worship
Whilst away, I have also been reflecting on the importance 
of worship in our lives as individuals and as a church. It is 
good to see that we have just arrived at the last of the ten 
Holy Habits that we are considering, and that it is about 
worship. In the Holy Habit booklet there are some excellent 
Bible studies by our friend and colleague, Donald Ker. 

The word “worship” comes from the idea of “worth-ship”. 
Worship is where we:

• give worth to God;

• receive the worth from God that God is always 
seeking to give us;

• share with God in giving worth to others and the 
world.

Sharing worth with others takes us into the realm of 
mission. The first thing to note, therefore, is that worship 
and mission are two sides of the same coin. They are 
inextricable linked.

The second thing to note is that worship is something that 
we can and should engage with all the time, in every place 
and every activity and experience.   It is not confined to 
what happens when we come to a particular shared act of 
worship (say at 10.30 on a Sunday morning).  What 
happens in that act of worship is that we concentrate on 
the dynamic of worship.  It is as if we focus it through a 
lens, so that all the light that is around us all the time is 
magnified unto the point where it starts to set us on fire. In 
other words, an act of worship focusses and then inspires 
the worshipping that we engage in all the time.

When we come to an act of worship there is a sense that 
we need to be able to “Feel at Home” (as the strapline for 
our Church has it).   We find friendly, welcoming people 
because we are all there with a friendly, welcoming God. It 
is all very sociable and comforting.   But the friendly, loving 
God who welcomes us is not our comfort blanket or 
plaything.  The loving God we experience and know is also 
transcendent, and much more than we can fully 
understand. J B Phillips once said “Your God is too small!”. 
So our coming to be with God in an act of worship should 
also have moments of challenge and otherness, where we 
are anything but feeling “at home”. John Donne once said 
something like “I need your thunders, O Lord: your 
comforts no longer suffice me”. 

There may some amongst us who cannot relate to that at 
all. There may be others for who it strikes a chord. I would 
be happy to talk more about it. Or, if you do not want to 
talk with me, you can talk to each other!



Message cont.

In worship linked with mission we gather round the Word 
of God, sharing our insights into the gospel in order to 
discover the Holy Spirit’s insight amongst us and hear God 
speaking to us in our day and age (whether about marriage, 
mental health or whatever). We also gather round the table 
in order to be fed by Christ and transformed as individuals 
and a community into the body of Christ.  Then we disperse 
to live as the body of Christ in the world.

At the end of June we hosted a wonderful ordination 
service  in our church on behalf of the Methodist 
Conference. Four years ago I wrote a hymn for those 
services to be sung whilst people received communion. It is 
set to the tune “Epiphany” (which is also used for the hymn 
“Brightest and best”).  It is about all of us, not just those 
becoming ministers.

Dear Lord in heaven, we come as your people,
made in your image, our weakness you know.
Now may your Spirit both bless and transform us
into the body of Christ here below. 

We thank you, Lord, for the gifts of these people,
called as disciples to kneel in this place.
Now may your Spirit both bless and transform them,
ordained Christ’s agents who minister grace.

We thank you, Lord, for these gifts of creation, 
made bread and wine, to sustain everyone.
Now may your Spirit both bless and transform them
into the body and blood of your Son.

Bread, wine, these servants, ourselves as your people,
we offer now and receive them once more,
joined in Christ’s body and called in his service,
filled by your Spirit to love and adore. 

Ken

As we come to the formal end of our Holy Habits 
programme we will be holding a closing event to 

celebrate everything we've learned. 

The theme will be GOING DEEPER as we look 
forward and unpack how we can continue to use 

the habits in the future.

Sunday 16th July 
3.00 pm

at Shirley Methodist Church

It will include workshops on each of the habits in 
the afternoon, followed by a meal, and then an 

act of worship.
It will also be our World Church event.

Holy Habits finale
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The pictures are coming! The pictures are coming!   I am 
already getting excited. I hope that you will too. 

I want you to come and see.  Why? You could look at them 
on a screen or in a brochure. But that misses out on the 
physical effect of them on your senses. Somehow an 
image is more embodied when it is a painting that is in 
front of you.

You might think that you are not the sort of person who 
goes to look at art, and that you do not know enough to 
understand what the pictures mean. But you do not have 
to ask yourself what each one means. The question is, 
what does it do to you? Each reaction will tell you 
something about the painting, and something about you.   
Some you may dislike.   Some you may be immediately 
attracted to. Some may have no effect on you at first.   
And some you may find yourself looking at for a long time, 
or coming back to again and again, and gradually coming 
to love. 

These paintings are not very abstract. They are 
representational, in that they re-present to us scenes from 
life as we know it, stories from the Bible, and ourselves. 
They help us suddenly see each of them more clearly, and 
to see God in it all. 

The centre-piece of the show will be on display in Solihull 
Library. It is the “Dalit Madonna” (c.2002) by the Pune-
born Catholic artist Jyoti Sahi. “Dalit”, meaning “broken”, 
is a name used by the Untouchable class of people to 
describe themselves. What do you see? An Indian mother 
with a child? Shapes suggesting the “mother” and “baby” 
grinding stones at the heart of the traditional Indian 
home? A womb with a baby in it? Mary and Jesus? 

All of those things and more. Come and see for yourself! 
Bring your friends!   Keep coming back!   Don’t miss out!

7th – 30th September

Courtyard Gallery, Solihull Library

Solihull Methodist Church



.

I've enjoyed every minute, and all three of my girls have had 
great experiences as they moved through the Brownie ranks, 
then returned as helpers. Rachel is still planning to return next 
year as part of her Silver DofE award.

My twin girls joined Brownies at the Methodist church 
hall in September 2005. I knew many of the folk well 
because I had previously enjoyed taking my girls as 
toddlers to Pushchair Club which was then run by Liz 
Pickles; I encouraged other members of the Solihull 
Twins Club to visit too.

Debbie Evans was the leader back then, but she was only 
ever going to do the job for two years. So in December 
2006 I joined Girl Guiding and came every week as a 
helper, then took over as leader in July 2007.

During my 10 year involvement we celebrated 100 years 
of Girguiding in 2010, with activity trips to the NEC, 
Stratford upon Avon on a steam train and Drayton 
Manor Park, and planted two commemorative rose 
bushes in the church garden.

In 2012 our unit was 50 years old so I invited back all the 

previous leaders for a big party to celebrate.
Somewhere under the stage in the hall is a golden 
time capsule with memories from that occasion!

During my time as leader I've taken part in 5 Brownie 
holidays in Mancetter, with themes ranging from 
Pirates to Pampering to Harry Potter! We've also 
made good use of the Nicol's lovely pool, having 
visited every year since I started - many thanks to 
them for their kind hospitality. 

I've enjoyed every minute, and all three of my girls 
have had great experiences as they moved through 
the Brownie ranks, then returned as helpers. Rachel 
is still planning to return next year as part of her 
Silver DofE award.                                               Jo Hill

6

Enrolment in the park

12th – 16th September
Church and Library

11 am – 5 pm
Flowers to compliment 

the paintings by 
Solihull Flower Club and 

friends

Thursday 7th Sept  1.00 pm Harp Recital  by Freya Brylk-Mee

Saturday 9th Sept  7.00 pm  Popular and light classical music by 
Nigel Ogden
Presenter of BBC Radio 2's ‘The Organist 

Entertains' 

Thursday 14th Sept   1.00 pm   Reynalds Cross School Choir

Thursday 21st Sept   1.00 pm   Organ Recital by Barry Davis

Thursday 28th Sept  1.00 pm  Contact Choir

Saturday 30th Sept   7.00 pm   Come, See and Hear
Choral music related to the paintings
Solihull Methodist Community Choir



Our wonderful class has been going for over 2 years, every 
week except a few holidays, what a tremendous achievement 
for your health and well-being as well as positive contribution 
to the Church. 
I and our nice community would LOVE LOVE to see you 
continue coming to our session and bringing your friends too. 
We welcome all sort of mobilities and adapt to suit your needs, 
mainly aerobics exercise that works on our heart muscle but 
we do a lot of other workout for our balance & strength. 
I have people feedback to say how the blood circulation has 
improved , kept the swelling at bay, more mobility gain on their 
joints etc.   No-one is expected to be on top of their form.  We 
all have down days, feeling off colour, rushing around jobs or 
general set back. Whatever issues it might be, you'll always be 
greeted with positive vibe in class to "give you a lift", as always 
it's with very friendly people never competitive, choose a level 
to suit you. The only person that makes the fool of herself 
constantly will be me
So please come to join us.   Doesn't matter if you haven't been 
for a while - we would love to see you again, truly!! And BRING 
A FRIEND will make things so much easier!   Share the joy!

Nora
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The church council met on Monday 19th June.   These 
are the main items of business:
• Diane Horsler is the new Church Council Secretary 

and Fiona Gilyead is the new Catering Coordinator.  
Stella Staight is stepping down from the role of Young 
Church Coordinator.

• The Ways and Means Committee proposed new 
accountancy  protocols to bring church practices in 
line with the Charity Commission requirements.   
Expenditure over £20 will require 2 signatures and 
there is a new protocol for handling money from 
fund raising events.    These protocols were 
endorsed.

• A legacy for £10,000 has been received from Peggy 
Mullineux to be used for ‘Sunday School’

• Giving to Connexional and other funds had been 
reassessed and would now total £7000 this year.

• The church finances are on track for this financial 
year.

• The Council agreed to explore the possibility of using 
an outside agency to issue and impose fines on rogue 
users of the church car park.

• It was agreed that Edgbaston High School for girls 

would not have an arrangement to use the church 
car park for their mini bus to collect and drop off 
pupils, nor their parents to park.

• The circuit is developing a corporate vision and 
strategy for the future.

• The Finding the Way Forward group submitted an 
interim report.   There was discussion about the 
wording of the vision statement and there should be 
general ‘ownership’ of the statement.    It was agreed 
to hold a special church council meeting on Saturday 
23rd September (9am – 1 pm)  in the church hall.   All 
church members would be invited to attend.

• Only 100 copies of the church handbook would be 
printed to save wastage and they would be available 
to be picked up rather than be distributed with the 
Messenger.   It was agreed that an electronic version 
would be available on request. 

• Churches Together in Central Solihull have a  number 
of 'Understanding Dementia'  videos and these could 
be made available for member churches. There may 
be a possibility of extending this support for people 
experiencing early onset dementia. 

Sue Balmer



The 5th June saw the start of the men’s annual 
walking holiday in the Lake District. It’s fair to say 
the weather was less than kind. The group met at 
Castlerigg Stone circle in a downpour, some went 
off to walk on the disused railway line and the 
remainder walked to Tewit Tarn.

The following day dawned with low cloud and rain 
but walks were taken round Brothers Water and 
Grasmere and a visit organised to Cockermouth to 
visit Wordsworth’s house.

Wednesday saw sunshine but strong winds so it 
was low level walking round Crummock Water and 
a boat cruise round Windermere followed by a visit 
to the Motor Museum.

Thursday was back to heavy rain but this did not 
deter the intrepid walkers who climbed High Pike

while others visited Elterwater
and Little Langdale, with the more 
sensible visiting Keswick and the 
Pencil Museum.

It was a great holiday in spite of 
the weather.    One has to 
convince oneself that the Lake 
District is beautiful in the rain, but 
it was good to meet with old 
friends and enjoy their company.

Thanks as usual go to Don Walker 
and Reg Bywell for organising the 
trip and keeping everyone in 
order.

Next year’s holiday is already 
booked!

Bryan Fitter
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Thank you so much to all who supported our ‘Open 
Garden’ afternoon in aid of the Solihull Branch of the MS 
Society.  Your generosity and friendship resulted in a sun 
filled gathering and £921 towards helping as many as 
possible of the 400 or so people in our district with MS. 
Thank you again.

Jane Elmer

Last autumn it was agreed that the roses in the 
flowers beds in the church grounds bordering 
Station Approach had got past their best.    They 
were dug out with help from Peter Stoakley and Liz 
Prater and Liz replanted the border.    This picture 
shows how colourful the border was a few weeks 
ago.  

Sunday 10th July
Gardens will be open for you to visit 

from 
2.30 pm – 5.00 pm

In aid of MHA



The Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church (the CFB) is delighted to establish 
a new academic scholarship in honour of Bill Seddon. Bill stepped down as the CFB's 
Chief Executive Officer last December, before retiring in February 2017, having 
worked for the organisation for over thirty two years.

He worked tirelessly to promote a Christian approach to investment within the UK and 
overseas, bringing together faith groups and corporate management to address 
critical ethical investment issues.

Through the scholarship we are looking to honour Bill's legacy and find the next 
generation of Christian thinkers and leaders in the world of ethical investment.

Full details of the scholarship are provided below. The successful applicant will be 
chosen by Bill's replacement David Palmer, the new CEO of the Central Finance Board.                         
Good luck to all applicants!

Scholarship details
➢ The successful applicant will receive £2,000 per annum 

for up to 3 years.

➢ The scholarship will commence in academic year 
2017/2018.

➢ Applications should be emailed to 
scholarship@cfbmethodistchurch.org.uk.

➢ The deadline for receipt of applications is 31 July 2017.

➢ The written work submitted must be the sole work of 
the applicant.

➢ With your application please include the following 
information: full name, address, date of birth and email 
address.

➢ Also provide the name of your university; the subject 
you are studying/planning to study; the year you are in 
or if starting this year or later, when your course 
commences. Proof of university offer will be required.

➢ Please note that annual proof of academic success will 
be required in order to continue to receive the 
scholarship.

➢ Please also provide details of your connection with 
Methodism and relevant contact details (e.g. your 
Methodist School or Church) for verification.

➢ The successful applicant will be announced by 31 
August 2017.
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Following the election results, the President and Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference, the Revd Dr Roger 
L Walton and Ms Rachel Lampard MBE, made the 
following statement:

Today we are grateful that the people of the United 
Kingdom are able to debate and vote peacefully, and to 
elect our leaders democratically.

The importance of this is all too apparent in the aftermath 
of the atrocities suffered in Manchester and London during 
the election campaign. While acts of terrorism seek to 
undermine our democracy, by choosing to cast their ballot 
yesterday people demonstrated a commitment to a 
hopeful and just future for our country.

Some will be pleased by the outcome, some will be 
disappointed, others will be concerned. We invite you to 
pray for those working to form a government and for all of 
our newly elected MPs, that they may represent 
constituents' concerns and interests in the House of 
Commons with wisdom, compassion and dedication. We 
also ask you to remember all those who make the 

democratic process possible, from council officials to those 
who put themselves forward for election, often at great 
personal cost.

A hung Parliament is a reminder that politics does not end 
with elections. As the Government is formed, at a time of 
uncertainty for our country, we call on all members of 
Parliament to act in ways that will build a society with the 
common good at its heart. We commit ourselves and ask 
the Methodist people to be active participants in our 
democracy, encouraging and challenging those who have 
been elected. We are called particularly to advocate for the 
needs of the most vulnerable in our society and world.

Finally, we rejoice in God's promise that the Kingdom of 
God is coming, and recognise that it is also ushered in today 
when we embrace principles of justice, mercy and peace; 
may we continue to do so.

Revd Dr Roger L Walton, President of the Methodist 
Conference

Ms Rachel Lampard MBE, Vice-President of the Methodist 
Conference

mailto:scholarship@cfbmethodistchurch.org.uk


11

God looking down from his heaven one day
Saw all the ozone fading away
He noticed the oceans polluted with oil
And all of the chemicals killing the soil

He saw all the forests denuded of wood
‘Oh why did I bother to make it so good?’
He saw all the poisonous fumes in the air
Most of the meadowlands no longer there

Beautiful creatures exploited and gone
All of their features so perfect each one
He saw all the nations disrupted by war
‘Oh why are they fighting and what is it for?’

People still smoking, money to burn
Coughing and choking, ‘when will they learn?’

Suicide bombers destroying the earth
Why do they do it and what is it worth?’

He saw people laughing but crying inside
Lost and bewildered or trying to hide
Families in turmoil drifting apart
Grasping at shadows, to make a new start

He saw how the selfish were doing their best
Amassing great wealth and forgetting the rest
He saw all the avarice, cruelty and greed
And all of the multitudes dying in need

He saw all the suffering, starving and lame
And wondered why people said God was to blame

John Seville

Grow your own food from scraps?
When I was a youngster it was quite common to sprinkle some mustard and 
cress seeds on some damp linen on a dish on the windowsill, watch the 
seedlings grow and enjoy the ‘crop’ when ready. I have just been alerted to a 
little book titled Don’t throw it, Grow it! by Deborah Peterson which expands 
the idea into a windowsill garden. Deborah explains how the ends of 
vegetables like carrots, lettuce and green onions and herbs like basil and 
coriander, and stones (seeds) like avocado, all of which would otherwise be 
simply thrown away, can give second crops or decorative green displays.  Her 
book, in paperback, giving all the details is readily available. Used copies can 
be had for £2.29. 

BorroClub
I recommended BorroClub last September and caught up with the company again at Solihull’s Green Fayre this 
June. Borroclub is a scheme where someone’s infrequently used item, like a gazebo, power washer, candy floss 
maker, scaffold tower, can be hired to someone else needing it for just one job. It is environmentally friendly 
because it reduces the number of such items needed.  I understand the business is growing slowly with the good 
news that there have been no problems at all so far with the items, payments or deposits. Key in 
www.borroclub.co.uk for more info.

Richard Balmer

At the Scouts’ County Camp in September they are planning a giant art 
project using plastic tops from milk bottles, cartons and pop bottles etc.      
They need thousands.   Sarah Shinner is putting out boxes – in the church 
hall. So while the boxes are there (probably until September), please keep 
your bottle tops from your recycle bin and put them in the boxes  (Note 
they want the tops not the whole bottles!) 

http://www.borroclub.org.uk/


The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff 
Horton,  Revd Ken Howcroft, Bill 

Penny and  Lawrie Rumens. 

Please send material for publication 
to

messenger@solihull-
methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles 
if necessary.

Please send photographs 
separately as  jpeg files.

NB. Last date for September 
Messenger items is 

8th August
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Saturday 15th July
7.00 pm

Solihull Methodist Church                   £10

Thanks to Lawrie Rumens our weekly e-news bulletin has reached its 
700th edition.

Running for an impressive 14 years (and counting),   The Prattle, features 
all the news and events you would expect from a church newsletter, 
helpfully delivered to members and friends past and present straight to 
their inbox. 

Online newsletters can be a great way to keep everyone in the loop, 
save on paper, and you don’t have to be a tech-wiz to do them.

If you want to receive the Prattle talk to Lawrie Rumens

Prattle 700th

edition

For a short time Dan played the piano and organ at church and it was fantastic.  
He has gone on to greater things and it will be wonderful to have him back.
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Stella Staight
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

You are invited to a

FANTASTIC

Saturday 8th July 
11am - 8pm

Earlswood Methodist Church
Wood Lane, Solihull B94 5JR

For Year 6 - Year 13 
Come along to a fun packed day.

BBQ and inflatable slide, team games, 

worship, wood walk, rounders,
football

Please email Tina if you’re coming for
BBQ numbers:

Wednesday 2nd August
Leave the church car park at 11 am

See Bryan Fitter to book a seat.



July Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

2

9.00  Holy   
Communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft 

10.30  Holy 
communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

8.00  Prayer space 

3

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

4

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

5

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

6

1.00   Recital  Linda 
Bates

2.00   Thursday 
cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

7

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

8

9.00 Saturday Dads

9  

10.30   Morning 
Service    Revd Peter 
Bates

2.30   Open Gardens 
in aid of MHA

6.00 Film   'I Daniel 
Blake', in the church

10

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

11

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

12

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

13

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

14

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

15

7.00   songs from 
the West end – Dan 
Jarvis and friends

16
10.30   Morning 
Service    Fiona 
Beadle

4.00  Holy Habits 
Final service at 
Shirley 

17

10.15     Jelly 
Babies

1.15     Jelly Tots

7.30      Scouts

18
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps 
5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6.30  Housegroups
BBQ

19

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

20

9.30   Ramble

2.00   Thursday 
cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

21

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

22

23

10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Ken 
Howcroft

6.30  Healing and 
Holy Communion  
Revd Vicki 
Atkinson

24 25

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.30 Men’s
Coffee  morning

1.30 Spring Steps

26
10.00  Morning

prayers

27

8.15  Badminton

28 29

30

10.30   Morning 
Service

31

14 Printed by Additional Curates Society



August Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1 2
10.00  Morning

prayers

11.00   Soupa Talks 
coach trip to 
Ashwood Nurseries

3
8.15  Badminton

4 5

6

9.00   Holy
Communion Revd

Peter Bates

10.30  Morning 
Service Revd Peter 
Bates 

8.00  Prayer space 

7 8

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

9

10.00  Morning
prayers

10

8.15  Badminton

11 12

13

10.30   Holy 
Communion   Revd
Ken Howcroft

14 15

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

16

10.00  Morning
prayers

17

9.30   Ramble

8.15  Badminton

18 19

20
10.30   Morning 
Service Eric 
Fawthrop

21 22
9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

23

10.00  Morning
prayers

24

8.15  Badminton

25 26

27

10.30   Morning 
Service  Rev Ken 
Howcroft

28 29

9.30  Holy          
Communion

1.30  Spring Steps

30
10.00  Morning

prayers

31

8.15  Badminton

15 Printed by Additional Curates Society

The formal Welcome Service for

Rev Helen Cameron 
as Chair of the Northampton District

Saturday 26th August , 2.00pm 
at Christ the Cornerstone in Milton Keynes 

This massive church seats 600! 
We are all welcome to attend to support Helen 

Film showing

Sunday 9th July 
6.00 pm in the church 

Daniel Blake (Dave Johns) is a 59-year-old widowed 
carpenter who must rely on welfare after a recent heart 
attack leaves him unable to work. Despite his doctor's 

diagnosis, British authorities deny Blake's benefits and tell 
him to return to his job. As Daniel navigates his way 

through an agonizing appeal process, he begins to develop 
a strong bond with a destitute, single mother (Hayley 
Squires) who's struggling to take care of 2 children.



www.solihull-methodist.org.uk

Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

Earlier this month lots of families from across the Birmingham 
Circuit gathered together at Earlswood Methodist Church for an 
afternoon of family fun, games and activities, followed by a 
delicious cream tea.

Some people used the specially arranged coaches; and while the 
weather held off the children enjoyed traditional races with egg 
and spoon and sacks races, followed by several rounds of tug-of-
war.    Two bouncy castles, cricket and face painting rounded off 
the activities. 

In the main hall smaller children enjoyed playing bounce-the-
teddy with a large, colourful parachute and then listening to a 
lovely story. Everyone then joined in a time of action songs 
worship before it was time for family picnics and an opportunity 
to pet the visiting bunnies, from local charity, Fat Fluffs.

Circuit organiser Tina Brooker said: “It was a super time together 
and great to see folk from all over the Circuit joining together 
having lots of fun and being part of our wonderful Circuit church 
family.”

Tina Brooker

The picture of the mummy as a mummy. 
"This is one of our mums from church, but 

who is it?“

Playing with our lovely
parachute

The tug of war.
Andy did a great 

job at leading our 
tug of war game


