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A walk-through Advent 
Calendar

Follow the stars laid out in a simple maze in 
the church to walk through Advent.   

There will be activities for both adults and 
children to explore the Christmas story 
through craft, food, music, paintings, 
readings, prayer, and quiet reflection.

Thursday 14th December 2.00 - 6.00 pm

Friday 15th December 10.00 -3.00 pm

Saturday 16th December 10.00 - 3.00 pm
including Carol Singing at 2pm

Christmas services

3rd Dec     10.30 am   Advent Service

10th Dec   10.30 am   Gift Service       

17th Dec   10.30 am   Communion  
6.30 pm    Candlelight Carol Service       

24th Dec  Christmas Eve  
10.30 am   Lessons and Carols  
3.30 pm     Messy Crib Service  
11.15 pm   Christmas Eve

Communion       

25th Dec   Christmas Day  
10.30 am   Christmas Celebration

Star made by Amelia, Ava and Annabel of 11th Solihull Brownies
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Derek and Chris Giles recently visited Mike and Jo Crockett in 
South Africa and took with them a card with greetings from  
Solihull.    Mike’s covering note said  “What a blessing and joy it 
was for us to read your kind good wishes. Peace and love from 
Michelle, Jo and Mike.” 

Jean Carter has just welcomed her 
10th great grandchild.   Oliver Ivan 
James Carter was born to Ben and 
Dulcie Carter in Canada and weighed 
8 lbs

Peter Stoakley celebrated his 
80th birthday in November.   

10th great 
grandchild

The marriage of Thomas Branson and 
Hannah Chapman took place at St Alphege
Church on Saturday 4th November 
2017. Brothers Matt and Andrew were 
joint Best Men and sister, Charlotte was 
one of the bridesmaids.

Sunday 24th December from 3.30 - 5.00 pm

Come along to a Christmas Messy Church. There will be a warm 
welcome for all the family, the nativity story, craft, dressing up, 

games, singing, and a cooked meal.

Stay for the whole event or drop in for part of it.



Eunice Watson
Long standing members of our church will remember Eunice who 
worshipped with us regularly from 1955. She was 86 when she died in 
October. She was born in Tipton, near Dudley and educated at Dudley 
High School. After a brief spell at Southlands Teacher's Training College 
in London she decided that teaching was not for her and she took a 
course in Business and Office Skills at Smethwick Technical College 
where she did very well, scoring highly in mathematics and shorthand.

Her first secretarial job was at the Steel Works , Stewart Lloyd  and she 
then worked for Whales.

Eunice  had first met her future husband, Stan, at the Wesley Methodist 
Youth Club in Oldbury when she was 16. Their friendship developed into 
romance and they were married in April 1955.  Their first married home 
was in Bradbury Road, Olton where they lived for 20 years, worshipping 
at Solihull Methodist Church and enjoying holidays at home and abroad.  
They had two children – Helen , born in 1957, followed by Stephen in 
1960.  They moved to Knowle for 18 years and their final home was in 
Lapworth.

Eunice's main interests were in flower-arranging, listening to classical 
musical, eating out and visiting National Trust properties. Within the life 
of the church she and Stan were Guild members; she was a pastoral 
visitor, Treasurer for Contact and Secretary of the Church Family 
Committee. She was very much family orientated, taking great interest 
in the lives of her children and grandchildren. All who knew her 
remember her kindness and her ready smile and her efficiency in 
whatever responsibility she undertook.

Sadly, Eunice's health deteriorated in recent years, accelerated by a fall

at a WI lunch, but she received excellent  
medical care at Lapworth Surgery and 
Warwick Hospital and she never lost her 
sharp mind 

She is missed by her family and friends, 
particularly by Helen and Steve and her 
grandchildren Rebecca, William and Daniel 
of whom she was very proud.

We send our blessings to them all.

Sylvia Bailey

With over 50 years as an adult leader Iain Waddell was invited to the National 
Service of Thanksgiving for the Scouts and Guides at Westminster Abbey. 

"On Saturday 4th November I found myself in Westminster Abbey amongst a 
distinguished congregation of the 'great and good' of the Scout and Guide 
Associations and the Lord Mayor of London. I had been invited to take part in 
the Annual National Service of Thanksgiving and was proud to represent 11th 
Solihull Scout Group.

I was able to get a seat in the main body of the cathedral sitting beside some 
good Scottish Scout Friends [with promise of lunch together to follow!]. Being 
in that great historic building with half an hour to spare before the service gave 
plenty of opportunity to drink in the amazing atmosphere! 

These services have taken place since 1959 and allow members of both 
Movements to pay tribute to their founders, Lord and Lady Baden-Powell. It is 
also a service of re-dedication and we heard testimonies from a Scout and a 
Guide as to the large impact Scouting and Guiding had played in their lives. The 
service was led by the Very Reverend Dr John Hall, the Dean of Westminster . 
All in all it was a moving occasion which will stay with me for some time to 
come." Thanks for sharing this with us Iain – a very well deserved occasion! 

50 years a Scout Leader
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“Taxi!”. “Where to?” “I’m not sure”. “Could be an 

expensive fare, then”. “I don’t know where we shall end 

up. But I know how to get there. Follow this Satnav!”.

Imagine you are with the Magi at that first Christmas –

you know, those people sometimes called Kings or Wise 

Ones. The world is in a mess. Nothing new there; but it 

seems worse this time, more dangerous. Armed forces 

are manoeuvring. Leaders are posturing, seeking to 

make their nations great again (and themselves 

greater?). The rich are getting richer, and the poor 

poorer. There are a growing number of economic 

migrants and refugees. 

People are wringing their hands in despair, or washing 

them of the problem by getting on with life and looking 

for reasons to party. But the Wise Ones are just getting 

on with what they do best. Today we would think of 

them as scientists. They notice something odd happening 

in the sky. Like the astronomers who followed signs that 

led them to announce this October that they had 

evidence of two neutron stars colliding, they want to 

know more. They follow the star or the light that appears 

to be moving through the heavens. 

It is heading for Jerusalem. To the Jews, the Wise Ones 

are not just scientists, but people of other faiths. They 

are not “God’s people in the special way that we are”. 

Not “one of us”. But they know that something is afoot; 

something that takes them beyond their previous 

knowledge and experience, and possibly beyond their 

comfort zones; something that may just have to do with 

God, whoever and whatever that means. They have 

heard that the Jews quote their Bible and talk of God 

coming to take back control of the world through a new 

king. They have the choice of stopping at home and 

partying, or taking the risk and going to see.

So they go. They follow the star. They go not knowing 

where the journey will take them or what they will find. 

But they go open to be surprised. They get there faster 

than the people who think of themselves as God’s 

people. That is because these Wise Ones do not just 

cherish the scriptures, they respond to them. They work 

it out logically and assume that a king will be in a palace, 

so they go there. But they end up in an animal house, 

looking not at an important, powerful king but at a 

vulnerable, migrant baby.

So this is how God comes into our lives, and turns the 

world upside down. Through vulnerable love.

Will you follow the star? Advent is not a celebration of 

Christmas that ends on Christmas Day. It is a time of 

journeying towards a celebration of Christmas that starts 

on Christmas Day, and goes on across the threshold of 

the New Year to the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6th

(one of my favourite festivals!). Then on Covenant 

Sunday – 14th January this year – we move from 

following the star to committing ourselves to following 

Jesus, to whom the star has led.

So following the star through Advent is a time of opening 

the doors in our lives just a little for God to come in. For 

some of us, Christmas is a fun time, a family time, a time 

for partying. For others, it is a difficult time, when we try 

to remember to put on a happy face so as not to upset 

others. Sometimes we experience both. We have people 

amongst us for whom life is very hard at the moment, 

and others for whom things seem great. Don’t worry 

about that. God loves us every which way. The question 

is whether we can we all be real enough to open the 

door a little to that love. 

The Jewish people looked for God to intervene decisively 

in the world through a king or special agent (a 

“Messiah”). Looking back, we celebrate the fact that God 

did come, through the birth of Jesus. Looking forward, 

we pray that Jesus will come to us again. As we celebrate 

both past and future in the present, we can discover that 

he comes to us now, so that when he comes to us in the 

future, he will find us prepared.

In this time before Christmas

things pass by like shooting stars;

whether leading to good things,

or heading for disaster,

is hard to tell.

As we journey on, one star

catches our attention, and

stops over a baby in a manger,

the still centre of our turning world
Ken



It was something of a surprise when we 
went into the lunchtime recital to see only 
one harp for the Birmingham Conservatoire 
Harpists.  They each played this superb 
instrument in turn – not together! 

Any initial disappointment disappeared 
when the course tutor Rita Schindler led the 
way with Contemplation by Renie.    Renie
was a harpist and only 23 when she wrote 
this.   Think Gymnopadie, beautiful and 
soulful – such expression from a top player. 
The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy followed 
– what brilliant variety.  

Emily Hopper then took over. How can she 
play so well in her first year at the 
Conservatoire?   She chose the Andante 
from Bach’s 2nd violin sonata,a minuet 
played on the harp and she went on to a 
piece by Zabel, Margaret at the Spinning 
Wheel. Wonderful expression – you could 
feel the wheel going round.  

Helena Bowen took us back to Bach with 
Etude No 3. You could sense his chorales 
moving into fluid melody before going back 
to chorale.  

Georgina Taylor, like Helena, is in her 
second year and it fell to her to end the 
concert – with considerable innovation.  
You may think you know Chanson de la Nuit 
but this was by Salzedo. 

As Georgina put it you could feel a touch of Arabian Nights. Starting 
with a conventional quiet evening song this quickly moved from 
market to bazaar with amazing sounds and rhythms – at times 
almost funky. What a show piece. Then she played a jazz piece Ten 
Past Two by Chertok. Perhaps think Brubeck but on the harp.

The applause went on and on – so richly deserved. We had been 
treated to 4 players here each of whom was simply spectacular .

Lawrie Rumens

Margaret Rumens designed another wonderful and  original floral 
display in the church on Remembrance Sunday. You see in the 
picture that it was a slim vertical design reflecting the yearning of 
people reaching upwards to be saved. 

Fragments of torn banana paper represent the international 
nature of wars and the torn and lost lives that result from conflict. 
The metal spikes are the barbed wire of war. The intertwined 
poppies are for those lives lost for us reaching up to a better place 
of peace.

Lawrie Rumens
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A different chair layout for the concert

Friday 1st December
10.30 – 11.30 am

Carrs Lane Church Centre
To be led by 

Revd Kathy Lloyd Roberts

All welcome
Coffee and tea served from 10.00 am

The Men’s Coffee Club were out to lunch 
with their lady friends at The Bridge Club 
in November. The guest speaker was 
Donald Ker.   

Donald’s son, Tim, had challenged him, 
while Donald was recently hospitalised, 
to come up with his Desert Island discs. 
What a difficult yet enjoyable exercise 
Donald found this given the major impact 
music has had through his life. 

So we tracked Donald’s life looking at 
places and buildings that made such an 
impression, starting with the church of 
his youth (University Road Belfast) with 
its grand singing and formal choir.  We 
enjoyed the Ronettes (church at 
11.30am, Sunday School at 3.00pm then 
rush home for Top of the Pops).  How 
grand his school (the Methodist College 
Belfast) looked and how influential was 
his music teacher. Then we heard Bach’s 
B Minor Mass as he recalled Trinity 
College Dublin and his first romantic 
steps with Sandra, with Bridge Over 
Troubled Water. With a step in

time we heard a Laudate from Taize, followed 
by  “Christ is the one who meets us here” 
from Iona.  We ended with another hymn -
Father of Everlasting Grace. 

What a treat. We had everything: humour, 
stories, insights, message, and above all a 
statement of faith that reached everyone   Do 
we have to wait a year? I want to hear his 
next eight! 

Lawrie Rumens
Revd Donald Ker



Britain’s Broken Promise: time for a new approach was a 
remarkable event organised by the Balfour Project at 
Central Hall, Westminster on 30th October.

It was remarkable not only in terms of the list of prominent 
speakers but, even more, for the sober way in which it 
meticulously exposed British history in Palestine.

It was described as an opportunity for reflection and it 
delivered well in this respect. Reflection ought to lead to 
action.

The programme guide for the event describes the 1917 
Balfour declaration as a first step towards the creation of a 
sanctuary for a persecuted people, the Jews.

The Balfour declaration pledged Britain’s support for a 
‘national home’ in Palestine for the Jewish people on the 
understanding that the rights of the ‘existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine’ would not be prejudiced.

Britain’s Contradictory Promises

The Balfour project’s film described the contradictory 
promises made by Britain to Jews and Palestinians during 
and after the first World War. This immediately set up a 
conflict between the communities over the right to self-
determination in Palestine. Britain secured a mandate 
from the League of Nations that included a ‘sacred trust’ 
to prepare the people of Palestine for independence. In 
the end Britaincould not do so. 

Here are some of the words of the excellent speakers.

Dr Peter Shambrook, The Balfour declaration shows that 
Britain can be as devious as any other country.
Acknowledging that would not be a sign of weakness  but 
rather a statement of our values today.

An unequal struggle 
Sir Vincent Fean, I lived in Jerusalem for 3 years, when I 
worked for our government. I went to the west bank 
village of Nabi Saleh to express condolences at the death of 
a young man from the village, shot dead by a sniper from 
the Israeli defence force during a demonstration at which 
some Palestinians threw stones. The dead man’s sister 
asked what recourse the family had. I had nothing to say. 
We both knew that there was no recourse to justice.

Dr Imad Karam and Lord David Owen We have lost sight 
of equal rights to security.
Dr Imad Karam The occupation will not end, so long as 
we, the international community, leave it to both sides to 
battle it out

International Law
Dr Philippa Whitford MP What we are seeing at the 
moment is conquest by concrete. In the international 
community if we do not have international law we have 
nothing.
Crispin Blunt MP The settler interest is as straight-
forward a breach of the 4th Geneva convention as its 
drafters could have imagined.

Time is not on our side
Lord David Owen Time is not on our side. There is a very 
real risk of another war in southern Lebanon and this 
would set back the whole peace process, reinforcing 
suspicions and fears.

The UK’s responsibility today
Tom Brake MP The UK government has a central role to 
play. This is not something that we can delegate to the 
Americans, we must take a lead on this.
Rt Rev Christopher Chessun I believe that the time is 
right for the UK to recognise Palestine. The UK 
government has evaded this responsibility.

From reflection to action – recognition of a Palestinian 
state
Dr Philippa Whitford MP  You can’t have a two state 
solution if you don’t recognise two states
Layla Moran MP (with reference to Boris Johnson’s 
comment “that the moment is not yet right to play that 
card”) this is not a game. Recognition of Palestine is not 
a card to be played but a right to be realised.

And finally …..
The Balfour project meeting launched the Balfour 
Centenary Declaration that has been signed so far by 
over 60 leading British personalities. In support 
prominent Israelis have also called for the recognition of 
Palestine.

Methodist Church website
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Westminster Central Hall
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On 18th October, it was good to be present at the regular 
business meeting for Churches Together in Central 
Solihull.  I have selected a few items to highlight and 
invite you to keep alert to notices about up-coming 
events that are organised on your behalf by the CTCS 
clergy and congregational representatives. 

Addressing social need
The meeting began with a wide-ranging and informative 
presentation about the work of Christians Against 
Poverty (CAP), a charity that supports people who have 
fallen into debt.  We were told by Pam Stableford of 
Dicken’s Heath Baptist Church and Chris Carrington of St 
Helen’s Church that this is so often a ‘silent’ issue in our 
communities. Through true stories we learned that 
people often find themselves feeling isolated, ashamed 
and in despair due to a series of events, often beyond 
their control, that leave them in financial difficulties. 

Christians Against Poverty, with its headquarters in 
Bradford, offers free, highly professional advice and 
support through local, trained counsellors and 
befrienders.  

Some members of Dicken’s Heath Baptist Church have 
recently undergone training and since August the church 
has become a CAP Money Management Centre to cover 
the South Solihull area.  At the next meeting in January, 
we at CTCS will consider the various ways in which we 
might support the Dicken’s Heath initiative and join 
them in this work. 

Good news and a vacancy
It is good to be able to report that an organiser has been 
found for the Christian Aid Coffee Morning held annually 
at our church during Christian Aid Week.  This means 
that this significant community event that raises 
substantial funds for the work of Christian Aid will still be 
able to take place next year. 

At the time of the meeting, however, nobody had yet 
come forward to volunteer as local Christian Aid 
treasurer, so please consider if you or someone you 
know might be able to fill this post.  I can find out further 
details for anyone who is interested. 

Sharing news of local church events
Father Dominic told us that St Alphege Choir are 
planning to sing Rachmaninov’s Vespers at St 
Augustine’s Church on 2nd December at 7.30pm.  
Everyone is warmly invited to this event. 

Our Covenant 
This year our Unity Service in January will have a 
particular significance as we will be renewing our 
Covenant to work as ‘Churches Together’.  Archbishop 
Bernard Longley has agreed to preach at this service and 
senior clergy from other denominations have been 
invited to attend.  

Please consider joining in this act of worship and 
commitment at Christ Church on 21st January beginning 
at 6.30 pm.  

Marjorie Roper 

Churches Together in Central Solihull

All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain are calling for 
support for an urgent appeal for refugees displaced by the 
recent violence in Myanmar.
Since late August, more than half a million people have fled 
violence in Myanmar's Rakhine State to Bangladesh for safety. 
Many of these people, mainly women and children, are 
currently living in temporary, unsanitary structures constructed 
out of plastic sheeting and bamboo, in informal camps and 
settlements. Refugees are arriving in Bangladesh exhausted 
and traumatised and the local host communities are struggling 
to respond to the scale of this disaster.

All We Can has initially responded in the Cox’s Bazar area of 
Bangladesh with essential food supplies for families that have 
fled the violence, but much more is needed to help with the 
situation.

All We Can Communications Manager, Laura Cook said: “Just 
£16 could provide a refugee with food supplies for six  months. 
We hope, with more funds raised, together we will be able 

to do even more for the most vulnerable people 
caught up in this crisis.”

All We Can, Methodist Church

Two-year-old Salma, a Rohingya refugee from Myanmar's 
Rhakine State, lays on a mattress in a feeding centre in 
Kutupalong refugee camp, Bangladesh

©Aurélie Marrier d'Unienville/IRIN
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Sunday 10th December
10.30 am

At the Gift Service this year, gifts will be collected for 
two charities. 

As part of the Church Project, new gloves, hats and 
bars of chocolate will be collected to be distributed 
to people who do not have a home.

There will also be the usual collection of new toys for 
The SWEET Project.   This is committed to helping 
vulnerable and at risk families in South Birmingham 
meet the challenges they face each day. 

Carol services
Candlelight service  

Sunday 17th December  6.30 pm

Lessons and Carols 
Solihull Methodist Community Choir singing 

“I hear the prophet calling”

Sunday 24th December 10.30 am

Come and join us

Thursday 4th January at 2:00pm.
Entertainment will be provided by the Birmingham 

Savoyards, includes afternoon tea.
All Welcome.

RSVP Diane Webb by 30th December to aid catering 
arrangements please.

There is no charge for this event

WOW!  What an amazing response to our shoebox appeal this year!  

124 shoeboxes collected!!  This included 12 filled shoeboxes from 
our friends at Trinity Church, Monkspath.

A Big, Big Thank You to everyone for your donations, not only filled 
shoeboxes but also many, many ‘filler’ gifts left in the collection 
boxes throughout the year.  Also, a huge thank you to all the 
‘Knitters’ for producing a colourful selection of 153 hats plus gloves, 
scarves, bags and purses.  Please keep knitting!  Patterns are always 
available in the church vestibule and church hall.

Please continue to support this worthwhile appeal throughout the 
year.  Collection boxes for ‘filler’ gifts are always available in the 
church vestibule and church hall foyer.

Your simple gifts will bring hope, joy and 
love     to so many hurting and needy 
children this Christmas.

Chris Cooke
9



Welcome wallets
Did you know that the church has Welcome Wallets, 
which we hand to newcomers for them to find out 
more about what goes on at Solihull Methodist 
Church?

You could take a Welcome Wallet when you introduce 
yourself to new neighbours who have moved near 
you.   It tells them about all the many activities that go 
on in our church and would provide a good talking 
point.

If you have new neighbours please take a Welcome 
Wallet from the back of the church (in a stand on the 
back cupboard) and take it with you when you go for a 
chat.

Diane Webb will be leading 3 reflections on

Journeying Through Advent With 
The Wise Men

at 10.30am  

on
Monday 27th November (MW room), 

Monday 4th December(room 4) 
Monday 11th December (MW room)

Saturday 20th January
7pm

Support the ‘I Have a Name ‘Church 
Project at this evening of song, music and 
poetry featuring St Alphege Song Squad 

and Young People from Solihull Methodist 
Church.

Tickets £8 (Adult) £4 (Child) including 
refreshments 

Tuesday 9th January
7.30 – 8.30
Longbridge

All teenagers Yearr 7 – Yearr 13
Cambridge Rd Methodist Church 

Saturday 27th January
6:00 – 8:00 pm

Pizza, worship and social events
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Our popular New Year's Day walk will take place at 10.30 am 
on Monday 1st January and is ideal both for ramblers and 
families with pushchairs. The venue is Earlswood Lakes and 
starts in a small recreation ground where toddlers can play on 
the swings and roundabouts if it is a fine day.

The first section of the walk takes about an hour which may be 
enough for small children. There is an extension, not so easily 
accessible for pushchairs, for those who would like to continue 
walking for another 30 minutes or so.

To find Earlswood from the Church 
• drive up Blossomfield Road to the Stratford Road 

roundabout and go straight across into Blackford Road.
• Continue over another roundabout, soon to bear left into 

Tanworth Road following the signs to Earlswood.
• On arrival in Earlswood at a crossroads turn right in front of 

the Reservoir Inn into Valley Road and almost immediately 
bear left where the Lake will appear on your left. 

• Half way across turn left with the Lake now both sides of 
you. On leaving the lakeside you are now in Malthouse lane 
and after 300 yards (just before a flat red post box) turn right 
into the car park.
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After the walk, back in Solihull, we are invited by 
Ken and Marion Howcroft to the Manse for soup 
and mince pies, a New Year Day's tradition which 
we have always much appreciated and enjoyed.

Any inquiries can be made to Martin.

The Messenger Team

Sue Balmer, Bryan Fitter, Jeff Horton,  Revd Ken 
Howcroft, Bill Penny, Lawrie Rumens and 

Sarah Shinner

Please send material for publication to
messenger@solihull-methodist.org.uk

We reserve the right to edit articles if necessary.

Please send photographs separately as  jpeg files

NB. Last date for February  Messenger items is 
9th January

Our church can often seem like a kaleidoscope. The patterns of 

people’s lives, and the shapes and colours of the roles they 

play are constantly changing. We want to take this opportunity 

of saying an enormous ‘thank you’ to Stella Staight. This 

autumn, Stella gave up the role of Young Church Co-ordinator 

(or Junior Church Superintendent as we once called it) which 

she has done so caringly, faithfully and well for a long time. 

Many teachers and helpers, and, above all, children are 

enormously in her debt – as is the whole church. 

But now Stella is moving on from something else as well. At the 

end of November, she will cease to be the Church 

Administrator in the office which she has done for over two 

years. That is a job where things keep coming at you from all 

directions, and again we and the users of our premises owe her 

a great deal. 

So, many, many thanks, Stella. Your leaving of these roles is sad 

for us, but perhaps opens up exciting possibilities for you. Bless 

you.

Now we want to say welcome to Janice Smith (the daughter of 

Stan and Ivy Fields). Janice comes with lots of experience of 

administration, and of church administration in particular. She 

will continue to work as the Circuit Administrator in the 

Blackheath and Halesowen circuit whilst taking on the role of 

Administrator with us. This will lead to some changes in which 

days she works here, and which Sian. More of that anon. For 

the moment, welcome, Janice! We look forward to working 

with you.                                                             Ken 



Climate Change Word Search
Can you find the 19 words linked to global warming in some way in this word search?

Answers in February Messenger 

Yorkshire Tea buy Wheelchairs
Yorkshire Tea products, including biscuits and cakes, carry barcodes. If cut off and sent 
to the Wheelchair Foundation at PO Box 658, Wetherby, LS22 9AD Yorkshire Tea 
donates a generous 3-4% of the purchase price to buy wheelchairs for the poor. The 
scheme seems well worth supporting. 

Unwanted computers: Good News!
Recycling unwanted computers has proved difficult, not because they are unwanted – far 
from it – but due to problems removing personal data from the hard disc. Recently a Guild 
speaker from TWAM (Tools With A Mission) said they can recycle any computer with an 
operating system of Windows XP or later, clean the hard disc and provide a certificate if 
needed. Another collection for TWAM is planned for end February. Please keep any 
unwanted computer until then or let Linda or John Innes have it now. 
TWAM also need sewing machines as well! Please keep those too.

After Church Coffee in January
This year the Greener Church Group will send all money raised to the Martineau Gardens. 

They have a programme which uses gardening as a therapy for vulnerable people, a win-win 
for the environment and better health!

Richard Balmer

P E B W K P P W X V P J D G D K E E Y

D M R I S I N G C L M F P X A N L E C

W F D E R U T A R E P M E T E P X F Z

L T E S Z C V L A B O L G R X O O O V

E Y N L P N Q V R G N A G D I J K W K

L L I E P R B O C A D Y G Y Z V C K M

N W A N X Q R N O S Z L H O C E A N S

E C L A G V H T S U N A M I K P N D Y

G E I P L P R E C I P I T A T I O N X

R V H R A V Y X E Q N Y V N S O A Z X

E A M A C F F E L J J E O O F K S X N

B P E L I A F A T M O S P H E R E U X

E O L O E P K E F O D W A R M I N G P

C R T S R F G Q C S D B C O P X D N R

I A I O A M W Z E E N A C I R R U H G

D T N U W N Z A I S E A L E V E L S N

C I G L S E N I B R U T D N I W H I X

O O E N V I R O N M E N T H B V V P L

G N M Y I J E S N O O H P Y T G E C R
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Tina Brooker
Youth, Family and Community worker 

Janice Smith
Church Administrator

Sian Musgreave-Spiby
Finance and Clerical Assistant

Church Office
0121 705 7367

Open to callers
9.15 – 11.15 am

Chris Giles
Pastoral Coordinator

Diane Webb
Pastoral and Community Worker

Church Team

Revd Ken Howcroft
Minister

Jesus Christ Superstar’ 

returns to 

Theatre Space in 

Solihull Methodist Church!

Our church’s music and drama group (SMASH) are 

already working hard in rehearsals for their next 

production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s classic ‘Jesus 

Christ Superstar’. This West-End favourite will be 

performed in the Church’s Theatre Space on 

Wednesday-Friday 21st-23rd March 

7:30pm  

Saturday 24th March 

2:00pm and 7:00pm. 

Following the success of last year’s online box office, 
the SMASH box office will be open from early 
December via our website (www.solihull-
smash.org.uk). You will be able to select the seats you 
want and pay for them online by credit/debit card. 
Tickets will also be available via telephone: 07506 
206892, or can be ordered and paid for by 
cash/cheque in person from the box office in the 
Church Hall after some Sunday morning services 

http://www.solihull-smash.org.uk/


December Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30  Guild   
Shaping my 
ministry  Rev Peter 
Bates

2

3 Advent 
Sunday

9.00  Holy 
communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
service Revd Donald 
Ker

8.00 pm Prayer 
Space

4

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

10.30   Advent 
Reflection

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

5

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

6

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

7

1.00 Organ recital

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

8

1.00   Soupa Talks 
Christmas Lunch

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

9

9.00 Saturday Dads

10
10.30   Gift and 
parade service  
Fiona Beadle

11

10.15    Pushchair 
club

10.30  Advent 
Reflection

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

12
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

13

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

14

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Follow the 
Star

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

15

10 – 3  Follow the 
Star

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30   Guild 
Christmas 
Miscellany

16

10 – 3.  Follow the 
Star

2.00 Carol singing

17

10.30    Holy 
communion    Revd
Ken Howcroft

6.30    Candlelight 
Carol service

18

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

19

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

20
10.00  Morning

prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

21

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Thursday cafe

22 23

24   Christmas 
Eve

10.30   Lessons and 
Carols    Revd Ken 
Howcroft

3.30   Messy Crib 
service 

11.15   Midnight 
communion 
service    Revd Ken 
Howcroft

25 Christmas 
Day

10.30  Christmas 
Celebration  Revd 
Ken Howcroft

26 27 28 29 30

31 Sunday
10.30   Morning 
service   Revd Peter 
Bates
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1

10.30   New Year’s 
Day Walk

2 3 4

1.00 Violin recital

2.00 Thursday Café 
New Year party

5

3.00  Guild   New 
Year Buffet

6

7

9.00  Holy 
communion  Revd
Ken Howcroft

10.30 Morning 
service Sydney Lake 

8.00 pm Prayer 
Space

8

10.15   Pushchair 
Club

1.15   Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

9

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

10

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00   Soupa Talks   
Intriguing Iran

11

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

12

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

13

9.00 Saturday Dads

14
10.30  Covenant 
service and 
Communion   Revd
Ken Howcroft

15

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

16
9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

12.30   Prayer Bring 
and Share lunch at 
Christ Church

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

17

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

18

9.30   Ramble

2.00 Thursday Cafe

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

19

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

7.30   Guild  Nigeria 
Health Project

20

7.00   Youth 
Extravaganza 
concert

21
10.30   Morning 
Service   Revd Peter 
Bates

6.30  Unity Service 
at  Christ Church 

22

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

23

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

24

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

1.00   Soupa Talks  
Recycling

25

6.00  Beavers

6.30  Cubs

8.15  Badminton

26

7.00   EN.R.G
Youth Club

27

3.30   Messy 
Church

28
10.30   Morning 
Service   Revd Ken 
Howcroft

6.30   Healing 
Communion   Revd
Sue Ashton

29

10.15    Pushchair 
club

1.15 Pushchair 
club

7.30      Scouts

30

9.30  Holy          
Communion

10.15  Contact 
Choir
10.30 Men’s

Coffee  morning

1.30  Spring Steps

5.50 Brownies

6.00 Rainbows

31

10.00  Morning
prayers

10 – 12  Drop in 
coffee

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

January Diary

Printed by Additional Curates Society
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Blossomfield Road
Solihull

0121 705 7367

We had 30 in attendance for Saturday Dads in November. 
A wonderful mix of dads, grandads, kids and helpers and 
the occasional mummy as Saturday morning logistics were 
carefully woven in around a visit to Saturday Dads.

It was a lovely warm atmosphere that welcomed them on 
a cold wet November morning. There are real friendships 
now building between all the age groups represented and 
it continues to be a really uplifting start to what is for 
most families a very busy Saturday.

Messy Church in October had the theme 
of “Jesus Calms the Storm”.    This was 
reflected in the activities in the church 
hall  and the worship in the church led by 
Donald Ker, Judith Farndon, Alan and 
Alison  Faulkner.  

The film of choice was The Secret Life of Pets and was 
very well received by all. The sausages were delicious 
as always (thanks Chef Tucker!) and all the wonderful 
helpers worked hard with a range of activities to keep 
everyone engaged and happy.

On the following Monday there was an curry night 
out for the ‘Dads’.   A most enjoyable evening.

Andy Hunt

Curry night for the Dads
An enthralling game of 
table top cricket


